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PREFACE. 



Two inducements have led to the publication of the 
following volrnne : one, the favor with which similar 
worts from my pen liave teen received ; the other, the 
belief that a book of fact, for light reading, would be wel- 
come to many, amid the floods of fiction of the present 
day. 

It waa with no purpose of making a. hook, that the 
record from which the volume is drawn was kept ; on the 
contrary, the chief difficulty I have found, in fitting it for 
the press, has arisen, from its being bo strictly personal 
and private. To remodel the manuscript so as to change 
its character in these respects, would have been a labor 
which I was unwilling to undertake ; and to select from it 
such matter as might be at once suitable for publication, 
and acceptable to the general reader, without affecting the 
connection and unity of the whole, has proved a task not 
et^ily acomplished. In attempting it, I may have erred 
in judgment by putting inLo print, in some instances. 
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what might better have heen omitted ; and again perliapa, 
in others by omitting whfit would have been welcomed by 
the reader. 

Besides such matter as was essential in giving an out- 
line of the eraise of the Congress, and such observation 
of the places visited by her, as would be expected in a 
work of the kind, I have thought it proper to retain of that 
which related specifically to the ship, sufficient to convey a 
general idea of life on board a man-of-war ; and also, of 
that which refeiTed to myself in my office, enough to 
throw light upon the position, duties, and influence of a 
chaplain in the naval service. 

Should the volume meet with any degree of accept- 
ance from the pubUc in general, I shall be grateful ; and 
should its circulation be Hmited to the decks of a man-of- 
war, or to the forecastle of a merchant-ship, the object in 
its publication will not be entirely lost. 

c. s. s. 

RiVEHBlDB, 183G. 
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BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 



CHAPTKR I. 



June Sih, 1850.— Tlie time for my promised record has 
arrived : tiie Oougross is at sea. Tliis afternoon, with light and 
baffling winds, io a moat lazy and listless manner she gained a 
distance of ten miles outside of Cape Henry, where, a breeze 
sprin^ng up sufficiently fresh to insure an offing before nightfall, 
the pilot took his leave for the land and we filled away upon the 

The 8th of June thus becomes for a second time an anniver- 
sary with me. Twenty years ago to-day, amid the bright beauty 
of a summer's afternoon, I entered the bay of New York from a 
vnyage of the world. But, in what wide contrast were the feel- 
ings of that hour with those of this in which I now write 1 Then, 
the sunshine of the soul, beaming from face to face and reflected 
from eye to eye, outrivalled the brightness of the joyous scene 
around. We were safely at home, after a long and adventurous 
iibsence, and within reach of the salutations and embraces of 
1 
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^ PBAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

those we moat loved. Now, tliere 13 sunahine neither without nor 
within : witliont, a thiefe and gloomy haze obscures its smiles, 
and within, the sadness of separation for years from home and 
country, with all the uncertainty of its issues, entirely beclouds 
them, there is nothing joyous to us in the " glad sea : " it does 
not dance in our eyea as it was wont, or as we have, at times at 
least, imagined it to do. 

Little do they who may eavy the lot of an officer in the navy 
— in its opportunities of varied travel, the knowledge it affords 
of men and things, and observation of nature in her most im- 
pressive forms— know at what a saonfice of the affections, in their 
choicest esercise, and bj what a penalty of wearisome duty, in 
irlaome routine, the privileges of the position are bought. A 
saoriSoe and a penalty which, when the norelty of travel and 

" The magic chiUTii of foreign land " 

are passed, and the enthusiasm of youth is chastened by tiie ex- 
periences of maturer years, are felt with a keenness which, to be 
justly appreciated, must be personally known. The long con- 
viction of this has been impressed afresh upon my mind by an 

incident of the passing hour. Mr. B , a gentleman of wealth 

and distinguished social position in one of our principal cities, 
has for some days past been a guest of the ward-room mesa, as 
the close friend of a fellow officer. He chose to accompany ns 
to the open sea, and risk the discomfort of a night on board the 
pilot boat in a return to the shore, rather than take leave at an 
earlier moment. While the little craft was still hovering around 
us, waiting the signal to approach and take off its master and his 
passenger, the oficer referred to, in momentary espectation of 
this second leavetaking of home, as it were, in parting from one 
who was going directly to bis family, approaching me, esclahned, 
in a spirit of half desperation — " Oh ! Mr. 8 , if I were in cir- 
cumstances to iive on shore with my family independently of my 
profession, I would go straight over the sides of the ship into 
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EVENING PRAYER. d 

tiiat boat, and throw my commisBion to the winds, Wiien I think 
of my wife and children, I feel as if I would dig and gruh— do 
iiny thing for aa honest living — ratlier than thus for three years 
leave them for a drudgery so diatastefu.1 to me as life on board 
a man-of-war in time of peace, with scarce an object but to 
iret through an irksome duty." Such must be the i 
greater or less degree, of every sea-officer who has i 
meridian of life ; and suoli would be my own, were there not con- 
nected with my office and its duties, issues, in hope at least, 
sufficient to outbalance all earthly considerations. 

June IQth. — Little worthy of record, even in a journal for 
home, can be anticipated in a passage to Cuba ; yet an incident 
has already occurred, which I would not pass over without notice. 

When Mr. B and the pilot left us on Saturday, the shades 

of a sombre evening were settling around us, and, as is customary 
on board a man-of-war in ordinary cruising, we reefed topsails for 
the night. This done, aa the lighthouse fires began to gleam 
over the dark waters, from Cape Henry at one point and from 
Cape Charles at another, all hands were called to our first evening 
prayer on the quai-ter-deck. The deep twilight and the gloomy 
sky made the service the more impr^sive. Few on board, even 
among the officers, knew of the intention of Captain Mcintosh 
with the sanction of Commodore McKeever, to have daily evening 
worship. One or two of those who did, had never witnessed such 
an observance on board ship, and doubted its expediency. But 
the impression made by it was at once effective and conclusive on 
the minds of those even who had most doubted. This they 
readily admitted to others as well as to myself: and while saying 
that it was the first time they had ever been present at such a 
service in the navy, added a hope that it would never be discon- 
tinued on board the CoBgresa. 

I was cheered by this fi-ank avowal from those whose judg- 
ment I prized, and who.se high-toned character carries with it 
predominating influence among their associates. Long experience 
warrants me in regarding this appointment n.s a most important 
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4 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

ausiliary in tlie work of a chaplaincy, and an efS lent promoter 
of discipline and good order on boaid i nnnofwir It is 
honorable to the principles and moral peiceptii.n& of those who 
framed the existing laws of the navy, that the second article in 
the code enjoins a daily service of worship on boirl eiery ship 
haying a chaplain ; and it is to be regretted that an injunction 
so salutary, in the moral economy of a ciew and in its general 
tendency, should in so few instances have been earned mto effect. 
The ovenmg worship of the Cotter's firi.'iide — ^where, 

" Kneeling down to Heaven's Etaraal Kuig, 
TJio saint, the fotlier, and the husband prays," 

present.? a picture which might well call forth the inspiration of 
the poet. In every grade of life, the social altar, encircled in the 
sincerity aad simplicity of the Gospel, ia in like manner an ele» 
vating and a touchiDg sight. Ent if impressive in the comparative 
soourity of the shore, far from the fitful changes and dangers of 
the sea, how much more so when eshibited in the floating dwell- 
ings of those whose " home is on the deep." If He, who alone 
" commands the winds and the waves, and they obey " — He, who 
" rides upon the whirlwind and directs the storm," is the receiver 
of our thanksgiving and the only hearer of prayer, who sooner 
than the sailor should be found ia supplioation, or who be more 
f eq t m f t th 1 ■ i ai ^ 

Wh t m y b th It m t es It d d 1 a. f 

h fwpr= h i fittmwt dt 

wthtb gtt yttmp sa thy 
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t twthtiLthtl Ikf mtl m 

f t Th m fw m wth Uh kl ss 1 
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riRST CASUALTY. 5 

the Sabbath, there has been added this daily evening prayer, 
without hearing from some troubled spirit the inquiry, " What 
shall I do to be saved ? " followod, not unfrequently, by the 
i-osolution of the repeating prodigal, " I will arise and go to my 
Father, aod will eay to him, Fatlier, I have sinned against Heaven 
and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called tby son." 

The excitement incident to our departure and the tedium of 
a listless day, with little progress till we were at sea, disposed ali 
on board not on watch, to retire early ; and for the most part such 
were soundly asleep, myself among the number, when suddenly 
aroused at midnight by the cry, " A man overboard I " There 
was little wind and not mnoh sea; but the darkness was Egyptian; 
the rain poured in torrents ; and while the booming thunder of an 
approaching gust rolled heavily over the deep, occasional flaslies 
of vivid lightning added double intensity, in the intervals, to the 
blackness around. The rescue of the perishing man seemed 
hopeless. Supposing Mm of course to be one of the crew — 
perhaps the most active and gallant of their number, who had 
lost his foothold in some effort of duty in preparation for tie 
coming squall — I felt disheartened by so sad a casualty at the 
very outset of our cruise. I thought of our evening prayer, and 
of the deep feeling with which, in its brief worship, we had sup- 
plicated the defences of the Almighty, and in confiding trust 
committed ourselves to his protecting care. Had the Lord not 
had respect to oiir offering — had the Ahuighty not regarded our 
prayer ? 

In the midst of thoughts such as these, it was a rel ef th ah. 
a melancholy one indeed, to learn that the wretch o e boa 1 vaa 
not any of the fine fellows whose physical aspect anl gene al 
bearing had already won from me, in ray position a d ep nt re t 
but a poor drunkard, who had been brought on boa I n a tate 
of delirium tremens, from the receiving ship, the diy we left 
Norfolk; and who had at once been consigned care of fie 
surgeons, to the sick-bay. In a paroxysm of jnadne he hal 
n.ow rushed from his keepers below to the gun-de I. ud kn k 
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ing down witli a billet of wood caught np at the galley, one in 
purauit, had phiDged headforemost through an open bridle-port, 
to he seen and heard of no more. 

The life-buoys were cut away, the ship put about, boata 
lowered and sent off, at the risk of life both to of&cers and men, 
in the pitchy darkness and rapidly approaching scjuall : bine lights 
were burned, and repeated shouts through a ti-umpet made, in 
hope of some response, but all in vain, in reaouing him from his 
doom. After the first plunge, nothing was seen or heard from 
him. A miserable, madman from strong drink, the accompani- 
ments of his end on earth — the midnight gloom, the angry light- 
ning, the muttering thunder, and the moaning wind, were befitting 
the fate of an immortal spirit " unanointed — unannealed," thus 
passing into the eternal world. He was an old man-of-wai-s-man, 
and, three years ago, in a similar condition aad near the same 
place jumped overboard f om a f igak, the hist ni^l t from port 
and was w th gieit difficulty ■'ayed How faithful the admjni 
ton Ho th t bemg often repioTed hardeneth his ni-ok shall 
suddenly 1 e destrojed and thit without rem ly 

Yesterday the Sabbath was a br ght and beautil il day with 
fivonng wmds and a smooth sea The quarter deck a&ieened 
from the sun by awning*! wis our chapel the capstan ■ipieal 
with the st ipes and btaia f an en ign oui reading desk and 
pul[it anl tie band with sacred mus o both our organ and 
choii My seimon su!.gested by the incident of the pre(.eding 
night was an exp sition of the evila physic 1 moral and spiri 
tual f ntemperanoe an 1 the frighttul condition of such s 
become its homeless victim's The fatal ji oofs of the tiuth ad 
vanced m the boddy anl m ntal stite of b m who had just pei 
ished befoie oui eyes as it weie cause 1 the mo t fixe I att ntion 
to be given to what was said, both by the officers and men. 

I was happy to be told by the captain, immediately after the 
service, that it had been officially reported to him the day before, 
that more than three hundred of tlie crew, or two thirds of the 
whole number of foremast hands, did not draw tho ration of nun 



by Google 



SCENE IH THE GULF STKEAM, 7 

furnished them by the government : this of their own voluntary 
choice, no persuasion haviag yet been used on board to influence 
any one on the subject. An eHooiiraging fact certainly, at the 
ofiaet, in this essential point in the morals of the sailor, and one 
that ought to be suggestive to our national legislators of the 
duty of striking at once from the list of naval allowances, a 
poisou tending to tlie destruction of both body and soul. The 
day was a happy one to me, in the retirement of my own little 
room, as well as in the public discharge of my duties. A long 
and kind letter from an officer, m answer to a not« with which I 
bad returned one given to ma to read, was so encouraging to me 
m my office, and so fuU of promise spii-itually for himself, as 
deeply to affect me. I could but regard it as a token of gi-ace 
from Him in whose hands are all hearts, and as an intimation of 
the good that may be accomplished on board, even in the most 
influential q^uarters. 

Our worship, at sunset, was commenced, after an air of sacred 
music from the band, by the reading of Addison's beautifal 
hymn- 

" How are thy aervanfB blest, Lord I 
How sure is their defence ! 
Eternal Wisdom ia tJielc guide, 
Their help. Omnipotence." 

To-day we arc crossing the gulf stream under a fresh breeze 
amounting almost to a gale : a " smoky southwester" with a short 
and high sea, into which the frigate plunges deeply, taking in 
iii.vge quantities of water forward. This rushing aft, as the ship 
I'ises, makes the gun as well as the spar-deck wet and iincomfort- 
;ible. The wardroom, with all the stei-n and air-porta closed, 
is dark and stifiing in its atmosphere, and every thing on board 
pai-takes lai-gely of the disagreeable at sea. The motion is so 
great that nothing can be left by itself; and, at breakfast, each of 
us secured, as best he could, the very indifferent faro that eame 
in his way ; bread like so much lead ; biscuits which, bagged and 
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netted, might haye passed inspection as grape-shot ; rancid butter ; 
addled eggs ; and execrable stuff under the names of tea and 
coffee ! As I cast my eyes 07er the mess-table and its sorroiznd- 
inga, in the gloomj twilight falling ftom the hatchway aboTe, aad 
upon a disconsolate-looking and silent set of companions, I conld 
not avoid contrasting the whole, involuntarily, with a breakfast room 

in my mind, on shore, in the fresh beauty of a morning in June 

with a brightly gleaming lawn in front ; the mingled bloom of the 
rose and tiie honeysuckle at the windows; the cheei-fui family 
group ; and the varied fare fresh from the garden, the farm-house, 
and the dairy— and sigh at the difference in the pictures. Sueh 
a day as this, on shipboard in the gulf stream, with its discomfort 
iu almost every form, would be enough to mate a landsman con- 
teat, for the rest of his life, with the blessings of the shore. 

Apropos of our steward. We hare been sadly imposed on 
by the professed qnalificatioua of this important functionary. 
Claiming to be perfect in all, we find he knows nothing of any of 
his appropriate duties. The day we left Norfolk he gave a char- 
acteristio proof of hie fitness for the office. It was at dmner 

our guest Mr. B being of the number. Among the coiirses 

was a salad dressed by our maiire d'kdte. Mr. B was 

first served with it. I was the next to take from the dish, and 
in doing so, happening to look towards the visitor, waa struck 
by a very peculiar expression of the eye and couutenanoe as he 
tasted it — a blending of surprise, comical inquiry, and effort at 
self-command, while the fork was very quietly returned to his 
plate, as if he were done with it. Suspecting the salad to be 
the origin of all this, and hastily testing the point by a mouthful, 
I found to my utter disgust, that, in obedience to the direction of 
the caterer to use plenty of oil in the dressing, he had, in ignor- 
ance of any other, dashed the whole most copiously with the 
vUest lamp oil ! The effect upon the palate can be more readily 
imagined than described. 

June 12ih.~A breeze from the north-east, which set in last 
night, promises to prove a regular trade-wind, and we are running 
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rapidly liefore it on ooi' conrse. You may easily follow our traek, 
l)j marking, on a map, a pretty straight line from the mouth of 
the Chesapeake to the channel of the sea, between the Islands of St. 
Domingo and Porto Rico. It is our intention to pass ^etween 
these, by what is named on the charts of the West Indies, the 
Mona Passage, and then lay a courae hy the south side of Cuba 
to Havana. Should it be asked why we go, seemingly, so much 
out of our way and so far round ; I answer, that for a large ship, 
it is not only the safest, but, in point of time, the shovteat route. 
The strong and adverse current of the gulf stream, and the in- 
tricate and hazardous navigation of the Florida channel, are the 
objections to the direct course along the coast. The weather is 
now fine — in strong contrast with that last described ; and, at 
night, we ha¥e a splendid moon, enticing to constant visits in 
thought and affection to Riverside. Beautiful as moonlight is at 
sea, I must confess to a preference, iri the enjoyment of it in the 
month of June, for the south-west corner of a verandah oa the 
banks of the Hitdson, 

I have, thus far, been giving my time chiefly to visits through 
my floating parish — from the quai-ters of the Commodore to those 
of " Jemmy Ducks," and " Jack of the dust," as the feeder of the 
pigs and poultry, and the sweeper of the Purser's store-rooms, in 
shipboard nomenclature, are respectively styled. Almost every 
day, since coming on board, I have discovered here and there a 
shipmate of some former cruise; and perceive hourly evidence of 
having through these — in part at least — already gained the marked 
good will of the crew. I am quite at home in all my walks 
among them; and have every reason to be more than satisfied — 
to be ti'uly thankful— in my official relation with them. 

The Congress, a fifty-gun ship, is one of the finest vessels 
of her class. She is a model of strength and symmetry in 
hull and spars, and of imposing and effective equipment in her 
batteries and ai-mament ; never failing to attract the notice of 
iill who have an eye to appreciate a chef dVuvro in naval arehi- 
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teature. She is, too, a swift messenger over the waters, as well 
as a tower of strength and heauty on the sea. 

The intellectaal and moral tastes of many of my immediate 
associates and equals in naval rank, are suck as not only to 
make ttem agi-eeable oompanioas, but also to give to our mess 
in general, by their esample and influence, a higt-toned and 
elevated cbaiaoter; and I regard it a providence of special kind- 
ness that, in those chief in authority and executive power, I find 
cordial friends personally, and firm supporters in my duty offi- 
cially. Their views, too, and their purposes, in regard to disci- 
pline and naval reform, harmonize with my own, in the persua- 
sion that Jiindness is the surest tey to the human heart; and that, in 
government, the Jaw of love is more effectual than the rule of fear. 
I felt this particularly, in a long.convorsation with the commodore 
this morning, during a walk on the quarter- deck, and at breakfast 
with Mm afterwards. On this point I like his views mucli ■ and 
augur great good from them, in the support they will lead him to 
extend, officially, to the esecutive officer of the ship, in carrying 
out a system of int^3^nal rule based upon the principle of kindness 
and good wili, of the practical well-working of which he i: 
entirely persuaded. 

The crew, pbyscically, are a fine set of men : healthful, 
athletic and young, the average age of the four hundred fore- 
mast hands scarcely eseeeding twenty-five years. This general 
youthfulness of the ship's company encourages me to hope much 
fi'om them as subjects of moral culture. They are more likely, 
than seamen of a, more advanced age, to have had the benefit of 
a religious training in the Sabbath schools now so universally es- 
tablished in most sections of our country; and, thus, be more 
susceptible to moral impressions and persuasion, should they not 
have already felt the iaflueuoe of the general improvement in the 
character of sailors which, eonfesseclly, has taken place within 
tho last ten or fifteen yeai-s. Still, at best, a man-of-war is a 
sterile and rocky field for spiritaal labor. There is ever on board 
a large ship of the kind, a greater or less number of reckless 
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and desperately ■wicked men : some who have been eonvieta and 
the inmates of state prisons and peiiitentiaries, and more who, 
long nnder the surveillance of the police, and pressed bj close pur- 
suit, have sought refuge at the rendezvous and receiving ship, from 
the merited penalties of the law. Of these last we are certain 
of having quite a company, composed pretty equally of ' South- 
Wark killers,' ' Schuylkill rangers,' ' Baltimore rowdies,' ' Bowery 
boys,' and 'Five Pointers.' The whole number of both these 
classes, however, does not amount to more tha,n fifty; the hun- 
dreds of others on board are either hoaest-hearted and true sailors, 
or inexperienced and raw landsmen: 'good men,' according to the 
ethics of the sea. The " baser sort," though comparatively so 
few in number, are ever fl.rat in gaining prominence and notoriety 
on board, by bringing themselves, through a manifestation of their 
evil propensities, in contact with the discipline of the ship, while 
the true sailor and old maa-of-wars-man, in the quiet discharge of 
their duty remain for a time unappreciated, and perhaps person- 
ally nnkaown. 

To an inesperieneed eye, a maa-of-war with her crew of five 
hundred, seems only like a bee-hive full of coufusioa and uproar, 
while, in truth, there ia throughout in every department perfect 
organization aud order. Every individual has his class, his 
number, and his station; the duty of each in his place is clearly 
defined ; and whatever is to be done is accomplished with much 
of the regularity of a machine operating through the same 
number of wheels. To the same eye there would appear no 
wgns of caste or grades of distinction, moral or social, in the 
general mass : there would be only so many hundred sailors, 
seemingly alike in all respects. Little would be dreamed of the 
extremes, not only of moral character, existiag among them, but 
of Bocia) distinction also — from the esclusives of the " upper tea," 
priding themselves on moving only in the first circles, through 
three or four marked sets to the canaille, utterly below recognition 
or social intercourse. There is a marked difierence, too, among 
many, in the outer man. Thongli the dress of all is uniform in 
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color and general materia!, still there ia often the widest differ- 
once in the quality, fitting, and make of the entire wardrobe ; and, 
while one is so careless and slovenly in his attire, aa to require the 
daily inspection of an officer, othera are perfect sea-dandiea, as fas- 
tidioufily neat and clean in person, as the whole series of hrushes 
known to the toilette-table can make them; and as fond of beiag 
assured of this, by repeated inspections and last glances in the 
miniature mirrors carried in their hats, or about their persons, as a 
beau of the first water on shore, before a Psyche in preparation 
for the bail or opera. 

After the public worship of the last Sabbath, Mr. T , the 

first lieutenant, who has had long esperienoe in Sabbath schools, 
both as a teacher and superintendent, aided me in the formation 
of one among the twenty-four boys on board, from ten to fifteen 
years of age ; each of us taking charge of a class of twelve. 
The Talue of a voluntary agency of this kind, from an officer of 
commanding influence, can scarcely be over-estimated. My next 
attempt, as a means of good, will be the establishment of Bible 
classes among the men. If successful in this, I am happy to 
know that others of the officers stand ready to assist me iu the 
like manner. 

It is an interesting fact, and one striLmglj illustrative of the 
improved and elevated tone of nioials in the navy, that of the 
fourteen gentlemen constituting the waidiooni mess, five are pro- 
fessedly religious men of consistent ind ixcmjUij character. 
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fTiirafl 19ft, — Two days ago, at noon, land was descried from 
the mast-Lead. We were approacMng the Bahama Islands, not 
in the direction of the Mona Passage, but in that of the Oajcos, 
more to the west, the wind having headed tis off from our first 
eo e Dur ng the prev ? n ght we ha 1 passed over a point 
n the ocean memorable n Is h sto o ute e'^t, where, on the 
y eve ot jojt 1 t lunph the llust o a d seoYCrer of the 
w ate n wo Id Buffered the leverest tr al of h s daring voyage. It 
wa? here that the d soouragement and fears of his followers in 
th r f a 1 ba k ippro-iched desperat on and open mutiny ; and 
c file t hope had well n gh endel d s^] pointmeot, and tri- 
mphint s oes3 n f lure It was n po s hie to traverse the 
me wat s w tho t e j!1 ng t v d)y to m nd the scene of trial 
and confi et wh ch they had witne e 1 more thin three hundred 
ind fiftj ve rs before and symp th z ng afr h with ihe great 
nay gat n h s 1 tress o to 1 ei the ry land ho ! " with- 
out recurring in thought to the devout esultations of his heart, 
when, in the watehes of the night, the interrupted glimmerings of 
a distant light peered upon eyes eagerly searching its gloom, dis- 
pelling for ever the fears of his companions, and crowning his 
adventurous enterprise with imperishable honor. 

The land descried aloft, soon became visible from the deck 
It was the grtafc Oayoos, the jnost eastern of the Biihamas, a 
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low, flat island of sanci, suirouoded by eztensivo shoals. There 
was little to interest in its appearance ; a mere tufting of buslies 
on the water, along the line of the horizon, of which we soon 
lost sight. The nest morniag, and for the rest of the day, the 
west end of St. Domiugo wua in view, furnishing in its turn 
abundant subjects for musbg in the tragic scenes of the revolt 
of 1791. Before aightfall the eastern extremity of Cuba was also 
in Bight. Both are iofly and mountainoua, but less picturesque 
in general outline than the islands of the South Seas. The sail 
of the afternooa and evening was delightful, — the perfection of 
its kind. The trade-wind was fresh and balmy, and so steady, 
that the lofty mass of canvas we spread to it was as motionless 
as if it were a flsture on the sea ; while the ocean, of the most 
beautiful tint of marine blue, was every where gemmed with 
white-caps of the briliianoy of so much snow, 

June 20iA. — Hitherto the duty of the ship has been carried on 
admirably under a kind and humane discipline. The lash, formerly 
in siich constant requisition on board a man-of-war, in bringing a 
new orew nnder ready control, has neither been heard nor seen. 
A fight, however, which came oif a day or two since, between 
two of the marines, led to a kind of drumhead court-martial, 
y^terday, and to the punishment of the parties this morning, 
with the cat-o '-nine-tails. It is the first instance with us of such 
a revolting spectacle, and I most devoutly hope it may he the 
last. I am sure it mill, unless there he those on board so incor- 
rigible and so determined to subject themselves to it, that no 
other mode of discipline will meet their case. Before we left 
port. Captain Mcintosh, in an escellent address, after the first 
reading in public of the " articles of war," assured the crew with 
deep feeling, that nothing could give him greater pleasure than to 
return to the United States and have it in his power to report to 
the Navy Department that a lash had never been given on board 
the Congress during the cruise. He reiterated the same sentiment 
this morning to the ship's company, mustered to witness the puii- 
isliraent, with the fresh avowal of liis utter uuwilliugnGSS to resort 
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to SO degrading a mode of chastiaemeiit : adding " that the esiat- 
ing law, however, made the duty imperative upon hiin as an ul- 
timate means of enforcing his eommand, and protectiug his ship 
from insubordination and misrule; and that it should he remem- 
h'ledhyill, whenever the necessity was forced on him of admin- 
lotumg thi=! punishmeut, that it would only he ttrough the deli- 
hLiate purpose and choice of any one suhjecting himself to it." 

Tho cat-o' -nine-tails, as a mode of punishment, is a relic of 
! jihari'on disgraceful to the age in which we live, and antagonis- 
tic to its entire spirit. The wonder is, not that men-of-wars men 
ire scarce, and recruits for the navy few, but that, with such a 
b-uhirou'5 punishment legalized, an American sMlor can be found 
Ts-dlmg to place himself in a position in which he can, hy any con- 
tiiigeney, be exposed to the disgrace of its infliction. 

Iq place of attempting a description of the spectacle, as just 
ivitHessed by us, I will substitute one, which happens to be before 
me, of a similar scene, from the pen of an officer in the British 
Navy. It ia more graphic than any I eouid funish, and as truth- 
ful to the reality, in its leading features, as can well be pictured. 
It is drawn from his early esperience as a midshipman. " I had 
not haen many days on board," he says, "before I heard a hollow 
sound reverberating round the frigate's decks, and whicli seemed 
to bring a shade of gloom over the faces of aU around me. 
Again the words were repeated, " All hands, AhoyI " I eagerly 
inquired the meaning of this mystery, and was answered by a lad 
about sixteen years of age, ' It is all hands to punishment, my 
boy ; you are going to see a man flogged.' 

" The idea of a man being flogged at all, under any possible 
circumstances, had never before entered my biain. I had as yet 
no notions that such a degree of barbarity could exist ; I had 
indeed known that boys were flogged, but how they coiild horse a 
man was to me a mystery. My reflections were broken m upon 
by observing all my messmates busily engaged in putting on their 
cocked-hats and side-arms. And as this was the first time I had 
sported my new dirk, I felt very strange and mingled scnsatiouii. 



by Google 



16 RRAZII. AND LA. PLATA, 

as I stepped forth on the tjuarter-deck. The raaiines were drawn 
up on the larboard side of the deck, with their bayonets fised, 
and their officers with their sworda drawn, and resting against 
their shoulders. On the main deck the seamen had all assembled 
in a dense crowd around the hatchway, and the said hatchway 
was ornamented with several gratings fixed up on one end, evi- 
dently for some purpose whi h I h d y t mpl h d 
The officers in their full rf m w th w d d i I L t 
were pacing the dee^a :btllw tUdlmn! At 
length the captain earn tthfmh b thmm y 
ing arms at his first app th q te d L Th fir t 
lieutenant, taking offhhtpp hlhm 1 ptdtht 
' all was ready.' 

" As the captain cm ptthggwyh m dhia 
hat ; which was follow 1 by 11 th m 1 ft b m 

uncovered. Then, tak g[ td pyfth tl tw 
he read aloud a few lin wL h 1 un d th j dgm t f 
court-martial on any p rn wh h Id h f, Ity f m p 
ticular offence, the nature of which I did not understand. This 
doae, he ordered Edward Williams to atrip ; adding, ' You have 
been guilty of neglect of duty, sir, in not laying in ofi' the fore- 
topsail yard when the first lieutenant ordered you ; and I will give 
yon a d— d good fiogging,' By this time the poor fellow had 
taken off his jacket and shirt, which was thrown over his 
shoulders by the master-at-arms, while two quartermasters lashed 
the poor fellow's elbows to the gratings, so that he conld not stir 
beyond an inch or two either way. It was in vain that he begged 
and besought the captain and first lieutenant to forgive him; 
protesting that he did not hear himself called, in consequence of 
having a bad cold, which rendered him almost deaf. His en- 
■ treaties were unheeded; and at the words, 'Boatswain's mate, 
give him a dozen,' a tall, strong fellow came forward with a oat- 
o'-nine-tails, and, having taken off his own jacket, and carefully 
measured his distance, so as to be able to strike with the full 
swing of his arm, he flung the tails of the cat around his head, 
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nnii with all the energy of his body trougtt them dowa upon the 
fair, white, plump back of poor Wiliiama. A sudden jerk of the poor 
fellow almost tore away the gratings front their position ; he gave 
a scream of agony, and again begged the captain, for the sake of 
Jcsi B Cliiist to let hun off I was h iror stiuck on seeing nme 
hr;,e welts as hi^ is my flng is raised on hi9 bat-L spreading 
ti m his shouldei hhles neaily to hia loms but my ft,el ngs 
\ le doomed to he still more htrrowed T r as soon is the tiiU 
buitswams mate had completed the task of lunmng hi^ fingeia 
till ugh the ccids t clea them and jrCTont the chance f -x 

in^le lash bem» piied the wietcliod sufferer he a^m flung 
them around his head to lepeat the hlow Another listing 
huund upon the nake 1 fiesh inothi,i shneli \ii 1 stru^gL to get 
lie succeeded — md then anothei aud anothei till the comple 

leut of twelve agonizing lashes was completed The back wis 
b\ this time ni,ajiy eoit-iel with deep red gashes the skm 
j,hed up an 1 eu led m many part^ as it doi-a when a violent 
I lo •, causei an estensive »biaflioii The poor man looked up 
■ft th an imj! rint, eje toivird the fiist lieuteoint ind groanel 

it Indeed BIT as I hope ti he saved I d d Eot heai you cjll 
me Th ulj r ply was on th pirt f Ihe aj t m who gave 
the w 1 1 jnotl ei boatswain s mate I Oh trod sii have 
marcy on me ! ' was again the cry of the poor man : ' Boat- 
swain's mate, go on ; and mind that you do your duty ! ' thd 
only.n.wer. 

" The effect of one hundred and eight cuts upon hia bare 
back had rendered it a fearful sight, but when these had been 
repeated with all the vigor of a fresh and untired arm, the poor 
fellow exhibited a sad spectacle indeed. The dark red of the 
wounds had aaamned a livid purple, the flesh stood up in mangled 
ridges, aud the blood trickled here and there like the breaking 
out of an old wound. Tiie pipes of the boatswain and hia mates 
now sounded, and they called ' all hands up anchor I ' The grat- 
ings were'tjuickly removed, and of all the human beings who had 
witnessed tho cruel torture on the body of poor IMward "Wil- 
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liams, not one seemecl id the slightest degree afFerted. Ail waa 
Iraatle and aetiTity and apparent merriment as tbey went to work 
in obedience to the cal]." 

In this account there is no exaggeration : no exaggeration of 
the usaal manner of inflicting auoh punishment; no pzaggeration 
of the trivially of the alleged offence; no exaggeration of the 
earnest asseveration of innocence ; no exaggeration of, the hard- 
ening effect of the scene upon the spectators. I have kaown men 
to be thus flogged for acts or omissions equally if not more trivial 
—not only singly, but, in one instance at least, a dozen at a time, 
and that, too, where it was known that one only of the number 
was really in fault. Because some one of a quarter watch in 
the top did a careless and lubberly thing, in the estimation of 
an offieer, though doubtless, from the circumstances of the case, 
accidentally, and none of hia topmates would give up Ms name 
the whole watch were ordered on deck, and, in suceeasioa, re- 
ceived a dozen lashes each. 

The entire experience of the writei- of the above account, as 
to this punishment, eorroboratea fully the opinion I have formed 
from my own observation as to its effects— that in all its beariaga 
it has a tendency to demoralize and harden rather than to 
reform. lie proceeds to state that the captain under whose com- 
mand the ease of flogging described occurred, changed ships not 
long afteiTvards with one who abominated the system of corporal 
punishment; and adds, "For four years I served under his 
orders, and witnessed no more of the mhuman practice. The 
men were allowed to go on shore frequently sixty and seventy at 
a time, and in all respects were treated so kindly that but one 
case of desertion occurred during all that period. The captain 
made it a point to visit the whole crew when at dinner, to 
see, himself, that they had every thing they required to make 
them comfortable. This he did every day ; and the sick were 
always fed from his own table. The result of this was that our 
ship was the smartest frigate on tho station, and fought one of 
the most glorious actions which ever graced the annals of tho 
Eritiah Navv." 
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His experience ia the matter did not end liere. He thus pro- 
eeds : " I joined aBother ship, the captain of whieli was wont to 
ay, ' I never forgive a first offence— for if there was no first offence 
here uld n d P f n w ' g nd d nk 

,e ne by y d f fc Th ul w a fl g in 

natch y M d y B m and y « y ^ 

n the w b d Th w g w and w f m 



treatm g h wa. 

nh h p h gh h 



alxm 



hundr n ndbys-Thm nknhyhamh 

more hfl dhrauh m d pnnishm n m d 
react n h th h hp)) y 

for the cat that he was jested upon it by his feUow captains, and 
the men deserted at every opportunity." 

I believe the experience, thus presented, of these two ships, to 
be a fair exposition of the general and direct tendency of the 
two systems. BeToltlng as punishment with the ' colt ' and ' cat ' 
ever has been to me, and often as my blood has been made to 
b il in witneBsmg it a want of prictical knowledge in the case led 
ni for a time reluctantly to aaiuiesce m the opinion universally 
1 dd so fai as I could bscorer by those most experienced in 
n -val lule that it wia indispensable us a means of discipline on 
boiid a man of w-a But the teachings of my nature, that this 
is 10 error have been couoboiated by long observation; and 
1 i 1 no pieviouB conviction of this been fastened on my mind, the 
uccess of th(. executive ofiicei of the Congress in devising and 
ibstitutmg moie humanizing modes of punishment for trans- 
yi.S8io 1^ ot law md dclmtiuencies va duty, would have gone far 
in peisuading me to it I doubt not that should the law of the 
hshK abrogated by oui n-vtionallcgislature to-morrow,* and the 
uhange be met by the enactment of a wise and philanthropic code 
of naval rule, the disoipUne and ef&cieney of the service would 
be more perfect than ever before. 

« Flogging was abolisbsd, bott in tlia uavy ana nicTOantils uiEime, a fen 
months nfter tiiB above was written. 
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" The twilight ia sad and oloudj, 
Tlie wmd tlowB wild and free, 
And like die wiaga of eea-1]LrdB 
riasli the white caps of the bbq. 



So sings Longfellow, and such ia tte imagery around ua from 
the passing of a heavy squall. The rushing wind and the 
dampnesa brought with it, from the approaching rain, ai-e wel- 
come and most refreshing, after two or three days and nights on 
the Boath aide of Cuba, sultry almost to aufFooation. Whether 
coirect in our recoUeetiooB or not, all hands agi'ee that, in no part 
of the world in which we have been, either on land or at sea, 
have we before suffered so muoL from the intensity of the heat. 
Notwitl^tanding, I was never in the enjoyment of more vigorous 
health or in more elastic spirits. 

In the afternoon of my last date, we had a distant view of a 
part of the island of Jamaica, as well as of San Bomicgo and 
Ouba: a sail, too, was in sight, and the smoke of a steamer 
marked on tho horizon — all taking mueh'from the solitariness of 
our position. The nest morning we were slowly advancing west- 
ward, along the lofty, but mist covered and cloud obscured 
mountain range of the Sierra de Cobra, beneath a point in which 
lie the port and city of St. Jago de Cuba, At sunset the same 
evening we were directly abreast Cape de Cruz, in full view of the 
coast, hut at too great a distance to make out the distinctive 
features of the landscape, even with the best glasses. We are 
now off the Isle of Pines, famed in the annals of the Buccaneers 
of the olden time, and a haunt of pirates ia our own day. 

Light and baffling winds, with alternate ealms, have made our 
progi-esa alow. The tedium of the time has been relieved in part 
by a first interchange of dinner patties between the wardroom 
mess and the commodore and captain. The kindest feeling exists 
among the officers of all grades on boai'd, and these reunions, 
where the formality of ofBoial intercoui'se gives place for the time 
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to the free interotauge of thought and feeliag, and of sympathy 
in intellect and taste, are salutary in their influences on both 
mind and heart. The Sabbath is the day nsually chosen on board 
a man-of-war for these courtesies ; but it baa been unanimously 
decided, by our mess, that the entertainments, given in the ward- 
room shall be on a week day. 

During the continuance of moonlight in the evening and 
eaHy part of the night, the enjoyment of it on deck in quiet 
musings, after the heat of the day, seemed the prevailing mood of 
tlie sMp's company. The baad in whole or in part, at times, 
added music to the sympathies which were sending our thougbta 
and affections homeward by the way of the moon. But now tliat 
she ia on the wane, and reserves her beams for the later watches 
of the night, the sailors cheer themselves in the darkness, by 
singing on the spar-deek, grouped ia their respective limits from 
the flfe-rail to the foreoaatle. Laat evening, even the quarter- 
dcolt was invaded, imder the sanction of an officer, by a party 
of negro minstrels : not such mock performers as are heard on 
shore under the name, but of the genuine type, consisting of the 
servants of the wai-droom. For half an hour or more they sang, 
in practised harmony and with effect, many of the more sentimen- 
tal and popular of the negro melodies ; while forward and in the 
gangways there was echoed forth, in varied song, the feats of 
warrior knighte and the love of ladies fair. Others of the crew 
wei'e, at the same time, listenicg in groups between the guns along 
the entire deck, to a reheai'sal by their shipmates of tragic stories 
of shipwreck, piracy and murder; to recitations from tragedies 
and comedies ; to close arguments on various topics— naviga- 
tion and seamanship, politics, morals and religion — and, at one 
point, to a lecture on history, of which I overheard enough to 
learn the subject to be the life and achievements of the brave 
Wallace, dilated upon in the broad dialect of the " land o' 
cakes ! " 

Light-he arte dness and contentment seem every where to pre- 
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Tail, "ind ill manifest ty their conduct, as well as by word, ttiit 
tliey teel themselvps to be on board a favored ship. 

Had I time fot tbe record, you would be amused by many 
tbinga I hourly hetr and see, in my walks of leisiire. To-day, 
while on the quiiter deck after the men's dinner, I overheard one 
of the meshengei boya, who had just come from this meal, say to 
a companion, " I tell you what, Jim, I couldn't eat much of that 
dinner : old mahogany and hard tack, is what I call pretty toiigh 
eatiB-g. To-morrow too is bean day, and I wouldn't give a penny 
for a bushel of them." A sprightly young sailor who completed 
an apprenticeship in the service, happening to pass at the time, 
stopped for a moment, and with an assumed air of indignant re- 
proof, exclaimed, " Why, yon ungrateful young cub ! — yoii growl- 
ing at Uncie Sam'e grub ? why you ought to be down upon your 
knees thanking God that you have so good an uncle to give you 
any thing ! " 

Just afterwards, I fell into conversation with an old salt who 
had been with me, in the Ilelaware line-of-battle ship, in 1833. 
After mutual inquiries of various officers and men who were 
ehipmates with us then; what had become of this one and 
what of that — he said, in all honesty of heart, and with a moat 

lugubrious espresaion of face, " And there was Lieut. M 

too : they t«ll me, su', he stuped out entirely, the other day at 
the Hospital ! " — mea,niiig that he had died there. I never 
heard the expression in such a oonaeotion before, and coidd not 
avoid being struck, not only with its oddity, but also with its force. 

June 29(A. — Just at nightfall, on my last date, we doubled 
Cape Antonio, the extreme westerly point of Cuba, at a distance 
of ten or twelve miles. It is long and low, covered with dark 
woods, and, in general aspect, not unlike the coasts of Long 
Island and New Jersey, as seen from the sea. As soon as our 
course was turned northward for Havana, the regular wind 
became adverse to us, and the nest morning we were in the 
Florida Channel, far from the land and a hundred miles and more 
from our port. The tediousness of a dead beat to windward was 
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relieved, however, bj the greater freshness and elasticity of the 
air, in comparison with that ou the south side of Cuba. For two 
or three evenings, here, the sunsets were among the most gorgeous 
I recollect. The whole western hemisphere, filled with fantastic 
and richly colored olouds, glowed with a brilliancy and glare of 
crimson light, aa if the entire sea beneath were one vast bed of 
volcanic fire. 

After two days we again made the land, with flue views during 
tho afternooa, of two lofty ranges of mountains in the interior 
of the island— the Sierra del Rosario and the Sierra de los 
Organos or Organ mountains; but it was not till last night that 
WG reached the parallel of Havana. At 10 o'clock the Moro light, 
at the entrance of the port, was descried, some fifteen miles dis- 
tant Its brilliant flashings, through the darkness of an un- 
settled sky, came cheerily upon the sight over the troubled water, 
in the assurance they gave of our true position, amid the changing 
currents and hazardous navigation of these straits. 

Before daybreak this morning we fell in with and spoke the 
sloop-of-war Germantown, Captain Lowndes, craising off the 
harbor. I was early on deck. The morning was fresh and 
beautiful, but the shores less bold and striking than I had antici- 
pated; and the mountains in view were more remote. Still the 
landscape was pleasing in its verdure, though neither varied nor 
picturesque in its outline. Having been lying to for the night, 
we were still eight or ten miles fi'om the entrance of the harbor ; 
but the Moro Castle and city were in distinct view — the former, 
surmounted by its phai-os towering loftily on a precipitous olifF 
of rook on the left of the entrance, and the latter stretching 
beneath it to the right, in a long line of whiteness on a level with 
the sea. 

The scene increased momentarily in interest. A fresh trade- 
wind, creating a sea which, in the brightness of the sun, tossed 
up Jets of diamonds on every side, hurried us rapidly forward, 
under topsails and topgalknf^sails only ; the Germantown, a 
beautiful craft, followed closely in our wake, fluttering over the 
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water ivitL tlie lightness and iDnoyaney of a tird. There were 
besides some eight or ten Brniaie-riggei3 merchant vessels in sight, 
under various degrees of sail — some entering and others leaving 
port. While in the midst of these, the Uermantown and Congress 
interchanged salutes, with, pretty effect on the general picture. 

The wind had now increased to a half gale ; a pilot had 
boarded «s, and we bore away with a rush for the Moro, which 
immediately overhangs the entrance to tlie port. This is narrow 
— very narrow; seemingly a mere creei, a few ships' length only 
in width. It runs at right angles with the line of coast along which 
we were flying. This made it necessary in entering, to haul 
suddenly, from a free course, closely on the wind. We did so, at 
the speed of a race-horse, almost grazing the surf-lashed rocks 
over which tower the frowning battlements of the Moro, and 
within biscuit thxow, as it were, of the batteries of the Pnnta on 
the opposite side— the pilot, momentarily alternating the ex- 
olamation " Hard a port I " " Hard a starboard ! " " Steady — 
steady ! " kept the men at the helm on the full spring in 
shifting the wheel from side to side ; while at the same time the 
yards were filled with the crew reducing sail to bare poles, as if 
by magic, under the trumpet orders of the first lieutenant. I 
thought it one of the most exciting moments, and one of the most 
beautLftil sights, in the navigation of so large a ship, I had ever 
witnessed. 

In less time than is required thus to state it we wen, tran 
ferred from the tossings of a rough sea, to the glasy suiface of 
an apparent river. The scene on either hand was ji tur sipe and 
animated. On one side, were the ten-aced heigl ts jdjomm^j the 
Moro, grim with the defences of war, relieved beie ind the e by 
sentries and groups of soldiers, lounging about the batt rie'! 11 d 
th th 1 1 w th th w t ange of stone quays lined 

w th Ii pp g d t ft and covered with sailors 

b t p t d t dores. Beyord 10 e th 

bml 1 g f tl ty [ t d y variety of light and giy 

1 d tppdbythtnt med domes ind toweia of 
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the churohes and otter public stnietures. The aspect of tLe 
wliole was so entirely transatlantic, that I could scarce resist the 
illusion that I was again in old Spain, and that it was '^ fair OadiB" 
I saw stretched before me. The gallantry of our entrance had 
attracted the gaze of the thousands crowding the c[uay in its 
whole length, and murmurs of admiration were every where 
heard at the beauty of our frigate, and the dashing style in which 
she glided rapidly along under the headway brought in by her 
from the sea. 

At the end of half a mile the straight and narrow inlet ex- 
I nds nt a nd 1 a. n five o s x n les n cir umference. Near 
th cent e of th we 1 jped an ho ha n„ the city and ita 
d f n ea towa la the sea n one de of us and f,reen hills tufted 
w th p Im trees aud dotted n th c tta ea and country seats on 
the oti e The hi 1 o s % gem of b auty capable of containing 
the na es of half the vorl 1 I" e Si an sh men-of-war, includ- 
Uj^ a sh p of the line e moo ed w th n pistol hot of us, aud the 
Cr mant wn m ed t ly at ui stern The dropping of the 
uch a followed by It f u our batte es of tweuty-oue 

^un to he fla^ of Sja n cnt n to that of the Spanish ad- 
m 1 n omm ul and e n hon ot Mr. Campbell, the 
V u an con 1 who on 1 1 d th L n^ 
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July ist. — The object of a visit by the Congress to Ouha, 
before proceeding to her station on the coaat of Brazil, is 
to bring to a close the negotiations wliich have been for some 
time pending with tho autkorities here, in reference to our fili- 
bustering compatriots, the prisoners of Contoy. 

The report made by Captain Lowndes of the Germantown, 
on boarding us in tbe offing, and by Mr. Campbell afterwards, 
of the atato of public feeling in reference to these, and to the 
citizens of the United States in general, led us to apprehend 
tliere would bo great difficulty in securing an amicable arrange- 
ment of tJie point at issue — the disposition to be made of the 
prisoners. The excitement and indignation of the Spanish pop- 
ulation of the city, on tte subject of tho attempted invasion, had 
been great ; and manifested especially, within a few days, against 
Mr. Campbell, for sentiments on tho subject, exposed in a cor- 
respondence between him and the Secretary of State, recently 
called for by Congre^, printed in the newspapers in the United 
States, and republished here. At one time the consulate was 
believed to be in great danger of violence from the mob ; and 
the excitement is stiU far from beiag allayed. In view of this 
representation we apprehended a long delay. The first interview, 
however, between Commodore McKeevcr and the captain-gen- 
eral, the Conde d'Alcoy, relieved us from all fear of this. Every 
disposition was manifested to receive favorably the mission of the 
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Coagress ; and the belief ia that the special matter of negotia- 
tion will ha speedily adjusted. 

The eommodore and suite were reDeived, at the viee-regal 
palace, in the most frank and cordial manner, and the personal 
relations of the treatmg parties placed, at once, on a friendly 
footing. The governor-general treated lightly the fear that had 
heen suggested, of violence to the consulate, avowing that all 
property and life in the city and island were in the keeping of 
the government ; aad that safety in both was more sure to none,' 
than to the representatives and citizens of the United States. 
Summoning the chief of police at once to his presence, the fol- 
lowing dialogue in substance took place between them. " Have 
you heard, sir, of an apprehended attack by the popniace upon 
the American consulate?" "No, sir." "Do you believe, sir, 
that any such danger exists ? " " No, sir." " Could a project 
of the kind be in agitation without your knowledge ? " " No, 
sir." " See to it, sir," added the count, with an intonation of voice 
not to bo mistaken, as he dismissed the functionary, "that 
nothing of the kind takes place 1 " 

The truth is, the warmth of sympathy felt by some of our 
feUow-citiaens for the wonld-be revolutionists within Cuba and the 
marauding filibusters without, backed by visions of national and 
it may be personal aggrandizement, through annexation, lead 
them to magnify every grievance imaginary or real, and to fan 
into a flame each spark of ill will elicited by the collisions that 
occur, in the hope of embroiling our government with the crown 
of Spain ; and, through conflict aad conquest, of making sure 
to us this choicest gem left in her colonial tiara. 

That the Cubans are most fearfully oppressed by the vice- 
regal rulers here, and that the government under which they suffer 
is the most rigorous military despotism in the civilized world, no 
one with the slightest knowledge of the condition of the island can 
doubt. The simple fact that twenty-four millions of dollars are 
annually wrung, by various forms of taxation, from a white popu- 
lation of little more than six hundred thousand, proves it, with- 
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out an ft numeration of the different unjuat monopolies, tlie pro- 
hibitory imposta upon the first necassarieB of life, the depreciating 
levies on all the products of labor, and the vampire presence of 
a foreign soldiery, sufficient to fumisK a constant sentinel, it is 
said, to every four white men in the country ; or, a reference to the 
fact that there are no common schools — no liberty of the press, 
no liberty of speech, and scarce the liberty of thought. Still, 
sad as the truth of such a condition is, it does not justify pirati- 
cal invasion from without, or agitating and revolutionizing inflii- 
enee on our part within. 

The probability is that the stay of the Congress will be very 
brief; and that, consequently, my personal knowledge of Havana 
and the Habaneros will be limited to a hasty glance, through aueh 
loop-holes of observation as I may accidentally light upon. 

The beauty of the panorama from the anchorage is so varied 
and so striking, that in the enjoyment of it, I have been satis- 
fied thus far without a visit to the shore, though this is the third 
day, including the Sabbath, since our arrival- While examining 
closely with a glass again and again, every feature of the open 
country to the east and south, I could but indulge in many a re- 
miniscence of tropical life at the Sandwioh Islands and South 
Seas, awakened by the plumed palm and broad-leafed banana, 
the brightly gleaming hill sides and velvet-like slopes character- 
istic of the scenery. On the opposite sides of the harbor, the 
city and its fortresses, — its private dwellings and public buildings, 
its towex-8 and domes and embattled walls, — are open to like in- 
a through the same medium, a aea-telesoope of surpassing 



While in the midst of these observations this morniug, 
screened from the mid-day sun by the well-spread awnings of the 
poop-deck, my attention was drawn to a movement near at hand 
on board, ocoasioned by a succession of visits of ceremony from 
the " powers that be " in this vioeroyal dependency, to our com- 
mander-in-chief and our captain. I am told, whether correctly 
or not, that the same policy which of yore prevented Ferdinand 
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ail I^alipUa from lie pmg faith with Columbaa m his appomt- 
mput ai iiLKioy of tl Ntw World with undinded power la 
^itiU illicicd to bj the Spiuish thione The supremo authoiity, 
m place of being vested lo one lepreaentative of the crDwn i^ 
listributed imong tlirce— one at the heil of the civil affairb 
(mother ohief m those that ate militaiy and a third supreme m 
tl e cintrol of the marine Each is m hi3 own depattment mde- 
jLnlent rf the other and keeph oheclc on his eompeeis m any 
[saimjt on of undue duthoritv The cipt'jmgeneial however 
1 if f receieaoe m matters of ceremony lud it the nom n^l bead 
of tbi g Ti^inmont He does not visit vessels of war anl the 
c urtesy on hia pitt is espressed through an aide de camp The 
visitor in his stead on this oecaaion, was the Conde Villeneuva, 
a fine-looking yoong man, in a richly embroidered dress of blue 
and silver, but without military decorations. He had scarcely 
been ushered on the deck, with the usual ceremony, when a 
bai'ge, stQ! more stately in the number of its oarsmen and the 
dimenaions of its banner of " blood and gold," than that by 
which he had arrived, was repoi-ted by the quarter-master. This 
bore the Intendante, or Military Chief, who crossed the gangway 
in full costume, with a magnificent star on the breast and throe or 
four ctoEsea and badges of knighthood at the button holes. Nei- 
ther name nor title was announced with 8ufE.eietit distinctness to 
be heard, and in view of the number and brilliancy of his deco- 
rations, I felt authorized in giving him precedence of the count, 
by at least one grade in the peerage, and set him down for a 
marquis : especially as the state in which the nest dignitary 
approached would lead to the supposition that he could he noth- 
ing leas than a duke— a grandee of the first rank. He came in 
a superb sixteen- oared, barge of the purest white, picked out in 
gold. Ho was a most stately old gentleman, portly in person, 
fresh in complexion for a Spaniard, and of the most courtier-like 
and finished manners. Three magnificently jewelled stai's deco- 
rated his loft breast, with the crosses of twice as many orders 
pendant beneath, and over all the broad ribbon and insignia of 
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the Golden Eleeco. It was the CommaEdaat-general of Marine, 
or Naval Ctieftaio. These visita of mere ceremony were hrief, 
referring in conversation to the most common-place topics, fol- 
lowed hy a departure in the order of arrival. 

The weather since we have been here has been like that of the 
finest days in June on the Hudson : the sun very hot, the sky 
glowingly hiight the breeze fresh and seemingly j me wlthhe^yy 
showers occasionally m the aftemoons In the evenmgi ind at 
night the scene trom shipboard is stuhing and impressive 
Long lines of brilliant ^as lights marking the walls of the city 
abreast of ns with the glearamg'J of others from fortre s •ind 
tower reflected by the gla sy waters of tho lay in streams of 
gold and 3 glorious canopy of spirklmg stars abovo compensate 
m a degree foi the absence of the moon while a fine mihtary 
ban! stationed on the lan laita nearly opposite us discourses elo 
quentlj till nine o clock the c mpiotions ff the mastors m 

July %ih —My first iis t on shore was m company with my 

messmate V after the heat of the day hid begun to pass 

The low quays of i yell wish stone which face the water *ire 
thickly Imed with the smaller ciaft engaged m the commerce of 
the poit We made our way aloi g these for some distance 
through an atmosphere redolent if tar a d jitch and coidage — 
cofteo and tobacco — imid soldiers and sailois and throngs of 
biawny negroe*? moie thin half naked and reeking with porspi 
ration m the labor of loadmg and unloidm^j cargoes Oa 
turnmg into a niiriw street leading mt) the city we soon dis 
coveiod that tho buildings whi h from our moorings meet the 
eye bo strikingly in their gay tintings of sky blue peagieen 
peaeh blossom lemon and straw colors with their m il tings coi 
nices and b-Justrades of tho purest white are thicn " inter 
sjereed with others dingy shabby decayed and duty barn 
tible like and prison like T an intravelled vis tor from the 
Northern States, this last cbaraetenstic would be the first peculi- 
arity in the aspect of the houses to attract his attention. Every 
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man's dwelling here is literally tia castle, the defences of wJiicL 
give to its exterior, on the grouad floor especially, the appearance 
of a jail at home. The heavy doors opening on the street, are 
of the most massive make, and bossed and studded with iron so aa 
t h bull t J roof, while the lower windows are universally gnai-d- 

d f m t 1 to bottom by strong bars and network of the same 
t al The general style of building is the Spanish- Moroscan, 
ay f th dwellings being only one story in height. The 

t t a traight and regular, hiit very narrow, scarcely admit- 
t g tw hides to pass each other, while the sidewalks, as termed 
by US, are on a level with the way for carriages, and a foot or 
eighteen inches only in width. 

A short walk from tlie point at which we left the quay, 
brought us upon a small but i tty 1 t t j Ued the 

Plaza do Armas. It i 1 d w th h ds m ailing, ia 

regularly laid out in w Ik b d 1 with y fl wers and 
shrubbery overhung by th 1 y t unk and 1 pendant 
k ranches of the palm-t d m t^d th t c with a 

fo'intain and statue of F 1 i VII f Sp m It'i south- 
ern side is faced in its wh 1 1 th by th i 1 t th governor- 
general, a spacious and h d m q 1 gul t tui of stone, 
stuccoed and painted sky bl w th pd t d balus- 

trade around its flat ro f t wh t 

Our chief object in g g h w fh j y eut of a 

drive outside the walls Th ty f th PI f ished ua 

with the opportunity of a choice of equipage Ibr tlie purpose. Lines 
and groups of vehicles were standing along ita sides and at the cor- 
ners. An omnibus of Amoricau fashion and manufacture was seen 
on ita route, and a carriage of modern style passing here and 
there, but those on the stand-were esclnsively tho common vehicle 
of the city and country, the volante — a two-wheeled clumsy-look- 
ing machme of by-gone times drawn on ordinary occasions by 
one horse. The body is larger than that of an American gig or 
chaise, hung very low like an old-fashioned phaeton, and so 
delicately poised on springs of great elasticity as to away about, 
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under the sliglitest impulse, with a most 'buojaiit and lusurious 
motion. 

I fiud even a pen-and-int sietGli so much more satisfactory 
than verbal description, iu conveyiBg just ideas of novelties such 
as this, that I am more than half disposed to attempt one here, 
at the douhle hazard of defacing my paper and bringing in con- 
tempt my Btill in the arts. I wUl try it. The experiment is not 
quite so suoceasfui and effective as I could wish it to he, but it 
will answer the purpose. Do not think it, however, defective in 
the proportions eshibited, either in regard to maa and beast, or 
to the distance of both from the body of the carriage. The 
wheels in their size and height, in oomparison with the top of the 
volante, the length of the shafts, and the bulk of the black cal- 
esero, or postillion, in contrast with that of the little pony he 
bestrides, are all true to the reality, rather underdrawn tlian 
exaggerated. You must not suppose either that the little horse 
is without a tail: for though not very distinctly visible in 'the 
sketch, the tail is there ; neatly plaited and closely twisted round 
the hip, like the braid of a lady's hair aiound her ear, and made 
fast by a gay ribbon to the postillion's saddle. 

The colors of these carriages, in body, shafts and wheels, are 
more varied than those of the rainbow; scarlet, yellow, blue, 
green — in endless tintings, contrasting showily with mountings 
of silver or silver-gilt, m greater or less profusion and inassive- 
ness, according to the rank or riches of the owner. The harness 
to our eyes appears complicated and heavy. It also is ornament- 
ed more or leas elaborately with silver or gilt platings. As to 
the postillion, picture to yourself the most perfect pcrsouifieation 
of Congo blackness you ever saw, in the form of a stout muscular 
negro, with features and heels to match ; put him in a very short- 
waisted jacket — scarlet, blue, yellow or parti-colored, and gay 
with worsted lace for livery, and into very high riding boots, large 
enough for Gfoliath, and with the sketch, yon will have a tolerable 
idea of the equipage in which F and I set off from the Cafc 
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Dominica, not far from the Plaza dc Armas, for a drire lo tlie 

At the end of i half mile, it may he, through the narrow 
streets, with shop-< and counting-rooms and dwellings on either 
aide, widely open and within reaching distance hy the hand, we 
came to the pnnoipal gateway in the western walls, leading directly 
upon the Paseo de Isabella II., the fashionable promenade and . 
drive without the walls : the Hydo Pari and Champa Elysec of 
the Hahaiieros. This extends the whole length of the western side 
of the city, and is gai-den-like and beautiful in its trees, shrubbery 
and flowers. Two broad carriage ways run from end to end with 
four or more gravelled walks between them ; a fountain ornaments 
either extremity, and iu tte centre is a sUtuette of Isabella 11., 
croctcd shortly itter hei sucoession when a child the more wel 
come ftom i=!bo ti n^ of pirity and innocence wh cl an image 
of her majesty in later years would be little calculate 1 to suggest 

A range ot stately buildings on the west ficea and OTerlooLs 
this joint of ariist oratic and fjsbionable reunion an operi honie 
and palatial cafiS with othLr imfosmsr structures giving quite a 
n etrojolit a iii ti the ai,eiie The flist two mentioned beai the 
nime of Tao n in h nor of the eapt un geuer-il ot that name 
duimg whose rule tbey were built ind whise admmistiation a 
t w years a^o was distinguished by snob signal reforms m the 
p hce ot the eity tni tbe entire suppression of the cut throat 
outrages tefoie so common The enlarged views publio spirit 
energy and determinat on which characterized hia measures 
stimpcd hia name md libly on th city and to these is the pop 
ulat n indebted not onh foi th effectual suppesBion of crime 
but for much aKo of the ornaimntal aicbitceture which it boi ts 

South of the Paseo is the Champ de Mttb an extensive 
parade grjund lined with spiciius banaelts ind othei govern 
mentil buildmgs Passing these we drove tbiee oi f ui miles 
over a broad and well kept macadamized avenue filled with 
animated bfe m eveiy form and lined with subuiban residences 
luxuii rt 1 the ii hue 4 and lea ity of tr pcil gi wlh m tiee 
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Bhruh and Sower : all in aaoL w d t t w th t d 

in a drive of like lengtli in tb sib b f y w tb 

to excite the wonder, wby moi t ui t t w Itt d 

leisure do not take tbe abort trip t H n th w nt t 1 

amused and inatrueted by its It d b m 1 b th 

blandneaa of its climate and tb jl d ft gtll li 
Althougli tbe soil in this section tli 1 d t f 

quality to that of moat other reg tl d \ 

hand of the riolmesB and beauty wb b b ur i t C 1 tb 

proud and winning title of " Queen of tbe AntUles," and make 
ber the cboioest colonial possession left to Spain. 

From tbe heat of tbe climate, tbe eonatruction of tbe houses, 
in general, ia sueb as to make them little more than so many open 
payilions, from which aa you drive by, you unavoidably oatch not 
only the 

" Mnniiers living as tliej rise," 

hut many, if not all, the habits of life of tbe inmates. The eye 
penetrates at a glance, as it were, the entire domestic economy 
of the household. Tbe dwellings are, for the most part, ono 
story only in height, with a tower or mirador at one end or 
comer, for a "look-out." Externally they seem all door and 
window. These are very wide, and extend from the ceiling to tbe 
floor, on a level with the street. Tha-own widely open in tbe 
cool of tbe day, the interior becomes fully exposed : furnittue 
and inmates— tho whole family group m full dress or dishabille 
aa the ease may be— a acene on the stage of life, as open to in- 
spection aa one from a drama on the boards of a theatre. This is 
aa true of the dwellrnga of tbe rich as of the poor. In seeing 
tbe whole diagram of the interior thua exposed without any 
appearance of bed or bedroom, tbe wonder in my mind was where 
the people could sleep? On expressing some curiosity on this 
point, I was told that in many cases, the beds of the family con- 
sist of mats or mattresses, spread at night on tbe floor, or in cots 
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in the reoeption-rooma, while in most houses an iimer court is 
encircled by small sleeping and drea^ng-rooms. 

Many of the residences of the gentry and moneyed aristocracy 
in the suburbs are luxurious a,nd princely ; exhibiting long saites 
of spacious and elegantly furnished apartments, with floors of 
polished marble and the oriental luxury of jetting fountains and 
clustering flowers, endless in the variety of their tint and per- 
fiune. The gardens attached to some of ttese are laid out with 
taste, and kept in the nicest order, filled with an exuberance of 
choice plants known to us at the North only in the dwarfish and 
stunted growth of the conservatory. Indeed, many which are 
cherished esotica with ns, are here seen in rank profusion in the 
hedges and by the roadside, like the thorn and the thistle of our 
ruder climate. 

By the time of ouv retura, the hour for the drive and prom- 
enade of the citizens had arrived ; and, as we approached the 
Paseo, we were met and passed by great numbers of equipages 
of varied style. Some were altogether American and European 
in their appointments; but most were the native volante in 
greater or less elegance and richness — some with one horse only, 
and otters with two. When two are used, the second is placed 
abreast of the one in the shafts and ridden by the calesero. 
Each carriage contained from one to three females, in full dresa 
as if at a party — low necks and very abort sleeves : to which 
may bo added, very fat figures and very dark sKns. Bonnets 
aro not worn of course with this costume, nor indeed with any 
other. The coifi'uro at this season is of ribbons, gauzes, laces and 
other zephyr-like materials, with flowers and jeweb-y ; but, in the 
winter, I am told, these give place to head-dresses of velvet and 
saUn, with ostrich plumes, pearls and diamonds. As the volantes 
pass and repass along the carriage drive, salutations are exchanged 
between the ladies in the vehicles with each other, and with 
acquaintances and friends among the gentlemen on foot or on 
horseback, by the eyes, the fan and hat, more than with the 
voice ; but, so far an I observed, tlie ladies did not alight as is 
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the caetom in Europe in many places of th ki d 

proiaeBftde on foot, or form groups for oo 

fall there is a return to the eity, where, fo h 

ladies amuse themselves in driviog from h p 

sach articles as they ask for brought to the a^ 

tion, or, proceeding to the Plaaa de Ann 

assooiates of the heau monde in display a fl 

light or moonlight as the case may be, whil m 

front of the govemmental pnlaee gives a 

mental music tOl nine o'clock. The evening on this oi 

delightful, and we prolonged our stay and observations till that hour. 

So well pleased was F as well as I with this first peep 

on shore, that we repeated the visit two days after, driving as far 
as the Bishop's garden, the principal attraction of the kind in 
the neighborhood of the city. Since then there has been much 
heavy rain. The trade wind at the same time ceased, causing a 
closeness of atmosphere that has been very oppressive, and made 
me more than content to remain for the mOEt part quietly on 
board ship : I say for the most part, for I went once into the 
city, on a solitary pilgrimage to the tomb of the good and great, 
and ever to be honored, discoverer of the New World. As yoa 
know, his remains were removed at intervals of time of various 
length, from Valladolid where he died, to Seville, and from 
Seville to St. Domingo, the resting-place designated for them in 
his will. On the cession of that island to France in 1796, they 
wore brought to Cuba, and deposited with great ceremony in the 
cathedral of Havana. A medallion liken^a in marble, with a 
short inscription on a mural tablet, marks the spot in the chan- 
cel near the high altar where they have found, as it is to be hoped, 
a lasting sepulchre. Ko American can Bfcind near them un- 
moved : or without a recurrence in thought to the sublime vision 
of an nnknown world, which so long filled the mind, and amid 
endless discouragements and disappointments sustained the hopes 
and energies of the adventurous navigator, till it issued in a 
glorious reality ; or without .deep Byajpathy in the vieiesi- 
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tude^ ^nd trials of hiB ifter lite ini the neglect and injustice 
wHicli bi Juglit his griy liaira with soirow to the tomb Ncai by 
are exhibited — T wi4 about to say the igaominious but I recill 
tlip epthet — tkp eiinoblei fetteia with which an ungrateful 
imuaicb, j uiinitte 1 a jealous iivil -Mid enemy to raanade his 
Uui> 

On inothei oocxiion I kft the ship after iii^ht for a row 

icross the harbor with Lieut T m his gig It had been 

cm intention to pass the evening in the City, in i visit to some 
tai ilies of hit acquaintance to whom he wished t mtioduoe me 
but the heat and dampness of a debilitating and sickening atmos- 
phere during the day, determined us to postpone this till the 
return of a more invigorating and elastic air. Our row was from 
the anchorage of the men-of-war through that of the merchant 
ships, at another point in the harbor, to a landing near the town of 
Eegla opposite the city ; a place of no enviable notoriety, in times 
past, as a Icind of oity of refiige through the indulgent winkinga 
of government officials, first for the pirates who once infested 
these regions, and more recently for dealers in the slave trade. 
Here also ia one of the principal amphitheatres for the exhibi- 
tion of the favorite national amusement, the bull fight. The 
special object of the trip, on the part of my companion, had some 
reference to the disposition of the slush of the Congress, if you 
can comprehend the import of so elegant a term in a ship's econ- 
omy : mine partly the pleasure of his company, and partly to 
inciuire the state of the sick in a private hospital for cases of 
joUow fever, and to learn the practicability of visiting any 
American seamen, who. might be suffering there from this pest of 
Havana, already beginning its annual ravages. 

The night was very dark for a tropical region, and the most 
striking imagery discernible, as we threaded our way amidst the 
shipping, was the blaok masses of spars and rigging pencilled 
against the sky above us ; the long line of brilliant lights mark- 
ing the walls of the city reflected in streams of fire on the 
glassy water ; and the alternate dim gUmmeriugs and blinding 
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flashes of tiie revolving pharos, Burmounting the lofty tower of the 
Moro. 

Jvhj lOift.— Bright weather has returned, and with it the 
regular trade wind from the sea. We rejoice in this, not only 
from the greater comfort it insures, but also from the promise it 
holds out of continued health in our ship's company. Tbe 
change induced Lieut. T and myself to make our contem- 
plated yisit on shore last evening. For a couple of hours before 
nightfall, we drove in a volante a circuit of some miles through 
the environs, amid scenes and scenery of unceasing novelty and 
endless variety, emhracing the attractive and beautiful ; the 
grotesque and ludicrous ; elegance and magnificence, filth, naked- 
ness and degradation, strangely commingled. Here, a splendid 
equipage as perfect in its appointments as any to be met in New 
York or London ; there, a vehicle as rude and clumsy as if be- 
longing to the birthday of invention. Here a cabalero admirably 
mounted, riding a blooded horse with all the stately solemnity of 
a grandee of the first order ; there, a negro or montero, in rags 
and half nakedness ur^ng onward, at a most sorry pace, as 
broken down a skeleton of a pony or jackass as ever contrived 
to put one foot before another. Here a squad of well-equipped 
soldiers; there a gang of manacled and ruffian-looting galley- 
slaves — thus without end, exciting alternate admiration and dis- 
gust, smiles and pity. Before commencing the visits of the 
evening, we took a bird's-eye view of the fashionable movements 
in the Paseo, from the upper balconies of the OafS Tacon whicb 
overlook it, and of the magnificent panorama of the city, the sur- 
rounding country, and the sea, commanded from the leads of its 
flat roof, and then proceeded to meet an engagement at the con- 
sulate for tea. 

July IWi. — It has been Jniown for two or three days past, 
that the object of our visit was well nigh accomplished, and that 
the prisoners of Contoy were to be delivered to the keeping of 
our flag, on the condition of their immediate transportation to 
tbe United States. Tlie U. S. steamer Tiscn came into port 
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yesterday, bringing Commodore Morris as an additional agent of 
our govcmraent in the negotiation of this matter, but too late for 
the object of his mission, the ■work being already done. 

At twelve o'clock this morning, the prisoners were brought 
on board the Congress in the boats of the Spanish ship-of-the-lino 
near us. They are some forty-two or thi-ee m number, appearing 
a sorry-looking set of adventurers indeed, aa they crossed the 
ship's sides t<i be mustered in the gangways, and turned over to 
our charge by the Spanish officer bringing them. Most of them 
are young — many mere boys — and a majority evidently scape- 
graces, including a few wild-looking, muscular and wiry Western 
men, tail Kentuckians and Mississippi b)aok-legs. They have 
been well fed and well taken care of, it is said ; but they all 
looked pale, and some seemed nervously agitated. This is to be 
attributed, it is probable, to the uncertainty till the very moment, 
of the result of the sudden Bummons they had received from 
their keepers to prepare for some event of which they were kept 
ignorant, and which they had more reason to fear might be 
death nnder the fire of a platoon of soldiers, than liberty 
Itneatk the fl^g of their country. Dui-ing their captivity they 
had betn denied all intercourse with ottei-s, and had no means 
ot karnmg their piobable fate. At times, the most ictelli- 
giut among them hid been subject t<i threats of immediate 
execution, seemingly in the hope of extorting some confession 
diffeimg fiom the general attestation, that they had been en- 
trapped mto the expedition, under a contract of being conveyed 
to the isthmus on their way to California, and on discovering 
the imposition h id retused to take part in the attempted invasion. 
The most cheering hopes that had reached them were derived 
from the s'llutes, la honor of the 4th of July. They inferred 
ftom these the presence of American men-of-war of heavy metal, 
and that their case was neither forgotten nor neglected by the 
Amentan government. I well recollect thinking and feeling, 
at the time, that the repeated thunder of the teavy batteries of 
the Congress, from sunrise to sunset on that day, re-echoed by sll 
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He men fwar n jort nu have b uglit tLeu toje w th 
n un t n so nl wh he t r ac cd he e n the holl 
of the jjTiard h p or th dungeons ot the Mo o ca tlo for even 

he pla«e of their e nfanenient wj w thh 1 f om as At thr e 
o clock this afternoon the wh le n mh wa tran fcr c I to the 
elooi of war Albany for passage to Pe ac h She s to a I 
to mo ow nora ng at day! reak and t 3 aiinou ced tha he 
C ng e,_s w II lea e the harhor a co npany w th Iier an 1 peed 
to her dest nat on on the coa t of Br'izil 

Great credit is due to Commodore McKeever for the speedy 
adjustment of this difficulty. His ■conitcouaneas and amenity at 
once made smooth the way to negotiation. Ho is a man of peace- 
fulnoas and good will, more disposed to pom- the oil of kindness 
on troubled waters than to cast in any new element of agitation, 
and to his firmness and gentleness combined, are to be attributed 
the early and desirable result attained. 

Thus teiminatea this filibustering invaaion of Cuba, But is 
it the end ? The enterprise, aa projected and fitted ont, was most 
ill-judged and piratical. But is it true that its origin and means 
of equipment were entirely from abroad ? Is there no deep 
sympathy with sach an adventure among the Creole inhabitants 
of the island themselves ? Is the spirit of patriotism and of 
liberty here dead ? Are there no groanings beneath the galling 
chains of a cruel and grinding despotism ? No sense of degra- 
dation, no purpose to be free, among the intelligent and aspiring 
of the native population? It is impossible that there should 
not be. The prosperity and the glory of the unfettered nation 
immediately facing them are too near, and too brilliantj not to bo 
reflected eventually in attractive splendor, through every valley, 
and over every mountain top of this gem of the seas. An 
atmosphere of freedom so near, must impart something of its 
elasticity and its power even to the depressing vapors of such a 
despotism. The Cuban in his Bummer visits of business or of 
pleasure to the United States, inhales and carries it back with 
him, and the American in his winter sojourn here, insensibly bears 
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it wherever he goes. The breath of liberty haa heen, and will 
continue to be inspired by the natives of the island ; and lonlesa 
the mother country, with timely wisdom, changes her colonial 
policy and ameliorates her iron rule, reatlessnesa, agitation and 
revolt, must bo the issue, and Cuba become independent in self- 
rule, or free hy voluntary annexation to the nation to which, 
geogiaphically at leaf^t, nhe rightfully belongs 
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SuiF OF Flobida. 

Jvhj VUh. — True to the announoemont last night, all Lands 
were called to weigh anchor at daybreak this morning ; and, by 
sunrise, under the double impulse of a light land breeze, and the 
oars of a long line of man-of-w:ir boats having the Congress in tow, 
we made our way, through the narrow entrance of the port, to 
the open sea. 

Many merchant ships also were taking their departure. The 
shrill calls of the bugle from barraek and fortress ; the unfurling 
of signal and banner from mast-head, battlement and tower; 
strains of military music from different points ; the lively move- 
ment in all directions of boats and small oraft on the water ; aod 
the rising hum of active life from the city, gave exciting animation 
to the picture, while the purple hues of the morning and its 
balmy breath, added a fresh charm to the whole. 

After enjoying the scene till we were outside the harbor, I 
went below, intending to return to the deck in time for a farewell 
view, not only of the island, but of the Moro castle and eity also. 
So rapid was our course, however, from a strong current, as well 
as a fresh breeae, that, on reaching the poop for this purpose, 
" the blue above and the blue below" were alone to be seen ; and 
undisguised satisfaction was every where manifested that, not only 
the sickly, though beautiful port, but the entire island had been 
left out of sight behind us. 
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Tte first object tfiat met my eyes this evening, at the cloao of 
our aceustomed worship on (leek, was the silver creEcent of a 
new moon heautifully defined in the empurpled sky; and, I inter- 
preted the mild and benignant beaming sent down upon us, from 
its young course, as an omen of good in our voyage across the 

July 22d, N. Lat. 37°, W. Long. 59°.— We made our way 
gently and pleasantly through the Straits of Florida : sighting, 
during successive nights, on either sides of the ciiannel, while 
ma.king long stretches against a head wind, the lights of Key 
West and Sand Key, Carysfort Reef, and G-un Key, Tiiese 
numerous beacons speak the perilous navigation of the region. 
It is peculiarly the empire of the wreckers, whose lives are spent 
in constant search along the reefs, which for two hundred miles 
here edge the coast, for the vessels which in great numbers are 
yearly cast upon them by storms, or the treacherous currents of a 
calm. The value of the commerce wbieh annually passes through 
the Gulf of Florida is estimated at four hundred millions of 
dollars, of which not less than half a million, each year, is lost by 
shipwreck, notwithstanding the vigilance and prompt exertion of 
the amphibious and heroic race, whose business is the rescue of 
the lives and property here ondaugered. 

For three days after regaining a latitude which admitted of 
plain sailing, we had boisterous weather and a wild sea, but 
an unclouded sky. The elastic and invigorating atmosphere at- 
tending it, was most welcome after the heats of Cuba. At such 
times the ocean, in its ever-varying forms of beauty and changing 
shades of prismatic light in the sunshine, often outrivals in at- 
tractiveness the stiil life of a wide-spread landscape on shore. 
There is, too, a voice of music breathmg over it ; for, not leas 
truthfully than poetically, has it been said of the ocean, there is 

" In its sleep a melody, 
And in ite march a paalni." 

How, however, in place of the 

" Eeatless, suetlimg, stormy sea," 
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we huve on every side an illimitalile plain»of the deepest blue, 
witli Bcarce a perception of those giaat heavings from beneatli, 
wliioh ever, in a, greater or less degree, tell of an unfatiioiiiable 
abyss of waters Oier this we are hurried, without a conscious- 
ness of motion, at the r^te ot ten miles the hoar, by a breeze as 
babny, if not as fi 'igrant, as the zephyrs of " Araby the blest." 
Add to these surroundings, the moon, at uight, riding the heavens 
above in sublime tranquillity, and you will not be surprised, if, at 
times at least, I ^m leady with the poet to esolaim — 

As I gaaa upon the sea. 
All the old romantlu legends— 

AH my dreams come back to me 1 " 

July '2Qth. — Hiippily I am not unfitted for mental occupation ; 
by being on shipboard, as ia the ease with many, and, with the 
prospect of a voyage of fifty or sisty days, I have set myself 
closely to work. The early part of the day I giye to the graver 
studies of my profession, and the later to lighter reading ; visits 
to the sick, when there are such ; esercise on deck with some 
fellow-officer ; and such " walks of usefulness " as I can light 
upon among the crew, in different parts of the ship in the evening, 
flJl up the intervals of leisure till bed-time. 

One of our young officers, Midshipman L — — , has the mis- 
fortune to be incapacitated for duty, by a nervous affection of the 
eyes and head, the consequence of three separate attacks of fever 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The surgeons interdict to him all use 
of the eyes ; and, to relieve the ennui into which he is thus 
thrown, I have invited him to my room for an hour or two every 
day, that by my reading aloud he may have the benefit of such 
works as I am running over ; travels and biography — Maxwell's 
Russia, Irving'a Mahomet, and the exeeUent books of Miss 
Mcintosh, the accomplished sister of the captain of the Congress, 
interspersed with those of a more serious character, such as An- 
gell James' " Young Man from Home" and Pike's " Persuasives 
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to Early Piety" — kave thiis far occupied these hours. The touches 
of deep feeling fiequpntly mdt ib the writings of Miss Mcintosh, 
in hei hfrliie <ind mstiuctive delmeationa of oiiM^cter, have heen 
the means of bunging into exerc\Be sympathies, the involuntary 
betraitlof which to each othei, has led to quit nt m t 

frieuilahip, con^idermg the dispaiity of our years. 

Foi a week after leaving port, we had CTory a a t h pa 
that it hdd been ti'ith entire impunity, m regard t h 1th that 
we had been espoaed to the huming sun, and, at th n f 

the year, pestilential an of Havana But on the hth d y ju t 
as we were congratulating ourselves on the certainty of our escape 
from all infection, a light fe\er made its appearance among both 
officers and men Some dozi,n in number were brought down 
by it It was the yellow fe^er, but of bo modified a type, that, 
ill a few days, ail were conra!esL.ent and no new cases occurred. 

Sickness whethei of a serious nature or not, presents an 
oppoitumty of appioach, and nfttn gives access to the confidence 
which I am careful to improie I was much interested, a day or 
two ago, in an interview with i fine looking young man of the 
crew, undei the influence of the pievailing epidemic. He had 
evidently been fjmilni with bcttei associations than tliose of a 
man-of war , and, I soon learned tiom him that he was the prod- 
igal son of a pious mother, by whom he had been carefully trained 
and cherished, and was a child of many prayers. The first glance 
of his eye, as I approached his cot, told me by tlie starting tears 
— not from alarm, for no danger was apprehended in his case, but 
from remcmbraocea of the past— that he was in a state of mind 
to open his heart to me ; and, in the admissions and confessions 
of a long conversation, I became deeply interested in the peni- 
tence and purposes of future well-doing which he avowed. 

In a hammock near by I found a middle-aged Scotchman, of 
intelligent and respectable appearance, who was e<jually open to 
religious conversation. He told me he had been long deeply 
sensible of his guilt and misery as a sinner, and greatly troubled 
in mind and oonaciencc ; that a conflict had been going on in his 
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soul, as if a good and an evil spirit were ever in contest there for the 
mastery over him : hnt that the good at last had gained the 1;ri- 
umph, and he waa " at peace with the Father, through the Son 
and Spirit, and feared no evil — not death itself." 

August 7th, N. Lat. 12"^, W. Long. 38°.— Delicious seems the 
only epithet descriptive of the atmosphere we are now breathing, 
and " delieioua — delicious I " is the stereotyped esclamation of 
every one, aa he moiinta to the deck from below and drinks in the 
pure etker, as if it were the very elixir of life. The morning is 
ia all respects lovely. The heavens have a look of infinity. A 
anow-wiiite cloud alone floats hero and there in' them ; and, as, 
rushing over the hlue sea, before the fresh trade-wind, we dash 
the foam widely from our prow, unmimbered flying fish spring 
into the air, and skim the surface of the water before and around 
us, like so many birds of silver gleaming brightly in tbe Sun. 

August l^ih, N. lat. 3" 30', W. Long. 25°.— The region, 
throngli which we have been making our way, for the kst ten 
days, is known among seamen by the very unsentimental name 
of tte " doldrams." The origin of the epithet it might be diffi- 
cult to trace. It is an equatorial belt, characterized by light 
weather and head- winds; by alternate cabns and squalls, clouds 
and rain. Hence every thing on board and without, is, and has 
been, in as wide contrast as possible with that of my last date. 
The whole ship is saturated, both on deck and below, with rain, 
and the waahint^ of the sea through the ports and hawser hole'i 
The air on deck is close andtppressiie and below stiflmi^ inl 
mi stj and the tossmgs and pitchmj,s and rolling of the ship 
iny thug but igreealle ti the fast di us stomachs of man; 

on board— especnlly to my fr end T who though famil 

lar foi moie than twenty jears with the capiices of the 
deep 13 in i mogt annoying state of discomfort at eierj re 
turn of rough weathei The piigiess made on oui course is 
small averaging not more than twenty five or thirty miles in the 
twenty four hnu s, thi gh wc sail by tacks in that ponod, tiom 
a hundred to a hundred and fifty. We are navigating by Lieut. 
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Maury's wind and current ctarts, and notwithstanding the seeming 
tedium of our progress, in beating against what he denominates 
the south-west monsoons of these latitudes, are satisfactorily 
demonstrating the truth of his theory and the correctness of his 
sailing directions in conformity with it. 

It is now some six or eight years since this distinguished 
young officer, whose attainments in abstruse and practical science 
have reflected such high honor not only on his profession but on his 
country, conceived the idea of collecting as many of the log-hooks 
of navigators as could he secured, with a view of collating them, 
and of projecting up,on charts, to ^d in the better navigation of the 
sea, the general osperieace in winds and currents, at all periods 
of the year, ia the different regions of the ocean. He at the same 
time urged upon the masters of ships, the importance of adding 
to the usual subject-matter of their logs, the temperature of the 
water, the set of currents, and the depth of the bed of the ocean 
when it was practicable to obtain soundings. As an incentive to 
the trouble of thus keeping a log, and of furnishing an abstract of it 
to the Natioual Observatory at Washington, the promise was given 
that each shipmaster complying with the suggestion, should re- 
ceive gratuitously from the government, a copy of the charts and 
sailing directions which might he the result. 

Not fully alive to the object or aware of its gi-eat importance, 
the response was slow and imperfect. In the course of a few 
years, however, sufficient data were secured ; and the first practical 
result was the shortening by ten days of the voyage to the 
eciuator, and consequently to Eio de Janeiro. From the earliest 
times this passage, from North America, had been made by run- 
ning ohlicLuely across the Atlantic to the longitude of the Gape 
de Verde Islanda, before venturing to strike the north-eaat trade- 
wind. A traditionary report and belief m the existence of 
strong adverse currents along the South American coast, and 
the fear of not being able to double C'ipe St Eoque, should thn 
equator not be crossed far to the V i t, led to this. It required no 
little moral courage and determination in one of a class prover- 
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bialEy wedded to custom and subject to superstition, to venture 
the trial of the new route. Suoh an one was found, towever, and 
tbe result was moat satisfactory. The opinion is now flrmly 
entertained by many of the most esperienced navigators, that by 
following the direction of the wind and murent charts, the length 
of the voyage is diminished one fifth. This is ar^ immense saving 
of time in a commercial point of view. Doubtless the patient perse- 
verance of tbe accomplished astronomer, in this new field of dis- 
covery, with the aids which are now rapidly placed in his posses- 
sion, will lead to simihtr results on all the grand routes of 
navigation over every ocean, and place the commercial world in 
indebtedness to his genius for savings in time, and eonseijuently 
in money, of incalculable amounts. 

Last night, from nine till ten o'clock, we enjoyed a beautiful 
spectacle, in a halo around the moon of colors as vivid aa those 
of an ordinary rainbow, and in concentric circles moat clearly 
defined. The moon, near the full, retained her face of silver in 
the midst of a field of gold, shadowmg towards the outer edge 
into a delicate amber and then into the deepest maroon. A belt 
of the purest blue intervened, when the encircling colors were 
repeated in fainter hues ; apparently, though not philosophically, a 
reflection of the first. -The phenomenon was so striking, and so 

singularly beautiful, that Liout R , the officer of the deck at 

the time — one ever alive to the poetic and impressive in nature, 
aa well as to the scientific and practical in his profession — dis- 
patched a messenger hurriedly for me. The commodore and 
captain were also summoned, and soon, with most of the other 
officers, joined us on the poop, while the whole crew, from djifer- 
ent parts of the ship, shared in the admiration excited by the 
scene. It is the first exhibition of any thing unusual in sky or 
sea that has thus far marked our passage. A humid atmosphere 
and a thin fleecy scud were its accompaniments. 

August 2Sd. — In the course of the night of the 22d inst. we 
took the south-east trado-wind, three degrees north of the equator, 
and at once bade adieu to the doldnims. We crossed the lino at 
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liigt noon, yesterday, on the parallel of 28° 30' W. long, without 
any very perceptible ' jolt ;' and we rushing on our course at the 
rate of teu miles the hour. 

Just in the edge of the evening, after hammooka had been piped 
down, the ship was hailed loudly from the hows, and it was reported 
to the officer of the deck, that " Neptune was alongside and request- 
ed permission to come on board." This was granted, and very 
uncfpeotedly to me this monarch of the seas, his queen ind suite 
null their appeaiance m deck They were soon enthroned on 
tht foiecastle with an iinmenae bdfhing tub failed with salt watei 
m tiont of them, in readiness for the presentation of thtse of the 
crew whi hj.d nevei before been in this section of thiir watery 
dominions The sun being long 'set and the moon tor the time 
(ticmed I could not m^lce out vuy Well tho c stume ot then 
myestiea furthet than to judge it to be of the litest marme 
iishion The most conspicuous article in that of Neptune was 
a fill bottomed wig of white mamlla, glass closely curlid like 
that of a lord ch'inielloi on the woolaaok but covuimg not only 
his head, tace and shouldeis, but his entire figure, gmng him the 
aspect in general of a polar bear with the head and mane of a 
Hon. He bore himself with imperial dignity, while Madame 
Amphitrite, of very sturdy and Dutch-like make, sat meekly by 
his side, in a fashionably made dress of coarse canvas, or sacking, 
with a shepherdess hat of the same material, hair in long ringlets 
'k I'Anglaise,' cheeks highly rouged, low neck and short sleeves, 
with bare arms which bore a very suspicious resemblance, in 
muscle and color, to those of one of our most brawny forecastle 

The commodore, with whom I waa walking on the poop-deck, 
being informed of the presence of the distinguished company, 
made his way to the forecastle, claiming courteously from the 
monarch the privilege of the entree, from having crossed the equa- 
tor already some dozen of times. This Neptune most graciously 
conceded, with the flattering remai'k that he " reeoDeoted his 
countenancG perfectly, and was very glad to see him." The 
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interview, like most otters on state occasions, was brief, conclud- 
ing on the commodore's part liy his sayiag, " he presumed the 
presentations of the eyening would be numerous," Neptune reply- 
ing " yes," that he had " never seen so many green-horns on 
board one ship in his life ! " A call of the names of candidates 
for the honor was now begun, and the gentlemen of the court, 
disguised in dress and with blackened faces, began to drag from 
every hiding place many an unwilling, but vainly resisting sub- 
ject, who had never before entered the southern hemisphere. 
Forced into the presence with good-nature and laughter, by over- 
powering numbers, and blindfolded and seated on the edge of the 
tub, the victim was hailed by Neptune with stentorian voice 
through an immense p^te-board trumpet, in the questions — 
" What is your name ? " " Where are you from ? " " Were you 
ever in these parts before?" While in the act of answering 
each of these respectively, a coarse brush dipped in a mixture of 
tar, siush, and lampblack van hastily passed over the mouth of 
the respondent. The court barber was then called to do his duty 
in shaving the gentleman with No. 5, No. 9, or No. 15, refer- 
ring to the qualities of the razor; this being determined by 
the degree of submissivenees and good-nature, or the surliness 
and resistance of the subject in hand. The lathering brush 
was something of the form and softness of a broom of split 
hiokory, the lather the composition before described, and the 
razors, two or three feet in length, of different degrees of edge, 
from the smoothness of straight wood to the roughness of a jagged 
piece of iron hoop. When an order for dressing the hair was 
added, in penalty of speoial refractoriness and ill-humor, the 
brash used was formed of long wooden pegs fised in a board with 
a handle, like a hatchel for dressing flax ; the pomatum, tar ; to 
which, in extreme cases, was added a powdering of flour in the 
style of " '76," the whole winding up with a sudden souse, back- 
wards, heels over head into the tub of salt water. The presenta- 
tion thus completed, the new courtier, half drowned, and dripping 
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like a water god, was loft at liberty to free himself at leisuro 
from tlie tar and lampblack, and dry himself as heat lie could. 

The case of all others, in which the least sjmpatliy waa 
elicited, was that of a yoang landsman, who, after long impanity, 
had been detected some time before as a thief — supplying his own 
wardrobe Tery freely from the clothes-bags of his shipmates. The 
answer to the usual question, " who is this ? " when he was brought 
forward, " Jaoksott the thief ! " was received with a general shout 
of applause, and the following dialogue ensued. " What is your 
name ? " " Jackson." " Yes, sir ; and the sooner you slip your- 
self out of one so Olustrious the better." " Where are you 
from ? " " -" " And a disgrace you are to so respect- 
able a place. Were you ever in my dominions before ? " " No." 
" I knew it : aud take care you aie nevei' found in them again ; 
or, if you are, look out how you fill your bag with other men's 
clothes for an outfit ! " " Barber, do your duty: give him No. 15, 
and see that you dress his hair in the &st style ! " 

The striking of eight bells and the calling of the first night 
watch brought the rough sport to an end. I have not time to- 
night to moralize on the subject or to speculate upon the pro- 
priety of the indulgence. By whose authority it was sanctioned 
I do not know. Many of the oiEcers regarded it I believe with 
disapprobation, as a species of saturnalia unauited to the rigid 
discipline of a man-of-war, and liable to be abused, while others 
defended it on the ground of old usage among sailors, and as an 
amusing relief to the tedium of a long voyage. By a little 
management I succeeded in EcreenLng from observation, tUl all 
hands were called to duty, two or three youngsters who were 
anxious to escape the annoying process. 

August 25(A. — Sailing in the latitudes of the south-east 
trade-winds is the very perfection of life at sea. The waters, as 
smooth and level as a prairie, are of the deepest tint of blue, with 
the addition in certain declinations of the sun, of a dash of roso 
color, imparting to the whole, for a time, the appearance of a 
plain of velvet of the true Tyrian pui-ple. Tliough moving with 
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great rapidity, ttrougt a wide and dnep furrow of sparkling foam 
east up by our bowa, the sails of oui frigate, fully ■iet fiom the 
deck to the rojal-maBt-heads fore and aft, sleep by the houi 
without the slightest apparent motion, as if, in placi of can^ as 
spread to tke breeze, they were a like quantity of f hiselle 1 
marble. Then, at night, such a moon I with the aouthem rro^s 
in marked beauty inviting to the sublimest medit«i,tions The 
Magellan clouds, too, are in sight : small spots of fleety whiteness in 
the sky, similar in general aspect to the nebul^io of thp milky 
way. Indeed, with the mercury by Farenheit at Lb° the wh le 
Sonthern hemisphere is in brilliant exhibitioa, many of the 
most conspicuous stars flashing on the eye, not onh with the 
brightness, but apparently with the varying tints it the dia 

The smoothness of the sea and steadiness of the wind have 
afforded a good opportunity for exercise at the batteries, and in 
the vaiious evolutions incident to aa engagemeat in battle. The 
station of a chaplain, in action, is with the surgeons in the cock- 
pit in attendance upon the wounded and dying ; or, at his option 
perhaps, on the quarter-deck, in taking notes of the conflict. la 
these sham engagements, at least, I prefer the deck : and have 
stood with the commodore and captain, while broadside after 
broadside has been fired, till the whole ship has been enveloped 
in smoke, and I found myself at the end as well powdered as a 
miller, though not in such whiteness. An evening or two since 
trial was made in throwing shell with the Paixhan guns, Tho 
esplosion took place eight seconds after the discharge, with 
beautifiil effect. The tendency of all these exhibitions, though 
only aa an excroiso, is ever to make me regard with fresh horror 
and abhorrence the entire system of war— -its principles, spirit, 
implements and cruel results. 

August Wth. — The prevailing thoughts and feelings of my 
mind and heart this morning, traceable to visions of tho night, 
may be best expressed, perhaps, by the familiar quotation — 
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" Who liaa not felt how sadly sweet 

The dream of home — the djcam of Lome 
Steals o'er the heart too soon — -too fleet, 
I When far o'er sen, or land we roam I 
Sunlight more soft may o'er us fall, 

To greener ehores oor bark may oome, 
But far more bright, more dear than all. 

That dream of home — that dream of home ! " 

Littl I J 1 confessed it, " EiTerside I "■— " Eivci'sidc ! " 
is til a t t h mg of my ieart, aod my home is ever ia 
bright a b f me. I breakfast with you every morning, 

sit by m nli^jht w tb you in the veraadab every evening : walk 
with you every day to " Prospect Roclc " — to " Gortlee " — to the 
upper fields beneath the moimtain, and drive witb you, if at no 
other time, at least every Sunday to your little chureb, along the 
magnificent terrace of the river-road. 

I say, I breakfast with you every morning, IHd you know 
exactly the state of the larder and store-room of our mess, you 
would wonder that I do not include all my meals in the avowal. 
For some time past, on each suceessive day, the giving out of 
article after aitiele for our table, bas been reported, till nothing 
mw lemains but salt beef, so hard ai fully to justify the eailoi's 
cognomen of " Uncle Sam's Mahogany,' and salt pork is rusty 
js the beef is bard No potatoes oi ofhei vegetables, no butter 
bcfter than rancid lard, and no bread fit to be eaten except the 
chip's " hard tack," are left Diied beans aad peas we have but 
both filled with weevil, wbitb the oook bas devised no moans oi 
si,pji itmg, before being 'itrved, from the article itself The con 
leijuence is, that when thej come to u? m the form of soup, the 
floating insects diowued and oveidone, are the moat conspicuous 
part of the mess, and when baked, give to the dxoh the ippeai 
ance of being alieady well peppeied I can jora \erj LbecrtuUy 
in a jest over such untemptmg tjie and think of home, but 
cannot, like some of my messmates, persuade myselt mto the 
illusion that the little black insects speckling our board are only 
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a riok condiment to give zest to tlic ropast, and with tlicm par- 
take of it con gusto. 

Yesterday our Iwt turkey, after taying given flavor to a tu- 
reen of watery sonp, was served as a boiled dish. As we were 
about taking oar seats at the table, a suggestion, made eitlier seri- 
ously or in mischief, that the poor bird had not waited for the 
cook to bring its head to the block, but had died unexpectedly 
of its own accord, pxit a participation of either soup or meat, on 
my part, out of the question ; and led, by the time the report 
had made the circuit of tl e table to a kind of impromptu Oourt 
of Inquiry m thi. ea e Tho steward was at once summoned by 
the he<4d of the me^a wlio foul of j joke, and knowing that the 
fat and shimng negro now honored with this office, like many 
of the more imitative and aspirmg of his race, was somewhat 
grand luquent m liis hnguige piit to him the question — " Stew- 
ard, are you qmte sure that the old fellow under this cover was 
entirely vigorous when he was taken from the coop ? " " No ! 
sir, he wasn't wigorous at all I he was perfectly good ! " " Why, 
steward, what do you suppose I mean by vigorous ? " "I don't 
know, sir, but I suppose from the way you ask me, something 
bad." " Well, steward, I do not wish to he too particular in 
this investigation, but just tell me this much, could the old fel- 
low really stand on his legs when he was killed ? " " Sartain, 

sir, he eould." " Then, geatlemon," says Mr. , addressing 

hunself to the mess, " I go for the turkey," ajid lifting the cover 
disclosed to view a mere skeleton in a shrivelled bag of skin, 
witJi scarce an ounoe of flesh on the whole carcass. 

You must not infer, either from the feelings expressed at the 
beginning of this date, or from the dietetic disclosure into which 
I have been incidentally betrayed, that I am otherwise than 
entirely content and happy : as much so as I well can be in this 
world of imperfection and sin. This is attributable, however, 
chiefly if not solely to the conviction in mind and heart, that 
I am at the post of duty — 
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" The ehepherd of a wandering flock 
That has the ocean for its wold — 
That liaa the vessel for its fold ; " 

and am, as I trust, in a spirit ciieerftillj and faithfully to meet 
ita responsibilities. Whether to any liigh result or visible effect, 
it is not in the power of man to say. Tiie sufficiency for this is 
of God alone. I am thankful that I feel no discouiageBient in 
the use of the means for moral reformation and spiritual grace 
in those around me. Nothing but personal espcrience could per- 
suade one of tlie almost insurmountable obstacles that exist, on 
board a man-of-war, to the conversion of any of tbe crew, and 
to a life of godliaess in one of their namber, or make liim credit 
without close observation, the number and the power of 

" The secret onrranta that here flow 
'With sooh resistless undei-taw, 
And lift and drift with terrible force 
The will from its mooringa and its course." 



; leas than a miracle, bumanly speaking, could acbieve 
such a result ; but, as the eonversioii of any soul, and a life of 
godliness in any heart, anywhere, are miracles of grace, I do not 
allow myself to despair of such results ultimately through the 
word and Spirit of God, whether I ever know them or not. So 
firmly is hand joined in hand among the crew, against every thing 
savoring of a profession of or pretension to persona! religion, 
that it would require no ordinary degree of moral courage, in 
any one — ^whatever might be his secret convictions, feelings or 
purposes — to disclose or avow it. Many cheerfully give counte- 
nance, both by their words and conduct to good morals in others ; 
but all seem tacitly at least to say " thus far only shalt thou go." 
Though it is by no means unusual to see one and another in dif- 
ferent parts of the sliip reading a Bible or a Testament either 
alone or aloud to others ; though tracts, and religious papers, and 
books, are eagerly accepted and seriously read, still, to got tho 
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name of a ' Bible-man ' by joining a class for reading tinder the 
chaplain, or of a paalni-singing and praying man, from Ijeing 
known to practise such derotion, is as mucli dreaded as would be 
a scurrilous reproach. From this feeling it is, that I have thus 
far attempted in Tain to establish Bible-classes or secure a meet- 
ing for moral and religious instractioa, beyond the public worship 
of the Sabbath and our daily evening prayer : and from the same 
fear of man it is that one or two spiritually-minded members of 
a chnreh, whom T have discovered among the ship's company, are 
nnwilliag to have their true character and profession known. 

The purpos f th h f m authority, to abandon as £ir as 
practicable, in th d pi n f the ship, the irofl rule, and in 
place of the "at an I th olt," the kick and the curse, to 
substitute a tr atm nt 1 1 grading to maa and more befitting 
him as a moral g nt la telligent being, has been carried 
out. Thns far th sp m nt has been successful ; and we have 
a cheerful, obed nt t nl efficient crew. We are also de- 
monstrating the f t by p ce, that a crew can be content and 
happy without havm^ served to thera the ration of gi-og furnished 
by government. Knowing that two thirds of all the evil and mis- 
ery to which sailors, as a class, are subject both at sea and on 
shore, arises from the use of strong drink, I, early after the com- 
nieneement of our cruise, made efforts by private argument as 
well as by public addresses, to demonstrate the magnitude of the 
evils arising from intemperance, and to persuade all to follow the 
example of those who had stopped drawing rum. In securing 
so desirable an object, I have had the warm support of those in 
authority, whose opinion and influence would be likely to have 
most effect. Commodore McKeever and Captain Mcintosh have 
both given me their aid ; and the former has twice publicly 
addressed the ship's company on the subject. The conseijuenee is, 
we shall enter port without the name of an individual on the 
grog list ; with the universal admission that the ship's company, 
to say the least, arc as content and happy without the rum as 
they wore with it, and oortaioly more quiet and orderly. 
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In the course of mj canvi^ oa the subject, I bad, not only, 
many interesting, bat many amuaing conyersations and arguments 
with various individuals. Before yielding, there was a great 
struggle in the minds of some half a dozen old topers — old meu- 
of- wars-men, perfect sea-dogs, who, for half a century have drunk 
their grog as regularly as the roll of the drum announcing its 
readiness was beard, and felt that they could not live without it. 
I really pitied soroe of these old fellows, in the meatal struggle 
they suffered, between conscience aad a desire to follow the ad- 
vice of those they honor, and the continued craving of an appe- 
tite strengthened by the habit of a whole life, I fell in with two 
of these one day immediately after one of the addresses of the 
Commodore. They were looking moat doleful — as a true sailor 
seldom docs look escept in some great moral extremity. Sus- 
pecting the cause, I opened a conversation in which one of them 
met my persuasions by saying, with a most appealing look, 

" Why, Mr. 8 , I haven't been without my grog every day 

for fifty years. Why, sir, I ehould die without it. I was 
brought up on it ; ray father kept a public house, and I sucked 
the tumblers, sir, from the time I was a baby 1 " But the old 
man soon joined the rest of his shipmates in the resolution to 
banish the grog tub. He has now gone a long time without his 
rnm ; and, in place of dying from the want of it, as he said he 
should, came up to me yesterday, looking hale and hearty, and 

with a bright smile and sparkling eye, said, "Mr. S , I 

wouldn't have believed it — but, it's true. I don't ,miss my 
grog at all. Tou told me I would live through it, if I did knock 
it off. And so I have, and I feel ten times better without it 
than I ever did with it ! " 
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ElO BE JJNGICO. 

8epi. ith. — Land was descried at ten o'cloct, on the morning 
of the let inst., and before noon we had Gape Fi'io iu full view, 
twenty miles distant. Isolated from other highlands of the 
coast, it stands out boldly and loftily in the ocean ; and, after 
being once seen, is not easily to be mistaken in its outline. We 
were rushing onward, before a fresh trade-wind beneath a brilliant 
sky, at the rate of eleven miles the hour ; and at twelve o'clock, 
hauling closely round the Cape to the westward, opened a lofty 
and picturesque mountain coast on our right. 

The speed at which we were sailing was in itself sufficient 
to produce great exhilaration. Add to this, the beauty of the 
sportive sea — leaping, foaming, and sparkling around ub ; the 
varied and noble outlines of the shore ; the objects of increasing 
interest coming hourly in view, with the assurance of an early 
termination of our passage, and you can readily imagine that 
by nightfall, the continued excitement became almost painful. 
As darkness began to gather round us, the feint outlines of the 
famed Sugar Loaf mai'king the entrance to the harbor of Rio, 
were discernible ; and the first gleamings of the light on Kasa 
Island, some seven miles seaward from it, came cheerily upon the 
eye. The wind still continued fresh, and we bad the prospect of 
entering the port at night; but, just as we were attempting to do 
so by heading into the channel, the breeze died suddenly aw:iy, 
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and we dropped anelior on what is called the "rolling ground," 
The appropriateness of this name was fully demonstrated to us 
Iiefore morning, by a depth of rolling on the part of our good 
ship in a dead calm which we had not before experienced in the 
hea st weather at ei 

As fo mjs If I was mo e than content to pi g a re tlc^a 
n ght f cm th s cau r the tl an 1 se the oj jo t n t^ f ente 
iDg the ha ho hy lajl ght I wa anx ous to t jit tl fiJel fy 
of tl e mj e s ens i ce ved twenty j ears ago t m the samu 
scenery and to determine how f r tl e magn tcent p ct ro ^t 11 
1 ngermg n my memo y was i st tie 1 by the r al ty o 1 ow far 
it was to be att b te 1 to the enthu asm of yo n^er yea s and 
the freshness of le&s expe euced t ^vel The e rly I gbt of the 
mo n ng i[mcklj lete m ne 1 the po nt I was h rr ed to tl e 

de k by a message f om Let K al eady there an! do not 

recollect ever to have been impressed with higher admiration by 
any picture in still life, than by the group of mountains and the 
coast scene, meeting my eyes on the left, as I ascended the poop. 
The wildness and sublimity of outline of the Pao d'Assucar, Duos 
Hermanos, Gavia and Gorcovado, and their fantastio combinations, 
from the point at which we viewed them, caa scarce bo rivalled, 
while the richness and beauty of coloring thrown over and 
around the whole in purple and gold, rose color and ethereal 
blue, were all that the varied and glowing tints of the rising day 
ever impart. So fancy sketch of fairy land could surpass this 
scene, and we stood gaaing upon it as if fascinated by the work of 
a master hand. 

The pyramidal hills on the eastern side of the channel are 
less lofty and less wild than these but impressive in their mas- 
siveness, and beautiful in the verdure of van ui yr wth clinging 
to their steep sides and mantling the r summits Together they 
form a portal to Eio worthy, not only the city 1 ut the vast and 
magnificent empire of which it s the metr polia 

There was full leisure for tl e nj Tneut of the ■scene, for the 
e did not set in, witl fl e t atre gth t e ible us to 
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r way, till after micl-day. Iq the mean time I secured 
;, while a thorough ship-oleaning was going od, both in- 
side aBcl out. This waa so satisfactorllj accomplished by four 
hundred busy hands, before the breeze would allow of taking oar 
anchor, that, with the crew freshly dressed in a nnifonu of white 
and new summer hats, we looked, on. taking our positioQ among 
the men-of-war at anchor, more like a ship on a gala-day in port, 
than one just arrived from sea. 

The width of the entranco is a mile, though the ioftiaeas of 
the granite shafta by which it is formed, gives the impression of 
its being muoli narrower. The Sugar Loaf on the left — the naked 
peak of a mountain of rock whose broad base lies far below in 
the great deep— rises, with a slight leaning westward, to an eleva- 
tion of twelve hundred and ninety-two feet according to the 
measurement of Captain Beechy. The corresponding mass on 
the eastern side, leas isolated and more rounded, is aix or 
seven hundred only. At the base of tbia, upon a tongue of rock 
projecting into the channel, is the atrong and massively built for- 
tress of Santa Cruz, against whose Cyclopean foundations the 
swell from the open sea beats heavily. Its white walls and 
embattled parapets, pharos lantern and telegraph fixtures, with the 
imperial flag of green and gold flaunting in the breeze, are the 
first features of civilization meeting the eye : all else along the 
coast looks as primitive and untamed as on the day it was first 
discovered. 

From the point at which we were at a h 1 ttl w th th 
harbor could be seen : a small fortified It tw th t 11 
masts of the shipping at the man-of-war h g d ta t fi 
miles, and the faint outlines of the Org m t th f 

north. But on passing the Sugar Loaf d f t th by p 
and the extent and magnificence of it 1 d g f t 
rapidly disclosed. The mountain group, wh h mp e. d ua 
in the roorniug and seemed to belong esclu iy t th ts d 
found to constitute in new aspects and It p t th 

grand outline of tic western Hide within. 
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To these aspects of nature there was soon added the charm of 
art. Long lines of imposing edifices edge the shores; white 
cottages and riilaa spriniile the hill-sides and crest the mountain 
ridges ; while church steeples and convent towers and the thick- 
ened masses of building in the city gradually rise to view. 

. As our ship moved gently onward the effect was like the un- 
folding of a panoramic picture. First came the land-locked bay 
of Botafogo, backed and overhung by the lofty peaks of the Her- 
manos and Gavia — its circular shores and sweeping sand-beach 
being embellished with a palace-like hospital and numerous 
suburban residences of the aiistocratic and wealthy. Then the 
green and picturesque valley of the Larangeiras, with cottages 
hanging like birds' nests on its hill-sides, beneath the wooded chffs 
and naked summit of the Oorcovado ; followed quickly by the 
bay of Flamengo, the Gloria hill, the hills of Santa Theresa and 
San Antonio crowned by their convents, Oastle hill with its 
Capuchin monastery and old bastions, the hill of San Bento, 
and the entire city overtopped by the mountainous range and 
bell-shaped peak of Tejuca, 

While these objects on the left successively absorb the atten- 
tion, on the right a precipitous range of granite hills, extending 
two or three miles northward from the fortress of Santa Cruz, 
falls sheer into the water like the Highlands of the Hudson, It 
terminates in a bold promontory which divides a deep, circular 
inlet, called the bay of St. Francis Xavier, from the chief harbor, 
and which from some points of view ia strikingly in the form of a 
colossal lion couchant, with the head settled banknard in stateh 
noss upon the shoulders. At the further distance f a mile t 
picturesque cliff-bound little islet — evidently on e i port of the 
adjoining mainland — marks the northern entiamce to this inner 
bay. Surmounted by a white chape! facing the sea dedIC^ted to 
" our Lady of good voyages," the special patroness of the sailor 
it is a conspicuous and interesting feature m the tojoi,rapl y tl e 
first and the last upon which the ignorant anl suj.cist t ous ammg 
voyagers and seafaring men, have long been accustomed to fix 



by Google 



m BEAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

their eyes on entering and on leaving port. Beyond this, upon a 
widely sweeping beach, stretch the populous rural suburbs of 
Praya DomiDgo and Ptaya Grande, immediately facing the city. 
These terminate in a lofty round d hill \ tly nder eultiTation 
and partly in wood, which cut ff all futh view northward, 
except clusters of islands oa th It nt wat and the far-off 
mountains rising sis thousaud ft m t th ky. The whole 
was seen by us under the strong 1 ght nd h des of the after- 
noon, as with a light sea-breeze w fi at 1 g tly up and dropped 
anchor abreast the city, midway from either shore. A cluster of 
men-of-war were moored inside of us, from whose mast-heads 
floated the national flags of England, Portugal and BrazO, but 
none bearing the stripes and stars of the United States. 

Towards night the coloring thrown over mountains and val- 
leys, city and hay, was most gorgeous. A light haae, like that of 
Indian summer at home, characterized the atmosphere; through 
this the sua shone in fiery redness, empurpling the mountains, 
gilding dome and steeple and convent tower, and spreading a 
crimson glow over the entire bay. I have been thus minute In 
the description of the panorama surrounding us, because these 
winding shores aud curving beaches, these verdant hills and 
towering mountains, are for many months in two or three suc- 
cessive years, to be the objects of hourly observation and the 
haunts of my daily rambles. The Sugar Loaf and the Coroovado, 
the Gavia and the Peak of Tejuca, Gloria hill, Botafogo, Praya 
Grande and the Organ mountains, will become in my communica- 
tions to jou, familiar as household words. 

Admiration of the natural sceneij was not the only feeling 
of which I waa conscious, in advancing up the harbor. Hcmem- 
brances of the past came unbidden to my mind and heart. With 
the first opening view of the Praya Tlamengo, I was quick in 
my search with a glass among its mansions, for the dwelling which 
during my former visit had been to me a happy homo. It was 
easily distinguished in its unchanged exterior. But where was 
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tte brilliant and aceomplislied diplomatist, whose genial spirit 
and polished mind gave such charm to ita Iiospitalities 1 Long a 
tenant of tte tomb ! and I oould not l^ut recall the fact, that, with 
him, every one whose acquaintance I had here made- — an acquaint- 
anceship wliieh, in aomo instances, from after intercourse, ripened 
into mature friendship — was also in the world of spirita ; Tudor, 
Otway, Inglefield and "Walsh, all gone. A generation had well- 
nigh passed away ; and all waa cliangcd. A new Emperor was on 
the throne — a new Bishop over the see : there was no one to meet, 
and no one to look upon, whom I had ever seen before. 

It was the predominance of feelings such as these tliat led, in 
my first visit on shore, to a solitary pilgrimage to tlie former 
Embassy, to loolr once more upon ita familiar portal — now in pos- 
session of strangers, — and on my retura at eventide through the 
embowered pathways of the Gloria hill, to thmk what a dream is 
life, and how vain as an abiding good, the highest attainments and 
most honored positions gained by mau on earth. 

Sepiemier &ih, — Rio de Janeiro, if not built like Eome on 
seven hilla, can boast an equal number around the bases of which 
, her streets and dwellings closely cluster. The bright verdure of 
tliese — in tufted groves and shrubbery and in gleaming turf — as 
they rise abruptly here and there, from one to two hundred feet 
above the red-tiled penthouse roofs of the dwellings and the som- 
bre turret and towers of church and convent, adds greatly to tiie 
beauty of the city, whether seen from shipboard, or in vistas at 
tiie end of the streets, on shore. One of the most conspicuous and 
lofty is Castle hill, so called from being surmounted at one of its 
angles, by the ramparts and dismantled batteries of a small fort, 
erected by tlie first colonists. It is also called by foreigners. 
Signal hill — from being the telegi-aphic station to which the move- 
mente of all shipping in the offing is made known, by signals 
from other stations at the entrance of the harbor and along the 
coast. Besides the ruin of the ancient fortress and the fixtures 
of the telegraph, it is conspicuously marked by the double-pin- 
nacled chaveh of a former Capuchin monastery, and by tlie old 
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college of the Jesuits, both now convorted to the use of tlio 
public — the one as a mOitary hospital, and the other a medical 
school. The hill juts so cloaely on the bay as to interrupt, for a 
half a mile, the line of the city along the water, and to leaye 
room only for a single street This is not built upon, but being 
open to the soa-bi-eeze and commanding a fine water view, is much 
frequented as a drive and promenade in the afternoon and eve- 
ning. Inland from Castle hill, and separated from it by what 
was onoe a deep glen, but now a densely inhabited part of tho 
city, rises the hill of San Antonio, so called from being the posses- 
'm of a brotherhood of that name, whose convent stands in mas- 
fe dimensions on its brow. These bills occupy the centre of 
the city, while that of San Bento, also crowned by a stately con- 
vent; that known as the Bishop's hiU, from being surmounted by 
the Episcopal palace ; and the hill of Lavradio, are on its northern 
side. The hiUa of Santa Theresa and Gloria, thus named — the 
one from a nunnery, and the other from a church dedicated 
to our Lady of Glory, are on the south. All originally rose 
from and encircled a marsh, the site of the present metropolis. 
Till within the last half century, the whole oity then containing 
only some thirty thousand inhabitants, lay between Castle hill 
and the hiU of 8aa Bento, a distance of less than a half mile as 
a water front, in a parallelogram of rectangular streets extending 
abont as far inland. This section is still regular ; but in most 
others since built, the streets follow the curvature of the hills at 
their bases, and straggle from these, in every direction, up the 
ravines intervening between the spurs running from the mountains 
to the plain. The streets in general are narrow, and roughly 
paved with cobble-stones : the sidewalks being comfortable for 
two persons only abreast. The population is now about 200,000 
— including the suburbs which are very extensive, and reach south 
some five miles and nearly tho same distance west; whilo Praya 
Domingo and Praya Grande, on the opposite side of the bay, form 
quite a town in themselves. 

The general climate of Brazil from its great equality has been 
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regarded as one of the most BalitbrioiiB and healthfol of tlio tropical 
regions of the world. Before the Congress left the United 
States, however, it waa known that within the last year the yel- 
low fever had made its appearance along the seaboard, and had 
raged with great mortalitj in the principal cities-; especially in 
Peraambuco, Bahia, and Rio de Janeiro. We were uncertain 
what the state of health might be on our arrival ; and were thank- 
ful to leara, by the first boat boarding ns, that the epidemic 
had ceased, after frightful ravages among natives and foreigners, 
both afloat and on shore. The business of the port was almost 
suspended by its virulence for six or eight months ; the citizens 
in great numbers having fled to the country, while the shipping put 
to sea. The general health is now good, public confidence is 
restored, and the inhabitants have returned to their shops and 
dwellings. 

The oiigin of the pestilence is a mooted point here, among me- 
dical men of the most di'itrngui'ihed talent and experience Some 
contend thit it was onpoited from Afiici by slave shij,?, 
others that it was mfioduced at Perntmbuoo in a ship fiom New 
Orleans, ind otheis agim believe it to be of domestic genera 
tion, conntoted with atmoapheiical pheuimena, thus tar lUhCtu 
table to the observations ot mm This last opinion is sup 
ported by changes of a meteoiological chaiaotei unnersallyac 
knowltdged one the mtenuption, amounting almost to an entire 
cessation, of thundei storms in the afternoons, toimeily of such 
regulai daily oceuiTen(,e, thit appointments for bnsmes'" or 
pleaame were made m leference to them, as to taking place 
" before " oi ' after the shower " It is a tact also attested by 
medical min, that of hte yeais, marked modifications for the 
worse hue been ob^eived in the tjpes of fevei pievalent, till 
their malignancy reached the climax jnst expeneni-ed. There 
was, too, at the commencement and during the continuation of the 
a stagnation and want of elasticity in the atmosphere, 
the cessation to a great degree of the fresh and regular 
winds from the sea, very perceptible and very oppressive : all 
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confirmatory of the belief that the sickneas was atmospheric and 
indigenous. History and tradition are also brought to support 
this supposition; nearly a century ago, a similar pestilence is said 
to have prevaOed in Rio, with the same devastating effect; and 
records of the years 1666, 16S6, and 1694, hear testimony to 
visitations of a like kind. There is reason therefore to hope that 
the scourge wili disappear as it has done before, and not become 
annual and endemic as in the West Indies. 

The weather now is as delightfiil as can be imagined, with a 
clearness and brilliancy of atmosphere like that on the Hudson 
in the month of June, throwing an enchantment around the 
scenery of the bay perfectly irresistible. 

September lOtk. The first tw tb d y ft '1 

were marked chiefly by an int h f is t f my 

between the ofBoers chief in e mm dftbt g ^dns 
near us and onr ship; aoeomp d by fit 

deafening to the ears, filling the p fm j b f th h 

with smoke and sulphur, and aw k g t f th d th 

ten thousand echoes of the adj m t I b b 

in the world, perhaps, is more p d w t d 
year than ia this. There seem t b m 

some new occasion for a salute. tb d y f 
the course of a half hour tb G 1 

heavily charged thirty-four ponnd 11 f wh 

in the same space of time, gun for gun. Two ot the intervening 
days since have been fSte days on shore, calling for three separate 
salutes — morning, noon, ajid night — of twenty-one guns from all 
the forts and Brazilian men-of-war in the harbor, and at mid-day 
a general one of the same number, from all the flag-ships of the 
foreign squadrons. A commutation for the powder thus aminally 
wasted, would be a princely income for any one securing it. 

These observances of etiquette afloat well through with, 
Commodore McKeever invited me yesterday morning to join 

bim, Captain Mcintosh and Lieut T , in visits on shore to 

the American Ambassador, and others of our countrymen in offi- 
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cial positions, and to Mr. H , a leading English merchant, who 

had called on hsard the Congress carlj after oui irmal. In 
1^2') md till within a yeir or two p st tho punapd landing 
waa m the tentie of the wty upon an mclined plane of solid 
masoiiiy, descendiDg into the water so is to be aooe^ible by 
b:ats at ijij "tate it the tide , this c nducted to i fino mole of 
gunite, paiapetted with stme, and foimin,^ one side of tho 
I alioe square A^-uuat the flush wall of thia mole the witer rose 
) igh, oiriyiug off into the current m its reflow, the offensive 
matti,r, whnh in want of sewers is ca«t al ng the shoies of the 
city it night An estin&ion of the square on the bay is now in 
irigics", howeyer by the dnvmg of pileo and fiUmg m with 
eaith and rubbi-Ji, and the tandmg is at a temporary stiirs and 
platform of wood, at an adjoining point, m the midst of outpoaringa 
of filth disgusting to the senses, and making impressions on the 
stranger moat unfavorable as to the purity and civUization of the 
imperial city. A carriage had been ordered for us here, and in 
its style and appointments we had evidence, at once, of the im- 
provement in equipages wHoh has been made since my last visit. 
Then, the old-fashioned Portugese Calesa, or chaise, and a clumsy 
close-carriage on leathern braces, of a aunilar style and date, were 
universally in use. I do not reooUect to have seen vehicles of 
any other kind, except the imperial cai-riages and those of the 
British Ambassador. Now, although the Calesa. is still fre- 
quently mot, and occasionally its con-frere in antiquity, the low 
open four-wheeled carriage of the fashion and finish of those 
most modern in JS'ew Yort, London and Paris, and equal to them 
in all their appointments, is m general use. Besides many livery 
stables at which these may be found, stands of them occupy the 
Palace Square and other public points at ail hours of the day. 
Twenty years ago, mulea only were driven, except in the 
instances above mentioned ; but, now, fine showy horses are as 
often seen in the turn-out. The carriage we entered was drawn 
by a pair of spirited, sleek, iong-tailed blacks. The coachman in 
a livery of sky-blue and silver, made aware, by the broad pennant 
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of the many-oared barge in ■whieh we came on store, and by the 
lace and epaulettes of my companions, of the rank of some of the 
party, dashed off with a flourish of whip and a prancing of his 
beasts that won the admiration of the bjstandere. Ho kept 
for the whole morning a Jehu speed eharaoteristio of the manner 
of driving here; and significant, it would seem, by its accelerated 
rapidity, of th d g f k £ th 't h ' 1 g f tl 
Emperor down 

The routo w to flu h y 

rons afford, lea g b m hw imm 

along the baj by b g d ff m 

ia different set, B g h m h b 

uibs The gn plm dhll h gm^ h w y 

mlind the 1 li y dgh dh 

fiom it inl mm mg w 
flfwer f,aideiis b bb b 

with beauty i ra d h m 

Bprmg thegy g dm fia 

architecture of the houses; the rases and statuary and statuettes 
around aud surmounting them ; and the stately and ornamental 
gateways, opening into fine avenues of old trees terminating in 
embowered perspective at inviting residences remote from the 
road, with magnificent views at one point and another of the 
mountains on the one side and of the bay on the other, made 
the drive both in going and returning inspiriting and delightful. 

Botafogo itself is a gem of beauty : a seeming late, three or 
four miles in circumference. The one half is as untamed and 
wild as granite-boimd shores bristling into mountains can make 
it J the other, a semicircular beach of white sand overhung with 
trees, and lined by a succession of fine residences. From the 
curving street on which these stand others run westward, forming 
a village-like settlement. On one of them we found the mansion 

of Mr. H , a spacious establishment with an air of aristocratic 

elegance approaching magnificence. Besides the lofty entrance 
hall and stately drawing-room into which we were ushered, there 
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were glimpses ttrougt different vistas of a flue library, a musio 
room, dining hall and Milliard room of proportionate dimensions 
and appropriate appointments. Situated immediately beneath the 
pyramidal shaft of tlie Corcovado, with a view of otter mountaia 
poais, the waters of Botafogo at near access on one side, and 
those of the ocean not far distant on the other, and bloom and 
bloesoni on every hand — the rustling banana around and the 
plumed palm above — the whole presented a tempting pieture of a 
home in the tropics. 

It was late in the afternoon before we again reaehed tke city. 
On incjuiring tbe charge for the carriage for the four hours we 
had it in use, I was rather surprisecl, notwithstanding the large 
number " eiglit thousand," that met the ear in answer, that the 
whole was only four Spanish dollars, the thousand being rds, a 
nominal term in the currency of the country, one thousand of 
wliich constitnte a mille-reis, a sUver coin of t!ie size and about 
the value of an American half dollar. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

lilO DE jANGieO. 

f 12iA. — On returning from the drive of Monday, I 
did not accompany the party to the ship, but gave tte remaiuder 
of the afternoon to a utroil in the city. Ita two principal and 
most attractive streets are the Eua Direita and Bua Ouvidor. The 
first runs north and south, parallel with the water, forming in its 
course the western side of the Palace Square; the other is at 
right angles with this, running east and west from a point near 
the square. A central section of the Direita ia quite wide, and 
beside the palace contains the imperial chapel adjoining it, the 
Chui-ch of the Carmelites, used as a Cathedral, and that of the 
Holy Cross : in it also are the Custom House and Exchange, the 
Post Office and Commercial Eeading-rooma, and the offices of 
the principal brokers and money-changers. It is in fact the 
Lombard-street and the Wall-strcot of Eio ; while the Ouvi- 
dor, a mile in length, filled from end to end with shops of 
all kinds — fancy goods and millinery, prints and piotures, jewelry, 
articles of vertu and bijouterie— is its Bond-toeet and ita 
Broadway. 

The Eua Ouvidor terminates in a small open square, having 
on one side the fine fagade of the church of St. FrBaoisco de Paulo, 
and on another a more modern and well built atrueture, in Gre- 
cian architecture, used as a military BChool. A short street leads 
from thia into a larger square diagonal to it, called the Koacio, in 
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whiak is the Opera House ; and a quarter of a mile further west 
lies tiie grand square of tlie Campo D'Aeelamacao, so named from 
the proclamation in it of the independence of Eraail in 1822. 
My walk extended to this. It is a rectangular common of large 
extent, hut partially hoilt upon, and is distinguished by somo fine 
public edifices. On the side next the city are the Treasury, the 
Museum and the Courts of Justice ; on that opposite, the Senate 
Chamber of the Imperial Legislature ; and on a third, a long line 
of Barracks. Roads and foot-paths crnsg it irregularly in vari- 
ous directions; but, ungraded and unplanted, it offers little 
attraction to the eye, being covered with coarse grass and weeds, 
mud-puddles and rubbish. Though thus neglected and shabby 
in itself, the views from it of tlie encircling hills and more dis- 
tant mountains are full of freshness and beauty. 

The Senate Chamber, a large square building of stone, is 
without architectural beauty or ornament. Originally the pri- 
vate residence of a governor of Bahia, when in the metropolis, 
it was sold by him to the government for its present uses. In it, 
in 1829, I witnessed the opening of the Imperial Legislature by 
Bon Pedro I. ; and learning incidentally this morning when on 
shore, that the same body was to be prorogued to-day by the 
present Emperor, I turned my steps agdn in that direction: 
partly for the accomplishment of my purpose of a walk, and part- 
ly for such observation as I might secure as an outside spectator. 
It was too late to seek a ticket of admission to the house, at tho 
Embassy or elsewhere, and the Brazilian who gave mo informa- 
tion of the ceremony, thought I could not without one gain ad- 
mittan t th ' t 'or, in tho ordinary morning dress I wore. 
Thcr 11 h w r, it was probable, be a gathering of tho 

popul t th e; and with an opportunity of the study 

this ht £■ 1 I was content. It is the remark of a biog- 
raph f th b th s Humboldt, I think, that, " however fertile 
natu m y 1 m n s always its most interesting and its moat 
important feature ; " and, after the almost exclusive observation 
of inanimate objects, from their surpassing magnifieeno for a week 
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and more, I felt doubly inclined to avail myself of tiie ebance 
of scrutinizing my fellows in new aspects of life. 

The first impressiou made on an intelligent stranger on land- 
ing at Rio would, probably, arise from the numbers, evident dif- 
ference in condition, the variety of employments, dress and un- 
dress, almost to nakedness, of the negro and slave popniation. 
Suoh figures, such groupings, auot costumes, as are exhibited by 
these on every side, it would be difficult to picture or describe : 
the rapid lope and monotonons grunt of the coffee-bag carriers, 
their nated bodies reeking with oily sweat; the jingling and 
drumming of the tin rattles or gourds borne by the leaders of 
gangs, transporting on their heads all manner of articles— chairs, 
tables, sofas and bedsteads, the entire furniture of a household; 
the dull i-ocitative, followed by the loud chorus, with which they 
move along; the laborious cry of others, tugging and hauling 
and pishing over the rough pavements heavily laden trucks and 
carta, an overload for an equal number of mulea or horses, ali 
crowd on the observation. Others, both male and female, more 
favored in their occupation, are seen as pedlers, carrying in the 
same manner, trunks and boxes of tin, containing various mer- 
chandise; glass eases filled with fancy articles and jewelry; 
trays with cakes and confectionery; and baskets with fniit, 
flowers and birds. And yet again others of the same color and 
race, more fortunate still, in being free — the street- vender, the 
mechanic, the tradesman, the soldier ; the merchant with tlie 
dress amd manner of a gentleman ; the officer in uniform and the 
priest in his frock; all by their contrasts filling the mind with 
speculation and opening channels for thought. 

An impression which would follow this first one, in quick suc- 
cession, would be derived from the fearfully mongrel aspect of 
much of the population, claiming to be white, Mulattoes, quad- 
roons, and demi-quadroons, and every other degree of tinted 
complexion and crisped hair, met, at every turn, indicate an al- 
most unlimited extent of mixed blood. This cannot fail to be 
revolting, at least to a visitor from the Northern States of our 
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country; espeeiallj as eshibifei m the fsmals portion of the 
lower urders of the commuuity, a& tliey hj,Dg over tte uudei half 
of the doors of their huu&es, gaamg up and down the street or 
lean— black, white, and gray, three aad tour together la the 
closest jnstaposition from their littiecd wmdows 

A striking eshibition of this mtongiuous mingliDg of i ecs 

i mixt e if blood w ■■ p esented in the first object upon whicli 

J f 11 t th Oampo D'Acclaraacao on my way 

t th S t Ch ml \. squadron of dragoons in a scarlet 

fmhdjtb pi dn line on one side of the square. 

\ m unt d b d Has d ess of the same color was ia at- 

t d I t It t t for a moment near this. It was 

p d f ixf p f m '3 ; and in the number included 

y h d f pi f m the blackest ebony of Africa, 

t! gh d ^ t 1 demi-quarter blood to the purely 

w th P t igu d B lian, and the clear red and white 

f th S w th bl y d flaxen hair. Sueh, in a greater 

1 1 g th m t seen in every sphere of common 

1 1 ™ 1 m t al 1 d military ; and scarce less fre- 

l tly t! I wh th vestibule of the palace aad at the 

It f th t IT h 

With the exception of thia body of horse guards and its band, 
there was but little indicition in the square of the approaching 
spectacle. Two or three bundled idlers only m addition to the 
ordinary movements n the ommon were seen loitering about. 
Those who had begun to a Hemlle however were in clean and 
holiday garb. The Senate HaJl wlii(.h last evening looked 
deserted and shabby euon^^h m its est nor appeared now in gala 
droEs. All the lofty windows alo\e ind bdow were decorated 
on the outside with hingmgs of cum on silk and the doors, 
thrown wide o^en wert screenel by draperies of green oloth, 
embroidered in the ccntie with the imperial irms in colors. A 
body-guard of Halbeidi is m livenes of green -^nd gold, stood in 
groups abont the enttance — their I fty ipeais surmounted with 
glittering battl sei be ncr it re t near at ban ! 
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Numbers of well-droased citiBens began to arrire and enter the 
building by a aide door. Perceiving among them one and another 
in coatuiuea not differing mudi from my own, I made bold to follow, 
leaving it for the door-keepers to question my right of admission. 
I knew not where I might be led, and after a long ascent by a 
dark, circular staircase, very unexpectedly found myself in an 
open gallery in the middle front of the hall, ia a line with the 
diplomatic tribune on one side, and that appropriated to the 
Empress and her ladies on such occasions, on the other. All the 
best pUees in this gailery were already filled. As I was lo 
about for a choice in such as remained unoccupied, a Bra 
gentleman, reoognizing me as a stranger, though there was nothing 
in my dress to indioate either my nation or profession, immediately 
approached and isisisted on reKnc[uishing to me his seat. It was 
in vmn that I objected to diapoasessing him, till, overcome by his 
courteous manners and unyielding purpose of civility, I bowed 
my way into it. The point of view was one of the best in the 
house, being immediately in front of the throne and the chairs 
at its foot, for the ministers and chief officers of the household. 
Besides the whole interior, it commanded also, through a large 
open window, the avenue, by which the imperial cortege would 
make its approach ia state from San Christovao, the country 
palace, thi-ee or four miles west of the city. 

The Chamber has been remodelled since 1829. Instead of 
being oblong as then, it is now semicircular, like the Senate 
Chamber at Washington. The canopy and hangings of the throne 
and the draperies of the windows, are of velvet and silk in green 
and gold, the national colors. 

The members of both Houses began soon to enter ; many in 
magnificent attire — naval and military uniforms stiff with embroi- 
deries of gold, various court-dresses and priestly robes — and 
many in a full dress of black alone, with aa abundance of glitter- 
ing stars and crosses, and the broad ribbons of different orders. 
Iq the number were many men of mark, not only in name and 
title, but in talent and popular influenee. There was no friend 
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near mc, liowever, as on the former occasion, to point them out 
imllvidiiaUy ; and I had only the unsatisfactory assurance, from 
the oiroumstaaeea of the case, of seeing before me not only the 
ministers of state and other offieere of the goTerament, but the 
leading politicians and ecclesiastics of the empire. Among them 
were many heads and countenaucas indicative of talent and un- 
mistakable intellect, with a refinement and di^^nity of bearing 
that gave a moat faTorable impression of the whole as a legis- 
lative body. 

You are aware that the gOTcmment of Brazil is a constitu- 
tional monarchy, similar in its limitations and general organization 
to that of Great Britain. A Council of State consisting of three 
members holding office for life, corresponds to the Privy Council 
of Her Majesty. The ministry, composed of the heads of six de- 
partments — those of the Empire, Justice, Foreign Affairs, Marine, 
War, and Finance — is appointed by the Emperor. The Legisla- 
ture consists of two chambers, the Senate and the House 
of Deputies, and is elected by the different cities and provinces. 
The Senators, titled and untitled, the proportion of each being 
limited by law, are fifty-four in number, ind like the Counsellors 
of State hold office for life. The deputies amount to more than 
one hundred and serve for a limited time Title.', of which there 
are a considerable number, of the various grades of Mai-ijuis, 
Count, Viscount and Baron, besides those of different ordei-s 
of knighthood, are not hereditary, and there is no right of pri- 
mogeniture in the descent of propeity 

The Legislature in its two brinches, like the Parliament of 
England and the Congress of the United States, has cognizance 
of the entire business of the empire Its discusiions and debates 
on every subject, are as free as thoip of the two bodies named, 
and, I am told, are often marked with distinguished ability, varied 
learning and accomplishment, and true parliamentary eloquence. 
T!ie temperament of the Brazilians is impulsive, and often leads 
to displays of impassioned oratory, on points eliciting the sectional 
f the Senators and Deputies. With an empire as 
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widely spread w 1 th tit f the cntiro 

revenue at Ri ft wh h tlu f ding m 

regard to app p f 1 tli 1 1 t m is maui- 

fested. Inti ftthg Ifth t gt d warmest 
partisanaliip, w f 1 tli ly 1 j b tw the old 

Portuguese population and tlie native Bras la b, f om tt absorp- 
tion by the former of tlie chief offices and emoluments of the coun- 
try when a colony, and the patronage and favoritism extended by> 
the crown to those who accompanied and followed John VI., in the 
transfer of the court from Lisbon in 1808. This cause of party 
irritation is now, however, rapidly disappearing. The native party 
with its purely native policy and views is entirely predominant, 
and can never again lose its power and influence. 

A flourish of trampets and a general hustle outside soon 

intimated the approach of the Emperor ; and, through the opea 

window before mentioned, I had a view of the procession of state. 

A company of lancers in rapid movement cleared the way. 

These were followed by a detachment of horse guards, in a 

uniform of white and gold with scarlet plumes, accompanied by 

a mounted band playing the national air ; then came six coacbes- 

and-sis — each flanked and followed by its guard of honor — contain- 

g th ^ t fli f th houeehold. The state carriage of 

th Emp I h 1 d 1 awn by eight iron grays, nezt made 

t pp ft wh h me the imperial state coach with a 

111- b t b 1 g cataloade of troops completing the 

t g E h p f h had its postillion, and each carriage 

t hm d th f tmen. All were in state liveries 

f g t fl th 1 nd embroideries in silver. The 

] 1 11 ff J k J p fitting closely to the head, with lace 

d mi d t pi with the livery, and the coachmen 

d f tm Id f ! 1 ked hats broadly laced and fringed 

th white t h f tl The postillions, mostly handsome 

y un 1 1 d th hm and footmen wore powder, and the 

h 1 f h g h was surmounted by three osti'ich 

t th fc 1 1 L th P mce of Wales' plume. The panels 
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and top of the Emperor's carriage were of erimaon velvet , but 
all other parts, tte wheels included, of the heaviest can in^, iichly 
gilt ; — the pattern and style of the whole remindmg me of tlie 
state coaches of his great ancestor, Emanuel of Portugal, m the 
palmiest days of his reign, which I recollect to have had pointed 
out to me, aa matters of antiquity, in the Eoyal Mews at Lisbon 

A procession of courtiers now appeared, in an upper corridor, 
open to view from the gallery, and, by a double line, formed a 
passage way for the Empress and ladies in wiuting, to the 
tribune appropriated to her. This was screened in front by 
curtains. As Her Majesty entered these were drawn, and all in 
the gallery rising and bowing, remained staoding. In the mean 
time the hall below became deserted, the senators and deputies 
having left it to escort the Emperor from the robing room. They 
returned in procession in a few moments, with His Majesty at the 
head in fall coronation attire, wearing tie crown and bearing the 
sceptre or gilded staff of state. While he mounted the steps of 
the throne the members filed off on either side to their respective 
places. Bowing to them, as he turned to face the assembly, the 
Emperor bade them be seated, and rested himself on his chair of 
state. A secretary then presented him with a sheet of letter 
paper in a portfolio, from which he read an address some five 
minutes in length. At its close, rising and again bowing, he de- 
scended and passed through the ceati-e of the hall as he had 
entered followed in procession by the entire body. 

Don Pedro II whom I saw as 1 child of three years, beside 
h s lather at a presentiti n on my foimei visit in Rio, is now a 
tiU u.nl stilwa t young man of tw nty£ standing among 
th se a m 1 1 n 1 ke S ul m Israel li gher than any of the 
I pie fi m hs shoullers and upward He is finely and 
masaively budt with great bieadth of she il krs and fulness of 
chest His German descent through his mother, the Areh- 
lu hess LeopolUna of Austiia is ctiil. ngly manifest in big light 
h<iir, blue CJI.S and f.iir i,oniplexion. There is nothing oitlier in 
the features or esprcssion of his face to remind one tliat, on his 
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father's side, he is a direct representative of the united blood of 
Braganza and Caatile. His eountenance, in repose, is heavy and 
iuexpi-essive, and in the reading of his speech exhibited little 
flexibility. A fixed and, seemingly, determined indifference waa 
all that could be inferred from his enunciations and intonations. 
I could not detect the slightest emotion of any kind or perceive 
a ray of feeling m his eye, as he went mechanioally through it. 
How far this might be attributed to the subject matter, I am 
unable to say; it waa in Portuguese, which I do not understand, 
and I have not yet seen a report of it in French in the daily 
journals. Still lie is inoivn to be a man of mind and character; 
has been most carefully and thoroughly educated ; is extensively 
read; scientific in his studies and pursuits; and of exemplary 
correctness in his moral principles and character. 

The Empress Dona Theresa is a Bourbon of Naples, a younger 
sister of the present King of the two Sicilies, and, of course, of 
Christiua, Queen Dowager of Spain. She is apparently some 
four or five years the senior of her lord. In person she is short 
and stout, full ia face, with well-defined features, and great amia- 



bility and benevolence of expi 
L, however, are not particulai 



Her walk and i 
■Ij marked with the high bearing 



and finished air, which give such grace and such prestige of regal 
birth and training to some of her compeers in rank, whom I have 
seen in Europe. She was in court costume — an under dress of 
white satin heavily embroidered with gold, with a profusion of 
rich iace falling deeply over the corsage and forming its sleevei 
These were looped with bands of diamonds magnofioent m size 
and lusti'c The train was of gi'een velvet with embioideries 
in gold c rresponding with those of the skirt. Her head diesa, 
with the hair worn in long ringlets in front, wis a wreith of 
diamonds and emeralds, in the shape of flowers, rismg into the 
form of a coronet over the forehead, and from which i white 
ostrich feather fell on one side gracefully to the shiulder A 
broal fash the combined ribbons of difi'erent orders — scarlet, 
fUTjle nd jji ecu— -crossed the bust from the right shoiilder to 
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the waist, above which a mass of emeralds and diamoadB of tho 
first water sparkled on her bosom. The ladies in waiting were 
also in dresses of gi'een and gold of corresponding character. 

By the time the gallery was suf&ciently cleared to allow of 
a comfortable descent, the procession was formed for a retnm, in 
the same order iu which it had arrived. The Empress was 
entering her carriage at a canopied doorway, as I gained the open 
air. Some amusing incident had just occurred, and ia taking her 
seat she iadulged in quit* a laugh with her companions. This 
entirely confirmed the impression of her good looks and amiabil- 
ity. Ten years of appai-eut age were at once thrown off, and 
both vivacity of mind and sweetness of manner indicated by it. 
A pleasant break npon the frigidity of imperial etiquette, having 
the effect of a burst of sunshine on a oloudy day, over a land- 
scape whose chief beauty till tien bad been in shade. 

A lowering morning by this tune began to settle into a heavy 
rain ; and a heavy rain here is a rain indeed. It soon poured la 
torrents ; and it seemed a pity, in an economical point of view, at 
least, as the long display moved off for a ride of three miles to 
San Cbristovao, that so much gilding and embroidery, so mnoh lace 
and velvet, and so many fine feathers should be exposed to the 
peltings of tbe storm. 
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■ IGtt. — There is no seamaa's ctaplaia or other 
American clergyman, at present at Eio ; and the religions services 
of the Sabbath on board the Congress, since our arrival, have 
been attended by many of our compatriots, both ladies and gen- 
tlemen, residents here, including the Ambassador and Consul and 
their families. Occasions occur not unfrequently both in tlie 
shipping and on shore, calling for the special services of a Pro- 
testant minister of the Gospel. This has been the ease within 
the passing weelt. The commander of an American schooner 
spoken by us the day we crossed the line, but which did not 
arrive till ten days after the Congress, died suddenly of apoplexy 
the morning he entered port. The schooner was put in quaran- 
tiae, immediately, by the health of&oer ; aad it was with great 
difficulty permission was obtained from the authorities for the 
burial of the body on shore. Mr. Kent, tlie consul, formerly 
Governor of the State of Maine, solicited my attendance officially 
at the interment This took place at the Protestant cemetery 
at Gamboa, a northern suburb of the city, situated on a broad 
indenture on the western side of the bay. Here the body had 
been carried by water Gov Eent took me m a calesa by land. 
The drive is thiough a mean and unattriotive ptrt of the city, 
by a winding couisetiDm ^tieet to sticet, between the hill of 
Sau Eento and that surmouuted bi the Bis]iop'= Palace. 
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Tlih lur'jJi^rouid was purcLtsed by the foreign residents 
of Eio twenty five or tliirty years ago. It was then, and 
stOl IS c mpiiatively, a secluded and rural spot, upon a hiJl-side 
overhung and crownfid with trees, and oommanding a heautiful 
view northwird ot the upper bay and its many islands ; of the 
rieh Taileys to tbp west; and of the Organ Mountains sireepirg 
majestically round in the distance. It is enclosed with high 
and subatantitl walls of atone, and is entered by an ornamental 
gateway of ii n riom this a winding avenue of trees marks 
the ascent to a neat little chapel on a terrace near the centre of 
the ground. Here such religious eeryieea as may be desired, or 
can be secured, before committing the dead to the grave, are 
usually observed. 

The morning was wet and gloomy, accordifig well with, the 
object of our visit, and the peculiar circumstances in whioh the 
burial was t-o take place. A funeral more sad in its desolateness 
could scarcely be: that of a stranger, in a strange land, un- 
wept and unattended by any one who bad ever seen, or ever 
heard of him when living. The consul, the undertaker, the 
grave-digger and I, as chaplain, being the only persons brought 
to the spot either by duty or humanity. Ibe ofEccra and crew 
of tie schooner were in quarantine, and, from some omission or 
mistake in the arrangements, no representative fi-oni other Ameri- 
ean vessels in port was present. 

The iindness of Gov. Kent, in giving his personal attend- 
ance, was at a sacrifice of feeling which could not fail to elicit 
my sympathy, though a stranger to him till within a few days 
past. It is but a very brief period, scarcely a month, since he 
committed to the newly-made grave near whioli we were standing, 
an only son of great promise just verging into manhood r one of 
the last of the victims of the late epidemic. The associations 
of the passing scene could not but revive in painful freshness a 
sorrow that has not yet lost its keenness. 

The rain, and the wetness in every pathway, prevented all 
observation, except a general glance around, or any lingering 
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amODg tke memorials of those wiio rest here, far from the sepul- 
chres of their fathers. It had heen my purpose, before being 
called thus by duty to the spot, early to visit in it the tomb of my 
friend Tudor. This was the only one I now sought, to stand a 
moment beside it in remembrance of the dead, and, in thoughts 
of the living, who most loTed him, but who may neyer be per- 
mitted to look upOE his gi-ave. It is marked by a plain white 
obelisk of Italian marble, bearing the following simple insorip- 



Eemmp ; Feed : Amerioce Sept : 

Natus BostonliB A. D. MDCCLXXIX. 

Mortuus est 

Eio Jftiiiaro A. D. MDCCCXXX. 

Multia ills bonis 

flabffis Occidit. 

Sepiemher l%th. — The objects, at KIo, of historic interest to 
the stranger, or suggestive to him of thoughts of the past, art; 
few. There is, however, at least one entitled in these respect-s 
to a passing notice from a Protestant. It is a small island, 
situated a short distance seaward irom our anchorage, beneath the 
green heights of Castle Hill, a half mile from the shore. Its 
entire area is occupied by a fortress, whose white ramparts, demi- 
turreted angles, and floating banner, form oonspienous objects in 
coming lip the harbor. My eye never consciously rests upon it 
without recurrence to a fact in the early history of Hio, insepa- 
rably associated with the name which both island and fortress now 
bear — that of Villegagnon. However imposing and ai'istocratio 
in sound, it ia synonymous in its application here, with treachery, 
and not less surreptitious — to compare small things with great — 
as regards the name of the noble old Huguenot Coligny, first 
given to them, than that of Americus, borno by half the globe, 
instead of one in honor of the true finder of the woKLcru world. 
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Brazil was first fliseoTCred by Yincento Pinzon, one of the 
companions of ColTimbus in his first voyage, on the 26th of Jan- 
uary, 1499. The land descried by him was Capo St. Augustine 
in the vicinity of the present city of Pei-nambueo. He took pos- 
session of the country in the name of the erowa of Castile, whose 
flag he bore, and, coasting northward to the mouth of the Ama- 
zon, returned to Spain without forming a settlement. About 
tho same period Pedro Cabral was fitting out a large 3eet in the 
Tagus, to be conducted to India by the newly Imown route of 
the Cape of Good Hope. Fearful of the calms in the Atlantic 
off the coast of Africa, in pursaing the voyage, he ran so far to 
the west as to make, on the 25th of April, 1506, the same shores 
Pinzon had, some degrees further to the south. Entering a fine 
bay, in imitation of Columbus, he erected a wooden cross on the 
shore, before which he and his followers prostrated themselves, 
and high mass being perfol^Qlod, possession of the country was 
taken in the name of his sovereign Emanuel of Portugal. He 
gave to the bay tho name of Porto SegurOj since changed in honor 
of him to Cabralia, and to the country that of the Terra de Vera 
CruE — the Land of the Holy Cross, This appellation, however, 
was soon lost in that of Brazil, from the abundance of the wood of 
that name found in it and the high value placed upon the article 
in Europe: a result pathetically deplored by a pious Jesuit, in 
tho lamentation that " the cupidity of man by unworthy traffic, 
should change the wood of the oross, red with the real blood of 
Christ, for that of another wood which resembled it only in 

The harbor of Rio de Janeiro w^ not discovered tQl 1616. 
De Solis, in search of a western passage to the Pacific, looked 
into it, in that year, as he coasted his way to the Eio de la Plata 
where he lost his life. He gave to it no name, however, and it 
remained unvisited again tiU De Sousa entered it in 1531. Under 
the impression that it was the outlet of a great river, this naviga- 
tor called it Rio de Janeiro, the day on which he made the sup- 
posed discovery being tlio first of the new year. It diJ not, 
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however, particularly attrnct tlie notice of tlie Portinruese, and 
Btill remained unoccupied by them. 

In the mean time adventurers and traders from France made 
tlieir way to this pai-t of the New World, and secured the good 
will and friendship of the natives. Among them was VUlegagnon, 
a knight of Malta, who had seen service in the east, was aji officer 
of distinction in the French navy, and had commanded the v^ael 
which carried Mary Queen of Scots and her retinue from France 
on her return to her kingdom. Hia visit to Brazil inspired him 
with the ambitioa of establialiing a colony at Rio. Desirous of 
the favor and aid of the crown in this project, and believing tho 
influoHce of Coligny with the king the surest means of aecomplish- 
ing this end, to win hia confidence and co-operation he professed a 
deep interest in the condition of the Protestants of France, and 
avowed the purpose of making the proposed colony a refuge to 
them, from the perseciitions to which they were subject at home. 
The king was led by his friendship for Coliguyj to regard the pro- 
position with such favor as to grant to Tilegagnon two vessels for 
the expedition, while the admiral interested himself in securing a 
number of respectable Protestants to accompany it as colonists. 

On arriving at Eio in 1555, Tillegagnon first took possession 
of the small island Lags near the mouth of the harbor ; but 
soon finding this too much exposed to the sea, removed to one 
lai'ger near the site of the present city, to which, with the fort 
erected upon it, be gave the name of Coligny.' The vessels 
were sent back to France for reinforcements. Great interest in 
tJie enterprise had in the mean time been escited among the 
Protestants there. Two clergymen and fourteen students of the- 
ology bad been selected in Geneva to secure the spiritual good 
of the colony, and were received, preparatory to their embarka- 
tion, at the chateau of Coligny near Chatillon, with great atten- 
tion. Large numbers of respectable emigrants joined them, and 
sanguine hopes were entertained that the principles of the refor- 
mation would he surely implanted in the New World. 

Early after the arrival of this reinforcement, Villegagnon, 
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Ijelieving himself sure of tlie support of the crown in the fiivtlicr 
proseeution of his ohjeet, under the pretence of having returned 
to his old faith, commenced so bitter a persecution of tlie Prot- 
estants, that, in place of the peaceful enjoyment of freedom of 
conscience for whioli they had been led so far from tlieir native 
land, they found themselves in a worse condition in this respect 
than they were at home. They were driven, at length, to the 
dutermination of returning to France. The only vessel, however, 
granted to them for the purpose wa'i so old and so ill found for 
the voyage, that five of the number, after going on board, refused 
to veature theii lives in her. Of these, three were afterwajds 
put to death by Villegagnon, and the others, flying for refuge to 
the Portuguese settlements, were coBstrained to apostatize to save 
their lives. The company who embarked reached France only 
after having suffered all but death from starvation. At the time 
of their return, ten thousand of their brethren were in readiness, 
under the auspices of Coligny, to embark for the new colony. The 
report brought by them of the treachery of him who was to have 
been their leader at once changed their purpose ; and the project 
of a Protestant colony in ' France Antaretique,' as the region had 
already been styled, was abandoned. Thus it was that the re- 
ligious and cildtyt tth htset ftlNw 
World was ehgdf t wpist dt ybf 
centuries yet t m 

With the m b t t! f 1 t bl 1 g th 

Eeformed relig nh dfthl t wlhlltt 

I often find my Ifp 1*^ totl p bl dpi- 

bable results which would have followed the tuc e'.sful estab- 
lishment of Protestantism dm mg the thi ee hundi ed years 
which have intervened. With the wealth «tnd powci and in- 
creasing prosperity of the United States befoie ub is the frnits, 
at the end of two hundred years, of the colonization of a few 
feeble bands of Protestants ou the (comparatively blc-ik ind barren 
i^liore of the Northern Continent theie is no presumption in the 
belief that, had a people of similar faith, similii moials, similar 
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liabita of industry and enterprise, gained aa atiding footing in 
BO genial a climate and on so exuberant a Boil, long ago, tlie 
still iinesplored and impenetrable wildernessea of the interior 
would ha^e bloomed and blossoniod in civilization as tte rose, and 
Brazil from tLe sea-coast to tbe Andes become one of the gardens 
of the world. But the germ which might have led to this was 
crushed by the had faith and malice of VUlegagnon ; and, as 
I look on the spot which, by bearing his name, in the eyes 
of a Protestant at least perpetuates his reproach, the two or 
three aolitaiy palms which lift theu' tnft^ heads above the em- 
battled walls, and furnish the only evidence of vegetation on the 
island, seem, mstead of pkmed warriors in the midst of their 
defences, liie aentinela of grief moni-ning the blighted hopes of 
the long past. 

The conduct of Villegagnon soon met its just recompense. 
The course he pursued towai-ds the Huguenots led to the early and 
utter failure of his enterprise. Had he been true to his followers 
of the Reformed faith, the colony, in place of being weakened by 
the return of any to France, would have been so strengthened and 
established by the ten thousand prepared to join them, that the 
Portuguese would never have been able to dislodge and supplant 
them. Needing reinforcements, Villegagnon proceeded himself 
to France to secure more settlers and the further aid of the gov- 
ernment. Every thing there was adverse to his object. He had 
forfeited the favor of Goligny, and put an effectnal end to the 
emigration of Protestants to Brazil. The king was too much 
occupied with the civil war existing to give heed to him. While 
thus delayed the Portuguese fitted out a strong expedition under 
Mem de Sa from Bahia. This was successful. The French were 
driven to their ships, and the Portuguese, possessing themselves 
of the island on which they had been established, gained such 
foothold aa never aftei-wards to be displaced. This ocourredon 
the 20th of Jan. 1660, St. Sebastian's day, under the pati'onage 
of which saint the expedition had been placed : and in whose 
hoiioi- the city iifterwards built on the mainland, received the 
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name of St. Sebastian. This is now, however, entirely sup- 
planted hy that of Eio de Janeiro. 

In 1676 the city had become bo populous as to be made tlio 
see of a Bishop, and the palace now crowning the brow of the 
Bishop's Hill -was built. At that time, and for more than a 
tundred yeara aftei-wards, Bahia was the seat of chief authority 
in the captaincies of Brazil; but in 1763, so gi-eatly had the 
wealth and influence of Eio increased, from the discovery of the 
gold aod diamond mines, whose products were poured into her 
bosom as a market, that the residence of the Viceroy was trans- 
ferred from Bahia and became permanently fixed here. 

It was not, however, till the arrival of the rojal family of Por- 
tugal, in their flight from Lisbon before the French army in 180S, 
that the prosperity and true progress of Eio, and Brazil in gene- 
ral, may be said to have commenced. Till then, the whole country 
had been subject to the restrictive and depressing influences of 
the policy adopted by the mother country, in the government of her 
colonies : all foreign trade interdicted, heavy import and export 
duties imposed on the commerce with Portugal herself, grasping 
monopolies claimed by the crown at home, and extortionate per- 
quisites exacted by its representatives on the ground. There were 
no press, no newspapers, no books, no schools. The whole country 
was in a state of darkness and ignorance beyond that of the 
filiddle Ages ; and Eio an unenlighteBied, unrefined, and demora- 
lized provincial town. But with the Prince Eegent of Portugal, 
the Queen mother, the court, and more than twenty thousand 
followers, European manners and customs, and the habits and 
usages of modern civilized life were inti-oduced. Commerce was 
opened to all nations ; and tlie press, literature and the arts estab- 
lished. The changes eflected in Eio were almost miraculous ; and 
so constant and so rapid have been the improvements to the present 
time, that she now presents to the visitor, in many of her leading 
features, an aspect becoming the metropolis of a gi-eat Empire. 

The progress of enlightened government, enlarged liberty and 
ostendcd commerce, has been commensurate with the advances in 
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civilization, intellectual culture and tlie reflnementa of life. Tlie 
measure of throwing the ports open to nil nations, so wise and so 
essential, at once adopted and proclaimed bj the Prinoe Eegent— - 
afterwards John VI.— in 1808, waa followed hy him in 1815 by 
the no less important step of elevating the colony in its united 
provinces to a distinct kingdom, on an equality in its rights and' 
privileges with those of Portugal and Algarves, under the one 

In 1822, Brazil became an independent empire under Don 
Pedro I. with a constitution which guaranteed to her a represen- 
tative legislature, and the largest liberty compatible with the 
immanitiea of the limited monarchy by which she is still governed. 

This political progress was not made without obstacles and 
threatened anarchy and disaster. The return to Portugal of 
John VI. in 1821, was followed in 1831, by the abdication of Don 
Pedro I in faior of his son, a child four years of age; and par- 
tisan conflicts, during the regency which followed, made necessary 
the sudden tennmation, in 1840, of the minority of Don Pedro 
II., at the age of 14, m violation of an article of the constitution 
fising the majouty of an heir to the throne at eighteen. Since 
then, howevei , general tranijuillity and progi-essive prosperity have 
prevailed. After years of deficiency in the lei enue there is now 
a surplus ; the receipts of the impeuil treasury f jr the liat year 
being seventeen miUions and a half of dollars, jnd the expendi- 
tures little more than fifteen millions Thenational debt is sisty 
millions, but with increasing espoita and aa enlugmg commerce 
this may soon be liijuidated ; and the finances .it the country be 
placed in unfettered condition. The revenue is denved from 
duties on exports as well as import? , those on exports being ap- 
plicable alike to the internal commerce of the empire between 
province and province, and to that with foreign countries The 
export duty on coffee, transferred from one piovmee to another, 
is ten per cent. On shipments of the same aiticle foi foreign 
ports, there is an additional duty of two pei cent Eiery pro- 
duct — i-ice, sugar, cotton, farina— is tliu'. taxed The LSpoit duty 
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on mandioca, the staff of lifo of tte country, is regulated by the 
market value of the article, and not by fised per centage. 

'Xhere is no direct tax on landed property, but, iu lieu of it, 
a levy of ten por cent, on every trajisfer of real estate. There 
is also an annual tax on slaves throughout the empire at the 
rate of two milreis a head. 

The greatest danger to which the empire seems exposed, arises 
from the vastness of its extent, and the obstacles whioh have 
hitherto existed to a ready intercourse, between its different sec- 
tions and the central power at Eio de Janeiro. But steam 
navigation already established along ite coast, and soon to be 
introduced on its northern rivers, with projected railroads and 
telegraphic routes, promises to overcome this difficulty ; and, aa in 
the United States, so to facilitate communication, and so closely 
and firmly to bind the different provinces in a whole, as to secure 
the perpetuity and integrity of the empire. 
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" The SOB, again ! tho swift, brigbE sea ! " 

and, at tlie rate of twelve miles the Lour, 

" Away, away upon fhe rushing tide 
We hitny faster fhaii the foam we ride, 
Dashing a&c the waves, whicii round as el!ng, 
With strength Ske tJmt which lilts iha eagle's wing, 
Where the stars dazzle and the angels sing. 
We BoitttBr the spray. 

And brealt through the billows, 
As the wind maicea way 
Through the leaves of willows I " 

We had expected to meet at Eio de Janeiro, the frigate 
Bi-andywine, the ship the Congress came to relieve; but instead, 
Commodore MoKeever found orders awaiting him there to pro- 
ceed to Montevideo. In ohedienee to these we got under way, 
early on the 17th inst. ; bat, after dropping down the bay a couple 
of miles, tho land breeze failed us and we agala came to anchor. 
For three auccessive days, we made a lite attempt to get to sea, 
but to no purpose; and, on the morning of the 21st, employed a 
steiLDi tug to tow us out. The British Admiral bad previously 
proffered the use of a small steamer, in attendance upon bis flag; 
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and now sent her, to aid the little tow-boat in stemming witt lier 
stately burden, the tide just hegiuning to set in. When well out- 
side we took a smacking breeze; and, though scarce two days at 
sea, have run five hundred milea — oeavly half the distance to 
Montevideo. 

There was no special reason for regret at the delay in getting 
off The position we occupied while detained was the finest pos- 
M f th tudy f the imagery amidst which we lay. But for 
m d nt 1 u of the liiud, we should not have had an 

I p t mty f nj J ng it, and I availed myself of the chance to 
ur a J m drawing, embracing points of beauty not 

mm d 1 m th customary anchorage of men-of-war. Dur- 
th d t t n ptain Mcintosh took me with him in two 
th X u j on the water in Lis gig, followed by walks 

h f t t and novelty. One of these was to Praya 
1 ipo t B and another to the bay of St. I'rancis 
\ II I by th English Five-fathom Bay, on the same 

d f th w t b t Eearer the sea. 
Th f m t f the land on the eastern side of the harbor 
1 b Id nd 1 fty than that on which the city lies. The 
m until am d stant, and the spurs from them come down 
inruundedhills, interspersed with valleys and broad interval lands. 
Praya Grande and Praya Saa Domingo form one gently curving 
beach on this shore, some three miles in length, extending north- 
ward from the fragmentary islet — on the bluff orest of which is 
perched the little chapel of Boa Viagem — to a beautifully 
rounded promontory jutting far westward into the bay. They 
are contiguous parishes, seemingly hut one settlement, and are 
rural and village like. The green banks along the water side are 
overhung with trees, and the houses every where interspersed 
with large gardens and ornamented enclosures. The population 
■ of the two places amounts to about three thousand. The resi- 
dences, for the most part, are well built, and many of them taste- 
ful in architecture, and fanciful in their embellishment. In com- 
parison with the city opposite, the whole district is pure and 
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cleanly ; and, in plaoe of the vUlanowa smells too often met there, 
abounds with the mingled fragrance of the orange, cape jessa- 
mine, heliotrope, and unnumbered other blossoms— constituting 
a sweetness no efi sli and griteful than the choicest 'mille fieurs' 
of the perf m st W Id r es mult flon and clustering flowers of 
rar e 1 huPs mantle the tnpi, n 1 tr nge the sides of "the hedges 
of myrtle ind n most aloes and caet which border the roads, 
vtialo many of the pi asuie gar lens f which we had glimpses 
through the r n ra 1 ngs ind open giteways, are adorned with 
plants and shrubs of novel forma and gorgeous bloom, amidst foun- 
tains of greater or less beauty. 

We made our way into the open country, meeting, at one 
or two points, features in the scenery quite homelike : one — a 
meadow of coarse gi-ass edged by a copse and thickets mter- 
spersed with single trees ; and another, a large field on a hill-side 
havmg the eai-th freshly turned up, like newly ploughed ground 
with 03, over which noble mango trees, with their thickly set 
leaves, and rounded tops, were scattered like oaks in an English 
park. On every hand there waa a great a " ty of g owth in 
shrub and tree, and it was with no slight deg of pi is e h t 
I recognized among others, as old friends at he & nlw h 
Islands, not only the cocoa-nut, palm an 1 banana but also he 
bread-fruit, the tamai'ind, and alueriies ir I ha— -mdle ee 

Not knowing how far the road we were llowin m ght 1 d 
before it would again conduct towards the water, we were about 
to retrace oirr steps the same way, when, a ijaestion accidentally put 
to a negro passing, led to a return under his guidance over a hil!,by 
a wild and romantic bridle-path. This was so overhung by densely 
interwoven growth, that the glare of midday soon became twi- 
light to us, and the heat of a burning sun tempered to the cool- 
ness of a grotto. At many points of the entire walk, the views 
of the bay and city in the distance, and of the mountains over- " 
hanging them were of unsurpassed beauty. Indeed, there was 
no end to the forms of loveliness by wliich we wore surrounded, and 
to the associations in memory and affection brought to my mind 
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Ij them. With the espeetation of spending many a tedious 
mouth of our long exile on the adjoiuing waters, it was a deligtt 
to know that walks of such freshness and heauty are so near and 



The row to the bay of St. Fi-ancis Xavier was made the suc- 
ceeding afternoon A bold and strongly defined promontory of 
t p tth h fmthwte fthg 1 hatbor, 
d k t Idlkd tg ttthaspctofa 

1 d d 1 k Till w h 1 d 11 d th I h d d a of the. 
dpttowhhth lyw p w dbh 1th i montory, 

f th f 1 g f te f m b d 1 1 whi h its geu- 

1ft t it Th w 1 1 m tai w th a rude 

I t b h 1 th t fh It t 1 des; the 

I m t 1 k t th i wly ttg ffislm tthd along 
a difttaat Leach , and the canoes drawn up on the sands, oi resting 
lightly upon the water, again transported me to the South Seas, 
and I felt as if at the Marqnesan or Society Islands, i-ather than 
within a half a dozen miles of the metropolis of a, magnificent 
empire. Just so untamed, just so Indian-like, I am told, were 
the entire surroundings of the bay of Rio, till within the last 
thirty or forty years. 

The eastern side of tliis inlet is formed by a long curving 
beach of sand, called the Praya Carahy. It fronts an extensive 
plain of low alluvial ground through which, at either end, two 
streams from the mountains make their way. Landing at the mouth 
of the most southern of these, with orders for the boat to meet 
us at that to the north, we walked upon the sands the interven- 
ing distance, in alternate admiration of the scenery inland, on the 
one side, and the sportings of a heavy suif on the other. This 
illumined by the rays of the declining sun, rose high in emerald 
mioses, till, cresting into ten thousand diamonds, it thundered on 
the beach and came rushing to oiu' feet in sheets of foam. 

S^iember '2,Hh. — The fresh wind mentioned in my last date 
brought us, the nest evening, on soundings off the Eio de la 
Plata. A change then suddenly occurred with every indication 
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of heavy weather. The mercury in the harometer fell low; imd 
dui-iug the night there was heavy raiD, with a good deal of thun- 
der and lightning, while meteors, called by seamen, compesant — 
a corruption of oorpo santo or holy body — flitted about the yard- 
arma and maat-heads of the ship. All these were forerunners of 
weather more lite a gale than any thing esperieaced since leav- 
ing Norfolk : indeed, a regular pampero, a storm of wind so called 
from the pampas or boundless pkins between the Eio la Plata 
and Patagonia, over which the cold south and south-west winds 
from the polai- regions sweep, corresponding in force and temper- 
ature to our fiercest north-west winds at home. The storm was 
not of long continuance, and yesterday afternoon we made the 
laad near Cape St. Mary, the northern entrance to the river. 
We lay off shore for the night, and sighting the land again this 
morning, soon after made the little ialet of Lobos, a chief land- 
mark in entering the Plata from the north, seventy miles from 
Montevideo. It derives its name from the multitude of seal fre- 
quenting it. Many of these were seen, as we approached, bask- 
ing oa the rocky shores and swimming about in the water. A 
strong and offensive odor was also very perceptible. The island 
is a governmental possession of the Kepublic of Uruguay, but 
leased for a long term of years to a gentleman of Montevideo, 
and yields a handsome income in skins and oil. 

The river is here one hundred and twenty miies wide. Its 
northern shoie onlj of course, is visible. This is low and sandy, 
marked heie and thcie by a green hillock. With a glass, great 
numbers ol horseo m vast droves as if wild, could be seen graz- 
ing m the distance , Jso the church towers of Maldonado, the 
town next m size m the Eepublic to Montevideo. From all we 
can learn it is, la such decay and depopulation at present, that 
the euphony of its name is its chief attraction. 

Midway between the ishmd of Lobos and Montevideo are the 
hij^hlandt of Mrnte Negro. The nest landmark is the isle of 
Flores, surmounted by a light-house, fifteen miles distant from the 
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anchorage. THa light wc are m mnmcntiij LX^Lftation of 
malting. 

Montevideo, Ootoier 1st. — On the night of the 2')th ult., 
after haying run a sufBoient diatan(,e beyond the light of Flores 
to hring Tia abreast of Montevideo, we dropppd anchoi without 
having caught sight of any shipping ra the loadstead, or discov- 
ering any signs of the town. On the lifting of a dense fog the 
nest morning, the first objects discernible were the men-of-war of 
a French sciuadron about five miles in shore of us. Shortly 
after, the Mount — a conical hUl situated on the western side of a 
circular indenture ia the river, constituting the harbor — which 
gives name to the place, was disclosed ; and lastly, the town itself 
on a point opposite, distant from it a mile or more, in a direct 
line across the water. The whole landscape ia as different as pos- 
sible from that at Bio de Janeiro. It is low and level, without 
rock or tree: a soft verdure covered the shore and gleamed in 
the sun, like so much velvet, as it came peering on the eye 
through the fog bank. 

The Mount is an isolated hill rising gradually and regularly 
on all sides, at an angle of 45°, to a height of 480 or 90 feet. 
It is crowned by a small rectangular fortress, above which the 
lantern of a pharos rises some twenty or thirty feet. Being in 
possession of a besieging force, no light is shown from it, that 
additional embatraissiuent may be placed on the commerce of the 
port. Midway between the Mount on the west and the town on 
the east, a smaller hill rises two or three miles inland, in like 
manner ia regular lines from the plaia. This too ia crowned 
by a little fort, which, like the other, is in possession of the 
besieging party. It is called the " Cerrito," or little hill, in 
contradistinction to the other, known as the " Gerro," or hiU par 
excellence. The town is situated on a peninsula of tufa rook, a 
half nule in length by a quarter in width, rising gently from the 
water on three sides to an elevation of eighty or a hundred feet, 
much in the shape of a tortoise's back. ITrom a distance it pre- 
sents a mass of compactly built, white, flat-topped houses, one 
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aud two stories high, of Spanish aspect, with multitudes of 
small, square tarrets or niiradora overtopping them, from the midst 
of which, on the central height, rise tiie lofty roofe, dome and 
double towers of a cathedral. 

It was in vain we searched among the shipping of the outer 
roads, where alone there is sufScient depth of water for a frigate, 
for the hroad pennant of Commodore Storer. The aloop-of-war 
St. Lonis, however, was recognized in the inner harhor. On 
communicating with her, we learned that the Brandywine had 
sailed for Eio de Janeiro ten days ago, again leaving orders for 
the Oongreaa to follow. Our trip haa thus been for naiight. 
We sail again for BrazU, with the first fair wind, and I shall 
defer all ohservation in the city to the more favorable oppor- 
tunities of an after visit. 

The general view around us is more homelike than any thing 
seen by us since leaving the United States. The growth is no 
longer tropical. The shy, the temperature of the air, the tinting 
of the clouds at sunrise and sunset are all those of the Northern 
States. Yesterday, the Sabbath, was altogether like a fine, 
bright, fresh and transparent day in October oa the Hudson ; 
though, while October there is the gradual freshening of autumn 
into winter, here it is the softening of spring into summer. The 
mercxiry in Fahrenheit has not yet fallen below 50° ; stil! the 
change from the heat of Rio was felt so sensibly, on rea^ihing the 
latitude of the river, that flannels, c!oth clothes, and overcoats 
were found comfortable, if not absolutely necessary. The region 
of the La Plata is famed for the transparency of ite atmosphere 
in fine weather. To this probably is to he attributed, in part at 
least, the great beauty of the suasets at this place. We have 
been delighted by two already gaaed on ; the one remarkable for 
the exc[uisite dehcicy of its tints in blue and gold, amber, pink 
and pear!, and the other, equally soft and beautiful at first, but 
afterwards gorgeous to sublimity, from the reflections in ■ 
and goW ot a em-ipy of fleecy clouds spread widely o 
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October 12th. — We made an attempt to leave MonteTideo 
on tte 2d inst., but succeeded in making a small ebange only 
in our anchorage. At the end of three days, we had scarcely 
passed the island of Flores, fifteea miles from the city, though 
wo had weighed anchor not less than three tLmes eaeh day in the 
liope of taking a final departure. The dif&culty was caused by 
a succession of calms, thick fogs, head winds and adverse tides 
charactei-istio of the season here. It was not till the 6th that 
we again passed Lobos and wei'C fairly OTitsido. 

Since clearing Cape St. Mary, we Jiave been experiencing all 
the vicissitudes of the sea ; first in a long stretch, off our course, 
far to the south-east, close hauled upon a head wind ; and, since 
the 9th inst., when this changed in our favor, in a rapid but bois- 
terous i-un of more than half the distance to Rio de Janeiro. 
While thits cai-eering on our way, in addition to the ever- varying 
rush and roar — the cresting, breaking and foaming of the billows 
behind and around us, we have found an interesting relaxation on 
deck in watching the sportings and unwearied movements of 
unnumbered sea-birds, following closely in the broad and troubled 
wako of our ship, in pursuit of the fragments of food thrown 
overboard from the different meeaes at all tours of the day. It is 
not often that so rich a windfell as the waste of such a ship falls 
to their lot. To this fact they seem fully alive, and were inde- 
fatigable in making the best of their good fortune. Amidst 
flocks of beautiful Gape pigeons, ootrivalling in numbers the 
crows of Crum Elbow * in an autumnal evening, were to be seen 
the gigantic albatross, sweepmg round on wide-expanded and 
motionless wing; the' sea-mew and man-of-war bird, black as 
ravens ; the booby, and any quantity of the stormy petrel, tread- 
ing the water more confidently and more securely than did the 
unbelieving Peter. 

verhung hy precipitous cliffs, 
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Tiie Cape pigeon — Procdlaria Capensis — is beautiful on tte 
■wiDg or as seen tossing graeofully on the water. Ita size is tliat 
of a large dove. Its breast is snow-white, with back, wings and 
tail of alate color, thicklj act with oval spots of wliite, having 
much the effect on the eje of a tasteful dress in second mourning. 
Several were taken with hooi and line, halted with pork, and 
one by the mere entanglement of its wings i» a line. They are 
not so pretty or symmetrically formed, on close inspection as at a 
distance; and in place of the gentleness of the dove, which they 
at first so much resemble, are as snappish and resentful in spirit 
against their captors as the most carnivorous of then species 

The albatross — Diomedia Exidans — is white, with wings 
and back larjing in different biid? fiom black tj a li^ht brown 
It IS an ugly looking bud about the si/e of a domestic goose 
with large hoad and great goggle eyes The wmgs are very 
long — from (.leven fo fourteen ieet from tip to tip This inter 
fere'i inu(,h with the fiioility of rismg when seated on tho water 
It IS ouli with evident effort and in iwkward ioundciiug that 
they mount aj^ain after having alighted, but then, it is a wonder 
to ob^eive the ease and lapidity of their flight and their ability, 
with, seemingly motionless wing, to sweip in ^^lde circuit round 
and round the ship and stiU kiop up with bur in Iiei swiftest 
caioBi, and this day aftei diy without apparent exhaustion or 
fatigue though sailing at the late of tiso hunired miles ind more 
in the twenty foui hours The flLroer the ■vsiuds ind the more 
tumultuous tho tcwirmg and thundciing of tho waves, the more 
joyous are their sporting'*, and the m< re triumphant their mastery 
of tho elements. 

The booby — Sula Bassana — is somewhat like the alba- 
tross in general appearance, but less clumsy, smaller, more angu- 
lar in outline and pinion, and less majestic in flight. The man- 
of-war bird — Fregata Felicana — is less adventurous in its wan- 
derings over the sea. Its form is more that of the eagle— honco 
one of ita names, Taokypetei Aquilas — with long feathers on 
the wings and tail, and its color a jotty black. It owes its English 
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name to a supposition of the ignorant, that in returning to the 
laud it heralds the approach of a ship ; hut, only from the fact 
that, like the ship it seeks the slielter of the port on the approach 
of a atorm, and makes an earlier and surer arrival. 

The most constant in its companionship with ns, in every lati- 
tude and in all states of the weather, is the little petrel — Tkelas^ 
sadroma Pdagica — a small swallow-taUed bird, about the size, 
with much of the appearance, of tiie common house martin, 
Wilson in his ornithology gives a graphic description of these 
birds as seen in a gale, " coursing over the waves, down the 
declivities and up the ascents of the foaming surge, that threat- 
ens to bury them, as it bursts over their heads; sweeping again 
through the hollow trough of tlie sea, as in a sheltered valley. 
Slid again mounting with the rising billow, skimming just above 
its surface, occasionally dipping their feet in the water and throw- 
ing it up with additional force : sometimes leaping, with their 
legs parallel on the snrft.ce of the roughest wave, for yards in 
succession; meanwhile continually coursing from side to side of 
the ship's wake, making excursions far and wide to the right and 
to the left — now a great way ahead, now shooting far astern and 
returning again as if the vessel was stationary, though often run- 
ning at the rate of ten knots the hour," 

The most singular faculty of these birds, however, is that of 
standing, and of running on the face of the water, with the great- 
est apparent facility. When any greasy matter is thrown over- 
board they instantly collect around it with greedy and clamorous 
chatterings ; and, facing to the windward, with their long wings 
expanded and their little webbed feet pattering the water, eagerly 
&&izo the booty It is the lightness of their bodies and the force 
of the wind agT.mst fhcir wmgs that enable them '50 readily to do 
thio In cilm weithei they perform the same manoeuvre, by 
lieeping their wiugs just so much m action 33 to prevent their 
Je^t fiom smkmg below the surface Accoidmg to Buifon, it is 
tl la hibit wliich has given to the whole genui the name they bear, 
from the walking on the water of the Apostle Peter. It is amii^-. 
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iDg, and partly vexatious, to see a dumsj albatross or great booby 
come Kwoopiug down among them, while they are thus collected 
around their food, and, flapping them, away with its monstroua 
wings, at oae mouthful rob tliem of a wtole meal. Greasy sub- 
stances are their choicest food, and their little bodies become a 
mass of oil : so much so, that dried and strung on a skower, they 
are burned on some of the islands of the Atlantic as a substitute 
for candies. 

The boisterousness of the weather has made the froquont 
reduotioa of sail necessary — at times, almost to bare poles. This 
has afforded a more tian ordinary opportunity of witnessing the 
exposure and daring intrepidity req^uired from the sailor in the 
discharge of his duty. The tailing in of sail and the reefing of 
topsails ia so large a ship, by a cvew of four hundred men, emu- 
lous of excelling ia skill and espertness, is an exciting scene 
even in a moderate breeze. When this occurs amidst tte 
rushing winds and howling storm, with such masses of heavy 
canvas as compose our sails, flapping seemingly in unmanage- 
able force, and snapping like thimder in the gale, it is frightful to 
look aloft. While the masts are beading to the wind and 
the ship careening in the water, you see the yards covered with 
hundreds of the crew with no guard from destruction in the giddy 
height, but the habit of keeping their feet firmly on the foot- 
ropes, while their hands and arms are occupied in overcoming the 
fearful thrashings, of the sails, and in gathering in the canvas and 
binding it down with the reef-points. Some of them on the 
upper spars, like buds in the topmost branches of a tree, sweep 
to and fro over the roaring gulf below; and, occasionally a 
mm 01 boy is beheld clinging to a slender spar or single sheet at 
the veiy masthead two hundred feet from the deck, disen- 
tangling a balliaid or conductor — causing one's nerves to shako 
undei thp apprehension of seeing him hurled, in some pitch or 
roU ot the frigate, fai overboard into the raging sea, or dashed to 
death at your feet on deck. 
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October 18th. — The mountiune and islets around the harbor 
of Eio are in full view, and I will close this seotion of my record. 
In doing this, I must follow the suhject matter of my last date — 
the birds of the sea — by a word on some of its fishes. In 
a calm yesterday we were surrounded by a great number of 
dolphin — Gyrophmna hi^puHs — certainly, as seen moving in ita 
blue waters, the moat beautiful of the inhabitants of the deep. 
When fiill grown, it is from two to three feet in length, elegant 
and aynunetrioal in shape, and brilliant in colors : the prevailing 
hue being mazarine blue, or Pompadour, shading from the back 
to the under parts into emerald and gold, with fins and tail of 
green running rapidly into a bright yellow. Its motions are easy 
and graceful, and were watched, in great numbers, under the ad- 
vantages of a smooth sea and briUiant sun. Dolphin are so 
common in all tropical latitudes, and so frequently seen, that I 
might not have thought of taking note of them in this instance, 
but for an assertion respecting them recently met in a book on 
natural history, which, emanating from a fellow of Oxford, ought 
to be of good authority. After stating the feet that the shape of 
this fish, as given in heraldic and classic representations, is entirely 
poetical and untrue, the author — Wood — adds : " indeed almost 
the whole history of the dolphin is imaginary — very poetical, but 
very untrue. The red and blue of the heraldic lion are not less 
fabulous than the changing colors of the dying dolphin, so dear 
to poetry. Alas ! our unpoctical dolphin, when we have har- 
pooned him and brought him to tho deck is only black and white, 
and all the change that he makes is that the black becomes 
brown in time, and the white gray." This assertion I know, from 
personal observation in company with many witnesses, to be an 
error. In the first voyage I ever made, I had an opportunity of 
observing and admiring the varying and beautiful colors of the 
doiphin while dying ; and now, fully proved to myself the ti-uth- 

fuluess of the record of it then made. Mr. G , secretary to 

our commander-in-chief, caught one with a hook and line, and 
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quickly drew him over the stem oa deck. I happened to be 
present, and, though the dying throes even of a soulless flsii can 
scarcely be looked on without sympathy, the effect on its coloring 
could not he watched without admiration. The first change 
which took place, after the fish reached the deck, was of the whole 
snifece into a bright yellow or gold, spotted, like the speckled 
trout, with deep blue ; then the while beci.me blue again, the 
spots of a deeper hue still remaining distinctly marked a third 
change was into a pure and spotless silver over which prismatic 
colors, like those in an opal under a shiftmg light passed rapidly 
and tremulously for a few momenf s when thi bedutitu! dolphin 
became brown and gray like any other dcid fish 

It is possible that, when stiut,! with i harpocn the violence 
of the shock may be such as t< ] reduce death 10 suddenly that 
these changes have passed away betoio the fi&h can be drawn on 
board, as their duration is but momentary Either this is the 
truth, or Mr. Wood is not authority m the case \ou may stiU 
believe therefore that 

" The dolphin, 'mid espiring iLroas, 
Mora axqniaite in beauty grows, 
As fadss the straagth of life ; 
And tintings bright of aupphire bine. 
And rainbow lights of Hvery hue 
Mora esqnisite each moment sbsw. 
As fainter grows the strife." 

Portuguese mon-of-war — Phn/saUa physalis — have also been 
floating past us. These are moluscfe with long feelers, and fur- 
nished with an air-bag which they have the power of inflating at 
pleasure when moving on the surface. This is provided with 
apertures at either end, by which they can expel the air, or take 
in sail, as a seaman would say, when they wish to sink. This air 
bag, when inflated, is of an oval shape, and of the tenuity almost 
of a soap-bubble, and exhibits like it, though in stronger shades, 
many of the hues of the prism. 'JChe beauty discoverable in many 
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of these animals is said by naturalists to eijual any thing in or- 
ganic uatui-e. 

A passage in Montgomery's Pelican Island applied to the 
convoluted nautilus, wMch rises and floats on tlie surface of the 
water, but spreads no sail, is perhaps more truthfully desoriptivo 
of this man-of-war : 

" Ligtt as a flaka of foam upon tie ivind, 
Keel Tipwards, from the deep emerged a Bhell, 
Shaped like the moon ere half her horn is filled ; 
Fraught with yonng life, it righted as it rose, 
And moTad at will iilong the yielding water. 
The native pilot of this little bark, 
Put out a tier of oars on either aido ; 
Spread to the wafting treeaa a two-fold sail. 
And mountfld up, and glided down the hillow 
In happy freedom, pleaBod to feel the air. 
And wandor in the luxury of light," 



Should you he disposed to thmk ttat suuh 
observations indicate the tedium and monotony of sea life — 
thepiucitj of Its icB3urctsfoi otcupation ind amusement— and 
arc not woitli the time icquired for the record, I must take 
shelter from the reproach m the example of a voyager bo less 
illustrious than Uumboldt, wlio, at tie end of forty years, con- 
fesses to the delight stUl afforded by reminiscences of suet pastime 
on the sea. True, we may not, like him, mingle our admiration 
witk thoughta of deep philosophy, or make our observations sub- 
servient to generaliaatioM in science ; stiU, we can take equal 
delight in the varied phenomena of the sea, and, in humble adorar 
tion, thus " look through nature up to nature's God," and rejoice 
in the infinitude and perfection of his manifold works. 
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October '20tJk — On eotering the Larbor on the 16tt iust. the 
lofty masts of the Brandjwine were soon descried through a mist 
and vapor which, to a gi-eat degree, enshrouded the general 
scenery. Hauling down our hroad pennant of blue, while yet 
thiee or four miles distant, that of Commodore Storer was 
saluted by us, and one of red was rim up to the masthead of the 
Congress. To this only Commodore McKeever ia entitled in the 
presence of a superior in command. The Brandywine at once 
returned the salute, and, soon afterward, greeted oiu- arrival with 
" Hail Columhia " from a band, as, passing alongside of her, we 
dropt anchor under her stem. 

The early return of the Congress was quite a surprise, the Bran- 
dywine herself having bat just arrived. We had made the trip 
down and back again in the same number of days — eighteen — 
which had been occupied by her in the one passage. Though a 
surprise, it was, however, a greater joy to her officers and crew. 
They are more than three years from home, and have long been 
waiting a relief. Moreover, Commodore Storer had given the 
assurance, before we were sighted, that they should be under way, 
homeward-bound, the next day but ono after the Congress should 
arrive. True to his word, his anchors were up with the early 
dawn of the 18th iust. The departure, with its associations, was 
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quite an exciting scene. The mist and fog of the two preceding 
days had disappeared, and the whole panorama of city ancl hay 
was in the perfection of its beauty in light, shades, and coloring. 
A3 w'th the fir t rays of the sun the frigate swung from her 
m rmgs the Conye s gave a salute. With the fij-st echoings of 
tb s her r ^g n^ was filled by the crew, clustered together lite 
1 e n a swa m sending forth three cheers for the homeward- 
1 nd w th a feel ng and wUl that swept every chord of the 
heart Xh a came Hail Columbia " from onr band : the whole 
c(u clily f 11 we 1 by the salute, the cheers, and the music of 

H me B ceet tome " from the Brandywine. By this time 
he was c n plet Ij enveloped in a broad and lofty pyramid of 

nv lut g ml pearly smoke, beautifully illumined by the sun. 
J tl 0Uj,ht t a ^ o 1 time to bid her adieu, while thus lost to 
s ht n 1 gl ry of her own creation, and descending to my state- 
room, left her to make her way out of the harbor as she best 
could. 

The 19th inst. was a court-day at the palace. Conunodore 
McKccver availed himself of it for a presentation to the Emperor 
and Empress, as the new commander-in-chief of the United States 
Naval Force on this station. I made one of his suite; and left 
the ship at noon for the ceremony, with a party of ten, including 
Lieutenant MeKeever of the U. 8. army, a son of the commodore, 
who, on furlough for sis months after service in Florida, came to 
Brazil in the Congress on a visit to a brother connected with a 
principal mercantile house in Kio. 

The palace fronta immediately upon the chief landing-place, 
a few hundred yards only from the water. It is an old biiilding, 
origmally the viceregal residence, appropriated to the comt of 
Portugal on its immigration in 1808. It is of stone, stuccoed 
and painted yellow, in part two and in part three stories in 
height, and without architectural pretension. The front, occupied 
on the ground floor by a vestibule leading to the grand staircase, 
is scarce a hundred feet in width ; but the building, enclosing a 
small quadrangle in the centre, runs back along the public square, 
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about five or sis hiindrecl feet to tte Bue Direita. Over this 
a, gallery — thrown fi'Om. tlie second story — oommniiioates with 
a still older raiige of structures on tliat street, at right an- 
gles with the other, estending also some five or six hundred 
feet to tie royal library and imperial chapel, both appendages of 
the j)alace,.j' T!ie rooms of state and the thi-one-room occupy the 
whole length of the second floor, oa the side overlooking the 
square ; and the imperial apartments and private rooms the whole 
of that on the other side of the quadrangle. The only use made 
of the palaoe is for teeeptions, at levees and drawing-rooms, and 
the giving occasionally of a state-ball ; the family seldom if ever 
lodge in town. Having, in September, twice witnessed the ar- 
rival of the Emperor and Empress in state, from their residence 
at Boa Vista, I lost nothing of the usual spectacle on court-days, 
by not being on shore in time for this, on the present oeoasioD. 
In both instances T happened to be crossing the square, when the 
approach of the cortege was signalled by a call, from bugle and 
drum, for the guard and bands in attendance to turn out for the 
reception. The degree of state and the splendor of equipage 
vai-y on different occasions. Sometimes mules only are driven ; 
sometimes horses only — sometimes both attached to different 
carriages. The general display, at all times of ceremony, is much 
the same as tliat described at the prorogation of the legislature, 
a month ago. As the cavalcade approaches, the halberdiers witii 
their battle-axes at rest, form, in single lines, on either side of 
the principal entrance, through the vestibule to the foot of the 
grand staircase. No objection was made to my takmg a position, 
almost in a line with these, and within touching distance of their 
majesties as they passed. On the drawing up of the carriages 
at the entrance, the great officers of the household and ministers 
of the empire descending from the waiting-rooms, form a line on 
either side, within those of the guard, from the carriage door to 
the staircase. Immediately on the alighting, a kissing of hands 
by these is commenced. The Emperor, a step or two in advance 
of the Empress, presents his right hand for this purpose, fii'st on 
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ono side and tion on the otter, the Empress followiDg in the 
same maimer witli a constant short and quick how of the head, and 
an expression of great kindness and henignaiicy. Both oceasion- 
ally extend a haud hejond the eom-tiere to indiTidoals among the 
halherdiers on the qui vive for the honor. As they thus pass, 
the grandees of the court close in after them, and the ladies and 
gentlemen in attendance, and in procession, mount the hroad stair- 
case. 

This guard of halberdiers is not of hireling soldiery, hut of 
volunteers of respectability from the middle rauks of life in the 
city ; and the indulgence accorded by them of so near an approach 
of spectators as was allowed me, affords an opportunity for many 
a poor subject to place a petition in the hands of the Emperor or 
Empress, wifiout the intervention of an official or courtier. I 
was pleased with the readiness and condescension with whioh two 
or three were received by the Emperor, from women of the 
humblest class in evident distress, and were placed in the crown 
of his chapeau, while kisses, tears, and thanks were showered on 
his hand. 

On entering the palace we were received hy Mr. Tod, the 
American ambassador, in the diplomatic saloon — the richest of 
the apartments excepting the throne-room. The imperial party 
were in the chapel at mass. Mr. Tod proposed to conduct us 
there, hy the con-idor over the Eua Direita, and we followed him 
in that direction, through a long succession of rooms, till met by 
several of the foreign ministers returning with the report, that 
the diplomatio tribune in the chapel was undergoing some repairs, 
and was closed. We therefore retraced our steps to await the 
close of the religious service. This was not long ; and Don Pedro 
and Donna Theresa, followed by some twenty or thirty attendants, 
soon made their appearance on their way through the long suite 
of rooms to the audience chamber. The court dress of the ladies 
here, as in Russia, is a uniform : a white bi-ocado embroidered in 
gold, train of green velvet with corrraponding embroideries, and 
head-dress of ostrich plumes and diamonds. This is a sensible 
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regulation promotiTe of economy, by au avoidance of tlie rivalry 
in expense and display, among the ladies, though at a sacrifice of 
the picturesque, from variety in taste and elegance in such a 
Bpectaole. Among the ladies in attendance was one more than 
eighty years of age, a venerable eondessa, who accompanied the 
royal family from Portugal in 1808, and has been a leader of the 
fashion in the court circles, through the change of four dynastits, 
to the present time. 

The Emperor led the suite a little in advance of the Empiess 
He is in stature ti-uly a splendid specimen of humanity The 
maturity of his countenance, as well as figure, leads to a supposi- 
tion of his being full ten years older than ho really is An im 
perturbable gravity and unbending dignity contribute to this im- 



The diplomatic corps and our party fell into line on one side 
of the room, and saluted the Emperor and Empress as they passed 
by a how, receiving a stately return from each, accompanied by 
a very decided look of scrutiny at such as were perceived to he 
strangers. A long range of apartments was to be passed 
through, before reaching the throae-room, and it was some 
minutes before a chamberlain announced to Mr. Tod— tbo senior 
ambassador in residence, and thus entitled to lead the diplomatic 
procession-— that their majesties were on the throne. 

The intervening rooms were thronged with Brazilians, repre- 
senting in strong force the church, the army, the navy and 
judiciary, with many in civil life, in distinctive uniforms and 
varied court dress; but I missed in the throng much of the pic- 
turesque variety noticed in 1829. There were now no barefooted 
friars nor mendicant monts — no Augustines in white, nor Fran- 
ciscans in gray, with corded belts and dangling cross and i-osary. 
It was manifest that, at court at least, the monkish days are past : 
the high dignitaries of the church in purple and scarlet, in satins 
and lace, were the only representatives of the religious orders. 

The state apartments in general appeared nalied and unattrac- 
tive compared witli the recollections of 1829. The best paintings 
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iave been removed ; one oc two only worthy of attention remain. 
Oae, the martyrdom of St. Sebastian, is impressive, and the work 
of a master in the art. There are also some good battle-piecea 
illustrative of Portuguese hiatoiy, in the olden times. The two 
largest pictures represent respectively the coronation of Don 
Pedro I., and the marriage of the present Emperor and Empress. 
They are coai'se and inartistic in esecution, hut valuable from the 
number of portraits they contain, the principal figures introduced 
being from sittings to the painter of the personages delineated. 

The throne-room is a large and magnificent apartment, the 
predominating colors in the finish and furniture being green and 
gold. The lofty, vaulted ceiUug, among other embellishments in 
fresco, presents medallion portraits, real or fictitious, of all the 
sovereigns of the House of Braganza, from the establishment of 
the tiugdom of Portugal to the present time. 

The occasion of the court was the anniversary of the marriage 
of their majesties, and the address of congratulation, from the 
diplomatic corps, devolved on Mr, Tod. Entering the room with 
a bow, — followed by those to be presented by him — he advanced 
midway from the door to the throne, where making another bow, 
he took his station, with our party gi-ouped around. He con- 
cluded his speech of felicitation by adding, that " Commodore 
5IcKeever,on assuming the commaud in chief of the U. S. Naval 
ITorce on this station, availed himself — with the officers of his ship 
— of the opportunity for a presentation to their majesties. The 
Emperor's reply in Portuguese was brief, and of course courteous. 
Immediately on its close, a band in the vestibule struck up the nar 
tional air : and filing off before the throne, we each ia succession 
bowed respectively to the Emperor and Empress, and moving back- 
ward in a semioircular sweep from the door by which we had en- 
tered, bowed ourselves, through another corresponding to it, from 
the presence to an ante-room. Being in clerical robes, I might 
perhaps have claimed the privilege of a straightforward exit. It 
is said that, owing to the fall backwards, in the royal presence, of 
a bisJiop'legato from Rome — a hundred and more years ago — 



by Google 



110 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

from treading on the tail of his gown, in retreating from tlie 
ttroiie at a levee in Lisbon, a permit was issued excusing, there- 
after, all olei-gy in robes from the establisbed etiquette. Not 
haviug ascertained however whether the privDege had been trans- 
mitted to the court of Eraail, I thought it most safe to con- 
form to the general usage, though at the risk, in aeeomplishing 
a distance of forty or more feet in the manner of a orab, of suf- 
fering a disaster similar to that of the bishop. 

The rest of the foreign ministers and their suite followed us 

p dly Aft th m tl h ] d f B lians, aeeordmg 

toth IJp 1 hklg a step of the 

tl dh'*s th tddhdffh sovereigns : a 

mywhhhtw wddgdy lb th-days, saints' 

dy ddyfdpd ur n verage, at least 

m th 1 g th wh 1 y 

Th b w b t th th w 11 1 btl be the nearest 
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may rally, in the support and in the defence of true liberty. It 
is not impossible that the constitutional restrictions resting on 
tbe Emperor, and an accompanying feeling of irresponsibility, may 
cause in some degree the seeming nonchalance whicli mnrka hia 
a and depo tment n pubbc an I also uduoe to one extent at 
le t to the ] etule and seclu on f hia ord na y 1 te Fr n 
11 I learn noth ng eaa be more s mple nd domest e than the 
h b ts of h mseli and tam ly Tl e 1 brary and ts cal nets the 
pi a ure g o nda an 1 ga dens of San Ohr stovao eh eflf oo 
py the le -ure t me anl are pr nc pa] sources of the r hdjp 

P udent ind h gh n n led as a ruler cult ated and a om 
jl he] as t Bcl oUr benevolent as t m n and pure ^nd irre 
p hal le as a husband and f<ithe the Empe r la justly 
a ded w th honor and aff ct on by his people wh le the 
r nj e-« no le s ex mpK y a all tl e r lat oua f 1 fe thro gh 
h n b 1 ty ind k n Ine of he rt shares largely w th 1 m in 
g ne 1 (.op lir ty and good will 

Ti e ann al st j ni of the Emi e o is f o hundred thousand 
dolla s and the all w nee to the Emi re s fifty tho sin 1 The 
vllat snail the 1 ^ es and ^entlemen of the h ehold 
b ng few n numbe They 1 ve w th prulence nl economy 
8 Idom cut ta n s ept by -in ocoas onal ball <tt the p la « n 
t nn W th the 1 on on the v ss tndes of emp e and the 
n fab 1 ty ot throne o treci enf ly g yen a thes modern tunes 
t w e n th m thu tr hu bani th r e o rces an 1 to film 1 a 
e themsel es of ho e w th I tb ts of 1 fe ■« b h by posa b 1 
y, may y t b come tho e of necess ty They have already 
been afflicted by the loss of two or three children; one, the Prince 
Imperial and heir to the crown. Though two young princesses 
are left to them, this may have tad a chastening effect on their 
hopes in life, by placing the succession in a female, aad thus 
rendering the perpetuity of their dynasty less certain, than if 
there were a male heir to the empire. 

It must not be inferred from what I liaYO stated of the out- 
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ward beai-mg of the Emperor, or of his habits in private life, that 
he takes no interest in the polioj of the government or active 
part in its esecutive administration. While content under the 
constitutional restrictions of his power, and with the prerogatives 
accorded to the throne, he holds his position and exercises his in- 
fiueace flrmlj and with a noble regard to what he believes to be 
the highest interest of the nation ; and gives the strength of a 
mind, endowed with more than ordinary natural gifts, to the 
promotion of measures calculated to advance the honor, dignity 
and prosperity of the empire. This has been strikingly manifested 
recently, in successful efforts to persuade those around him of 
paramount influence in the various provinces, of the evil and 



reproach of a continued ci 



vanoe— in disregard of national faith 



given by treaty — at the slave trade, and of the ultimate i 



evitable disadvantage and di 
tended slave population. S 
urged his views of public poll 



r to the country of a 
I zealously and so ■wisely has he 
ly on this pomt — thongh in the face 
of long-established national prejudice as to the necessity of slave 
labor — that the legislature, sustained in the measure by their con- 
stituents, have pronounced the slave trade piracy, and enacted 
rigorous penal laws against it. This has been accomplished 
by demonsti-ating to the agriculturists of the empire, the 
economy and advantages of free labor, through ooloniaation from 
Europe, over that of slaves, and by enactments for the en- 
oouragemeut of immigration from abroad. This is a most im- 
portant and most desirable step forward in national good, and is 
sufficient alone to mark the reign of the young monarch with 
true and enduring honor. 

October 22A— Night before last, while walking the poop-deck, 
just before our usual evening worship, I met, engaged in some 
momentary duty there, a young man named Eamsey, whose frank 
and open-hearted face, bright smile, and confiding look and manner 
towards mo had long ago attracted ray notice, and led to more 
familiar intercourse with him than with most others of the crew. 
Stout in figure, and strong and muscular n limb, he might have 
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been selected as a personification of health and buoyant jonth. 
In various conversations I had learned something of his history : 
the place of residence, ciromnstances, and position in life of his 
parents and family. lie had heen religiously trained, was a tee- 
totaler in principle and practice from the example of his father, 
and, so far as I could learn, free from the open vices which too 
often degrade the sailor. 

In addition to the prepossession in his favor, from an attractive 
exterior, and from the promptue^ and activity with which he 
was observed to discharge his duty, he had early won the praise 
and good will of all on board, both officers and men, by saving, 
at the risk of his own life, that of a small toy, who fell overboard 
from the Congress when at anchor iu the stream at Norfolk, 
The boy could not swim, and a strong tide was carrying hmi rapidly 
B.ivay when Ramsey jumped after him and succeeded in sustain- 
ing him half- drowned, till both were rescued by a boat. 

A few evenings ago I had observed that one of his eyes was 
inflamed and swollen from a cold, and, now, in reference to this, 
asked him if he were well again. " Oh, yes, sir — all right — 
never better in my life," was his reply, as with his accustomed 
bright smile he passed down to the quai-tcr-deck, where his ship- 
mates were assembling for prayers. 

My usual time for exercise on shore is in the afternoon, but 
yesterday, being engaged to the Commodore at a dinner given by 
him to the British admiral and family, I took the morning for a 
walk. On coming on board ship at three o'clock, Dr. WUliamaon, 
the fleet surgeon, mentioned to me that one of the crew had been 
taken ill with symptoms of the cholera. It was but a moment 
after hearing the name — Kamscy— in answer to the question who 
it was ? before I was beside his cot on the borthdeck. He had 
been relieved from cramp and pain, by the treatment adopted ; the 
pulse which had intermitted was restored, and he supposed to be 
altogether better. It was not yet twenty hours since I had met 
liim seemingly in the fallest health ; but how altered now, and 
how utterly prostrate ! He looked rather tlian spoke his gladness 
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at seeing me, and listened to my oonveraatioa with interest 
and satisfaction. It was evident that he was stiH under gi-eat 
physical oppression, and though endeayoring, occasionally, to rally 
his spirits, was dejected and sad— his eyes filling with tears as he 
pressed again and again the hand I had given to him at fii'st, 
and which he continued to retain in his own as I remained hy his 
side for a couple of hours, attempting to soothe him by words of 
consolation and by whispered prayer. 

The sympathies which had heen awakened by this unexpected 
scene forbade any enjoymeat of the party in the cabin, and at 
the earliest moment practicable I excused myself from the table 
and returned to the poor fellow, not to leave him again till ho 
should be out of danger. He was muoh in the state in which I 
had left him : had, if any thing, a stronger pulse and more natural 
state of the general surface. I agaui conversed tenderly with 
him and encouraged him to look In penitence and faith to Him 
from whom alone help cometh in time of trouble. I never wil^ 
nessed greater submission and patience, and the tones of his voice 
and whole manner were as gentle as a lamb. In seeming apology 
for the irresistible depression he felt, though he considered him- 
self to be relieved and better, he said to me with a look and accent 

I cannot soon forget-" Oh! Mr. 8 , I was never sick 

before, and it makes me too down-hearted— too down-hearted ! " 
Poor fellow I who under the same circumstances would not have 
been down-hearted — stricken down, in an hour as it were from 
the very fulness of health and strength, and in the bloom and 
buoyancy of early manhood, to the feebleness of the merest infant, 
and to the very borders of the grave ! 

The surgeons had fold me that every thing ia his ease de- 
pended upon the fidelity of those in attendance upon him to the 
directions given , andthit there should be no failure here, I at 
once took the pi ice of nur-,e m administering the prescriptions, 
and gave myself entiicli to him. As the night wore away I 
could not discovei the change for the better I wished, though I 
was not conscious of any for the worse. Dr. Howell, the assistant 
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g n wl d him every two hiur' encjuraged me to con 

Tj d 1 nl hope One iming other injunctions from 

h ir wa a no account to giM- day witei to the patient, 

nd nly a. u lly a moatkful of i tea prepaied tor the 
p p Bu he I Dged for water, md at one time well nigh 
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w hr 1 bli t ind the tenderness of his entreaty 

n i h d 1 t aft having been once refused — as he 

look d [ wth jl d g J and said, " Oh 1 Mr. S , one 

wee Ipf I m 11 fie!" touclied my very heart. Poor 
fellow f m th b t f t ea and in the hope of soon seemg 
him bettor I reasoned with him and persuaded him to submission : 
hut now lament it. The indulgence would have given him tem- 
porary comfort and could have done him no harm : for in a short 
time afterwards a return of cramps threw him into eonyulaions, 
and I saw that the stroke of death had been given. Unwilling 
unavaiiingly to watoh the rapid changes which betokened too 
surely the flight of the soul, with the hand which so often during 
the day and the night by its warm pressure had givea assurance 
of the comfort imparted by my presence still clasping mine, I 
kneeled by his cot, now surrounded by the surgeons and many of 
his messmates, and in tears and in strong though silent supplica- 
tion plead with Uim who alone is mighty to save, to spare the 
immortal spirit of the dying man from the sorrows of the second 
death. I do not recoUeet ever to have been sensible of a nearer 
access by faith to tho only Hearer of prayer, and never saw more 
clearly how it is possible for Him, in the sovereignty and bound- 
leas riches of his grace, in the eleventh hour even to have " mercy 
on whom he will have merey." At four o'clock this morning, 
he gently breathed his last without a struggle or a groan. 

Such is the first of death's doings among us, and such was the 
last on earth of this poor sailor boy. I am devoutly thank- 
ful that though he died in a foreign land far from his home, 
I have it in niy power to assure those who most loved him, that 
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while all was done that the highest professional skill could devise 
to save him, hut in vain, ho did not die nn comforted, unprajed 
for or unwept. 

His funeral took place this afternoon. Captain Molntosh, 
with the Christian kindness of heart charaetoristio of him, led tlie 
procession in his gig— the flag of the Congress, as well as those 
of the hoats leaving the ship, being at half mast. The hody was 
huried in the beautiful cemetery of Gamboa, 



" wiiera pi 



a cjpress w 



On higli, o'er 

To canopy the dead ; nor wnnting there 

Flowers to tlie tmf, nor frugrnncc to the ai 
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November 24. — This is " All Souls day," an anDiversaiy of 
the church of Rome in commemoration of the dead, when masses 
are specially said for the repose of their souls ; or, as an Irish 
servant, in explaining its character to me, says, " tho day when all 
tie dead stand round waiting for our prayers." It is one on 
which here, as in other Catholic countries, the living also visit the 
tombs of their departed friends. As the observance is universal, 
and all tlie churches are open, we thought it a good opportunity, 
not only for viewbg the interior of the principal edifices them- 
selves, but also for observations of the people j and a party left 
tho ship for tiia purpose early after breakfast. 

The number of churches in the city amounts to forty-five or 
fifty. Scarce a half dozen of them, however, are worthy of 
notice either for their external architecture or internal decorations 
in sculpture and paintings, especially to those familiar with the 
treasuies, m these respects, of the churches of Italy, Spain, and 
other Euiopean countries. The imperial chapel and a church 
adjoining it, formerly belonging to the barefooted Carmelites, 
and now a cathedral , the church of the Candelaria, so named 
from its being the chief place for the consecration of candles on 
Candlemas Day , and that of San Francisco de Paulo at the head 
of the Ruado Ouvidor, are the principal. 
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Having been told that the Emperor and Empress would attend 
mass at tho church of San Antonio, where the remains of their 
infant children are deposited, we made our way first there. This 
church is attached to the convent of that name, and forms one end 
of the extensive and imposing establishment which so conspicu- 
ously crowns, with its lofty and massive walls, and terraced 
gardens and shrubberies, the hill to which it gives name in the 
centre of the city. The broad platform in front of the church 
and convent, paved and parapetted with stone, commands mag- 
nificent views of the city and bay as does the entire frirt of the 
convent Th is three st r es n he ^Lt w th a t ar of balcoo ed 
windows running the whole length of each W thm ea h tory 
opens up n 1 lo stered yuad angle wh le the chur h w th two 
or three sm lie ohaj els var ona vest ng rooms ea r st es and 
corridors fo m another end of the p le E e v pait ot the 
building on thia oceas on was open to mspect o Tl e floor of 
the CO r do s an ound ng the quad an^ie and Ihos of the 
churches ind chtpels a e fo me 1 of loose planks a s fe t u length 
and of the width of a grave, eaoh berag fitted with a mortised 
hole at one end, that it may be the more readily lifted for the 
deposit beneath of body after body of the dead : so that none walk 
hero without literally 

" llai'kmg with each step a tomb." 

That which fii'rt iirested the eye on mteiin^ was the range, on 
either side thio igh the (.hurch ohapds and cjriidora, of miniature 
tabmets, uins ind saroiphigi of ebony and other valuable wood, 
containing the bones of the dead thus pieseryed, after having 
been fieed from the flesh by the action ot qmcHime. Tliese 
receptacles lie of vanous sizes, forms and degrees of elaborate 
workman=!hip Each bears a plate of sUver oi gold with an in- 
sciiption and is furniihed with a door which gives access to 
thnghaitly mem 111 lib Thoy weie auangcd— sumo on rich tables 
and pUtf jimi, an I oth rs on the pai emeut tnd fit ir — with more 
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or less display of ornaTnent: lighted wax candles in massive 
candlesticks of silver, inter apei-sed ia sotqo instances with otlier 
pieces of silver plate, were clustered arouad tiiem, and the whole 
garlanded and festooned with, wreaths of the purple globe ama- 
ranthns and other fiowera of the tribe "immortelle." Each 
cabinet, or urn, was in charge of a well-dressed negro sei'vant or 
other tumble domestic of the family to whom the relics apper- 
tained. I was forcibly reminded by tlie scene of the custom of 
the Sandwich Islanders, in their heathen state, of preserving the 
hones of the dead in a similar manner. It was this usage, and 
the care and veneration with which the relics of their mouarohs and 
chiefs were guarded, that enabled Rihoriho — Kamehameha II — 
to restore to England, on his visit to that country in 1825, the 
skeleton of Captaio Cook. After his assassination the principal 
bones of his body were prepared according to their custom, and 
placed with those of their race of kings. 

The principal church and the adjoining chapels were deoorated 
profusely with aitifleial flowers, and with hangings of silk and 
velvet, and of gold and stiver tissue ; the high altars, shrines, 
tribunes, and orgaa-lofts of all were one blaze of wax lights. One 
of the chapels is covered throughout with elaborate carvings 
in wood trebly gilt. In the centre of this a lofty catafalque was 
erected, surmounted by a colossal sarcophagus covered with a 
superb palL A mass was in progress as we entered ; after which 
a procession of monks headed by a party of ecclesiastics — each 
bearing a was candle of the size and length of a stoat walking 
stick, and all vociferating a chant — marched slowly from chapel 
to chapel, and from shrine to shrine, through the corridors lined 
with the memorials of the departed, stopping at various points to 
scatter incense and utter prayers for the dead. Every spot was 
thronged with spectators ; but I could detect no feeling of devo- 
tion, no sensibility in the affections, no solemnity in any ono. The 
only object of the assemblage seemed to be to witness a show, and 
to examine with the curiosity observable at a fair, or the ex- 
hibition of an institute, the varied ornamental display. Three 
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fourtba of the crowd were negroes, male and female. Here and 
there, in two or tliree instances, I recognized a party of ladies in 
full dress in black with mantillas of laoe, but a majority of the 
BraBilians and Portuguese present was evidently of the lower 
.orders. We afterwards entered the churches of San Francisco de 
Paulo, the Candelaria and the Carmelit«s, where the bishop of 
Kio was officiating, but without witnessing any thing essentially 
different froni what we had already seen. 

AH observation of the day conttnns me in the impression 
before received, that a great change has taken place, since 1829, in 
the respect paid by the people to the superstitions ceremonies of 
the religion of the country. There is now little in tho general 
aspect of things in the streets, even on days of religious festipals, 
to remind one of being in a Romish city. A monk or even 
ecclesiastic is scarce ever met, and whenever I have entered a 
church during service, a few poor negroes, sick persona, and 
beggars have constituted the principal part of the assemblage. 

November Ath. — I have just accomplished quite a pedestrian 
feat, in the ascent of the Coroovado. After two days of such 
rain as the tropics only often witness, the weather this morning 
was as fine as possible, the atmosphere clear and transparent, very 
like the most brilliant days of June in the Northern States, when the 
wmdis from the north-west. Lieutenant 11 , Mr. G (secre- 
tary of Commodore McKeover), Prof Le Froj of the Eritish flag 
ship, and I, were induced by it to attempt the escnrsion, though it 
was not in our power to set off before two o'clock in the afteraoon 
— a late hour for the accomplishment of a walk of nme miles, to 
the top of a mountain, two thousand three hundred and six feet 
high, according to the measurement of Beechy, and two thousand 
three hundred and thirty-nine, by that of Captains King and 
Fitzroy. 

The Corcovado is one of the lofty shafts of granite which, in 
a greater or lees degree of isolation, are characteristic of the 
geological formation in this region. Its relative position to the 
range of mountaivis of which it forms so conspicuous a part, and 
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tlie height to whioh it towers aboye it, can hest be compared, 
perhaps, to a colossal buttress standing against a massive buildiag, 
with a pinnacled top rising high aboye the adjoining roof. As 
looked up to, from its eastern base in a green valley by the sea- 
side, it appears, as it there really is, an utterly imaoeeBsible mass 
of perpendicular rock. On the west, however, it is so joined to 
an angle of the general range for two thirds of its height, as to 
be comparatively easy of ascent. The first half of the distance 
from the city may be made by either of two ways: the one, 
through the valley of the Larangeiras, and the other, by the spur 
of mountain along which the aqueduct descends into the heart of 
tlic town, near the nunnery of Santa Theresa. We chose this 
last. At the outset, the ascent is a sharp pitch, but after gaining 
a height of one or two hundred feet, is so gradual for four miles 
as scarcely to be perceptible. The way leads along the flattened 
ridge of the hill by a bridle path ininiediately beside tlie aque- 
duct, the refreshing sound of whose waters, as they murmur and 
rumble in their covered channel, is a pleasant accompaniment to 
the sea-breeze sweeping by. It is overhung by embowering trees 
wliich, while they form a screen against the sun overhead, are 
too lofty to. interfere by their branches with a full view of the 
prospects on either hand. These, for the whole distance, surpass in 
beauty and variety any of a similar nature I recollect ever to have 
met. As we gradually gained terrace after terrace of the spur, the 
pictuies opening immediately beneath us in the ravines on the right 
—up which the suburbs straggle in tasteful dwellings and bloom- 
ing gardens ; in the broad and bright valley of Engenho Veiho be- 
yond, thickly sprinkled with the country residences of the wealthy, 
and adorned by the imperial palace ; in the city itself— the upper 
bay and its islands; the Organ Mountains and whole panorama, 
are beyond the powers of description. At the end of two and a 
half or three miles, the aijueduet, sinking to a level with the 
surface of tlie ground, crosses the ridge which it has thus far been 
following, and leaving tho eoiu'se of this, runs along the face of 
the mountain at an elevation of a thousand feet. The pathway 
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follows it, and I can compare tho suddenness in the change of the 
prospect to nothing that will give a hotter idea of it, than a new 
eombination in a lialeidoscopo, by a turn of the instrument. It- 
is entire. By a single step, as it were, in place of the above 
pictures, which are at once lost sight of, you have the southern 
sections of the city — Gloria HzU, Elamengo, Catfit^, Larangieras 
and Botafogo, the lower bay with its moving imagery, the Sugar 
Loaf and its oompauion at the entrance of the harbor, the islets in 
the ofBng and along the coast, and the boundless sea. The walk 
for a mile here, with this picture beseath you on one side, and 
the beautifully wooded mountain cliffs above, on the other, is a 
terraced avenue worthy of fairy land itself. Of it Dr. Walsh 
justly remarks — ' ' Without exa^eration, it may be said, that there 
is not in the world so noble and beautiful a combination of nature 
and art, as the prospect it presents." 

Five miles from the city, near a natural reservoir in a ledge 
of granite where the aqueduct originally commenced, tho direct 
pathway to the summit leaves the water-course and strikes steeply 
up the mountain. Here it is stony and rough, and was now wet 
from the recent rain. The angle of elevation, equal to that of 
an ordinary staircase, made the ascent fatiguing : but it is 
adoraed at points by noble specimens of the primeval growth of 
the forest, reminding me of the finest of the old elms occasionally 
left standing by the pioneer settlers in Western New York, as I 
recollect to have been impressed by them thirty years ago. A 
mile and a half through this wood brought us to a clearing of 
some extent, with a raneho or cottage, formerly a place of refresh- 
ment for those makmg the ascent. It has been purchased 
recently by the Emperor, and the land is designed by him for a 
plantation of foreign pines and other evergreens, which he is 
introducing. It lies in a dip or notch between the general chain 
of mountains and the peak of the Corcovado ; and the cottage, in 
full view from the city and harbor, forms a pictui'esque object 
from the anchorage of the Congress, though seemingly, in its airy 
height, but a bird's nest clinging to the wooded cliffs. 
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Here the ascent of tlio Coi-oovado proper commances — the 
distance to the summit about two miles. The way is steep and 
wearisome, eapeeialiy after bo forced a march over the preceding 
part, as we had made ; hut we pressed on, notwitlistanding the 
heat and fatigue, cheered by tie exhortation and promise of the 
poet^- 

"Let % foot 
Fail not t!tom wearineas, for on the top 
The beanty and the majesty of earth 
Spread -wide beneath, shall make thee to foi^et 
The staep and toilsome way. There thy espaadiug lieart 
Shall feel a kindred with that loftjer world, 
To which then art translated, and partake 
The enlargement of thy vision," 

In less than three hours from the city, the hare peak rose 
directly before us — a pinnaoled platform of rock scarcely twenty 
feet square, separated from the general mass by a broad and deep 
fissure, over which a rude wooden bridge is thrown. As the peal: 
has been known to be frequently struck by lightning, it is 
that this chasm was originally caused by a thunderbolt, 
rail, supported by iron posts soldered into the solid granite, fur- 
nishes a guard on three sides to the precipices descending perpen- 
dicularly fiom them. 

The pauDiama commanded by it, embracing as it does all the 
imagery that combines in securing to Rio de Janeiro its world- 
wide (elebnty for wonderful beauty, could not fail — ^under the 
aUanta^t'^ of the brilliant atmosphere, bright suHsMne and 
lengthened shadows in which we gazed on it — to meet our espeota- 
ti us The entire city and its suburbs lay at our feet; and, like 
1 map the biy — near a hundred miles in circuit — its many 
pi tuieaipie headlands and islands and the Organ Mountains and 
chain along the coast, the peak of Tejuea, the Sugar Loaf reduced 
t nsi^niheint dimensions, the Gavia, the outer islets and the 
ill nitable sea ! The silence one is disposed to keep, in view of 
such a scene from such a point, best espressos perhaps the kind 
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of admiration felt. Had Bryant in an inspiration of his genius 
stood with US, he might possibly have given utterance to a de- 
scription more sublime but to none more graphic or minutely 
true to the scene, than one already recorded by his pen — 

" Steep is the western side, shaggy and wild, 
Witli mossy treea, mid pinnacles of flinty 
And many a hanging orag. But to the Eastj 
Sheer to the vale, go down the bare old oliffi-- 
Hnge pilkrs, that in middle LeaTon up bear 
Their weather-bsateii capitals, here dark 
With moss, the growth of centuries, and there 
Of chalky whiteness, where the thunder bolt 
Has splintered them. It is a fearful thiug 
To staled upon the beetling "vetge, and see 
Where storm and lightnbg, from that huge gray wall, 
Have tumbled down vast blocks, and at the base 
Dashed them in fragments, and to lay thine ear 
O'er the diiay depth, and hear the sound 
Of winds that struggle luith the woods lielow. 
Come up with ocean miu'mnrs.'' 

There is danger, in the impressiyeneKa of a scene of such 
mingled beauty and sublimity, of forgetting the risk of taking 
cold, even in the finest weather — after the unavoidable heat and 
temporary exhaustion of the ascent — from the reduced temperature 
of the elevation, and the freshness of the sea-breeze sweeping over 
and arouud the rook in strong eddies. But reminded of this by 
a sense of chilliness, and aware of the lateness of the day, at the 
end of a half hour — grateful for the favorable auspices under 
which we had enjoyed the view — we gave a farewell gaze and 
turned our feces for the descent, 

I omitted to state that, before reaching the plantation of 
the Emperor in the dip of the mountains, we bad again fallen 
upon the line of the aqueduct. At this point it passes to the 
southern side of the range, which hero mates an angle in that 
diroetiou ; imd Mr, Lefroy, fsirailiar in his walks with all tlio 
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region, proposed that bofuro deaceading we should follow it 
at least a short distance : with the asswrance that we would 
fluil it eipial, in picturesque wddness and beauty, to any 
thing we had yet seen. Though already pretty well fagged, 
and a walk of seven miles yet to be made in reaching the city, 
we readily assented; and most amply indeed were we rewarded. 
Tho scenery on every hand — above, beneath and around us, in 
the strong eontraats of bright sunshine and deep shade, was like 
pictures of fancy, with a variety and richness of foliage to be 
found only in the tropics. The aqueduct and path beside it, 
scarped on the very face of the precipitous mountain, wind round 
the head of a deep glen, at an elevation of two thousand feet 
above the valleys beneath and the surf of the oceaa ; and com- 
mand uninterrupted views, far and wide, over land and sea, of 
indescribable beauty and grandeur. Parasitical plants and run- 
ning vines add to the rich drapery of the woods overhead and 
beneath tho feet, and hang in long pendants from the rocks and 
in festoons from tree to tree, while, here and there, the tree fern — • 
a novelty to me till now— ri^cs rankly to a height of twenty and 
thiity feet throwing out its closely featheied leaves in an 
umbrellt aha,ped top, piopoitionate in size to the height of the 

Tempted from pomf to point, by one new object of admiration 
01 anothei, we weie led two miles amid thi'! loxuij of beauty 
befoie aware o£ it, almost to the lerj sources of the woiL At 
one point, fiom the impoaaibilitj of seiurmg apace in the face of 
the piccipice for ■stone work, tho wati,i 11 Ld along in small 
wooden tiougha, and the footpath, eonstiucted of planks supported 
by strong bolts of iion fastened into the rook, is suspended in 
the air, with 1 fiightful depth beneath There is no partic- 
nkr "spring or fountdin head, trom which there H a supply of 
i\itei, but fiom the begiumng ot the iqueduet, the smallest 
streamlet that tinkles dDwn the mountain summit is carefully 
collected by ^idG tiuuehs, and the diippinga ot pveiy crevice, 
1-: well IS the gu^hin^s of moie abundint hj-rings, fully =ecured. 
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This aqueduct is a magnificent work for the period at which 
it was constructed — a hundred ajid thirty years ago. Tt is of 
solid granite with a semicircular bottom for the water-course, 
and is foirr feet in width and the eamo in height ; at places 
entirely above, and at others partially beneath th3 ground. It 
is capped with granite in the form of a roof, is furnished with 
ventilators protected by iron gratings at regular intervals, and is 
accessible for the use of the water at different points, by doors 
under lock and key. The honor of having projected and accom- 
plished so important a work is due to Albuquerque, captwn- 
general of the province at the period — 1719-23. A record of 
this is made on a tablet on the front of the fountain of the Garioea, 
near the convent of San Antonio, above which is the reservoir in 
which the work terminates. The inscription is of a rudeness 
of outline and execution characteristic of the art of writing in 
Braail a century ago ; and undecipherable, except by an anti- 
quarian like Dr. Walsh, familiar, from his favorite studies, with 
the abbreviations and readings without a divisioa into syllables 
and words, of olden tunes. 

The following is the translation of this msonption as given by 
Dr. Walsh, " In the reign of the high and pcwerfu! king Don 
John the Fifth, Ayres de Saldanh^ and Albuquerque, being 
governor and captain-general of this pKce, by hii directions this 
work was made, which was begun m the ycir 1719 and completed 
in the year 1723." 

The most magnificent and costly section of the aqueduct — 
and one which the now well-knowu principle in hydraulics, that 
water will rise to the level of ite head shows to have been useless 
both in labor an I xp n — is alftyaada nj is orna- 
ment of the city by whi hthaqdut areda a deep 
valley from the hill f i& f Th a t th t f & n Antonio 
opposite. It c n t f tw a f h n b ve the 
other, the lowe x hund d d th pj ght hid and 
forty feet in length, and forty feet m height. Next to the Komau 
i of the Pont du Garde in Languedoc, the aqueduct 
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across the Alcantara at Lisbon, and tho HIgK Bridge at Harlem, 
it is the finest structure of the kind I have seen. 

It was near sundown hefore we reluetantly turned our hacka 
upon the surprising beauty which still entioed us forward. By a 
forced march wo accomplished the atony and staircase descent 
through the woods, while there was yet sufficient dayHght to make 
good our footsteiB over the rough and sHppery way. Safely at 
this point, though the night soon gathered around us, we tad no 
difficulty in keeping the path nnder the brilliant starlight of the 

evening, and reached the city at eight o'clock, having ac 1"1">^ 

the trip of twenty-two miles in six hours. 
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Novtmler 9A— Sat rday more tbm au other is a day 
trying to my sp utg It is thai wiich I aijupriate to special 
preparation for my professional duties n the bal>bath ; aud with 
it, the hwdneia and seeming batrenuH^s ot my field of labor is, 
unavoid-itiy bronaiht jamfnlly to view The moral condition 
of our shij IS ei«a! pioballj, if not in advance of that of men- 
of-war in general, in our own or any other service ; and the dis- 
cipline and general order on board good. Indeed, we regard our- 
Belves, and are regarded by others around us, in these respects as 
a peculiai-ly favored asd a happy ship. But mere estei-nal pro- 
priety of conduct does not satisfy my espectation, or meet my 
hopes. I look for evidences of higher results, from the preaching 
of the Gospel and other means of religious influence established 
among us, but look in vain; and instead, especially when in port, 
find daily discouragements which would lead a spirit, less elastJo 
than my own, uttei'Iy to despair of being iastrumental ia any 
spiritual good. 

During the last fortnight, the crew in successive detaohmeats 
have been on shore, on a general liberty of forty-eight hours. 
The drunkenness and debauchery of many, incident to this 
unavoidably obtruded ou my notice in a greater or less degree) 
have mied ray heart witli sadness, and my lips— at tlio end of a 
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rainistry of six months — with the despoading language of the 
prophet, " Who hath believed our report V and to whom hath the 
arm of the Lord been revealed? " This has not escaped the 
observation of the men. themselves, and yeaterdaj, one of them aa 
spokesman of a group with whom I fell into conversation, said to 

me — " We are afraid, Mr. S , that yon will become so 

diHgusted with our wickedness that you will leave the sMp, and 
give us np to the devil altogether i but we hope not." To do 
this would be to act the part of a coward and a traitor ; and 
knowing in whom alone is the auffioiency for thrae things, I must 
still labor — ^bear and forbeai' — ^preach with fidelity and love, pray 
without feinting, and hope against hope. 

The privileges of the shore over, all were settling down into 
customary contentment and quietude when, by some meana last 
evening, a large quantity of strong drink was successfully smuggled 
into the ship. There is ever in a man-of-war a greater or less 
degree of unmitigated rascality which, on such occasions, docs 
not fail to manifest itself, giving tho executive of the ship an 
abundance of trouble and bringing reproach upon the better por- 
tions of the crew Th ns q f th ssf 1 trat gy w 
a good deal of d lit ght m g th las t f th 
ship's company 1 is h d b ajid b t. h th 
morning to me 

One result f th I b ty h w th t f 

drunkenness adtis dtfhlfd f 

men, in the c 1 b <, mm i 1 f th tj A Ij 

mtimation of th d 1 mm wh h th w pl d h d 

me, with an api 1 f 1 p |, th 1 \. 1 1 

them for thi^ p r g m th pi t ty i j 1 

mspectiou of th p ^Uil f g d 1 m t g th 

idly whi:,h 1 d 1 ^ht th m th th y pl d m t 

grievously, is w 11 th y m ht f th h bl pl It t m 

mdeed forlorn H dt B 1 dl j t 1 

that the state of her prisons and the subjiot f p dis pl , 

or rather the fact of an utter want of all discipline, is attractin;^ 
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the attention of some of her philantLropista and statesmen Oui 
fellows, at the end of two or three days, weie almost ^taivid No 
food is served to the prisoners by autkoiity They ire eatirely 
dependent on their own resources, the kindne^ of any triends 
they may happen to haye, or the supplies furnished gratuitously 
by some of the brotherhoods of beaeyolence m the city I found 
those from the Congress — chargeable only with havmg bioken the 
peace in a drunken brawl — in a filthy room of horrible smpll?, 
crowded with eighty or a hundred felons blick, white and colored 
of every hue. Among these were robbeii, -md murdeitrs, and 
criminala of the most desperate character without classification 
in age or crime — beardless boys, arrested for the mcsf tnfling 
and venial offencas, being placed side by side with giay headed 
veterans in vice.. Our men Iiad stripped thcmsehes more than 
half naked, that their clothes might furnish no ambush foi the 
vermin with which the place was filled , and gave prtiful 
aceounte of the nights they had speut, in stifling heat, amid clouds 
of mosquitoes and other insects, with no beds but the rough 
plank of the floors, open in large crevices to the efluvia from the 
common cesspool of the whole prison immediately beneath. A 
civil and intelligent young man of their number told me that, 
till " this spree," he had not tasted strong drink for two years 
past i and had been well punished, for the indulgence, by a w£ek 
in thb frightful and disgusting hole. Q-iving them the means of 
relief from immediate hunger, 1 promised to do what I could for 
their liberation ; and the youngster referred to, the last — from 
some mistake ia his name— to gain a release, has just come thank- 
fully on board. 

November 12ik. — A ball on board the Oougress and a soiree at 
the American Embassy have afforded, within the week past, oui- 
first opportunities of mingling in the society of Rio. It required 
but a short time to transform the qnarter-deek of the frigate 
from a grim battery into a brilliant ball-room. The guns having 
been ruu out of sight on the forecastle, the awnings screened by 
the flags of all nations, in flutinga overhead and in faatooiis at 
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the sides, and tke deeis artistically chalked in colors, tie interior 
soon presented the aspect of a spacious and gay saloon. In this, 
at different points, muakcta arranged in tliiok clusters with a candle 
in each muzzle, formed glittering and hecoming candelahra ; and 
pistols and bayonets similarly arrayed and mounted, made brackets 
for ligWs along tte sides and chandeliers above, while a grace- 
ful amenity was thrown over these implements of death, by wreaths 
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hammocka till a late hour by the entertainment — to be apecta,tor 
of the scene. This indulgence was readily accorded; and, 
during the whole evening, our hardy tara in a uniform dieas of 
white and blue, clustered in thick rows from the mainmast for- 
ward, formed by no means the least striking feature in the 
spectacle. Indeed, their fine physical aspect and becoming de- 
portment attracted much observation; and elicited the most 
complimentary remarks upon them, as a body of men, from the 
most distinguished strangers on board. 

The company on this oocaaon consisted principally of resident 
foreigners, diplomatists, and their families, and the ofaoera of the 
national ships in port. Tliere were few native BrazUians among 
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them. Uncler the impression that the enter taintnent giren by 
Mr. and Mrs. Tod would embrace the higher circles of the native 
society, I joined the party from the ship attending it The nia]i- 
sioa occupied by the Legation is at Praya Flamengo, where I waa 
so much at home in 1829. It is spacious and lofty, with a stately 
suite of reception-rooms on the second floor, which command 
fine views of the bay and its chief features near the eea. It was 
illuminated in front, and brilliantly lighted and tastefully decorated 
with flowers within. According to Brazilian custom on occasions 
of Kte, the tesselated pavement of the vestibule and hall, and 
the marble staircase leading to the reception-rooms, were strewn 
with the fresh leaves of the mango tree and various aromatic 
plants which, under the pressure of the feet, send forth a grateful 
perfiime. A garden in the rear, filled with myrtle and orange 
trees, and gay with the blo^oma of the pomegranate and olean- 
der, was also illuminated, and seen opening in perspective 
fi-om the hall, with pretty effect. The company was large; 
exhibiting a good deal of dress among the ladies, in the latest modes 
of Paris, and some fine diamonds. There was, too, a sprinkling of 
title and nobility, and a little beauty, but nothing more distinc- 
tively Braailiau, or characteristic of nationality, than in the party 
on board the Congress. 

At an early hour after the civilities of the reception, and a gen- 
eral interchange of salutations, dancing was commenced and con- 
tinued to be the chief amusement of the evening. There was no- 
thing in the scene with which I could sympathize, and I withdrew 
from the crowded and heated rooms to the terraced-walk fronting 
the beach. Here, a land breeze, deliciously fresh and fragrant, 
came fanning dowa the mountain's side ; and I passed two hours 
and more in the enjoyment of it, in a promenade back and forth 
of a quarter of a mile, beneath a gloriously lighted sky, while 
every thing was hushed to a midnight repose, except the sounds 
of the distant music of the dance, and the riish, and roar, ajid 
the thunder at my feet of the foaming surf 

On returning tn tlio houi^e I met Mr. Tod in the lower rooms. 
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the supper-room lieing about to be thrown open. The 
was profuse and luxurious. A chief novelty among its delicacies, 
at cither end of the principal table, was the choicest fish of the 
adjoining seas — the garoupa. It is very large, and, on the 
present occasion, was baked whole and served cold. From the 
general demand for it, especially among the ladies, I should have 
judged tlie dish to be m high estimation, without the assurance 
of the fact. It is a rarity, and its market price very high. Sums, 
I am told, are sometimes given for it which I dare not venture 
to state, without further inquiry, lest either my veracity or 
credulity, or both, might be put in question. 

Novmiber l&th. — Yesterday afternoon I accompaniecl Captwn 

Mcintosh, Lieut. P of the British flag ship, and Lieut. T 

of the Congress, in a drive of five miles to the country resi- 
dence of Mr. E , au English gentleman, a partner in one of 

the wealthiest tnereantile houses in Eio An invitation to an 

evening party had been received from M R f w d j 

before, and the call we now made was in Joi 1 di, t t the 
civiUty. The direction of the drive was w tw d th « h th 
rich and broad valley which extends sev n 1 1 m 1 f m 

the city, to the foot of the mountains of T 3 H ! 11 f 

brick and stone, or lofty hedges equally impenetiabl t th y , 
cut oiF the view of the pleasure gaidens and giound'i lunoundmg 
the residences in the suburbs, fiom those seated m the low 
carriages at present in fashion, and I ohose a moie eleiited seat 
beside the coachman — though at the risk, m a blacL dress and 
white cravat, of being taken foi a servant oat of liveiy — lathei 
than forego the advantage of this better point for observation , 
especially as there was no inconvenience from the sun, the after- 
noon being overcast and gray, such aa do not often ocour here 
without rain. But for this position I should have lost much of 
the enjoyment of the drive. 

Half the distance is a continued suburb of the city ; and the 
remainder a auccessaon of cottages, villas, and mansions in a 
greater or le^ degree of proximity — the residences of the aristo- 
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cratic and wealthy, both natives and foreigners. A predominating 
fancy with these seems to he the exhibition of showy entrances 
and gateways, little in keeping in their stateliness, in many 
instancea, with the inferior style and dimensions of the dwellings 
themselves. Some of these last, however, are quite palatial. One 
of this kind was pointed out, as an. evidence of the talent for 
husinesa, and the prosperoua fortunes of a colored man. The 
gardens and grounds oa every side are luxuriant in the display 
of flowers, shruhhery and tress, and often tastefully emhcllishcd 
with vases, casts, statuary and fountains of graceful and classic 
model. The rapidity of vegetation in weeds and grass, aa well as 
in more valuable growth is such, however, aa to make perfect 
neatness and good keeping in the grounds difficult. One great 
defect in them, which cannot fail to arrest the eye unaccus- 
tomed to it, is the entire abseace of the close sod and velvet turf, 
which give such smoothness and softness to lawns and pleasure 
grounds in the United States and in England. The burning sun 
of this latitude kills the roots of such growth, and there is no 
close set grass here. All that is native is coarae, tufted, and 
straggling. The site of the city was originally a marsh, and this 
interval land, between the bay and the mountains, is low and wet 
The soil, a stiff' clay, causes the roads in rainy weather soon to be 
so cut up as to become almost impassable, and in dry, to bo both 
rough and dusty. 

The residence of Mr. E , crowning a gently swelling hill 

in the midst of a lovely valley, rises conspicuously to the view 
while yet a mile from it. It is an old Brazilian house of unpre- 
tending and cott^e-like aspect, soon to give place to a new build- 
ing : but looked rural and attractive, and commands a aplendid 
panorama. Here the gateway is of a simplicity corresponding 
with that of the house. It opens, at the distance of a quarter 
of a mile from this, into au avcnuo of young mango trees, winding 
gradually up the ascent and bordered on either side by a hedge 
of the double scarlet hibiscus, whose polished leaves of green 
were studded with bright flowers. 
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A long and lofty saloon, so well furnished witli windows as 
to be readily conTerted almost into an open pavilion, occupies 
the whole front of the house. A flight of stone steps at either 
end ascends from the carriage drive to this. A similar apartment 
in the rear forms the dining-room; while between these, and 
lighted only through them, is the drawmg-room. In a colder 
elimate an apartment thus situated would, in the day time, he 
dark and gloomy; hut here, where for a great part of the year a 
glaring and glowing sun pours down upon every tting, it forms a 
■welcome retreat into which the light comes only in subdued and 
grateful shade. 

We had made the acquaintance of Mrs. and Miss B at 

the entertamments mentioned under my last date ; and, on being 
ushered into the saloon wero reoeived by them in a most frank 

and courteous manner. Mrs. E , though a native Brazilian, 

haa been much in England, and Miss E has but lately com- 
pleted her education there. Both are of pleasing address and 
most gentle and amiable. Aft«r a half hour in conversation a 
walk in the grounds was proposed, the freshness of the evening 
with a land breeze from the mouatiuns having set in. We had 
already discovered the views in every direction to be lovely : 
embracing the rich valley through which we had driven, the 
mountams bordering it on one side and the fautastic peaks in 
^v'hioh they termmato at its bead behind; with cottages and 
country bouses scattered thickly around, and the imperial palace 
of San Christovao encircled with plantations in full view. 
Glimpses of the city were caught in the far distance in front ; 
and, with a glass, the tapering masts of the Congress, sui-mounted 
by her broad pennant, i-isiug high above the tallest of its towers 
and steeples. 

From the end of the saloon opposite to that at which we had 
entered, an embowered grapery leads to a stream at the foot of 
the hill, overhung with trees and beautifully fringed with the 
lofty and graceful bamboo. Along the green banks of this, the 
gardens, filled with the greatest vai-iety of shrub and flower, 
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spread widely among fruit-bearing and ornamental trees, ijiolud- 
ing a euceession of orange groves. Tlirougk these wo sauntered 
with great delight, tasting of the various fruits; esaminiBg, in 
the fine display of the botanioal kingdom around, things old 
and new ; resting upon a rustic seat here and there ; and finally 
beooming grouped in a pioturesque bower of living fcamhoo, whose 
thickly clustered steins at the sides and feathery tops interlaced 
overhead effectually exclude the sun, and secure, even at mid- 
day, a retreat of refreshing coolness. Among entire novelties to 
as were the Jaoa or jack fruit — ariocarpus Indicus — or East 
India bread fruit, and the Brazilian plum. 

We were here joined by Mr. K and hia eons, by Lieut, 

F of our ship, and Mr. Lawrence McKeever, a son of the 

commodore, an attache of an American partner of the house in 
which Mr. R is the English principal. Hr. E.— to the re- 
putation of an able and successfol merchant adds that of a well- 
read man, thoroughly furnished with intelligence in regard to all 
subjects of local and general interest in Brazil. His conversa- 
tion is thus both interesting and instructive. 

As twilight began to gather round us, we returned to the 
house, and were summoned to a tea-table in the dining-hall well 
spread as in the olden times at home, not only with every delicacy 
appropriate to the repast, but with such s 1 ta t 1 dilh a, also, 
as those who had been riding and driving d w Ik ng nee an 
early dinner, might be disposed to welcom Th w an air 
of genuine hospitality in the well-covered 1 th f th hoard, 
which carried me back to the tables of ou f If Massena 
and of the Lakelands in former days, tell tl 1 1 k theirs it 
was DO unaccustomed thing thus to be drawn out to its full length 
by the presence of some eight or ten nnoxpeoted guests, in addi- 
tion to a large family circle. With a number of well-trained and 
neatly-dressed negro servants in attendance, the whole scene was 
more like that of an ordinary exhibition of Amerioaa hospitality, 
as I recollect it in boyhood, even in the Northern States, than any 
thing I have for a long time witnessed. It was half past nine 
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o'clook before we took leave ; jet, such is the Jehu style of driving 
tliat we were aot only at the landing in the city, where the 
captain's gig was in waiting for us, hut safely on hoard ship by 

The rainy season is not so strongly marked at Rio as in many 
tropical regions, though at this period of the year more rain falls 
tliau at any other. To-day it poured in torreuts from the early 
morning, while an impeuetrahle fog has heen rushing from the 
eca, before a driving wiud. The worst of this state of things, to 
some of us on board the Congress, waa an engagement of several 
days' standing to a dinner with Admiral Eeynolds, the English 
commander-in-chief on this station. "We looked in viun as the 
appointed hour approached, for any ahatement in the wind and 
rain, or the arrival of a messenger to say we would not be ex- 
pected ; and, at a quarter to sis, the barge was called away and 
Commodore MoKeever, Captain Mcintosh and I, with such 
protection as our boat cloaks oouid give, were in the midst of the 
storm pulling for the flag ship. Fortunately the distance was 
scarcely more than a quarter of a mile. We escaped getting wet, 
and in the shelter and elegant appointments of the admiral's 
cabins soon forgot the discomfort of the pull on board. 

The want of a higher grade of rank in the navy of the United 
States than that of post captain, while in the British service and 
that of other nations there is not only that of admiral, but sis 
degrees of advancement in that rank, often leads to embarrassment 
and an unpleasant state of feeling between those heai-ing other 
flags and our eommandera-in-chief. The preposterous expectation 
and, in many instances, pertinacious claim of equality in rant 
and reciprocity in of&cial honors, where there is confessedly an 
iuforiority of commission, and in contravention of the established 
rules of military etiquette, not unfrequently limit the intercourse 
between American commodores and European admirals to the 
cold formalities of an official visit. Where this is the case, the 
association of the officers of the respective squadrons is, in a 
greater or less degree, of the same character. Happily for myself 
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1 have never beea placed ia this position. On the contrary, in 
all the ships to which I have been attached, the most friendly 
relations have been established with English ships of war, on the 
same station. Sneh is the case with the Congress and the South- 
ampton, By mutual courtesy and good will, the official and 
social intercourse of the two commanders-in-chief was on our 
arrival at once placed on a desirable footing. The consequence is, 
that the officers of the respective ships are left to an unemhar- 
rassed association. This has proved cordial, and many in both 
ships visit each other with the intimacy and informality of con- 
genial neighbors on shore. 

Mrs. Eejnolds accompanied the admiral from England and 
lives on hoard ship. She is a person of intelligent and cultivated 
mind and of frank and pleasing address; and the birds and 
fiowers, the drawings and cabinets In natural history which, in 
addition to a choice library, adorn the apartments of the South- 
ampton, at once bespeak the presence and taste of an accomplished 
woman. Iii addition to the military famOy of the admiral, which 
consists of the captain of tho ship, the flag-lieutenant and the 
secretary who are regularly at his table, we had the company 

of two or three other officers, including the Rev, Mr, P , 

the chaplain. Besides this gentleman, I was happy to meet in 
the party others whom I found to he enlightened and spiritual 
Christians, as well as agreeable and well-bred men. It is un- 
necessary to say that the entertainment was sumptuous : served 
in plate, with all the appointments of the table in the elegant 
keeping of English aristocratic life. The summons to the dining 
cabin was by music from a fine band : and with the removal of 
the cloth and her majesty's health, we had " God save the Queen," 
followed by " Hail Columbia " and a succession of passages from 
the choicest operas. Our reception was the more cordial, perhaps, 
from the badness of the weather ; and the whole evening marked 
with such free interchange of thought and feeling that it seemed 
a family party at home, Tho effect to me of such an impression in 
this far ofl land, has been an irresistible fit of the " mal du pays." 
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Novemh&r 20iA.-— The Praya San Domingo and Pi-aya (Jrando 
on the eastern side of the hay, continue to be favorite resorts with 
ua, ospceially when Captain Mcintosh ia leader of the party. 
He kolds in abhorrenoe tie filth of the city aide. The interest 
of our Tiaita has been much increased by the actjuaintance 
accidentally formed with a Portuguese family, shortly after the 
return of the Congress from the Plata. In a stroll we were 
taking there, we passed a plantation, the extent and thriftinesa 
of which had before attracted our notice. The principal gateway 
now stood open, eshibiting, in long vista, an avenue of young 
palms, whoae interlacing branches completely over-arohed the walk 
beneath. A group of slaves were at work juat within; and 
coupling our admiration with a question as to the privilege of en- 
tering, we had scarcely received an affirmative reply, before the pro- 
prietor, Don Juan M , made his appearance from a wilderness of 

luxuriant growth on one side, courteously bidding us welcome, and 
becoming himself our guide. There is nothing ai-tistic or par- 
ticularly tasteful in the manner in which the grounds are laid 
out ; hut they are in Mgh cultivation, and the variety and esuber- 
anoe of the growth, and the novelty to us of many of its forms, 
made them very attractive. Eruits, flowers, and vegetables — 
shrubs, plants, and trees are so closely intermingled, as to shut 
out aU view, except in each immediate path, or at the intersecting 
angles of the larger alleys. In other places endless beds, so 
arranged as to be easily irrigated, aro filled with every kind of 
vegetable in the greatest profiision ; while above wave the broad 
leaves of the banana and plantain, the feathery palm, and the 
closely set, and pinnated foliage of the mango. Many of the 
paths are bordered with coffee trees, now in full bloom. These are 
allowed to grow to a height of ten or fifteen feet, and are in the 
form of a hush. The blossoms, of the purest white, appear in 
general effect like those of the double jessamine. They cluster 
thickly over the brauches, and contrast beautifully with tlie dark 
i leaves. Among the exotics are tho cinnar 
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moQ, clove, and nutmeg, and t,he elirabiDg vine of the bkclc 
pepper. 

In the ooTirae of our ramble we came upon tlie wasi-houae of 
the establishment— an open, tile-coyered lodge or veraiidah, sup- 
ported by pillars of brick, and furnished with a wide and 'deep 
tanlc or resei-voir of water, troughs, tuba and slabs of stone for 
the various operations of the laundry. Three or four negreaaes 
, were engaged in the appropriate work of the plaee, with their 
children at play around. Near one of the mothers, in a flat 
basket on the ground, lay, kicking and crowing as if ready to 
spring out of its skin, an entirely naked and shining little negro, 
SIX or eight montha of ag^-one of the brightest and cleanest 
looking little rogues I ever saw. It was black aa the purest 
ebony, and in a perfection of form fitting it for the model of a 
oupid, or infant Apollo, or Adonis. It looked so healthy, and so 
wholesome, and so perfectly pure, aa to be provocative almost of a 
kiss ; and one of our party— who, in strong remembrance of hia 
own little onea at home, has a perfect passion for every child he 
meets, whether black or whit«^waa so delighted that I thought 
he would scarcely rest satiafied in his caressing, short of such an 
evidence of admiration. 

At the end of a half hour we came again into the principal 
arenue, leading from the gate to the base of a steep hill, or rather 
cliff, overhanging the gardens, from the brow of which the dwell- 
ing of Don Juan looks down aa upon a map. Detained already, 
it appeared, from an appointment of business by his attentions 
to us, he here apologized for the necessity of taking leave, but 
begged us to continue our walk up the hill, from which we would 
have a magnificent view; and called a negro lad to guide us. 
We wUlingly complied, and advanced by a winding path up the 
steep Among the growth not before noticed, we here observed 
the peach, apple, and pomegranate, in1«rspersed with grove after 
grove of orange trees, heavily laden with golden fruit. The 
houae is a long tilo roofed cottage of one story, surrounded by 
broad piazzas, opening upon Sagged terraces. The pointed top 
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ot the till has been cut down to a phtf m fli t ly 
istcnt f r the are^ if the dweHing with h fh y d fl w 
gaxlcnonone side ind a diVLCote and (j t f th h 
negroes on the otter The whole iB peioh d j th gil 
fomt of a pieoipitoua promcntory OTerl k g th by t &t 
rramia XaTii-r from ^ihuh a heavy suif lis b th b kg 
in part amid a cl I'^tei of fantasfii, and 1 m k d 

I irt iijon a white sand beach To leaeli th ! t p t f 
pan jromic view at the end of the flower d w w 
ducted through the reception rooms m tt t i tl tt 
furui^htd with bome showy irticlti of T h m if t — 
jimo sofa laacs <f piinted china. Th 1 d p d w t 
iiewat eierj point arc "upeib — especully th d fi t 

with the wild snirt beneath, and the isl t f B V fern f 
a foreground — its fantistic oliffi. of st J,ly 1 d *^ 
draped with bnglit verdure, and crowned by ts p t sq 1 ttl 
uhipel The varied moTements of sail in th 1 w h b th 
bright gleaminf,a of the city along the ah t F! m d 

Uotafogo , with the Sugar loaf and adjom g h 11 d th & 
and Oorcovado in sublime groupings i th d t f m d 

together a picture of unrivalled beauty Tli 1 g i 
effective shadea of a sunset of crimson l„li hbtlth 
whole with gorgeous effect ; and we stood fascinated by it, till the 
gathering twilight hastened ns to our boat. 

Commodore MoKeever and Mr. G accompanied ns m a 

second visit which we were invited by Don Juan to make, a few 
evenings afterwards. We were welcomed with the cordiality of 
old friends, and after a walk through the grounds, were conducted 

to the Louse, introduced to Madame M , and served with 

coffee, sweetmeats and liqueurs. We soon discovered the mistress 
of the establishment to be of the order of women, so graphically 
described by the wise man—" she seeketh wool and flax, and 
worketh willingly with her hands. She looketh well to the ways 
of her household, and eatcth not the bread of idleness. Her 
children arise and call her blessed, her husband also, iiud he 
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ptaiseth her." Throngli the open windows of the verandah, as 
we entered, we saw her busily engaged, amid a group of female 
slaves, old and young, in tie cutting and fitting of garments which 
they were sewing ; and learned from her husband that her agency, 
as well as supervision, was thus exercised in tho whole economy 
of the establishment. In dress, she was in tho dishabille ooramoa 
among the females, and males too, in this climate, at least till a 
late hour of the day ; a loose wi-apper with a oolored silk pocket- 
handkerchief over the head. On the summons of Bou Juan, she 
joined us without apology in regard to her toilette ; and after the 
refreshments were served, while wc were enjoying the view at the 
point of the promontory, gathered and arranged for each of us a 
choice and beautiful bouquet. 

In acknowledgment of the kindness of thus throwing open 
their grounds and house to us, an invitation was given for a visit 
to the Congress. This was readily accepted, and they have since 
passed a morning on board. It was their first visit to a man-of- 
war, and they professed to take more interest in it, and to feel 
themselves more highly honored from its bearing the stripes and 
stars of the United States, than they could under any other flag. 
We scarcely recognized the Dona at first, under the aspect of 
a visitor. In place of the Portuguese negligfi, in which we were 
received hy her at home, she now appeared in the latest style 
of Pai-isian promenade costume ; with silks and laces and ex- 
pensive embroideries, in a correotness of taste and good-keeping, 
that proved her by no means unaccustomed to the elegancies of 
the toilette. Don Juan is a man of intelligence and of much 
practical good sense and observation. Among many things on 
board, which attracted his attention, aside from the equipment 
and peculiar ebai-acter of our ship in military appointment, waa 
a small homceopathic medicine chest iu the captain's cabin. He 
is a warm advocate of this system, and a practitioner of it in his 
own family; and he informed us that in forty oases of fever, 
among his slaves, during the hitc epidemic, he allowed of no other 
treatment, and did not lose a single patient, though many negroes 
around him died of the pestilence under allopathic practice. 
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Mvmnbei 26th — The heit of the mojnmgs on shore is be- 
c ming so intense as to make walbng oppressive. Till the set- 
t Hi; m of tho sea hn.eze about mid day, the ship is altogether 
m re dcsnafele thin any othei ilooe accessible to ua. Moored 
in the dnect line of the winds fro n the sea, her decks with awa- 
inga spread tore and aft, form a deligttful lonnging-place ; one 
never without attractions, in the conatajit movoTOenta on the hay, 
and the varying and beautiful effects produced upon its imagery, 
by hourly atmospheric changes. This you can readily understand 
from daily experience at Eiveraide. Lite the verandai there, 
the poop of the Congress here commands a wide-spread panorama 
of water, mountain, and valley, ever varying in its aspects of lights 
and shade, sunshine and clouds, tints and coloring, and tempting 
one to give too much time to mere admiration of the changing 
picture. 

When the atmosphere is peculiarly brilliant, the mountains 
stand out with a nearness and strength of light that exposes to 
clear view the ohiscllings of their minutest features. With a 
good glass, every rock and tree, and almost every ahnib, of the 
nearer ranges is then brought, seemingly, within touch ; while the 
sublime chain, forty and fifty miles distant in the north, exhibits, 
through the same medium, not only the fantastic spikes and fin- 
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gers from which it derives its name, but the minater formations 
of the wooded sides also, furrowed by water- courses, and strealred 
here and there with the silver line of a oataraet ia a deep glen. 
Then again, the whole stand, with undistinguishahle features, lite 
massiTe walls of purple and blue, the upper profile only of their 
jagged outlines being marked boldly against the sky. 

In the morning, the whole bay is smooth and glassy as a lake . 
one vast mirror, along whose edges are repiotured ia strong and 
unbroken reflection, mounti^in and city, church-tower, fortress, and 
convent, in minute fidelity, while all the men-of-war, and the 
little craft floating by with useless sails, lie in duplicate around. 
The sun glai-es hotly — not a breath of air is stirring, and every 
one is oppressed. But watching seaward, the topsails of the 
inward-hound in the far offing are seen, by and by, to be gently 
filling with a breeze ; presently, ' cats-paw ' after ' cats-paw ' comes 
creepmg through the channel and up the bay ; til! soon, in place of 
a glaring and oppressive calm, its surface is dancing with ' white- 
caps ; ' the lateen sail boats, careening to the wind and dashing 
the spray from their bows, rush past and around us like " playful 
things of life ; " the inwai'd-bound with wide-spread wings come 
hastening to the anchorage; everyone drinks in with delight 
the welcome draught ; and for the rest of the day, new aspects 
and new life are imparted to every thing and every body. At 
times, this searbreeze is supplanted by a half gale from the same 
direction, causing so much of a swell as to raise breakers between 
us and the landing, and partially to interrupt communication 
with the shore. This was the case a day or two since, when the 
surf rolled along nearly the whole length of the city. The 
change in the temperature too, is freijuentiy so great as to lead 
to the substitution of doth clothing for that of light summer 
wear, and to the buttoning closely of the coat to avoid a sense 
of chilliness. 

Towards evening the sea-breeee ordinarily dies away ; and, by 
sunset, a glassy surface again reflects the gorgeous coloring which 
now mantles tie mountains, and gilds witli brightness the promi- 
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nent arcLitecture of the city. As tho stort twilight settles into 
dai'iiiess, regular lines of brilliant lamps gleam for miles along 
tlie stores on either side of the bay, and up the ridges and over 
the tops of the hills in the city; the bright radiance of unnum- 
bered stars falls from above ; and the land-breeze, gently fanning 
down the mountain sides, brings with it the freshness and fra- 
grance of their woods and flowers. 

Often a thunder-storm of thick blackness, with forked light- 
ning, is seen raging ainong the mountain peaks without approaching 
nearer ; and oftener still, magnificently calmmating summer clouds, 
heaped pile upon pile above them, exhibit a play of electric light, 
of a beauty and splendor sufficient for the pastime of the even- 
ing. We had a remarkable display of this kind a night or two 
ago; the flashes were more vivid and more incessant than I 
recollect ever before to have witnessed. Masses of black clouds, 
towermg to the zenith on every side, made the night exceedingly 
dark. In the mo nentjrj to vals between the flashes there was 
3 darkness that m gi t Imost be felt— utterly impenetrable even 
at the shortest d stan — a d making inespressibly grand and 
beantifu! the more tha m I day brightness which instantly fol- 
lowed, disclosinfj to m c owoj e view every object far and near. 

From the ciuse named at the beginning of this date — the heat 
of the mornings— my visits on shore, for the long walk which you 
know to be an essential daily enjoyment to me, are chiefly in the later 
hours of the afternoon and evening. As the last regular boat of 
the ship leaves the shore punctually at sunset, this necessity of 
choosing so late a period of the day would subject me to the 
inconvenience of coming off in a shore boat, and the disgust of 
breathing the atmosphere by which tho vicinity of the common 
landing is nightly polluted, were it not for the social arrangements 
of the Commodore. Intimacy with the Ambassador and his 
family, and other American friends in the same neighborhood, 

leads him with Mr. G to pass most of his evenings at the 

Praya Flamengo. His barge awaits him regularly, at nine o'clock, 
at a sheltered and pleasant landtu;^ near the Gloria Hill. A scat 



by Google 



METBOEOLOGICAL CHANGES. 145 

neat architectui-Q of the city. Ae the abort twilight settles ifito 
darkness, regulai' lines of brilliant lamps gleam for miles aloDg 
the shores on either side of the bay, and up the ridges and over 
the tops of the hills in the city; the bright radiance of unnum- 
bered stars falls from above ; and the land-breeze, gently fanning 
down the mountain sides, brings with it the freshness and fra- 
grance of their woods and flowers. 

Often a thunder-storm of thick blackness, with forked light- 
ning, is seen raging among the mountain peaks without approaching 
nearer ; and oftener still, magnificently culminating summer clouds, 
heaped pile upon pile above them, eshibit a play of electric light, 
of a beauty aad splendor sufficient for the pastime of the even- 
ing. We had a remaikable display of this kind a night or two 
ago ; the flashes were more vivid and more incessant than I 
recollect ever before to have witnessed. Masses of black clouds, 
towering to the zenith on every side, made the night esoeedingly 
dark. In the momentary intervals between the flashes there was 
a darkness that might almost be felt — utterly impenetrable even 
at the shortest di&tancc — and making inespresaibly grand and 
beautiful the more than mid-day brightness which instantly fol- 
lowed, disclosing to microscopic view every object far and near. 

From the cause named at the beginning of this date — the heat 
of the mornings — my visits on shore, for the long walk which you 
know to be an essential daily enjoyment to me, are chiefly in the later 
hours of the afternoon and evening. As the last regular boat of 
the ship leaves the shore punctually at sunset, this necessity of 
choosing so late a period of the day would subject me to the 
inconvenience of coming off in a shore boat, and the disgust of 
breathing the atmosphere by which the vicinity of the common 
landing is nightly polluted, were it not for the social arrangements 
of the Commodore. Intimacy with the Ambassador and bis 
family, and other American friends in the same neighborhood, 

leads him with Mr. G- to pass most of bis evenings at the 

Praya Elanjengo. His barge awaits him regularly, at nine o'clock, 
(it a sheltered and pleasant landing near the Gloria Hill. A seat 
7 
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io-tliis is always in reserve for me ; and, whether visiting with him 
or not, I aiE sure of a passage in good season to the ship. I am 
thns left at liberty to range the hills and valleys at my pleasure 
towards the close of day, and to take my fill of such delights as 
nature, in her exuberance and ever-varying heauty in ten thou- 
sand forms, here affords. A chief drawback to the pleasttre is 
the want of a companion in my rambles Such of my mesamates 
as have a round of ship's duty in tJ e r or! r find sufficient exer- 
cise in pacing the decks in its d s barge and are often too much 
fatigued to start in search of the pictut sque Jthers, though at 
leisure, less iunred to fatigue thm I am thmk the heauty of the 
upland haunts I most frequent, scaicely worth the effort required 
at all points, in the first sharp ascent ot a half mile, by whioh 
only they are attained. Hence my evening strolls of this kind 
are solitary : still — 

" My steps are not alono 
la tliese bright walks ; the sweet southwest, at play, 
JTies, tnstling, wbare tlie ti'opic leaves are stcown 
Alocg the winding way. 
And far in heavec the while, 
Tlie atin that sends the gale to wander here, 
Ponrs out on the fair earth the quiet smile — 
That sweetens all the year." 

The TOW, at night, of two miles and more to the ship is of 
itself a pleasure : sometimes beneath a bright moon, with the palm- 
topped trees and convent towers of Santa Theresa on our loft, 
marked in silver against the sky ; sometimes amid a darkness whioh 
lothing for our guide but the signal lanterns for the Com- 



modore, at the peak of the far- 
again, amid a display of phosp! 
to excite both admiration and 



■off Congress ; and sometimes 
■escence in the water, sufficient 
[■prise. The regular dip of the 



oars, then, creates splendid coruscations : streams of apparent fire 



I the uplifted blades, whi 



le the bargo, imder tho impulse 



of fourteen stalwart oarsmen, rushes on through a wide trough 
seemingly of molten silver. 
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But 1 am forgetting the object for which I opened my journal 
— to say, that in despite of tha heat, I have spent two mornings, 
within the past week, in a stroll along tie shaded side of the Eua 
Ouvidor, in company with the Commodore, Captain and Mr. 
G-- — — , on a visit of curiosity to the various shops with which it 
is liaed. The show windows of these rival those of Broadway, 
iu the display of rich fancy goods of English, French, and German 
luanafacture, and of jewelry, articles of vertu, drawings, engrav- 
ings, and bijouterie. Among the jewellers' shops which we entered 
was one, having for its sign the imperial arms and crown in rich 
gilding — thus indicating the special patronage of their majesties 
and the court. The person in attendance received iis most polite- 
ly, and, though we at once apprised him that our object was not 
to purchase, exhibited his choicest caskets, from those valued at 
a few hundred dollars to those at as many tens of thousands Most 
of the contents were native diamonds and other precious stones 
tastefully arranged and artistically set. The workmen here are 
celebrated for skill ia this respect, and for the delicacy and finish 
of their filagree in silver, and chasings in gold. Kio is also cele- 
brated for the manufacture of artificial flowers from feathers. 
Those most valued are of the choicest and rarest hummmg birds. 
Tho changing tints of some of these are more rich and vai'ied 
than those of the opal. Such are much prized and are espensive. 
The counterpart of a set recently ordered by the Princess de 
Joinville was as costly as so much jewelry. The manufactories 
are in large shops open entirely in front to the street, and, the 
artisans being chiefly young girls, are favorite resorts and loung- 
ing places of shoppers and idlers. 

It must not be inferred that in thus spending a morning in 
shopping, we were encroaching on the prerogatives of the ladies of 
Brazil. The usage of the country denies them this pastime. Por- 
tuguese and Spanish views of the liberty of outdoor locomotion to 
be allowed to females — traceable to the Moorish estimate of their 
trust worthiness andvirtue — prohibit to them here in a great degree 
tlie privileges of the street. In the early morning they may be seen, 
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1 black, and atteucled by a seryaut or child, waiting to 
and from churoli; and on tho Sabbath, likewise, in long family 
procession, in performance of a like dntj ; but, to take a prome- 
nade as B«eh, for pleasure or display, or to pass from shop to shop 
looking at fine goods by the hour, without finding the article 
sought, or any thing to suit the fancy, would be regai-ded as an 
iodecoram, and an nomistakabls mark of vulgar boldness. Na- 
tive prejudice on this point, has doubtless been modified by the 
example of numerous foreign residents and visitors ; still, when 
a lady is met in the streets in pionenade it maybe safely in 
fened thnt she is not » Bnail an if weinng i bonnet it may be 
deemed certain 

Aside from the light thrown upon the g neial e^tin ate of 
female virtue by this prohibition from u 3^,6 thuo aie 1 abits of 
mleceney among the people witnessed even m the most p iblic 
thoiou^hfares sufScient to jusfity it so kng as the nui anci, is 
peimitted moreover a Udy in walkmg is subjected to an im 
pudent stare and look of libertmism from shopkeepers md 
clerks and passers by which is in it elf an insult w thyut the 
addition of the remarks of levity which at times may be heard 
Theie has been an advance in cinhzation of late in th s r spcct 
still, effrontery enough is left m connection with it to ofiend the 
delicacy of a woman in walking, and to esoite the indignation of 
any male friend accompanying her. 

The native female of the better classes is, therefore, still to be 
regarded as a kind of house prisoner ; she may stand against or 
lean over the railing of an upper balcony by the hoar — as is 
much the custom — gazing in listless silence upon whatever is 
taking place in the street ; but a promenade below, with the chance 
of a flirtation, is denied her. 

How then, you will ask, is the shopping of the ladies for fine 
dresses and fine feathers accomplished? I answer, either by hus- 
bands and fathers, who I am told are well versed by experienoe 
in the business, or by a running to and from shop to drawing-room 
of boys and porters with pattern-books and pieces. A lady from 



by Google 



SLAVES AT AUCTION. 149 

the country will drive to the house of some friend, or sonure a 
hired I'oonij and, sendiug forth a servant, will put the errand-hoys 
of half the shops in the city, in motion for the day. 

On one of these mornings, we entered-acommon anetion-room 
for a moment, and aecidentallj stumbled on the humiliating and 
reproachful sight of a sale of men and women by a fellow man. 
Not the sale, as till within a few years past might here have been the 
case, of newly imported csptivea from Africa, but of natives of 
Eio, thus passing under the hammer from owner to owner like 
any article of merchandise. They were eight or ten in number of 
both aeses, varying in age from boybood and girlhood to years of 
matunty and middle life. They stood meekly and submissively, 
though evidently anxious and sad, under the interrogations and 
examinations of the bidders, and a rehearsal and laudation by tlie 
auctioneer of their different available working qualities and dis- 
positions their health, strength and power of endurance. All, 
in then turn were made to mount an elevated platform, to display 
their limbs almost to nakedness, and exhibit their muscular powers 
by various gymnastics, like a horse his movements and action, 
before the bidders at Tattersall's. 

They were rapidly knocked down at prices varyuig &om two 
hundred to a thousand and more milreia : that is, from one to five 
hundred and more dolhu;s. As we turned away, the indignation 
of one of our party found vent in the exclamation : " Such a 
spectacle is a disgrace to human nature. It mates one siok at 
heart, and ready to fear that in the retributive justice of the 
Almighty the time may come, when the blacks here will put up 
the whites for sale iu the same manner 1 " And why not ? Why 
should the blood boil at the mere suggestion of the thought in 
the one case, and yet flow coolly and tranquilly on, in view of the 

Happily Brazil has been aroused, through the influence of 
her Emperor and the wisest of her statesmen and legislators, to 
earnestness iu that suppression of the traffic in slaves to wiiich she 
has so long stood pledged by treaty. It ia no longer in name 
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only that the trade is a piracy. The landiDg of a cargo any 
■where ia the Empire subjects it to forfeiture. A high premimn 
is given to an informer ia a case of smuggHng of the kind, and. 
the law cuts off ail recovery of paymeat for the proceeds of a 
sale that may have been effected. The consecmenoe is, that the 
millionnairea of Rio, whose coffers have been filled to repletion 
with the price of blood, finding the government in earnest in the 
execution of the laws, are forsaking their gilded palaces here- 
some of them among the most lusnrious and ornate residences of 
the city — for homes where they may pursue their nefarious busi- 
ness with less reproach to reputation, and less liability to the pen- 
alty of the laws. It is said that there are residents here, entitled 
by birth and citizeoship to stand beneath the protecting folds of 
the stripes and stars of our country, who till now have been 
active agents in, and have shared largely in the emoluments of 
this wicked outrage on the rights of man. 

Becmiher lOiA.— The 2d inst. was the Emperor's birth-day, a 
ohief gala among the anniversaries of Eio. His Majesty then 
completed his twenty-fifth year. The day was fine, and the cele- 
bration consisted of a grand military procession of reguhir troops 
and national guards through the palace square; a Te Deum in 
the imperial chapel, at which the Emperor and Empress assisted, 
as the phraseology is ; a review of the troops by their Majesties 
from a balcony of the palace ; a levee for hand-kissing after- 
wards, for such as are entitled to the entree ; and at night a visit 
of the Court in state, to the opera. The whole accompanied by 
the firing, morning, noon and night, afloat and on shore, of 
unnumbered eaniLon. 

I was in Captain Mcintosh's party in going on shore. lie 
has a horror of crowds, which to me afford some of the best oppor- 
tunities of judging of the character of a people, and after seeing 
him comfortably seated in a balcony commanding the square, 
Lieut. T and I sallied forth "among the horses," as he ex- 
pressed it, to bo in closer proximity to the populace. 

The Brazilians are manifestly an orderly, civil, good-natured. 
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timid, and temperate people; contrasting favorably in their man- 
ners, language, indulgences and general deportment, on similar occa- 
sioBB, witk the mafisea in large cities, in tbe United States. I saw 
nothing rude or coarse ia any one, nothing offensive or insulting : 
DO profanity, no intoxication, no quarelling, no cail for the inter- 
ference of the police. 

In the course of the morning, amODg various other experiences, 
we elbowed his Majesty and the niinistera of the household, the 
metropolitan and his chapter of the priesthood, and the great 
officers of state in the Im.perial chapel ; scrutinized the Empress 
and her ladies in their tribune ; listened to the effective music of 
the Te Deum, performod by the chief singers of the opera com- 
pany; witnessed the return of the court in procession from the 
ehapel to the throne room ; and gained a point of observation for 
the review, so near Don Pedro and Dona Theresa as to have been 
able readily to have carried on a conversation with them, had it 
been according to rule. 

The regular army of Br^il consists of some twenty thousand 
troops. Yery few of these are at present here. The great mass 
f th 1 But} present occasion, amounting to some 

fi th d w f n nicipal guai'ds, corresponding to the 

lunt mpan f M" w York. They were in neat and 

hand m un f n. are w 11 appointed, and well drilled; but are 
small and 1 ght m fi w thoat an appeai-ance of much phys- 

ical foice, and most motley m complexion and the mixture of blood. 
An abundant supply of fine banl'i was m attendance "Negroes 
and mulattoes piedommated m these testifying to the gitt of 
musical tiste in the lace here as with us in the United fcit<i,tes 

There was a partial illummation in the evening but to no 
stiiking efii.ct except m the streets leadmg trom the palace to the 
operihoube The progress of the court m state thr ugh these 
was a hhowj epect.Kle f he glaiin^, iambeaux of livened oat 
nders preceding jnd fliukmg the open cdriiages themselves 
brilliajitly lighted and the lUttmmatei houses exhibited the 
dum nds of the Jn^i anl her attend nti t ^ e<it dianfi^ 
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The left Iireast of the Emperor's coat, too, flashed with the 
brilliants of the many orders with which it was decorated. The 
vivas of the multitudes were tolerably loyal, and the spirited 
Btrajns of the national air, oaught, aa the cortege approached, 
from band to baud, stationed at various points oh the route, quite 
Bpirit-etirring. The music of this air ia a composition, of Doh 
Pedro I., who was a master in the science. It is one of the most 
animated, spirit-moving national airs I know — equal almost in 
this respect to the Marseillaise. The words of the anthem to 
which it is set are said to be also from the pen of his late Majesty ; 
and, in the native language, are scarce less incitive than the tune, 
to emotions of patriotism and valor — 

la podeia, filfioa da patcia, 

Ver ooiitciito a miii gentil, 
Ik rniou a liberdade, 

No horizontB do Brazil. 
Bravageiite Braailiera 

LongB vM temor servil ! 
Oh ficar o pitria Evre, 

On moniur pelo BriziL 

I eould not 'bo otherwi'^e than, amused hj tu incident, char- 
acteristic of the too widely spiead spnit of ray countrymen, 
which came under my observation ju'it aftei leaching the shore. 
The conrt were alighting at the palace, on thetr arrival in state 
from San Christovao : the turn-out, in equipages and their appoint- 
ments, the same as described at the prorogation of the legislature 
in September. The hurried rush across the Brjuare of the mounted 
guard in advance , the flourish of trumpets and striking up of the 
bands, the glitter ot postillions and coichmeu m livery, stiff with 
lacings of fcilver , the tossmga of the plumed heads of the long 
Imes of richly capansoned horses, and the ceremonies of the 
vestibule in the salutations and Iiissing of hinds at alighting, 
weie juat ocouirmg a? a rough ".peoimen of fur compatriots, in 
tLt Lhj,iactei i"t a ^ itniiS ^ra(ij.txin haj}.rni_d by. Ho stood 
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near me for a moment gaaii^ at tlie pageant, evidently with less 
of admiration than of contempt, and, as he passed on with, a 
significant " Ilumpli 1 " I heard him add ia half soliloquy — " I tell 
you what, there is a little too much nonsense here ; it ia time 
this people were annexed I " 

To-day the weather has teen wet and stormy. Notwith- 
standing, a Brazilian naval of&cer came on board the Congress 
before breakfast, to say that the Emperor would be afloat in an 
escursion on the bay. It is customary on such occasions for the 
national vessels in the harbor to fire a royal saluto. That 
they may bo in readiness for this, on the appearanee of the im- 
perial standai-d, the official notice mentioned is given. .The 
Erazilian men-of-war man tbeir yards also, and nine cheers are 
given for their sovereign as he passes. At 11 o'clock the fii'ing 
was commenced hy the Brazilian flag-ship; and, on going on deck 
I found myself surrounded by a blane from gnus on every quarter. 
At the same time, a procession of 6tat« barges was seen moving 
from the naval arsenal near the convent of San Bento, to a steamer 
not far from us. The barge of Ms Majesty, of white and green, 
was magnificently gilded, and furnished with a standing canopy 
of green and gold over the stern sheets, surmounted by the im- 
perial crown. A naval officer in epaulets and chapeau acted aa 
coxswain, the boat being handsomely pulled by twenty-four fine- 
looking oarsmen in a uniform of white. The object of the excur- 
sion was a visit in the steamer to a foundry and steam-engine 
manufactory at Praya Grande, on the opposite side of the bay; 
where, in proof of the rapid advancement of the empire in 
scientific works and national power, native talent and enterprise 
is successfully competing with foreign skill, in the construction and 
equipment of men-of-war and other steamers. 
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December I'Atk. — On the momiBg of the 17tli inst. I was called 
to officiate at a marriage on shore. The ceremony took place at 
the American Coneulate, where a dijevMer a la fourchette was 
given to the paitj by Gov. and Mrs. Kent. The gi-oom, a native 
Brazilian, a young physician, had attended a course of medical 
and surgical lectures in New York He became there a member 
of the Protestant Episcopal church ; and was altogether so much 
interested in our institutions, as to file, in the proper office, an 
intention of heeoming a naturalized citizen of the United States. 



e circumstances led him to dosire a 



Tiiage ceremonyii 



Protestant form, under the American flag, though, the bride being 
a Romanist, they had already been united by the iites of her 
church. 

While on shore on this occasion, I came neai being a spec- 
tator, accidentally, of a mure luteiestmg scene of the hjnd. In 
passing the foundling ho&pital, which fronts an open, irregular 
space not far from the ordmaiy landing, beneath Caitle Hill, I 
perceived the grated windows of the second and third stories to 
be filled with females of different ages, from childhood to maturitj', 
in holiday dress, evidently awaiting the oeoupancy and departure 
of a coupio of private carriages, drawn up before the principal 
entrance. Stepping into tlie open vestibule of the building—in 
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one cornet of wtich is tlie rods, or turning-liox, for the deposit of 
the infants clandestinely left — I rigttly eonjectm-ed from tlio 
white gloYcs, waistcoats, and hreast-kuots of two or three young 
men present, that the occasion was one of marriage, and learned 
that the ceremony had just taken place in the chapel of the 
hospital. This, which opened from the vestihule, was, however, 
now empty. An aged female of dignified appearance, in a 
monastic dress of white, waa waiting back and forth in » small 
corridor behind a grated door. She appeared to be waiting to 
unlock this. Almost immediately the bride and groom, in the 
significant garlj of the newly wedded, were seen to approach from 
the interior. They were both quite young. An elderly lady, 
evidently of distinction, attired in purple velvet with a display 
of rich laces, jewelry and ostrich plumes, accompanied them, and 
was herself followed by a dignified and well-dressed gentleman, 
who appeared to be her husband. A crowd of the inmates of 
the institution quickly filled the entire corridor behind. The 
bride waa in tears, as she hurriedly gave a farewell embrace to 
one and another of the yonthfal companions crowding around her, 
and, on coming to the aged female at the door, dropped on her 
knees, and covered her hands with kisses and tears. The groom 
hurried her from this scene to the first carriage, and drove off 
rapidly, followed by the second containing the fine folks, probably 
the god -mother and god-father, or the patron and patroness of the 
bride. The whole explained to me a usage, in connection with t! ' 
establishment, of which I had h d A Ih m t is 
orphan asylum is an appendag of Ih f un U U|, h p t 1 n a 
of its ^ves being selected f m th nmat of th latt 
addition to the nurture and d at n f the jl n is 

taken to provide for their settl meot m lif w th th ) f % n nt 
of a marriage portion, varying fi m on t tw huu Ir d d Ua s. 
That an opportunity may be afforded for young men of respectable 
character to make choice of a wife from the inmates, the establish- 
ment is open to visitors one day in every year — that of the anni- 
versary of St. 'EliKiibeth, the patroness of the asylum. Before a 
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union is sanctioned, however, satisfactory testimoniak of good 
character in the applicant for marriage must be furnished, and 
gaaranties of ability to support a wife be given. Such was the 
origin of the marriage which had just taken place. Tho dress 
and lady-like bearing of tlie bride, the respectable appeai-anee and 
manners of the groom, the rich attire, equipages, and evident 
position in life of tliose under whose patronage they appeared, all 
indicated, in this case, something in her lot above the destiny 
of common orphanage. 

While the establishment of a home for the friendless young 
is one of the moat self-commending of charities, the philanthropy 
which provides an asylum for the secret reception of foundlings 
is no longer qnestionable, in the judgment of the wisely benevo- 
lent and truly good It 13 but to foster vicoj ind to encourage 
the unnj,tura! j,ud dfpiwed m the abandonment of their offspring. 
This is well known here, and readily admitted to be the effect. 
The numbei yearly left m the loda, or turning-bos, of this 
hospitj "rniounts, I un told by those best mfor ned, to five and 
six hundied — whiti,, black and mongrel of every degree. More 
than halt of these soon perish from diseases setted upon them 
before being abandoned , from the impossibility of securing 
natural nourishment for tho feeble , and from the various His to 
which early infancy under the most favored auspices is subject. 

December 20th. — One source of agreeable excitement with 
us, ia the daily anticipation and frequent arrival of sailing vessels 
and steamers, governmental and mereantile, from the United 
States and various parts of the world. The number of vessels 
entering the port of Kio annually, besides those engaged in the 
coasting trade, which are very numerous, averages about eight 
hundred : importing cargoes to the amount of some two hundred 
thousand tons. Of course, scarcely a day. passes without the 
entry of two or three foreign vessels In the regular trade, 
besides such as merely touch for repairs or refreshment. 

It is a remarkable fact — especially in view of tho achievements 
in navigation, of tlie Portuguese of old, and the boldness and 
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enterprise with, which for centuries they sustained their part in 
the coinmeree of the world — that their descendants here should 
have yielded that of the empire, which ia foreign, entirely to the 
vessels of otter nations. It is estremely rare for a, Brazilian ship 
to cross the Atlantic, or double Cape Horn, or the Cape of Good 
Hope ; and I learn, from Gov. Kent, that not a single vessel of the 
country haB, cleared for tlie United States, since he has been consul 
here. Their trading vessels, though small, are generally well 
huilt, strong, and well modelled ; and are navigated with care and 
safety along the extended coasts of the continent, from the Plata 
to tlie Amazon. But, as the consul remarks, " the native naviga- 
tors seem afrdd to compete on tjie high seas, with the vessels of 
this age of hurry and locomotion — with the reckless driving of 
the ' Flying Cbuds ' and ' White Squalls,' the ' Sea Witches,' 
and other wild birds of the ocean, and yield, without a struggle, 
the enterprises in foreign commerce to the hardy northmea — the 
unwearied and ever-present Yankee, and the pushing and exacting 
Englishman." The truth is, as he adds, the Braailiau is not by 
nature a trader or experimenter. He thinks it sufEeient for him 
to raise coffee and get it to a market : he lacks the energy, the indus- 
try — the earnest, long- continued, unwearied effort which leads one 
willingly to sacrifice present ease, comfort, and quiet, to the pros- 
pect of future gain, and which makes the successful merchant, " Go 
ahead," "strive," " straggle," " compete" — are words not belong- 
ing to hia vocabulary. He shrugs his shoulders at the very mention 

f th m — t tempt, but in despair ; and prefers sitting in 

h y h 1 lling out of the window, to the tussle of life 

mm w th f which the very thought would throw him 

int p -^ t "Let the negroes work," is his motto; "and 

1 t wh t th y t do remain undone." The Yankee character, 

as h b t d 1 w thin the year or two past, in the rush by of 
the thousands of emigrants on their way to California, struck the 
people with astonishment. They were looked upon as most reck- 
less and daring adventurers, who, born in snow-drifts and cradled 

in ice, had a hardihood and enterprise it was in vain to attcm))t 
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to rival. But I am forgetliDg tlic siitject with wMuIi I com- 
menced. 

The telegraphic station on Caatle'Hill, to and from which the 
B.ppearaaoe of all sail in the offing ia reported, is in fifll view from 
our mooringB. The quarter-masters of the Congress are furnished 
with erplanations of the various flags used, and the combinations 
bj wliifth the nation, character, and position of the sail in sight 
are made known. Few moiaenta of the day pass without a turn 
of tlic glass in that direction. The distinguishing flag for an 
American TCssel is a long, pointed pennant of white and deep 
blue in closely-arranged perpendicular stripes, giving to it the 
appeai-ance, as it flutters in the wind, of being ring-streaked. With 
a Yankee fondness for sobriquets haying a political or national 
import, Jack has dubbed this pennant " the coon's tailj" from a 
fancied resemblance to the well-known emblem of the party of 
which the great statesman of Kentucky was so long an illustrious 
leader ; and, " the coon's tail is up I " or " there goes the coon's 
tail I " is the regulai announcement of an American ship in the 

Among uncounted merchant vessels which have thus been 
reported since our return from the Plata, there have also been 
the frigate Earitan, storeship Relief, and sloops-of-war Saratoga 
and St. Mary of the navy. The St. Mary was especially wel- 
come from the number of officers attached to her, closely associ- 
ated in friendship with several on board the Congress. Captain 
Magruder, her commander, is of this number; and is juatiy held 
in high estimation. The intercourse on his part with our ship 
has been most intimate. After an interchange of civilities by 
Tarious parties on board both vessels, Captain Mcintosh and I 
took dinner informally with him to-day, with the purpose of a 
drive afterwards to the Botanic Gardens, These lie sis or eight 
miles south-west from the city, on the sea-shore, beneath the range 
of mountains, of which the" Corcovado and the Gavia are such 
conspicuous points. Foi' three miles the way is the same described 
iu a visit to Botafogo. Tiie remainder does not dift'er materially 
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fr m 't X apt that the suburbs of the plaoe change graclually, 
by til fj eater distances intervening between tbe villas and 

nt J h uses wbioh adorn the sides of the road, into a thinlj- 
up 1 and open country. At the distance of five miles, the 
nt al I tweea the mountains and the sea is taken up chiefly by 
a lak Lgoon caDed Rodrigo de Freitas, A short drive hence 
over a sandy plain brought us to the gates of the garden. This 
waa originally a pleasure-ground of the royal family in the time 
of John VI., and was appropriated by him to its present use, 
on the accidental arrival in 1809 of various eases of exotics from 
the Isle of France, in a vessel which brought to Bio a company 
of Portuguese prisoners. The collection was afterwards augmented, 
at the order of the king, by additions from Cayenne, then under 
his rule; and eventually by the importation, of the tea-plant from 
China, with a company of Chinese laborers skilled in its cultiva- 
tion and in the preparation of the leaf for use. The attempt proved 
a failure ; not so much from a want of adaptation in the soil and 
climate, or from the quality of the tea produced, as from the 
expense above the cost of the imported article. Both here, and 
at Santa Cruz — an imperial estate fifty miles west of Eio, where 
also a plantation waa formed — the culture has been abandoned ; a 
few plats of stunted, mildewed, and neglected bushes only are 
left as a botanical curiosity. 

The gardens cover some fifty acres of ground — an alluvial 
flat of rich soil, and constitute a nursery from which plants of the 
cinnamon, nutmeg, clove, camphor, allspice, and tea, originally in- 
troduced here, have been widely dispersed through the empire. 
Specimens of all these were examined by us. 

The cinnamon and camphor trees are of the laurel family — 
the laiems dnnamonum and laurus campkora ; — the nutmeg, 
clove, and allspice, of the myrtle. The cinnamon grows to a 
height of fifteen cr twenty feet. The stem and branches are 
of a light green; the leaves, of the shape of the laurel, are also 
light green, and are pliant and tender. When they first bud forth 
they are of a light red, and gradually become green as (.hoy 
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advance in growth. The hlossoraa are white. There is no pei> 
ceptible fragrance, either in the stem or leaf, till bruised or broken, 
hut both when bitten have the cinnamon flavor. The clove is the 
flower-bud of the caryophyllus aromaUous. The tree was in 
blossom and the bud very strong in its peculiar taste. Specimens 
of all these in branch, blossom, and fruit, were readily furnished 
by a negro in. attendance, who expected a trifling gratuity in 

Long avenues of the Sumatra nut — vemicia montana — fur- 
nish abuodant shade, and yield great quantities of mits. The 
mulberry tree is also introduced for the purpose of shada The 
bread-fruit — miocarpus incisa — so familiar to me in the South 
Seas, was also conspicuous in the beauty of its strongly-marked, 
shining, and digitated foliage, and its ponderous fruit of light 
green. 

The whole garden, though a national property, for the good 
keeping of which an annual appropriatioa is made by the imperial 
legislature, appeared in a Eeglected state. There is nothing 
strikingly tasteful or ai-tistic in the arrangement or ombellish- 
ment of the ground. At the western end, a mountain stream 
comes brawling down a rocky channel, and on reaching the 
level, meanders lazily eastward, between banks beautifully fringed 
with bamboo, and overhung by the dense foliage of loftier growth. 
Where this mountain sti-eam enters, there is an attempt, on 
a small scale, at landscape gardening. A little basin of water 
with projecting points, and aa islet or two, overhung by willows, 
represents a miniature lake ; and near by, on an artificial and 
terraced mound, is a chapel-like summer house, formed of the 
flat cedar or arbor vita, so planted and so trained as to be per- 
fectly architectural in its outline, and to appear to be an old ruin 
overrun with living green. That, however, which more than any 
other ornamental feature of the place attracted our notice, was an 
avenue of royal palms, a quarter of a mile and more in length, 
leading in a straight line from tho principal gate, and crossed at 
right angles, midwiiy uf tho distance, by another correiipondiiig 
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with it. Tlio trees are at perfectly regular distances from each 
other; aro all f oue size and either by nituie or by artificial 
training, rise trom unifDimlj shaped swelling bases, into peipen 
dicular shafts, foity or fifty teet in height The silver gray 
trunks, marked m then whole length by imgg, showing the 
growth of each yi,ai, teimiuatt, m plumed capitals of true Ctrm 
thian magnificence. The efleut of the perspective la very beauti- 
ful : strikingly lite that which we would imagine a colonnade of 
ec[ual length in Egyptian or Asiatic architecture to be. 

As a botanical garden, the place is unworthy the name, and 
useless as such to the cause of science. The realization of one 
here, such as John VI. projected, would be exceedingly interest- 
ing and important. There is no empire in the world in which a 
botanical garden on a magnificent scale could be more readily 
oatablished, or whose native vegetable kingdom is so rich, and so 
full nf novelties to the scientific world 

■\^ h w I ft tl ty tl w th was g fi t th 
t i h 1 d I It d b mg 1 th 1 ght 

dhd ih yjft Bt w w 

it t h 1 Th f d f w gi 

t It t 1 th g d n d Im t w tb t w 

1 t { m nsh g d w t [ j b th t 

fldf p tbibltss hgdwtht 

tf whhw p dp wti It fy 

lui g th t 1 b k t th ty N tw th ta 1 g th 
ddid mft dtt hhw tly wl 

mdwthjybythppi g 1 d tnsf t 

Tied health. Previous to the epidemic of the last ycjr, they weie 
almost as regular in their return as the afternoon itaelfc But 
during the pestilence they intermitted almost entirely. The reg- 
ularity of the sea breeze also was greatly interrupted ; and light- 
ning and thunder for the most part ceased. Belieying that these 
meteorological changes were connected in some way with the in- 
fection existing in the atmosphere, a return of the showers of old 
is regarded as an indication of the accustomed salubrity of the air. 
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r 27(A. — The little cliapel of Santa Lucia fronts the 
bay at tlie southern end of the promenade beneath Castle HtU. 
TKis saint is a kind of deputj-patroness of seafaring men, under 
Our Lady of G-ood Voyages, whose shrine crowns so conspicuously 
the little islet of BoiiTiagein. In my usual walk two or three eyea- 
iags ago, I accidentally fell upon an anniversary f&te here ; the 
birthday of her saintship. The chapel is the parish church of the 
neighborhood, and I could scaroely have believed, without the ocu- 
lar proof, that within hearing of the hum of the busy metropolis 
a gathering of people so entirely rustic and village-like, could 
have been brought together. Great preparation for the celebra- 
tion had been made. Long avenues of joang palm-trees, twenty 
or thirty feet in height, and from which briOiant lamps were sus- 
pended, were planted beside the road along the water ; alternating 
with these, were lofty flag-staffe, from which varied colored ban- 
ners and streamers floated in the breeze. Frameworks with com- 
plicated pyrotechnio preparations were placed thickly aroand, aa 
in the parks and squares of New Tort on the Foai'th of July. 
Indeed, the whole aspect of things — the crowds of people in holi- 
day dress, the many venders of refreshments in fruit and confec- 
tionery, cakes, orangeade and orgeat, the tali and the laugh, and 
the general hilarity — was that of a general muster, or other simi- 
lar holiday, in the United States. The little chapel was in a 
flutter of flags and gay hangings without, and within, gaudy in 
the profusion of gilt paper and tinsel, and coarse artificial flowers. 
It was, too, one blaze of light from a pyramid of was candles on 
the high altar. 

An animated sale of engravings of Santa Lucia was going 
on. These were in different degrees of artistic execution, and on 
various qualities of paper to suit the taste and finances of the 
purchasers. Men, women, and children, blaok and white, master 
and mistress, freeman and slave, crowded with equal earnestness 
aroand the priest, seated behind a counter for the sale, all seem- 
ing alike delighted to secure the consecrated likeness, as, deposit- 
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ing their money, one after another were scrVt!(L.witli it, and then 
struggled baok through the throng. 

A service of music took place at eight o'clock ; and as thia 
hour approached, the little church became crowded to suffocation. 
The females were admitted to a portion of the nave, nearest the 
chancel, separated from the rest of the area by a rail They sat 
in full dress on the carpeted paTement, as closely (.lowded as pos- 
eible, while the men outside of this separating line stood as 
thickly packed. The music, both instrumental and ■vocal, was 
that of a regular opera, and delightfully pcifoimed The festiy- 
itiea continued till midnight: and, as wc leturned by boat to the 
ship at a later hour than usual, rockets, in constant succession 
were seen rushing to the sky, and bursting in glittering corusca- 
tions of colored lights; balls of fire were flying through the air; 
Chinese crackers every where exploding; and fiery serpents hiss- 
ing along the ground. But there was no intoxication, no quai-- 
relling, no rudeness ; in their stead, general civility, decorum, 
and hght-heartedness. 

On Christmas eve, I visited the cathedral on the Palace 
Square, and the church of San Francisco de Paulo in the square 
of the RoBcio. The former was first open. It was of course 
richly ornamented with tapestries of brocade and velvet, and 
hangings of cloth of silver and gold, and was brilliantly illumi- 
nated with wax lights, amid a profusion of artificial flowers. The 
chancel waB filled with the dignitaries of the church, in ati'iking 
costumes of scarlet and purple silk, with any quantity of the rich- 
est lace in the form of capes and togas. The Bishop, wearing a 
mitre studded with jewels of immense siae, and holding a massive 
^Ided crosier, was seated on his throne on one side of the high 
altar : presenting, with the encircling groups of Dean and Chap- 
ter and officiating priests, a scene of hierarchical stateliness and 
splendor, befitting tlie palmiest days of papal supremacy. The 
music here is always of the first order : it was on this occasion, 
as usual, altogether operatic in style and execution. 

The church of St. Prancis is much more spacious than this 
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of the Oarmei£tej.-'The interior is nubroken by galleries or col- 
oaiiadea^.?,-.id <m eoup-d'teil, on entering, wa,a now brilliant and 
effective. A ball-room for a civic fSte could not have been deco- 
rated with more taste and richness, or with greater regard to 
effect on the eye. Lines of cl'osely-aiTanged lights marked the 
general architecture of the whole interior; while, midway be- 
tween the pavement and loftily- arched ceilings, beautiful clus- 
ters in brackets, gave a dazzUng brilliancy to the walls. The 
display upon and above the high altar was magnificent. The 
music was fine ; and the throng greater than at the cathedral, 
more mixed in its character, and full of levity. A third of the 
nave was appropi-iated esclusively to females. The various per- 
sonal atti'aotions and deportment of these, seated closely together 
in full evening dress, seemed chiefly to occupy the attention of 
the men ; while innuendo, badinage, and loose remarks upon thera 
were freely passed in whispers by one and another. The place 
seemed little like one of devotion, and any other than a house of 
Gfod. 

January Uh.—'Wa are once more at sea. The weather for 
the last few days, though magnificent in clearness aad brilliancy, 
has been too excessively hot for ua to remain longer with comfort 
at Eio. A rumor, too, of the reappearance of the epidemic of the 
last year, was becoming prevalent, and the region of the Plata 
was deemed in every respect most desirable for the ship. At 
this season of the year, light winds and calms are characteristic 
of the weather at sea, in the latitudes between Eio de Janeiro and 
the Eio La Plata : it is probable, therefore, that our passage of 
ten days or a fortnight thither, will be destitute of any thing 
worthy of record. 

The cordiality which I mentioned as existing between the offi- 
cers of the Congress and those of the British flag-ship, Southamp- 
ton, continued to the last. A banquet, surpassing in its appoint- 
ments any thing npon so large a scale that 1 recollect to have wit- 
nessed on board ship, was given some time since by the officers 
of her gun-room to those of the Congress— embracing as guests, 
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the conimaBdera-in-eliief and captains of both vessels ; and night 
before last, Admii'al and Mrs. Eejnolda gave a farewell dinner to 
Commodore McKeever, Captain Mcintosh, and one or two others 
from our ship. It was Twelfth-night, the last of the Christmas 
holidays ; but it was in vain that I attempted to bring into exercise 
any associations of the season, in conueotion with my thoughts of 
home. While suffering here more than midsummer heat, it is 
difficult to reconcile even the imagina,tion to a picture of festivi- 
ties on the aime oecasicn, with the accompaniments of howling 
winds and diiftmg snows — a fiozen nver in front of you, and a 
leifless grove behind 

This faiewell entertainment was even more genial in its sym- 
pathies than any of those previously enjoyed. The company 
embriotd a numter of intelligent and spiritually-minded Ohris- 
ti im A -i,at between two of these fell to me, and I was most 
lirreeabl} and pioMably enteitamed It is ever a delight to me 
to find intelbgent piety openly professed and consistently main- 
t imed by a young of&eer, especially where an elevated position 
in sociil hfe, as well la the military profession, exposes the indi- 
vidual to pecubar temptations from the world. Such is the case 

with young W , and sneh that of his chosen companiouB. He 

lout me, a few days since, a memoir of a young friend, an offi- 
cer in the army, printed like that of your early companion, M — 

C , for private circulation only. Like hers, it is a portraiture 

from life of gifted and devoted youthful piety. Lieut, St. J , 

the subject of it, went to India on duty, in the war of Afghanistan. 
The cholera broke out in his regiment when on march there. 
Fearless of conse<iaence3, and trustful in faith and Christian hope, 
!i8 gave himself up at once to unremitted, personal attendance 
upon the sick and dying soldiers. Though but a youth of twenty- 
two, the parting breath of many of these was spent in blessings 
upon him, as a minister of consolation and spiritual grace to 
them, till seized at last himself, he was carried off at the end of 
six hours, with the triumphant exclamation on his lips, " All's 
well!" 
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MONTIVIDIO. 

January 30th, 1851. — Our passage "down," as tlie phrase is, 
was devoid of incident. We arrived on the nigtt of tlie 20tli 
inst., and are at anclior in the outer roadHtead. In October, I 
described the general aspect of the mount, the city, and the sur- 
rounding country from this ; and reminded you of the existence 
of a civil war, and tlie close siege of the city, for eight years 
past, by Oribo, a citizen of Montevideo, and formerly President of 
the Eepublie of which it is the capital. The right to this office, 
though onoe resigned and abandoned by him, he still claims ; and 
to enforce it, invaded the State with an army of Argentines, fur- 
nished by Eoaas, Governor of Buenos Ayres, and minister of 
foreign affairs for the Argentine States. With this he would 
have gained possession of the town long ago, had it not been for 
the armed intervention, in 1845, of England and France ; and the 
continued guardianship of the place by the latter, with a squad- 
ron, in the roadstead, and a body of fifteen hundred or two 
thousand troops on shore. 

The principal European powers, rejecting the pretensions of 
Oribc, acknowledge tte constituted authorities of the inside, or 
city party only, as the government of the Republic. The policy 
of the Uuited States being a strict neutrality. Commodore 
MoKccver pays a lil;e respect to both ; and, under an escort fur- 
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nislied by Oribe, has paid an official visit to him at his camp 
outside of the lines, as well as one to the President within, at the 
government house in the city. 

When here in October, an armistice had existed for some 
time, in connection with the negotiations then pending between 
the belligerent parties and Admiral Le Predour, commandev-in- 
chief of the Erenoh force. We had not heard of its termmatioa : 
but a movement of the troops on shore at daylight, the morning 
after our arrival, attracted the notice of those on hoard on watch, 
and led to the supposition that an engagement was about to take 

place, A messenger from my ever mindful friend R , the 

officer of the deck at the time, summoned me to witness it ; and 
for an hour, with other officers of the ship I gaaed through a glass 
npon what seemed a spirited conflict between the outnide and 
inside forces. We learned afterwai Is howeier that it was only 
a sham battle between different paities ot the Fienoh troops 
and the Montevidean soldiery crmjosed of a f re gi legion of 
Basques and Italians, and a natue regiment of negroes. So fiu 
as the effect upon the eye, and unier ur misappiehension upon 
the heart was concerned, theie wi=" m th m osu f th 

battle field — the rapid charge the r a f ann n th h p 
rattle of musketry, and the flymg thio gh th a and th bur 
ing of shells — much of the reality of an a t 1 m t 

Poor Montevideo, for nearly a half ntu y p t h b 
singularly ill-fated, even for a South Ai ty Th g ater 

part of that period, it has beea the victim of calamitous i 
either foreign or civil. In 1807, while yet a colonial d 
of Spain, it was besieged, bombarded, and carried by storm by 
the English, nnder Sir Samuel Achmuty. After the inglorious 
defeat of Gen. Whithead at Buenos Ayres in 1808, and the 
consequent expulsion of- the British from the Plata, as a colonial 
city faithfnl to the crown of Spain it was besieged from 1810 
to 1814, and eventually made to capitulate to the troops of the 
then revolted and republican province of Buenos Ayres. Shortly 
afterwards, the republican forces being withdrawn, it fell into the 
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haada of the bandit Artigaa, a native chieftain, so lawless and 
marauding iu Ma rub at homo, and iu his depredations on the 
adjoining frontiers of Brazil, aa to give just cause for invasion by 
the Portuguese of ttat kingdom, who gained possession of the 
citj in 1S17. 

TLia ocoupatioB of the place led to a warfare of more than 
ten years, hetweeu the royalists of Brazil, and the republicaos of 
Buenos Ayres, the chief disasters of which centred in Monte- 
video ; till, in 1829, through the intervention of England, a peace 
was effected, hy the withdrawal, hy both parties, of all ciaun t^ 
the territory in diapute — known tbeu by the name of the Banda 
Oriental — on condition tliat it should constitute m independent 
Kepublic, to be called Uruguay, aftei- the great river which forms 
the western boundary between it and the Argentine States. 

From that period till the year 1 842, the territory enjoyed 
peace. Under a constitutional govei-nment, with a president, 
ministry, judiciary, and legislature of two houses, both city and 
country Lad great prosperity. The population of the city 
increased rapidly from fifteen to fifty thousand, and that of the 
state to two hundred and fifty thousand. The exports in a few 
years amounted to six millions of dollara, and the imports to five 
millions. Portunos were readily accumulated ; fine buildings in 
great numbers were . erected within the city ; and beautiful 
country houses, with tasteful and luxurious surroundings, spread 
over the environs without Poverty and want were unknown, and 
the evil days seemed entiiely past But the civil wai, mto whirh 
the republic was plunged by Oiibe soon produced a sad change 
The invading Aigentmes speedily devaatated the entiie comitiy, 
and by the wanton destrui,tion of vast heids of hor'^s and 
cattle — the chief sources of its wealth and commerce m hide&, 
jeiked beef, and tallow — and the plunder of their eatinoias or 
fwms paialyzed the enteipiise of the inhabitants, and foried 
them to emigi ite , while the close siege of the town, intercepting 
all supplies foj support and all me.ms of commerce, at oui,e 
sapped the sources of its prosperity, and drove the citizens hy tens 
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of thousands elsewhere for maiatenanoe and life. The result 
upon the wealth and population of the port may be readily 
imagined. I do not reoollect ever before to have heen so deeply 
impressed with the desolateness of any placo as on first landing 
here, and on taking a stroll through its streets, and the limited 
suburbs within the lines of defence. The mole, once alive with 
busy coramerea, was as deserted and silent as a churchyard; and 
esceptiog at Pompeii, I never wandered through streets which 
seemed to be more truly those of a oJty of the dead. 

This impression, however, I afterwards discovered to be in 
some degree deceptive, owing, partly, to the hour of the day ; 
that for the universal siesta. Scarcely an individual waa t« be 
seen anywhere. With screened windows and closed doors, the 
inhabitants, joung and old, rich and poor, were yielding them- 
selves to the insinuating influences of the dolco far niente, or to 
the moi-e oblivious indulgences of sound sleep. It is now mid- 
summer here ; the day waa hot, for this latitude, and every thing 
in a state of Spanish repose customary in such weather, after an 
early dinner. The dilapidation and decay on every side, the 
manifest poverty, and the seemingly utter desertion of dwelling 
after dwelling, through whole streets, were so saddening and 
oppresave, that, for the time, I felt that I would never wish to 
visit the shore again. As to the suburbs without the walls, ex- 
cavated Pompeii itself is scarcely more a region of ruin and 
desolation. 

An hour at the American consulate afterwards — where our 
party received the moat frank and hospitable welcome from Mr. 
and Mrs. Hamilton and family; an application there within 
fifteen minutes, for my of&cial services from a stranger in the 
marriage ceremony — showing that bad as the state of things in 
Montevideo is, the voice of the bride and of the bridegroom is 
still to be heard in her streets— with other assurances of a better 
state in general than I had been led to infer, changed in some 
degree the ourrent of my sympathies. Still, however deceptive 
the first impressions on landing may have been, there is too much 
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reality in tie wretchodneaa to wMcIi hundreda and thouaanda of 
the inhabitants are reduced, to allow them to he at onoe dia- 
peUed. 

The city is finely situated upon a peninsula of granite, which, 
in ita form, haa heen compared, not inaptly, to the shape of a 
tortoise's back : an area a half mile square deacending gradually 
on three sides, from a central height of a hundred feet or more, 
to the level of the surrounding water. This, though only a rivor, is 
seemingly a sea ; for, a hundred miles in width, it preaents a hori- 
zon on the south, as boundless as the ocean Like moat towns of 
Spanish origin, the stre t t gul w th p juare or 

plaza in the centre, on wh h t d th p i 1 ii li and the 
cabilda, or town hall an 1 p It w 11 b It M y of the 

private resideneea are aj d th p m p 1 p bl buildings, 

the cathedral, and an fihdhptl th mpoaing in 

their arohitecture. Fi m 1 g di th t 

places tufted with gras 1 th th p 
up and broken as to bo mp bl th wh 1 

One redeeming fact g 1 1 th g 

in the place, has very p t Uy p t d 

BOnally, in an invitat f m th t d g 
British Episcopal Ohui h t ffi if th m 
on the Sabbath. This I h 1 ly d 1 h U ontinue 

to do whenever the Ooi I 11 b tl PI ta. Th English 

government, with commendable interest for the spiritual good of 
t bj t b d k lib ral 1 VI d t 

dt fthmte fthniitydt dna 

whthymybltbfb fgld 

lu hdwth a hplm dwh Bthbjt 

bd tbtt flfthmttnfthGpl 
m g th m, th m m t, t p fi 1 lim t — f u hund d 
pounds is the maximum, I believe — ia allowed by act of parliament 
for the same object. 

Eight or ten years ago, Samuel Lafono, Esq., a principal 
English merchant here, and a chief capitalist and landed propri- 
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etor in the Uruguay, secuTed from, tie authorities the pravilego 
of erecting a chapel for Protestant worship. The site/ of an 
elevated circular bastion, overlooking the rocty ahoref*! of the 
river, on the south side of the town, was chosen for the wnrpose, 
and purchased bj him. Upon this, at a cost of forty-fivja or fifty 
tboTisaud dollars, he erected a fine edifice in Grecian arojjitecture. 
It is of brick, stuccoed, and painted in imitation of'Portlaaid 
stone, and is ornamented in the front by a well proportioned pedi- 
ment, supported by four lofty Doric colmnns, and aUogother ia 
one of the most conspicnons architectural ornaments of the city. 
The interior is spacious and lofty, the wood-wort— the pews, 
chancel-railing, the reading desk, pulpit, and organ-ldft — being of 
solid mahogany, and is capable of accommodating aJ aiidienoe of 
sevei-al hundreds. When completed, Mr. Lafone ir.ade an aneon- 
ditional gift of it to the British commnnzty residert here. These 
joined by the few Americans engaged in commerca, raised a fond 
sofficient, with tho governmental gratnity, for (he comfortable 
support of a rector. The Rev. Mr. Armstrang officiated for 
several years in that capacity, and till ill hoaltb obliged him and 
his family, not long since, to seek a different ci'.matc. The Eev. 
Mr. Lenhart of the Methodist Church, my pifdecessor as chap- 
1am of the American squadron on this station, was invited by the 
standing committee to occupy the pulpit thoii left vacant : and 
now, with equal ecclesiastic liberality, on the part of the com- 
mittee and church, I am invested with a li1is temporary rector- 
ship. 

It is customary to have but one service oi the Sabbath. This 
takes place at one o'clock, the earliest hour practicable for me to 
be on shore, after the discharge of my ofEiiial duties on toiird 
the Congress. 

The interruptions to commerce, and tie disasters attending 
the long siege, have reduced the Protestant residents of Monte- 
video comparatively to a mere handfnl, and the usual audience 
composed of Eaglisli, Scotch and American worshippers, male and 
female, numbers only from sixty to eighty persons. Still it is a 
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pTivilafce to minister in holy tilings, even to so small an assem- 
blage, with 'none to iiurt or make afraid' amidst a people once 
■wholly /Viven to superstition and bigotry, and to witness a depth 
of interWt and solemnity of doYotion oharacteristie of spiritual 
ChristiaJnity. I have already heen called to officiate at two 
laartiagfk and have twice administered the ordinance of baptism. 
Thus, thi^jgh a Presbyterian of the 'straightest sect,' I feel it not 
only a privilege and happiness, but a duty, under the circum- 
etances, to follow the prescribed ritual of the English prayer-book 
in worship, and — in surpUoe and bands — to pray statedly, not only 
" for all in authority," but speeifieally, for " tho most gracious 
Lady the Qiieen Tiotoria, His Eoyal Highness Prinoe Albert, 
Albert, Prince of Wales, and all the royal family." 
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February 21s^ — I am unozpoctedly ia Buenos Ayrea, haring 
accompanied Oomraodore McKcever ia an official visit to General 
Eosas, tte sagacious but unserupuloua despot of tlie Argeatine 
Confederation. 

The distance from Moatevideo is about a hundred miles due 
west. The interveniag navigation is rendered intricate by sand 
banks and shoals, and the general shallowness of the river ; and, 
for the last forty miles, i^ impracticable for a frigate. In making 
the trip, therefore, the broad pennant of the Congress was trans- 
ferred to the sloop-of-war St. Louis, on board which the commo- 
dore and his party became, for tho passage, the guests of her com- 
mander. Captain Cock. The TJ. S. Brig Bainbridge, Lieut. Man- 
ning, acoompaaied the flag. 

We left Montevideo on the evening of the 18th inst. The run 
is usually made ia a night, but the wind being light, tho ourreat 
strong, and the St. Louis not in sailing trim, we did aot reach the 
outer roadstead here till the morning of the 20th. The passage 
was pleasant. Though it is midsummer, the temperature is cool 
and bracing, with clear skies and a brilliant atmuaphere, remark- 
able for tho magnificence of its coloring along the horizon, at 
sunrise and sunset. There is, too, a full moon at present; and 
though tho river from mid-channel Ls often seemingly si 



by Google 



174 BRAZIL AJiJD LA I'LATA. 

and its waters of the TeritaHe mucl-puddle hue, the Boeae from 
the deck of the St. Louis, both by night and by day, was not 
without attractions : especially in the companionship of the Bain- 
Iridge. This is a beautiful little eraft; and was as buoyant and 
gracefal on the waters as a bird in the air, as with greatly 
reduced sail, to avoid passing us by her superior speed, she at 
times fell far behind, and then again, with newly spread wings, 
rushed forward closely in our wake. Various other sail were in 
sight, at greater or leas distances, some ascending and some de- 
scending the river, with no little display of nautical evolution, 
in making the best of their way. 

Early yesterday morning, Buenos Ayres was ia sight, at a 
distance of ten or twelve miles; gleaming showily in the sun, 
from the whiteness of the general architecture, and the number 
of its lofty and finely proportioned domes and church towers. It 
is situated on a bluff; which extends along the river a couple 
of miles, and rises at the highest point eighty or 3 hundred feet 
above its level. At the distance, however, from which we first saw 
the city, this formation of the shore was scarcely perceptible : it 
seemed to be resting, like Venice, upon the water, while a tufting 
of tree-tops, in long stretches on either side, showed the general 
flatness of the surrounding country. The river is here twenty- 
five miles wide, and its northern shores, equally low as the south- 
ern, are not ordinai'ily visible. But for the smoothnesa of the 
water, and its muddy hue, we might have thought ourselves still 
upon the open sea. 

A first surprise is the very great distanae from the city — five, 
six, and nine miles — at which vessels of moderate tonnage even, 
are obliged, in the midst of such an espanso of waters, to come 
to anchor. A long shoal stretohoa out thus far in front of the 
city, preventing nearer approach, except by vessels of light draught. 
When the water is high, such can cross the shoal, and, at other 
tiiaes, find a channel by a circuitous route to an inner roadstead, 
where there is anchorage for vessels of different draught, respective- 
ly, one, two, and three miles frojn the landing. In the outer road- 



by Google 



LANDING AT BUENOS AYRES. 



175 



stead, for a distance of miles, tall masts rose atove tlife waters 
like steeples on a populous plain, while quite a fleet of smaU 
vessels was lying tliree nniles within. The St. Louis came 
to, six miles or more from the city ; and, after an exchange of 
BE^lutes with the flag of Buenos Ayres, and those of France and 
Sardinia, borne by ships-of-war of these respectiye natioas near 
U8 we left her in a procession of small boats. 

' The formation of the shore in front of the city, tvnd for a 
considerable distance above and below it, is a flat tufa rock whieii 
extends irregularly, far out upon the sands. Its surface is fretted 
and broken, and, when the water is low, boats cannot approach 
the landing nearer than from a quarter to a half mile. At such 
times the intermediate distance is made in strongly-constructed, 
high- wheeled carts, drawn by two horses, one of which is mounted 
by a wild-looking postilion. These carta, like hacks at home, are 
in attendance in great numbers, for the transportation of passen- 
g d t ght f m th b t t th h d ft n present a 

f t f 1 1 y th w t b tw the drivers, 

milart th w t d th h f th brandish- 

mg fwhii dth fl I, t 1 Now York, 

tb. 1 t t m It m d w t b kigh wat«r, 



Iw w 



this ovel mode 



fdbkt 1th I f htm I'l character- 

t f th pi Om f w f d d h wever ; for 

kdhtfptt dim wth ther insignia 

f ffi aal mjlt j dg ty th w —himself of no 
diydm mhht td ty— w seen rising 

b th w t It w th t f D P d X the captain 

of the port, who had been deputized by hia imperious master to 
receive the commodore; and was patiently waiting in a cart, for 
out in the stream, tie approach of the barge. Mr. Graham of 
Ohio, the Amci-iean Consul, was also in attendance. The floor 
of the clumsy, high-aided Tchicle, was scarcely above the surface 
of the water, as we rowed ' handsomely ' alongside its open back, 

and stepping aboard, were transferred from the protecting shadow 
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of the liroad pennant, to that of Don Pedro's cocked hat. In 
this novel reception-room, the oeremoniea of an ofScial introduc- 
tion took place ; and we wore soon plunging and tumbling through 
the splashing watei's^— a wheel on either aide rolling, firat up and 
then down, over t])e rough tufa bottom— with an artistic lashing 
of whip and vociferation by the postilion, till, backed up, accord- 
ing to custom, in coal-cart style, we were dumped on an inclined, 
plane descending ten or twelve feet from the Alemeda, or public 
Vali in front of the city, to the water. 

A large crowd had gathered to witness the arrival — foreign 
merchants and native citizens, soldiers, sailors, porters, peons and 
boatmen. In the numbir, weio many m the demi-savage dress 
of gauchos — the peasants of the country, Thia is picturesque 
and showy ; and, with many other things which met the sight, 
gave promise of a more novel held for obaervatioii than we had 
yet lighted on. A glaring red coach, something of the dimension 
and style of those employed by hotels in New York, in conveying 
guests to and from the steamboats and railroad stations, was in 
waiting, by order of the government, and quickly conveyed the 
commodore to the Hotel de Proi ence, in aa adjoining street. 
Rooihs had been secured for ua thtie, and a hospitable welcome 
was eztended to the party, including Captain Cock, to the mess- 
tabie of a private club, consistmg of Mr. Harris of Virginia, 
American charge d'affaires to the Argentine Confederation ; Mr. 
Graham, American Consul, Count Fiolich, Swedish Consul-gen- 
eral; and two or three American gentlemen, connected here 
with the principal mercantile houses engaged in the South Amer- 
ican trade. 

Every thing in the general aspect of the city is Spanish : 
with the addition to the universal whitewash on al! that is atone 
of an equally universal display of red on all that is wood or iron. 
Thia color of blood has been for twenty years the prescribed 
signs of adhesion to the remarkable man who maintains here an 
undisputed reign of terror ; hence the red waistcoats, red hat- 
bands, red breast-knots, universally seen— the rod doors, red 
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■window-frames, rod iDaaes to the houees, red lamp-posts, red cai-ts, 
red railinga, and red fixtures oa every thing. 

The place is subject, at all seasons of the year, to oeeasional 
high winds of two or three days' continuance. Then the tumul- 
tuous seas which roll over the shallow bed of the river cut off all 
communication between the shipping and the shore; and the city 
and its suburbs are filled with driving dust. Weather of this 
character set in yesterday, shortly after wo landed, and has kept 
BS housed much of the time since, principally at the reading 
rooms of a olub, where we were introduced, and whero we found 
fil^ of the American and European papera, and the latest 
magazines. 

This evening, notwithstanding the wind, Mr. D of New 

York, one of the mess at the Provence, took me a drive iu his 
tilbury. Our route was westward, along the course of the river, 
in the direction of Palermo de San Eenito, the quinta, or country 
seat of Kosas. Policy — by such demonstration of courtly atten- 
tion to the supreme chief— as wc!I as pleasure, leads al! who drive 
or ride, to take that direction ; and as we descended from the 
heights of the town, through tho Alemeda fronting the river, to 
the road along its banks, the whirl of carriages and gigs, and the 
prancing and galloping of gay riders on horseback, was quite 
metropolitan. The speed of all was very much that of (jilpm — 
the females being mounted in the in-door costume of &hort 
dreases, bare arms, bare necks and bare heads : with the escep 
tion, in some cases, of the partial covering of a silk h indkerchief 
on the head, tied under the chin. I saw none in the hat and habit 
worn in England and America, though doubtleos in a city where 
foreign fashions are so extensively introduced, these have been 
adopted, to some extent at least, by the higher classes. 

On gaming the level of the beach, the road passes over a flat 
and marshy common, without any enclosure of fence or hedge on 
either aide. Here, by tie river's side on the right, was presented, 
for a mile and more, a striking speotaole, in hundreds after hun- 
dreds — ^I bad almost said thousands of negro 
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deseribable in tlieir oo^tumes-— scrubbing beating slapping rinsing, 
and bleaching ten thousand iitioles of clothing It is i natiiral 
laundiy to whiob the soiled linen of the whole oity is brought 
for Ueanaing The soft rock if the shrre? is hikd with holes 
&orae natuiil and others artificial which on OTorj flow ot tte 
tide, are filled with fiesh water The^e are converted into 
wash tubs, and, after being used are left to be emptied of the 
suds by the next flood, and to be lefiUed with cleau watoi bj iti 
ebb Each wa-herwomaa his her own little lestrroii of this 
kind, to which she gams the esclu&ive right, by the pijmeut ot d 
small fee to the govornnient. The wind was blowing a half gale, 
lashing the river into foam, and dashing tbo spray far on the 
shore ; while clouds of dust on the land were driven before it, 
like drifting snow in a winter's storm at home. When on onr 
way back the whole company, spread along the banks for a mile 
or more, were preparing to retura to the city ; and such a Babel, 
in the varied intonations and chatter, the laugh and the wrangle, 
the shout and the jeer, I scarcely recollect to have heard ; while the 
oddity of the packages and bundles, the trays and baskets, borne 
on their heads, the endless form and color of the rags and tatters 
they wore— their old hats and old shoes, presented a scene gro- 
tescLue beyond description. 

Another novel scene was vast numbers of the lofty, cumbrous, 
reed-sided and bide-roofed carts of the pampas, arranged in a 
kind of camp on either side of the road. They are "the ships 
of the desert " here, by which the whole produce of the inteiior, 
for hundreds of miles, is brought to the market, and by which 
the returns of forugn import aie earned to the irmotist 
diatiictsof the Confedeiation They constitute the only habi- 
tations and home& of then owners and their familiei beai 
with them all the household furmtuie and worldly goods of 
these , and, m addition, often have li'.hed to their tops oi under 
then axies the trunk and branches of a tree, for wood with 
which to pippare, wbeneier a halt la made the indispen&iblc 
niiti, or nitne tta Then wheels tro finm six to euht teet 
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in diameter, and tlieir covered topa rise fifteen feet from the 
ground. They ar& long and narrow, of most heavy and clumsy 
oonatmetion, with tongues of rongh-hewn timber, eaot in itsoif a 
load for a beast. They are drawn by oxen, attached by ropes of 
hide, in any number of pairs re<iuisit« for the draught. As means 
of transportation, they correspond weU in their massive clumsiness 
and ponderous weight with the elephant of India, or the burden- 
bearing camel of Egypt and Turkey : and as they move in long 
Imes over pampas of almost ualimitcd extent, form a feature not 
less stritmg, and not less in harmony with the surrounding scene, 
than the caravan in the deserts of Arabia, or the elephant on the 
plains of Bengal. 

February 24fA.— On Washington's birthday, the 22d inst., 
Mr. Harris, the American charge d'affaires, gave a banquet to 
Commodore MoKeever, and others of bis fellow countrymen, 
visitors and residents in the city. The evening of the same day 
had been appointed for the reception of tho commodore by " the 
govei-nor," as Eosas is here styled. A govcmment-houso, cover- 
ing the area of half a square, in the centre of the city, has recently 
been completed by the chieftain. It encloses quadrangle after 
quadrangle of spacious and elegantly furnished apartments, but is 
visited only occasionally by him for a few brief hours, at nnoertiun 
times. His chosen, and, indeed, only residence, properly ao 
cEuUed, is the palatial quinta, or country-house of Palermo de 
San Benito, situated in the midst of an extensive domain, on the 
banks of the Plata, three or four miles west of the city. I most 
readily accepted an invitation to be of the party, glad to aviul 
myself of the opportunity for a sight of the tiger in his den. 
Pardon the figure, but I have heard so much of his bloody ferocity 
in subduing the people to his abject rule, that no other will so 
well express my sense of his nature, and of the mysterious and 
guarded retirement of his present life : an unchained monster, 
in the security of a well-protected lair. The prospect of the 
interview revived in fresh force all I had ever heard and read 
of his atrocious deeds; and the anticipation of being in his 
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presence, was not with ut tlie superstitious feeling of being ex- 
posed by it to tlie liazird of the " evil eye." There was no oer- 
tainty, towevei notwithst indmg the appointment, that an interview 
with him woull take jlice He is so arbitrary and so capricious 
in his imperiou'* rule ai to pay little regai-d to the ordinary 
civilities of life tn \ makes not only his own ministers and people 
abide his wliims an 1 ple^smc but diplomatic agents and foreign 
ambassadors also are often obliged to dance attendance by tho 
hour in his ante looms witl t an audience, if such be his will. 
In the esercise ot this detp tio habit, however, one redeeming, 
and — socially, if not diplomatically — compensating indulgence 
is ever granted to such persons : the presence and smiles, the 
spirited conversati n nd (he winning grace and manner of his 
accomplished dau^htei the Dona Manuelita de Koaas. Of a re- 
eeptioa by her we were iuie 

We set off at a sufceicntly e irly hour to allow time for a view 
of the grounds of Palermo before nightfall ; and followed the 

same route I hid tilten witii Mr. D . At the distance of a 

mile from the city after having crossed the commoa along the 
beach, we entered a broad and straight macadamized avenue, 
scientifically constructed and in fine order. It ia enclosed on 
either side by a ntit iion railing, and is bordered with plantations 
of willow, and furnished with handsome lamp-posts and lamps for 
the night. It is a public road, constructed by Eosae : com- 
mencing at Palermo and to be extended to the city, and is still 
in progress. At the end of a mile and a half, a similai-, but 
more beautiftd. avenue branches from this, and forms the private 
entrance to the domain, leading directly in front of the palace-like 
domicil of the Dictator. It is a half mile in length, is lined with 
orange trees in addition to the willows; and, besides these, is 
separated from the public road which runs parallel with it, by a 
broad and deep canal of brick-work. This private road is formed 
of soa-aheU, and is as white and hard as so much marble. All 
dust is kept down by the sprinkling of water ; while the sward on 
either side, dipt with tho care of an English lawn, through the 
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same means is e^er in living freshness. The orange trees are 
nurtui-ed with great care, and are frequently washed with hi'ush 
and soap-suds, leaf by leaf, hy persona in charge of them. As 
we passed, numerous peons, in the gay and picturesque dress of 
the country, were seen engaged in this process on a kind of step 
ladder, by which access was had to every part of each tree. 
Equal care is taken of them in the winter seiison, by enclosing 
each m a temporary house, to guard agamst the effect of frost. 
A nearer approach brought us to a cantonment of soldiers, con- 
eistmg of a village of regularly disposed brick hnts, of uniform 
construction. A park of artillery was near by, and clustei^ 
of soldiers in scarlet ponchos and petticoat-like chir^as were 
grouped on every side. These multiplied In number to the very 
doors of the villa. 

The first impression, as we drove rapidly through this im- 
agery, was striking and peculiar : the picture, in its still life, was 
one of high civilization and princely expenditure not anticipated; 
but one, strongly marked in all that gave animation to it, with 
evidences of a demi-savage state. But for tiiese— the Indian-like 
tun he dai-k and wild countenances, and the savage knives 
s n t k ng in the belts of the soldiers and peons — one might 
aim tha e believed himself on the shores of the Zuyder Zee : 
d d s the level of the ground ; while the broad and deep 
anals of finished workmanship, the artificial lakelets, aquatic 
plant n 1 water-fowl, the gay parterres and embanked tei-races, 
p nt d imagery answering well to a scene in Holland. Every 
th nj, t was in straight lines ; roads, canals, plantations, and 
the \ ilia Itself. This is a parallelogram, having a rectangulai- 
pavilion projecting from each angle. It stands on one corner of 
two intersecting avenues, presenting a fagade of two hundred and 
sixty feet front and rear, by one of two hundred and fifty on 
either side. It is one story in height, and the architecture through- 
out uniform. A wide corridor, supported by heavy arches, runs 
aronnd the whole. All the apartments open by doors and French 
windows upon this, as well as upon a (juadrangular court within. 
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The roof la flat, aud is surrounded by an iron baluBtrade, ornamented 
at regular and sliort intervals by a kind of demi-turret, having the 
effect of a like number of chimneys, a purpose to which many of them 
are, in fact, appropriated. The preparations for the reception, in 
a guard of honor, to present arms as the commodore should alight, 
were not at the principal front, but at the farthest angle of the 
most western pavilion, on the garden front. We thus passed 
two sides of the structure before being set down. We were then 
conducted through a spacious salooa of state, to the corridor or 
arcade on the east end of the building; again through the length 
of this to the extreme eastern pavilion on the front, past which 
we had first driven — thus making the circuit of the entire estab- 
lishment, before being ushered into the private drawing-room of 
DoSa Manuelita. We found her standing here with two female 
companions in waiting, and were received with the cordiality and 
afiability of long acquaintance. 

This daughter of " the governor " is probably the most re- 
markable woman in South America ; certainly so, aa the imper- 
sonation of a govermnent, which she confessedly is, and the only 
visible agent of its influence and power. Rosas himself, in 
his official position, is a kind of invisible personage — never, on 
any occasion, or under any ciremn stances, making his appearance 
publicly. It is said there are thousands of people in Buenos 
Ayres who have never seen him. A sight of him may often 
be caught in bis grounds, superintending a gang of workmen, 
or perhaps witnessing the punishment, even to death, of a soldier, 
or some victim who is suffering, justly or unjustly, the penalty 
of the law or of his displeasure. He may be seen, too, at times, 
talking and jesting with the fishermen along the shore of the 
river on his domain, or driving Jehu-like, in the dead of the 
night, from Palermo to the city, or from the city to Palermo : it 
being his habit, from motives of policy, to make his appearance 
suddenly, at an hour, and under circumstances least to be ex- 
pected ; but never in public, in his appropriate place as chief 
iiijigistrate and head of the people. On all public 
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in all public places, Maauelita alone appears as his representa- 
tive ; and aa the cffibodiment of Lis wOI and the channel of his 
fovor, receives the homage of sovereignty. While she acts no 
Tinimportant part in the negotiations of diplomacy and in foreign 
affairs, she is, virtually, the minister both of the " Interior " and 
of " Jufliice " in the government, tempering with mercy, aa far as 
in her power, every act of oppression, and diffusing, in name at 
least, a semblance of benevolence wherever her influence reaches. 
Four hours of each morning are appropriated by her, to the 
receipt of petitions, the hearing of iadividual grievances and 
applications for redrew. For this object, a bureau with a regular 
set of secretaries is established, where records are made of all 
cases brought before her, for her own decision, or for the inter- 
vention of her infiaence with her father. As may be rightly 
inferred fi'om these facts, she is a woman of talent and judgment, 
and of infinite tact. Her age is thirty-five. She is of good 
height and fine figure, has regular and good features, black hair 
and eyes, with a beaming and benignant expression, and in com- 
plexion ia a Spanish brunette. Her manners are graceful and 
winning, her conversation animated and playful, with a word 
of complaisance and a smile of kindness to all who approach, and 
are around her. Though a polished and elegant woman, she affects 
flothing of the stately dignity and lofty bearing of some of the 
aristocratic and high-bred whom I have seen — but has the easy, 
self-possessed, frank and cordial air, often met in every-day soci- 
ety. She is said to be exceedingly popular, and to be sincerely 
beloved by the people ; as well she may be, if she does, indeed, 
exert the immense influence for good, which is reported of, and 
claimed by her friends for her, in softening, by acts of clemency 
and womanly mercy, the iron rule of her father. 

Scarlet, or the veritable blood-tint, is the prescribed color of 
the government, and the silent, though exacted pledge of alle- 
giance to the chief in power. Every man and boy under his 
rule, must don at all times the scarlet waistcoat, scarlet hat- 
band, and the scarlet breast-ribbon, stamped with the motto of 
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deatli to his political opponents. Women and girls, also, of 
ei-ery rank and all agea, must exhibit tte scarlet ribbon in their 
hair or head-dress. It was no surprise, therefore, to see the 
Dona and her ladies, on a hot eyening in midsummer, arrayed in 
scarlet silk bareges of large plaid, over nnder-dresses of white, 
with the scarlet ribbon and its savage motto, streaming among 
the tresses of their black hair. The predominating hue of the 
reception room— in the hangings of the walla, the draperies of 
the windows, and the carpet, was of the pame color. This 
apartment is lofty and spacious. A grand piano and harp were 
conspicuous among its fiimiture. 

Tho usual apology was made, — the pressure of important bu- 
siness — for the delay in tho appearance of the goyernoc, with the 
gracious assurance, however, that he would give aadicnce to the 
commodore ; and it was proposed, in tho mean time, to talie a view 
of the grounds, before nightfall. This we did, under the guid- 
ance of the sprightly and accomplished mistress of ceremonies 
and her ladies. They aro very extensive, in a perfection of 
order, and in many respects novel and striling; but are too full 
of straight lines for beinty and artistic efftct. The whole 
domain la a dead level — a swamp redeemed by draining and em- 
bankments from the overflowings of the rn er, and the ijuagmiree 
of a marsh. The sums expended m trinsfonning it into a para- 
dise, compared with every fiing iround, are beyond all estimate ; 
and make tlie place, at leist m the outlay cf money and labor, 
tho most princely estate m either North or South America. 
The predominatmg growth m trees is tlie willow, imparting 
to the whole a sombre aspect , but the flower gardens and shrub- 
beries are brilliant in the display of colors, and sweet in the 
variety and richness of their perfume. A paved court extends 
along the arcades around tho whole buildmg. On the two sides 
communicating with the lawns, this court is enclosed by par- 
terres of choice flowers, elevated three or four feet upon walls, 
and ornamented at regular distances by classically modelled urns 
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and vases, also crowned and festooned witli floral beauty. The 
effect of both is ornamental and pretty. 

A rustic arbor witli a dome-shaped top, overrun with cluster- 
ing roses, woodbine, and sweetbrier, and encircled with busts in 
marble on pedestals, and one or two full-length figures in plaster, 
was specially oommeiided to our notice, as the favorite retreat of 
Dolia Manuelita. Not far from it, on the lawn, is a humble 
whitewashed cottage — the first domioil of Boflaa on taking pos- 
session of the estate. It is scarcely superior, in its aspect and 
acooniinodatioBS, to the ranoho of a common peon : but is retained 
ia its original state as a memento of the past, or possibly for con- 
trast with the courtly splendor of the present establishment. 

Some years ago, an American brigantine, at anchor in the 
river, was d n by a ol nt storm and flood, high and dry into 
the woods of Pale mo Its restoration to the water was imprao- 
ticablo. She wa t II stan h and uninjniec!, both in hull and 
spars, and E as n pla e of permitting her to be broken up for 
the sale of th mat I p based the craft with the purpose of 
converting h , as si e st 1, nto a pavilion of pleasure. Brought 
to an even heel, she was substantially underpinned ; and thus 
firmly moored, and, remodelled between decks into a dancing 
saloon and refreshment rooms, is a favorite place for the enter- 
tMument of select parties in'summer. It is situated a half mile 
from the house, and our walk extended to it. 

As we returned to the quinta, the shades of the evening were 
be^nning to falL Two of the pavilions mentioned as being 
attached to the angles of the main building — those on the garden 
front — are unenclosed by walls, each forming an open saloon, fur- 
nished with rauges of crimson sifas on whioh beneith the pro- 
tecting roof, the cool of the ei ening maj be enioyed with unin 
termptcd views on every side Into the most ictired of these 
we were LOW conducted ; and, while itandmg ma group in the 
centre, with our faces directed to the lawn and shiubbery, I 
perceived a figure stealthily appioiihmg from behind, without the 
warning even of a footfall, till a little jhant iidmgwhip of 
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—indeed, to be positively sinister and tiger-like. His dress was 
a round-jacket of dark blue, with small military buttons; tbe 
inevitable scarlet waistcoat, ribbon, and motto ; and an undress 
military cap, with the visor drawn low over his eyebrows. His 
manner and address were common-place and familiar, without any 
mingling of the dignity of the Spanish Hidalgo in high posi- 

After an interchange of salutations, and some brief conversa- 
tion on indifferent topics, be led the way, with Commodore 
McKeever by his side, through tbe long, intervening arcade to 
the drawmg room in the front pavilion, m which we bad first been 
received. Here, seated in an angle of the lofty apartment, with 
tbe leading gentlemen of our party on his right, and bis daughter 
and her ladies on the left, he at once took the lead in conversa- 
tion, running loquaciously from subject to subject of trifling 
importance, and often interlarding his statements and opinions 
with low anecdote and vulgar details, unfit " for ears polite," much 
less for tbe bearing of women of delicacy and refinement. 
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So Ml of conTeraation was he, and seemingly so anxious to 
pleaso, ttat our stay was prolonged beyond all expectation ; and 
we were disappointed in the pleasure of an evening with Mr. and 
Mrs. C , whose country-seat lies between Palermo and the 

city. 
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Februaiy 26(^— The Argentine confederation, 
originally of tliiiteen states, joined together in compact, but not 
by constitution, andei the style of the United Provinces of La 
Plata, hag become practically consolidated and merged in the 
State of Buenos Ayres. Being the only province possessed of a 
sea-poit, and enjoymg an extended commerce, she was cncharged 
by the others with the management of the foreiga relations of 
the eonfedeiaey This naturally made her the controlling power ; 
febe increased while the rest decreased. The result was a division 
of the people of the provinces into two parties, and speedy con- 
flict and anaichy At this juncture Eosas raised his standard, 
and subdued the whole to his sway ; and though nominally only 
govemoi of the City and province of Buenos Ayres, encharged 
with tilt sole ministration of the foreign affairs of the confedera- 
cy, he 13, m f it,t, the despotic ruler of the whole. 

He is the most remarkable chieftain in South America; 
possessing all the elements of character essential to the successful 
despot : firmness, energy, shrewdness, subtlety, unscrupulous 
purpose, and unfaltering cruelty. Sprung from a Spanish family 
of respectability in Buenos Ayres, the recklessness of his early 
youth led to his removal by them to what is here termed the 
" Camp " — the open country of the pampas, over which are scattered 
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estates of landed proprietors, for tte raising of 
cattle, sheep, and torses. Hero, among tke gauchos, or demi- 
BaTage peasants of tte interior, he was made an overseer by a 
wealthy i-elative in BncBOS Ayres. Adopting the usages and 
habits of savage life of tho people, he became, in the course of 
years, thoroughly a gauoho ; and distinguished himself by the 
control he acquired over his associates, and over the scarcely more 
untamed Indians of the southern territory. He excelled in all 
the personal (qualities and feats of slriU most prized by them, and 
gained their unlimited favor. The reputation thus established, 
first called the attention of partisan leaders in the confederacy to 
him ; and secured for him, as early aa 1820, from the party in power 
the appointment of colonel of the militia of the southern frontier. 
In this position he gained additional reputatioaaud now popularity ; 
till, fired with ambition, he began in 1829 to lay the foundations for 
tho despotism which he has since exercised. Having secured the 
favor of the good among the people, by the evidences he had 
given of a power to win the confidence and to control tho will of 
the wild men around him, ho is charged with the dcterminatioQ 
of gaining that of the evil, by making his camp the sanctuary of 
every tlass of criminals ; and thus surrounding himself— with the 
deliberate pui-pose of making the use of them he afterwards did — 
by aa organized band of assassins. Whether this he true or not, it 
is aa undoubted fact that, after being placed at the head of the 
government, he soon put an end to all hazard of rivalry in power, 
by processes of bloodshed and assassination through such minions 
of his favor, almost beyond belief. Volumes might be written, 
as volumes already have been, upon the tragedies with which, from 
time to time in his early rule, he startled and terrified the com- 
munity, till every one was brought to the subjection of abject 
fear : all this, too, under the pretence and plausible plea of sus- 
taining the law and securing public quietude and order. 

The justification which ho himself pleads, for acts of cruelty 
which are admitted, is that " the Argentines can only bo governed 
with the knife at their throats ; " and the highest vindication of 
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his ohaiaoter whicli I Lave heard from some foreigners, who do 
not believe in the extent of the atrocitioa with which he is charged, 
and are disposed even to admire him as a man and a ruler, ia that 
his firnlta are to be att b ted t th d f t f hia education and 
his hahits as a gauoh — th t h h t tjpe of the people. 
This may he true ;htwht th tt d character of the 
people — the gauehos of wh m h th typ The best descrip- 
tion I have seen of th m p mphl t ly the Chevalier de 
St. Robert, a French g tl m wh t 1 the Plata officially. 
This you may not be bl t ft d I f rniah the extract 

Ho says : " There th t b f 1 m tho Pampas — 

those immense plains wh h t d p ce of more than 

seven hundred leagues f th t m n th to the extreme 
south of the Argcntin C f d t — b t fanoias, or farms, 
scattered here and th wh h f m my petty republics, 
isolated from the rest f th w Id 1 mg by themsclyea, and 
separated from each oth by th d t Al in the midst of 
those over whom he is mjl t m t th esiannero is out 

of every hind of society wh t w th thcr law than that 

of force, with no othe rul t g i him hut those that are 
self-impo-ed and w'th o th mot ye to nfluence than his own 
caprice There s noth ng to d turb hs lopose, nothing to dis- 
pute his po ve or interfere w th h a t an^ ill ty except the tiger 
that nay lurk about his grounds or the wli Indian that may 
ocoas onally make a host le nci rs on aha domains. Ilia chil- 
dren ^n3 h s domest cs gau hos like h m elf pass the same sort 
of life that 3 to aay w tl out amb t on w thout desires, and 
without any s\ ec es of agr cult iral labor All they have to do 
is to m^rk nd to k 11 at certa n per d'< the herds of oxen and 
flocks of sheep which constitute tho fortune of tho estanoioro, amd 
that satisfy the wants of all. Purely carnivorous, the gaucho's 
only food consists of flesh and water — bread and spirituous liquors 
are as much unknown to him as the simplest elements of social 
life. 
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" In a country in which the only wealtli of the inhabitants 
arises from the inoeaaant destniotion of innnmcrahle herds and 
flocks, it can easily be understood how their sanguinary occupa- 
tion must tend to obliterate every sentiment of pity, and induce 
an indifference to the perpetration of acts of cruelty. The readi- 
ness to sied blood — a ferocity whiah is at the same time obdurate 
and brutal — constitutes the prominent feature in the character 
of the pure ganoho. The first instrument his infantile hand 
grasps is the knife — the first things that attract his attention as a 
child, are the pouring out of blood and the palpitating flesh of 
animals. From his earliest years, as soon as he is able to walk, 
he is taught how he may with the greatest skill approach the 
living beast, hough it, and, if ho has strength, kill it. Such are 
the aporta of his chOdhood ; he pursues them ardently, and amid 
the approving smiles of his family. As soon as he acquires 
sufScient strength, he takes part in the labors of the estancia ; 
they are the sole arts he has to study, and he concentrates all hia 
intellectual powers in mastering them. From that time forth he 
arms himself with a large knife, and for a single moment of his 
life he never parts with it. It is to his hand an additional limb — 
he makes use of it always, in all cases, in every circumstance, and 
constantly with wonderful skill and address. The same knife that 
in the morning has been lead to slaughter a bullock, or to kill a 
tiger, aids him in the daytime to cut hia dinner, and at night to 
carve out a skin tent, or else to repair his saddle, or to mend hia 
mandoline. 

" With the gaucko the knife is often used as an argument in 
support of his opinions. In the midst of a conversation, appa- 
rently carried on in amity, the formidable knife glitters on a 
sudden in the hands of one of the speakers, the ponchos are rolled 
around the left arm, and a conflict commences. Soon deep gashes 
are seen on the face, the blood gushes forth, and, not unfrequently, 
one of the combatants falls lifeless to the earth; but no one 
thinks of interfering with the combat, and when it ia over, the 
e^nv^rastion ia resumed as if nothing extraordinary had occurred. 
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No person is disturbed by it — ^Dot even the women, who remain 
as cold, ■unmoved epeetators of theaffnv' It miy ea^ilj be 
surmised what sort of persona they must 1 1 of which such t 
scene is but a specimen of their domeatio manners. 

" Thus the savage education of the e^itantia products in the 
gauoho a complete indifference as to human life by familiarizing 
him from his moat tender yeara to the contemplation of a violent 
death, whether it is that he inflicts it on inotbei, or receives it 
himself. He lifts his knife against a man with the ame mdiffer 
ence that he atrilces down a bullock. The idea whn,h evciy where 
else attaches to the crime of homicide does not exi«t m hia mind , 
for in slaying another, he yields not les4 to habit than to the 
impulse of his wildand barbarous nature. If peichance amurder 
of this Idnd is committed so close to a town that there is reason 
to apprehend the pursuit of justice, every one is eager to favor 
the flight of the guilty person. The fleetest horse is at his 
service, and he departs, certain, to find, wherever he goes, the favot 
and sympathy of all. Then, with that marvellous instinct which 
is common to all the savage races, he feels no hesitation in ventur- 
ing into the numerous plains of the pampas. Alone, in the midst 
of a boundless desert, and in which the eye strains itself in vain 
to discover a boundary, he advances without the slightest feeling 
of uneasiness : he does so watching the course of the stars, listen- 
ing to the winds, discovering the cause of the slightest noise that 
reaches his ears, and at length arrives at the place he sought, 
without even straying from it, for a moment. The lasso whioh is 
rolled around his horse's neck; the holas suspended from hia 
saddle, and the inseparable knife, suffice to insure him food, and 
to' secure him against every danger, even against the tiger. 
When he ia hungry, he selects one out of the herds of beeves that 
cover the plain, pursues it, lassos it, kills it, cuts out of it a piece 
of flesh, which he eats raw, or possibly cooks, and thus refreshes 
himself for the journey of the following day. 

" If murder be a common incident in the. life of a gaueho. it. 
often also becomes the means to him of cmerifine from li^sCn, Ity, 
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and of obtaining renown among his associates. Wten he liaa 
rendered himself remartable by his audacity and address in single 
eombata, companiona gather round him, and he soon finds himself 
at the head of a considerable party. He ' commences a cam- 
paign,' sets himself m open defiance of the laws, and in a short 
time acquires a celebrity which rallies a crowd about him, and 
makes him a chieftain," Such are tlie people of whom Eosas is 
the type, and snch the processes, in a qualified degree at least, 
by which he attained, and stiU holds his supremacy. 

Are you not afraid of your life even in Buenos Ayres ? yon 
will be ready to ask, after reading such a description of the 
people who suiTound, and have the military guardianship of the 
city. I reply, that there probably is not a city in the eiyilized 
world, in which all, not suspected of political or partisan offense, 
are more perfectly secure in life, limb,, and property. The police 
is perfect. The stranger and foreigner especially, may move about 
the streets at any hour of the night, with perfect impunity. 
Theft, robbery, and burglary are unheard of; and a pooket-hand- 
ierchief or purse dropped in the street, if bearing any mark 
which indicates its owner, will he sure to be returned to him, or 
quickly be found in the keeping of the police. 

February 26th. — The impressions made by Buenos Ayres in 
its estemal aspect, ai-e increasingly favorable. The plan of 
the town is rectangular, like that of Pkiladelphia. Every street ia 
of the same width, and every square of the same dimensions. The 
streets are narrow, just wide enough for two veliiolea to pass each 
other, and the sidewalks comfortable only for those moving in 
Indian file. In walking two abreast, or arm in ann, there is a 
constant jostling against passers-by. In some parts of the town 
the Mdewalks are elevated two or three feet above the level of the 
carriage-way. The city being a dead level, and the streets 
str^ght, long vistas in tiiem are every where commanded. Some 
of these are striking, and where the domes and fine towers of the 
old Spanish churches come in as leading features, are quite 
European. These stately old structures are scattered about in 
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Tatious localities, and, with the citadel oa the highest rise of 
ground overlooking the river, are the chief, if not the only sombre 
objects la the architecture of the place : still reteiniug the natural 
color of the brick of which they are built, or exhibiting time- 
etained surfaces of stoae or stucco, and roofs covered with moss, 
lichens, and grass. Till within a few years, the houses were uni- 
formly one story only in height This is still the case in many 
quarters, but n tU u ce hi h aud Im. t t t t 

are now comj d f th £ tw t Th g n,l jl n f 

all is the sam th bp n I ath M ish quad n 1 up n 

which all the p tm nt p w th a t m and m t m a 
fountain in th t In n any f the tabi hm nts of the 

wealthy, there a a u n t th qua 1 angl P 11 1 with 

shrubbery and flw Ittn nanntllyaf unta n the 

view from the st t tl ugl th m t m tmg t unfi ju tly 
in an assimilat ng n f g tawllnthfp 

spectivo, is qu t imp itg fft Th tmfn 

stantly applying f h wh t wash t 3 u 1 1 "ts w and Id ^ a 
to the whole city a clean and biight looh. Here and there, 
however, in almost every street, a quaint and antiquated building 
is seen, contrasting with later structures, in the manner of the 
old Dutch houses still remaining, a few years ago, in Naw York 
and Albany, with those of modern date. These are a single story 
in height, with slanting, instead of flat roofs, covered with tile. 
Over the central door, however, there is a kind of demi-tower, 
furnished with a window and projecting balcony, as a look-out and 
place of parley with an outsider whose motive for demanding 
admittance might he questioned. In many oases these look-outs 
are quite tasteful in their architocture, and pleasing to the eye 
from the air they bear of the " olden time." Lichens, air- 
plants, and tufting grass clinging fo tho cornices and mouldings 
and ornamented pinnacles, give to them a venerable, moustached, 
and bearded aspect, that cannot fail to arrest the eye of the lover 
of the antique. 

Grt-at irapr'ivemrnts have been nuide of late years, both in tho 
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estemal architecture and intenial arrangements of private dwell- 
ings. Many of the mansions recently erected would soarCDly 
suffer, in point of riohnesa and elegance, by comparison with some 
of the most luxurious of the Fifth Avenue in New York. This 

ia especially true of one just heing completed by Gen. P , the 

minister of war ; though the lofty and massive entrance-gates, in 
compKoated and artistic patterns of cast-iron bronzed, and the 
colonnades of Moorish arches surrounding its quadrangular courta 
within, would not entirely harmonize with the prevailing archi- 
tecture of that street of palaces. 

Every house here is necessarily a castle, having its windows 
on the street barred and grated, with portals not easily to be 
forced, and parapets, upon the flat roof, capable of effective do- 
fence against assailants below. Being without cellars or basement- 
rooms, the level of the floors is elevated but little above that of 
the street, and as no railing or ai'ea intervenes between the side- 
walks and the large windows, which desoend to the floors, the interior 
of the room is as open to the inspection of the passers by, as to 
the inmates themselves. In some residences of wealth and taste, 
a vista of room after room in long suites, richly furnished, is thus 
exposed to view. The apartments on the street, with scarcely an 
exception, are reception and drawing-rooms ; and, in tho after- 
noons and evenings, the promenaders in the street are thus fur- 
nished with a succession of tableaux vivans of females — not 
occupied as with us in conversation, or reading, or fancy work, or 
other employments of leisure and taste, and grouped with husbands, 
and fathers, and brothers, and sons, and other male friends — 
but seated in formal rows, or in a semicircle around the windows, 
in a greater or less degree of ' full dress,' with little interchange 
of conversation among themselves, and evidently for the mere 
purpose of seeing and heing seen. Every thing in their dress and 
manner shows the studied purpose of exciting admiration. These 
eshibitions, however, are only ia hours of costume. TiU late in 
the day the ladies of the coontry in general are invisible ; very 
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much in uudress, lounging and 'dl'ng and sipping Paraguay tea 
through the silver tube f h ma 6 up 

An American or En li bm n n t fail to be struck with 
the seemingly slight int u f h male and female membera 
of a family. The latti 11 eraal appearance ivithout 

hushanda, fathers, broth ns Y u meet them in numbers 

in the morning, going to and returning from mass, followed by a 
servant or servants, but seldom, if ever, attended by a male 
relative. The evening is a favorite time for shopping, and the 
streets are often crowded in some sections, with ladies thus ea- 
gaged, but unattended by a gentleman in escort. And in the 
hundreds of parlors and drawing-rooms into which I have looked 
in passing, I do not recollect ever to have seen a gentleman, old 
or youug, in the groupings of a iamily circle. 

A week being the extent of the leave of absence which I feel 
willing to take from my charge on board ship, and from the volun- 
tary duty I have assumed at the chapel in Montevideo ; with the 
purpose of returning to the Congress to-morrow, I gave therefore 
the mornings of yesterday and to-day to calls in acknowledgment 
of the civilities from our fellow- country ra en, and various foreign 
residents, in which, as one of Commodore MoKeever's party, I 
hare shared. In the coui-so of these, I accompanied the Com- 
modore and Mr. G in a visit to tho Conde de Bessi, 

bishop of a diocese of unpronounceable name and unknown 
region, and nuncio from the Pope to Kosas. The disregard 
whicli Rosas has shown in ecclesiastioal matters for the supremacy 
of the Pope, and the sacrilege, in the view of the Eomish Chui-eh, 
of some of his acts, led long ago to his excommunication, and the 
withdrawal by the Papal States from all diplomatic intercourse 
with him. The Conde de Bessi has recently arrived, with over- 
tures of reconciliation. Though every civility has been paid to 
him in his o£B.cial character, by tho government, and a house ele- 
gantly fitted and furnished been appropriated to his use, with 
other marks of courtesy — can'iagos and horses at his service — ho 
has not jet been admitted to an audience, and, it is believed, will 
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not be. The preliminary to negotiation which the nuncio de- 
mands — the release of the clergy from the obligation of wearing 
the red ribbon, stamped with the motto of death to the political 
opponents of the dictator, whioh they are forced to do, even 
while officiating at the altar — is one that will not he accorded ; 
and unless the legate yields on this point, he will fail in his 
mission. 

Our visit being announced, we wore ushered into th ab fc 
of his escelleney — first through a large and elegantlj f h d 
saloon, and then through a smaller apartment, fitted i a hap 1 
with all the applianoea of Komish worship. The rec 1 1 n f 
our pirty by the count was most courteous, and the con t n 
m Fionch which ensued, animated, and oa his part, m t n pi 
mLEtary to the United States, as to her prosperity and h p w 
He dppeai-i to be about forty years of age; is veryji mp d 
healthtui, with little that is ascetic in look or manner. He i. very 
handsome, with a face as fireah and smooth ind lound as that of 
a female, and in expression beaming with benignity and high 
bleeding His voice and intonation are of the most sihery 
softness, and hii whule manner as feminine and pob^hcd as that 
of a duche=B Indeed, so remarkably wis this the ca«e, that as 
I looked at him m his &ilken robe of purple reichmg to the heels, 
and with a cap of velvet on his held, of corresponding color, I 
found it diffiouit to disabuse mytelf ot the impression that the 
interview was with one of the fair ses 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

May ZWh — S ly j d ty in naval service can be 
more destitute £ t t th h the Congress is perform- 

ing off Monte\ \ t it p t tmi . To tiie close invest- 
ment of the city bj 1 1 p t I blockade ia added, from a 
decree of Itosa 1 y wb h j 1 touohing here on her way 

up the Plata is d d t y t B Ayrea. The coneeciuence 

is — there being little demand for imports and nothing to export 
at Montevideo — that no vessel in the trade of the Plata comes 
into the port except from necessity, and the arrivals are limited, 
for the most part, to a man-of-w Uy and the regular 

mail-steamer &om England, by th w y t E de Janeiro, once 
each month. My cbaplainoy on I 1 d th dditional service 
of worship each Sabbath on eho tu n I th nly variation in 
my dnty; and an occasioial row mI to the ty for a wait or 
the visit of an honr, in a limited 1 f a q ntanco, my only 
recreation. For opportunities of visiting tbo shore I am indebted 
chiefly to the kindness of Commodore MoKeever ; Captain 
Mcintosh, so frequently tbe companion of my waits at Eio, here 
scarcely ever leaves the ship. 

The recent ai-rival in which we were most interested was tliat 
of the U. 8. storeahip Southampton. It brought Dr. C— — - to the 
s fleet surgeon, in place of Dr. W , who returned 
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home invalided, stortly after our arriyal on the station. Tiis 
loss to the medical corps of the ship and to our meaa was regretted. 
In the Bubstitute furnished, we are greatly favored. As a physician 
and surgeon Dr, C ia worthy of all confidence ; and aa a gen- 
tleman and Christian, carries with him predominating influence. 
The value of such an accession to a naval mess-table and to the 
asBOoiations of the gun-room of a man-of-wiir, can scarcely be 



Another cireumstaaoe connected with the Southampton, in 
which we felt great interest, proved leas happy in the issue. The- 
Congress, through a mistake not discovered till she was at sea, 
left tho United States without a suitable libraij for the use of 
the crew. As soon as this was known, I took measures to have 
one sent after us. This was shipped by the Soutliampton and 
arrived safely here,- but from an oversight of the officer in 
charge, was carried agaiii to sea by her, oa proceeding to her des- 
tination in the Paeifle, The disappointment to the crew is great, 
and only to be remedied by patiently waiting for the return of 
a fresh order to the United States. 

My visits on shore are most unvarying in their character. 
Sometimes I take a solitary stroll through the less public streets 
of the city ; but never without feelings of commiseration for 
the depressed and suffering condition of the poorer classes. The 
pale and Laggard faces of the females, seen at the doors and win- 
dows, tell one story of privation and want — of listless despondency 
and gloom. The extent and degree of destitution, from the long 
suspension of all busineas, is fearful, among those even who have 
been accustomed to independence, if not to afluence and luxury. 
Among such, the poorest scraps that fall from the tables of the 
more fortunate ai-e most thankfully received ; and any kind of em- 
ployment is eagerly sought, I'emates of the first respectability are 
glad to be employed in making up linen in a moat finislied style, 
at a half dollar a shirt, and at sis and eight cents a collar. The 
demoralization among all classes, in oonsec[uencc of tho 



by Google 



200 



BEAZIL AND LA PLATA. 



of want, is very great, I am told, and of a etaracter fatal to the 
purity and aelf-reapect of individuals and whole families. 

The only semblance of general cheerfulness obserYable, is in 
the dwly evenmg promenade to witness the relief of guard. 
This takes phice at the inner lines without the walls, every even- 
ing at sunset. During the previous hour, in fine weather, hun- 
dreds of the better elassea of the citiaena both foreigners and 
natives, in a g t 1 d' {I y f dress, may be seen i^uing 

through the a t g tow y f fh rthern wall, for the walk 
of a mUe through th I d d t ght street, leading from it 
to a battery wh th 1 f f g ard takes place, and to listen 
to the music of th b d iv th wl h this is accompanied. 

I have meet d th p 1 of fifteen hundred or two 

thousand Fren h t p w fh th fii rs. They are quartered 
ill barracks, a p t w th d ] t w thout the walls of the old 
city ; and may b P i raall parties in the sta-eeta 

at almost all t m f th d y d uing. Well dressed and 
well fed, youu d thl t fr h d healthftil in look, and 
cheerful and an m ted ni t I manner, they constitute 

quite a redeem ft th i t of the city. They have 

a parade-ground j t w tl t h w Us aud are regularly and 
severely drilled b t t t p t the military duty of the 

phtce, and perfo m j t I Th d Ives exclusively upon the 
Montevidean soldi y Th se m t g to three thousand, con- 
sist chiefly of a f 1 g m^ d of emigrants— Italians 
from the vicinity of Genoa, and from Piedmont, and Basques 
from the frontiers of Spain and France ; and of a negro regiment 
under the command of native officers. The negroes, till the com- 
mencement of the war were slaves ; but were then liberated by a 
decree of the government, without compensation to their masters 
on condition of entering the army for the continuance of the war, 
with a right to a bounty of land on the restoration of peace. 

The foreign legion form the municipal or national guard. They 
consist of artisans, porters, laborers and boatmen, who, m succea- 
tive companies are on duty as a patrol one day in three, and en- 
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gaged in their various callings tlie rest of the time. The negroes 
are regular soldiera. They are said to be braTC and faithful, 
and have proved themselves most reliable on post and in battle. 
The dresa of the foreigners is that of their everj-day labor — 
the jacket and trowsers and Pelasgio cap of the Basques ; but the 
negro regiment are in uniform — the dress of the gauohos, or 
Indio-Spauiards, of the country. This is striking and pictur- 
esciue, though Indian-like and savage in its general effect : at best 
barbarism, 'picked out,' — as carriage painters say — with civiliza- 
tion. It is composed of a red flannel shirt, beneath a poncho of 
red of the same material, lined with green. ; a green cheripa, or 
swaddling blanket for the loins and lower limbs ; drawers of 
white cotton terminating in wide pantalets ornamented with in- 
sertings of lace work, and a deep fringe falling over the auiles 
and bare feet ; the covering of the head being a conical cap of 
grocn cloth, without visor, laced with yellow cord. It is seen to 
the best effect at Buenos Ayrcs, where there is in the soldiers 
more of the Indian and less of African blood ; and where, 
exhibited on horseback, the long black hair and streaming pon- 
chos of the riders are in keeping with the flowing manes and 
tails of the horses, as they scamper with the fleetness of the wind 
along the beach and over the plain. 

The free hospitality of two or three houses, both English and 
American, in addition to tho Consulate, is extended to us ; and 
usually, after the relief of gaard, wo join the family of one or 
another of these for tea. It is pleasant in a strange land tlins 
to be received informally in a home circle, and to be made wel- 
come, in this, the winter of tho year, to the elegant comforts of 
carpeted floors and cui-tained windows — of the glowing grate of 
the fir^de, and the hissing urn of the tea-table, and for tbe hour 
to share in the social enjoyments of conversation and music. The 
chief drawback to the pleasure, is the remembrance forced upon 
us by such scenes, of our distant homes, and the vision in fancy of 
what we there lose. This was particularly the ease in the visits of 
the last evening. I made an early call at Mr. L 's, and, on 
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entering the drawing-room, found Madame L at the piano. 

After giving tlie accTistomed kind welcome, she was prevailed 
upoa to continue at the instrument. Though the mother of a 
fine family of carefully educated and intelligent children — gath- 
ered at the time in various amusements round a aentre-table of 
the saloon — she has not thrown aside Iier muaicj but is still in 
good practice. Her touch and execution are yery much in the 
style of Mademoiselle B^^ — , and in some fine passages &om 
Verdi and other masters, brilliantly given, carried me at once to 
Riverside. 

I do not Tcoollcot to have mentioned the romance of the 

honey-moon of Mr. and Madame L at Buenos Ayres, in the 

early days of the despotism of Rosas. Madamo L , previ- 

OQsly the Signorita , a native of the city, and monibor of the 

Romish church, ventured to be married to Mr. L by au 

American missiouary, without the consent of the Dictator. This 
was contrary to an existing law ; and the consequence was that the 
bride was very unceremoniously immured for three months in a 
nunnery, while the groom and clergyman were as summarily ar- 
rested, and thrown into prison. Mr. L ■ was then established 

in mercantile business at Buenos Ayres. But Indignant at such 
an interference with the rights of conscience and personal freedom, 
on regaming his liberty, he withdrew with his wife to Montei ideo, 
and is now a chief capitalist in this section of faouth America 

On joining the Commodore at Mrs. Z 's, I found nuite a 

party of the 11— —'s and other friends The lidies wtre m 
more dress than usual ; the rooms were well lighted , and the 
tca-tahle richly and elegantly appointed ; and in the enjoyments 
of an evening of music, both vocal and mstiumcntal, mcludiug 
some fine chants and psalmody, we were tempted foi the time to 
forget our exile. 

The private dwellings in Montevideo, whether only one, or 
two stories high, are all built in the Spanish Morescan style, 
having a quadrangle within, enclosing a pateo oi open iquare in 
the centre. Upoa this, where there is but me stoiy , ind u] on in 
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encircling verandali or corridor, above wtere tterc are two, all 
the apartments open, througt doors and French windows. The 
pateos in the one case, and the verandahs in tKe other, are usually 
filled with running vines, and flowering plants and shruhs, in boxes 
of earth, or ia urns and vasea. The parapeted walls of the flat 
roofe are also often ornamonted by Tascs, containing aloes and 
variona cacti ; and I have often been struck, on passing to the 
staircase in leaving, with the oi-namental and picturesque effect 
of these—especially in bright moonlight — as tiey stand out in 
strong relief against tlie sky. 

However good the promise of fair weather may have been in 
going on shore, we never take leave for a return to the ship at 
night, without a greater or less degree of uncertainty, as to the 
manner and circumstances in which we may get on board. The 
shallowness of the roadstead obliges ve^els of the draught of 
the Congress to lie two or three miles from the shore; and even 
then, such are often cradled at low water ia a bed of mud three 
or four feet deep; but the distance is a trifle, compared with the 
obstacle to a visit to the shore, either for exercise or pleasure, 
arising from the feequenoy and suddenness of the south and 
south-west wuids, called pamperos. These often burst over the 
water with little or no -warningi and by their fierceness and the sea 
they raise, cut off, for twenty-four hours or more, all communica- 
tion between the ship and the shore. Twice within the first week 
of our arrival, a party in the Commodore's barge was detmned a 
night and a day on shore under such circumstances ; and other 
boats sent on shore on vai-ious objects of duty, at least as many 
times. Fortunately for some of us, Mr. Prazier, of the American 
house of Fraaier, Z mne nan &^ Co bemg w the t ther tam ly 
than the employees of the count ng com h d t n h s power to 
offer some of us, o those occas on an asyl n n the well ap 
pointed residence m wh ch he d spenses a 1 1 eral and gener us 
hospitality. The few hoteh m the place kept pr no pally by 
Frenohmen and Ital ans are comfortless eepec ally m the r 
accommodations fc sleep n^ 
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A few niglita ago, on reaching the mole, a high and piercing 
wind was blowing, very much from the point we wished to stoer, 
tumbling a rough and wild sea before it. We could not lay 
our course for the ship within several points : leaving a long and 
heavy pull for the oarsmen, after we should take in sail. Close 
hauled upon the wind, and plunging into the head sea, all hands 
were well showered, even as far aft aa the stern-sheets, by the 
spray dashed from the bowa In disgust at this winding up of 
the pleasures of the evening, the Commodore exclaimed that it 
would be " the last of his night expeditions from the shore ; " 
that hereafter ho would limit his visits to the daytime, and then 
to flue weather. However, the barge is a beautiful sea-hoat, 
riding the swelling waves — whether propelled by oars or canvas 
- — like a duet, and under sail, skimming tie crested waters Hke 
a sea-bird. Whea obliged at last to take to the oars, the pull to 
the ship was not so long, or the trouble in getting onboard on the 
lee-side so great, as we had apprehended. The next morning 
the weather was tranc[uil aa a summer's day ; and the Commodore, 
beckoning me to join him on the poop as he waa takmg a turn 

before breakfast, said, " Why, Mr. S , the getting off last 

night was not eo bad after all. I must take back my hard 
speeches about the place and weather, and recall my rash vows. 
I think we may still venture an evening's visit." This we soon 
did, and our return on board, for that and two or three succes- 
sive nights, was the very perfertion. of every thing lovely in 
moonlight upon the water. The air was mild and balmy , the 
river, smooth and glassy as a lake, seemed beneath the moon- 
beams, a very sea of silver ; a fair and gentle land-breeze kept 
the sails of the boat just steadily full — wafting us imperceptibly 
along, while every thing above, beneath, and around u% was so 
trancjuil, so bright, and so pure, that we were charmed by it into a 
musing mood of the profuundest silence. 

The prevailing weather, at present, is like that of the finest 
October at home, with which seaBon — that of autumn — ^it eorre- 
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spoads. The mornings are cool, bracing, and brilliant ; at nooa, 
the temperature ia almost hot, and the nigbta are baraid and oold. 
Tiie sitnaets are eijual, in tbe beauty and aoftnesa of the tintings 
and colors, to any I reooUeot to have observed in any part of the 
world. To jndge from the apparent purity and elasticity of the 
atmosphere, it would seem that the climate could not be other- 
wise than healthful ; yet the sick list on board the Congress, from 
catarrhs, inflammation of the lungSj aad rheumatism, is greater 
than at any time since the beginning of our cruise. Some 
of the cases of pneumonia are very severe, a,nd threaten to prove 
fatal. This inorease of siclrnesa and its character, are attribut- 
able, probably, to the frequent recurrence, amidst all this bright- 
ness, of wintry storms of two or three days' continuance ; like a 
cold and boisteroiia equinoctial gale in the United States, with 
pouring rain and piping winds. Indeed, the anchorage here is a 
terrible place for winds at all seasons of the year : terrible, not 
from danger to the ships — for the whole bottom, is a soft and 
tenacious mud, into which large vessels safely cradle — but in the 
discomfort on board in a Btonn, and the inconvenience of com- 
municating with the shore. 

The special interruptions to the monotony of a daily routine 
on my own part, have been a series of infant baptisms, in the 
families of various foreign residents, English, Scotch, and Ger- 
man ; three marriages in which the grooms were foreigners also — 
American and English ; and the funeral of an American lady, 
long a resident of Montevideo. The groom at one of the wed- 
dings was Dr. K of the navy, surgeon of the St. Louis ; 

his bride, the Signorita L , daughter of Don Juan L , 

Secretary to the Senate of the Eepublic of Uruguay. The cere- 
mony was private. Commodore McKecver, the captain of the St. 
Louis, one or two other naval o£5.cers, Madame L — ■■ — , the god- 
mother of the bride, and the immediate members of the family 
constituting the party. Another of the marriages was in the pre- 
sence of a large company, and was followed by a general reception 
of the society of Montevideo, and a ball. The parties being 
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English, tbe preseaoe of tho representative o£ tlie British gOTern- 
meat was necessary, to give validity to the rite, according to act 
of parliament.; and the ceremony maa followed by tho making 
out of a certificate, at a centre-table of the drawing-room, on a 
folio sheet of paper, to which, as first witness, the Honi Mr. Gore, 
H. M. Oharg6 d' Affaires, attached his name ofE.cially. Nearly 
the whole company, both ladies aad gentlemen, gave witaess to the 
event ia a similar manner, so that, ia the end, the document, in 
its length of signatures, rivalled a Magna Oharta or Declaration 
of Independence. It was the first occasion, except at the chapel, 
in which I had met so large a company of Monterideans, or ia 
which there waaamingling of the native Americo-Spanish society. 
The ladies of this blood have been celebrated by travellers for 
their beauty, and for sprightliness and grace of manaer; and 
jastly, I would say, were I to judge in the matter, from one at 

least, of those present on this occasion : Mrs. B , the wife of 

a young, but retired captain in the British navy, a son of Admiral 

8ir J E . She is beautiful, and apparently truly lovely, 

with more of the beariag and manners of polished life than most 
other ladies I have met since I left the United States.. Others 
equally favored may have joiaed the party afterwards, but of this 
I oaimot speak. Tho general compaay were only beginning to 
arrive, as, under the guidance of Mr. Gore, I left for the British 
Consulate, to oftoiate in the baptism of a child, which had been 
appointed for the same eyening. 

The first funeral I have been called to attend, was at the 
house in which I performed the first marriage ceremony after oar 
arrival. The mother of tbe young and lovely bride, an American 
lady, was, at the time, in so feeble a state from consumption, as 
scarce to be able to be present. She has failed rapidly since, and 
was buried on the 16th. 

During the years of prosperity in Montevideo, a Protestant 
bm'iai-groand was Iwd out, a half mile beyond the outer gate, 
along the edge of a narrow ravine and watercourse. It was 
enclosed by a handsome wall of bricli, planted with trees and 



by Google 



PROTESTANT CEMGTKRY. 207 

shrubbery, coctaineiJ many tombstones and monuments of marble, 
and w n f t!i m t att t j t n th b ba. It was 
f un 1 h w n tl mm n m nt f h t It s, that tbe 

w II cl t ga !i Ite t th a a lant n th approaoheB 
t tl ty a d nt f I w th th eff t of th b tteries of the 
1 }j d Th wall ns ju ntly w e az d and (he treea out 
d wn by th n 1 party The r alt an nt ruin. The 
t mb and m nun nts a m tiy t n i nd d troyed, and 
til pi th ugh tU pt I t d t ts g I e, is utterly 
d tdS t tnlng and n t a vestige of 

am t 1 uty d. X uUnta d being struck, 

a d tK bj t n th —at th fun al w th the appear- 

jin t th h a — tt Id t th ty u w ft d and emblematic 
of all its attempts at display. Its curtains of vehet, once doubt- 
leas black, are now faded to a muddy orange, and are all tattered 
and torn ; and what were, originally, plumes of ostrich feathers, 
nodding gracefully at each corner, are now only bristling quille, 
from which every feather has fallen in decay. It was drawn by 
two miserable, starved mules in a wretched harness, and altogether 
was a mockery of the pomp and pageantry of tbe grave. 

The subject reminds mo to mention the receipt by the last 
English mail, of a letter from the family of Eamsey, in whose 
fate you express an interest, from the acootmt given of his sudden 
death, last October. It is in answer to one by which I communi- 
cated the bereavement. He was of a pious household, who 
were deeply afflicted by the intelligence sent, but consoled by the 
assurance, that every possible attention had been paid to him. 
The letter is from a young man, tlie only suiTiving son of the 
family. Ho says, " It is impossible to attempt a description of 
the scene eshibited, as I endeavored to read aloud the heart- 
rending account of the death of one we loved so dearly. It can 
never be forgotten by any one present. The whole family were 
overwhelmed, and I myself entirely unmanned ; " and adds in 
another part — " the night after wo received the melancholy 
tidings, a most" touching incident occurred : caused by my y 
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sister Jeasic, a child of aLs ycara, wlien preparing to retire to 
rest. Ste liad act been told the sad news, and while on her 
knees hy my mother's side praying aloud, her littlo hands resting 
upon her lap, she prayed, ^ was her custom, that God would keep 
and bless her dear brother at sea, and bring Mm in safety homo 
tons. The scene that ensued was most afflicting; we all wept 
most bitterly, while the little one cried as if her hoai't would 
break, when told that the poor brother, for whom she prayed, 
was lost to lier for ever in tiis world. 
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June Hh. — Tte tedium of tho long stay of the Congreas at 
Montevideo waa relieved once, by a cruise of three weeis off 
the Plat.1. The chief object iu this, was to esereiMe the crew at 
the sails and in worting ship, and to give practice at sea with the 
gi'eai. guns and small arms. The effect of the change was good, 
both morally and physically. The vicinity of a port, so free to 
dissipation as Montevideo, is demoralizing both to offieera and 
men ; and it is well, aa Commodore McKeever remarked to me 
in speaking on the subject, occasionally at least to put the broad 



Lons of the shore. 
1 for this place. The i 
,dway between the Plata and 



a between the ship and the seductio 
On the 22d ult. we again set s 
lies closely ou the coast about n 

Kio de Janeiro. It is twonty-eight miles long, from four to 
eight wide, and is separated from the main by a narrow and 
irregular strait, vai-ying in breadth from one and two, to three and 
more miles. It was settled earlier than any part of the conti- 
nent ia this section, and gives name to the province on the main 
opposite, within whose boundaries it is inolnded. Its harbor is 
one of the best in the Empire, and was once a great resort for 
shipping, especially for refreshment and repairs by those engaged 
in the whale fishery. The principal town, called Nossa Senhora 
do Dcstorro, or " Our Lady of Banishment or Esile," contain- 
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ing a population of eigtt or tea thousand inhabitants, is the cap- 
i 1 t th p d th d f P idont. 

C tl f th d nat th land 'ortopped by the 

1ft tansftbm w wt distance of thirty 

ml d t lt,tw tdtht aita and camo to 

1 by htf 11 Th 1 1 b k d lofty, and beauti- 

fi !ty d t th t h t th i resenting, as we 

saldlgthmlt t tth fwtt sand beach and 

pjtgpmtn f 1. wd with woods. There Is 

t & t d pth f w t f f t t pass through tho 

h 1 dth t fl^hpisbythe north end of 

th lisl d. It wi d g d with tl m mt ins of the island 

d tt m m th dp t th f t res of a magnifi- 

t 1 1 th th th pp f arm of the sea. 

Aw d 1 hte I w th th d th d general beauty 

f th wh 1 t t w th th y f the Plata, though 

btf I fit 11 email habitation 

h i th al g th h ] g th nly ndications of the 

1 ' 

Th t m £ tl wh 1 rf t tl water, glassy as a 

w d tt d t th 1 th f u3 with the eanoes 

f fish m th Iththt td wers contrasting 

t gly th ly ni w th th 11 k d of their canoes. 

1\ w m mil 1 m th t m y h ge, and the pres- 

f so 1 h p th C g ttraoted no atten- 

tion from them, and brought no canoo with the milk and eggs and 
tropical frnita for which we were longing feoon ^fter bieakfast 
we ran some miles further south to oui present inchoiige ja=t 
inside of two forts, one — that of &an JosS — on the island, ind the 
other — that of Santa Cruz — on an islet of the ■iame name neir 
the main. The panorama enrroun ling ns is truly beautiful — 
approaching, in some respects, even that of Rio de Janeiro, 
though less wild and sublime io outline Ihe lofty ai d massiyo 
mountains on the main, jutting down to the witei in bold pro 
montories, indent the shore with little white beiched coi ea who^e 
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overhanging cliffs are crested with, palm-trees and festooned with 
creepers. The white divelliEga of the inhabitants, sprinkled 
along the shore, and the checkered cultivation of the uplands 
behind, combine in furnishing attractive imagery to the eye and 
associations of rural comfort and simplicity to the heart. The 
symniGtrical outlines of tho old fortresses on either side, and their 
moss-covered and grass-tufted parapets and ramparts, give an air 
of antiijuity to some points of the scene, whilo the primitive 
canoe of the aborigines, under paddlo or rude sail on the water, 
tells VM significantly of a state of semi-civilization only. With the 
brightly gleaming sun of the morning, there was a fi-eshness and 
elasticity of atmosphere, welcome and most exhilarating. 

The present acting American consul of St. Catherine resides 
at Santa Cruz, the name of the anchorage at which we are. His 
name is Cathoart, formerly the master of an American whale- 
ship, but now long a resident of this part of Brazil, where he 
married a native of the countiy, and has a family of children, 
and extensive possessions in lands and slaves. 

His residence is nearly abreast of us on the main, a mile or 
more distant, ' It is situated on an elevated platform above the 
beach, in a beautiful little cove, with a glen in the rear : the 
whole overhung by a wooded mountain. I availed myself of the 
first opportunity of visiting the shore, and aqcompanied Purser 

W and Lieut. E who went on duty. Mr. Cathcart was 

on the beach to receive us and conduct us to his house. With 
the exception of this structure — which is of stone, stuccoed, and 
whitewashed, and roofed with tile — every thing here, in general 
aspect, is so like tho South Seas, that I felt as if suddenly trans- 
po t d th il mid t th n I pla f nul 
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nation to tlie Marc[uesas, tte Society and the Sandwicli Isl- 

As the Consul proposed retarning to the ship with us our stay 
was out short. I, however, accomplishod my purpose of a ram- 
ble for half aa hour. This I found quite sufficient for the time. 
The hills descend so abruptly at all points to the water, and are 
BO furrowed with ravines, that one can proceed scarcely a hundred 
rods in any direction along the shore, without making aecents 
and descents of such steepness, aa soon to induce fatigue, and 
make a short walk go far in point of exercise. 

Large ships caniiot approach nearer to the port and city of 
Desterro than the anchorage of Santa Cruz ; a distance of twelve 
miles. The day after our arrival, a party of officers mado a 
trip to that place in one of tho ship's boats; and on the 4th inst. 
I joined another, by a similar conveyance. The morning was bril- 
liant, with a oool and bracmg air. There was no wind, but with 
ten stout and willing oarsmen we made good progress, though the 
tjde, for a portion of the distance, was against us. Two beautiful 
wooded islets liemidway in the straits, or bay, as the water— twelve 
mUes in length and from three to five in width— appears here to 
be. The largest of these has a battery planted on the north end, 
tbo site of which is scarped from the solid roofe, about half the 
height from the w^ter line to the summit of the islet. With the 
exception of this battery, and two or three buildings connected 
with it, the whole is one mass of foliage interspersed with bonlders 
of granite. We rowed closely along its western side, and were 
charmed with the freshness of the verdure and tbo variety and 
richness of its growti ; especially in the drapery and festooning 
of parasites and creepers. As we approached our destination wo 
fended a striking resemblance, in the formation and general as- 
pect of the western side on the mainland, to the section of the 
Hndson lying between Tarrjtown and the entrance to the High- 
lands. This led to a comparison of tho scenery of the straits in 
general with that of the Hudson, Beautiful indeed as this St 
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Catherine is, all who bad seen botli, admitted a close rivalry at 
least on the part of the other. 

A promontory of the island projecting far eastward into the 
straits, cuts off the view of the town from the north- — excepting 
a ehurch tower or two over tlie laud — and gives to the water the 
appearance of hoing land-locked. It is not till sweeping through 
a narrow channel past the bluff point, you find yourself in a 
horse-shoe bay, — a half mile perhaps in diameter, with the city 
enoiroling its sandy beaoh. 

The view of the town is striking, a's on doubling the point, it 
opens thus ibruptly to the -iigbt It oontaina eight thousand in- 
habitants It 19 prettily situated on the widely curving shore, 
and, filling the striits southward is Huiked on ttie east by lofty, 
veidant, and overhanging hilh A double towered church, ris- 
ing from the centre ot the city, and i tpicioua snow-white hospital, 
crowning a teiiaoe on the eastetn 6ide, are the most conspicuous 
of the public buildings. 

A small platform of plank on piles, forms the landing for the 
boats of the shipping; but the canoes of the country are gener- 
ally run upon the beaeh. There was a cleanliness about this, and 
in the market-place adjoining, truly welcome in JBraaO, and pre- 
pared us to be moat pleasantly impressed with the general aspect 
of a spacious, unenclosed square — like the green, or common of 
a New England village— upon which we immediately entered. 
This lies close by the water and in the middle of the town. The 
principal church or cathedral, whose towers we had seen over the 
land, ornaments it on the north side. It stands upon a t-en-ace plat- 
form, having eireular enclosures on either side, filled with plants 
and shrubbery, and overtopped by two or three graceful palms, 
and an Australian pine. On the west side near this, is the palace 
or Govei-nmental House, occupied by the President of the pro- 
vince; the dwellings of two or three wealthy citizens; and a 
hotel near the water. Erom the balconies of the last, the party, 
who had preceded us the day before, were beckoning to ua a wel- 
come. The establiahment is in charge of an American from New 
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England, married to a native of tlie place. It is more 1 
in general appearance and better kept than any public-liouse 
we have seen in South America, excepting the Hotel do Provence 
in Buenos Ajres, 

As it was my purpose to return to the Congress the same 
evening, tlicre was little time to search for olijeots of special 
interest, if indeed there were euch ; and I contented myself with 
a walk through and around the place. The streeta are laid out 
with regalai-ity, tut are ungraded and pass over hill and through 
hollow, aecotding to the original surface of the ground. The 
buildings stand upon them at irregular distances from ea«k other ; 
and many having gardens and yards about them, the whole has 
a village -like aspect, not indicative of the amount of population em- 
braced within the boundaries of the town. The people seem hind 
and well disposed ; are simple in their habits and courteous in man- 
ners. Though my dress furnished no badge of naval service, or 
distmctive mai-k of my profession, yet, recognized as a stranger, I 
was every where saluted as such with the greatest deference and 
respect. I had been told that a new cemetery, situated on a hill 
Oil the western side of the bay, commanded a fiae general view of 
the oity and surrounding country. Under the impression that I had 
reached this, I passed through a fine gateway, and by a flight of steps 
to a terrace walk, but at once perceived that I was in the grounds 
of a private residence, and was retreating to the road again, when in- 
vited hy some attendants near to enter and stroll over the place at 
ray pleasure. This I did. It was tastefully laid out in lawns and 
flower gardens, and abounded in fruit. On expressing thanks to 
the Portuguese gardener when taking leave, he added to my ob- 
ligation by presenting a choice boucjuet, with an offer of oranges 
and other fruit ad Uhitum : adding, that the signer, his master, 
would have been happy to receive me had he been at home, and 
would be pleased at any time with a visit from me. 

Tlie day was exceedingly fine, and my ramble of an hour and 
more in the suburbs, over smooth paths and through Iiedge-shaded 
and flower-scented lanes, wa.s most grateful after the dreary mo- 
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notony o( the scenery in tlie Plata and tie tedium of long oonfino- 
ment on board a ship. 

The females of Dosterro are celebrated for their skill in the 
manufacture of a.rtifloial flowera from feathers, beetle wings, fish 
scales, and sea shells ; and an arrival of strangers in the place 
causes the doors, and halls, and rooms of the hotel to ho thronged 
with negroes and negrcssea, hearing tray-loads and bozes of these 
articles for salp. Many of them are tasteful and ornamental; 
especially those formed from the polished wings of the beetle. 
Those of fish-scales wrought into necklaces, armlets, wreaths and 
bouquets are also pretty ; and, were the material not known, would 
■appear costly. The first of these I ever saw were worn by a 
bride at Montevideo ; the effect by candle-light was much that of a 
set of pearls, whloli I at first supposed the ornaments to be. A 
ooarse but serviceable thread lace, is also a manufacture of the 
place. The chief article of commerce ia coffee, that of St. Cath- 
erine being of superior quality. 

At 3 o'clock we aat down to a profusely spread table d'hdte, 
one of the most tempting public boards I have seen since leaving 
the United States, consisting of a variety of fish, oysters, lobster, 
different tinds of meats, chickens, turkey and birds, cooked and 
served in American style. The bread was excellent, and upon it 
alone, with the delicious fresh butter from the German settlement 
of San Pedro d' Alcantara, twenty miles distant in the mountains 
on the main, I could have made a most satisfactory repast. The 
interest of the feast waa enhanced by some intelligence communi- 
cated in regard to the chief attendants on the table : the head 
waitress was no less a personage than a Pi-incess Royal of Cab- 
inda, eldest daughter of the monarch of that style, and niece of 
" King John," chief of the Kroomen. She is a fine intelligent- 
looking woman of thirty years, whose mien and general bear- 
ing were by no means unbecoming the rank she held in her native 
land. Another of the servants was a male slave of the same age, 
full of activity and spirit, and seemingly very cheerful and happy. 
By industry and economy, and the gratuities iic has received, for 
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eiviHty and fldeUty in his situation, he has laid up the amount of 
hia purehaso-money, with the exception of a small sum. He 
expects soon to he free ; and, having caught a spirit of advea- 
ture and enterprise from the many of our compati-iota, who of 
late years have touched at St. Catherine's for refreahment on their 
way to California, designs pushing his fortunes in that golden re- 
gion—an example of adventure, in purpose at least, almost without 
parallel, I am told, among the Brazilians of Portuguese blood. 
While the whole world has been excited to enterprise by the 
modem diseoFeries of gold, not a vessel, I learn, has been fitted 
out from Braail in quest of fortune in this way, and scarcely a 
Brazilian tempted to join the thousands who have touched here 
and at Bio on their way to California. 

The nest day I joined Commodore McKeever and his secre- 
tary in a stroll on shore at Santa Cruz. Captain Oathcart met 
us on the heaeh, and, becoming our cicerone, first led us up a 
romantic little glen la the rear of his dwelling, by a well kept 
pathway overshaded with orange trees and palms, and bordered 
by coffee-plants and bananas. It followed the course of a mur- 
muring and babbling mountain stream, which fretted its way over 
a bed of rocks, and beneath and around massive boulders of gran- 
ite. The pathway itself was sufficiently attractive to have in- 
duced us to take the walk, but there was, as we foand, a special 
object for pursuing it. It leads to the graves of two sisters of 
the ages of fifteen and seventeen, daughters of Major Cfaines 
Governor of Oregon, who died here a year ago on their way to 
that territory, after a few days' Ulness with yellow fever, con- 
tracted during a brief stay at Rio. Their sudden death, within 
a day of each other, in the opening bloom of youth, and their 
burial by the wayside, as it were, in a strange and undesired 
land, with the many affecting incidents related to us conneoted 
with the event, threw a touching interest around the spot, and 
caused us to linger with deep eympatliy near their graves. They 
lie side by side within a small, picketed enclosure, where the rose 
and willow and other appropriate gi-owtli, planted by the hand of 
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the Consul, are already apreading in tropical luxunance. They 
are said to have been intelligent and accomplished, and full of 
the buoyancy and liope of young life. Tlie bereavement under 
the circum stances must have been desolating to tlio parents, and 
tbeir burial on these strange shores a most affective trial. 

After the examination of a mandioca and coffee plantation, 
and of a fruit yard, wc strolled over a spur of the moimtain to 
an adjoining cove in which Captain Cathcart formerly resided, 
and which is still his possession. His former dwelluig is con- 
verted into a school-house for his own chUdren and those of two 
or three of hia neighbors. The tutor, a young Brazilian, is em- 
ployed by the Consul at his individual expense. The books and 
school apparatus were moat primitive, and limited to the merest 
elements of instruction j still, the scene presented by the assem- 
bled group of scholars and their young teacher, had more of pro- 
mise in it for the future, than any thing before met in this region. 

I spent yesterday morning in going over the same ground 
with Captain Mcintosh, who had not previously been on shore. 
We extended oar walk across two or three additional ridges of the 
hills, which feather down from the mountains to the water, and 
break up the shore, by their projecting points, into numerous little 
coves eaeixcled by interval lauds and bright glades. In these 
chiefly are nestled the humble cottages of the poor, in single dwell- 
ings or in hamlets of three and four. The views from the side- 
hills above are varied and beautiful, and ever bring with them to 
me strong associations of the South Seas. 

In the afternoon, accompanied by Dr. C and one or two 

others, 1 took a walk northward from the consulate, first across a 
natural meadowrunning inland ahalf-mile from thebeach, and after- 
wards, by a mule-path, over a steep and thickly-wooded hUl of the 
primitive gi-owth — the whole mountain of which this is a spur, dense- 
ly covered with wood, presenting in many points masses of foliage 
of great richness and beauty. Our walk terminated at a cleav- 
ing, where preparations were making for the erection of a shanty 
of small timber, wiittled at the sides and ends, preparatory to 
10 
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being filled in with clay. The scene reminded me of parts of 
Otsego near Oooperstown in my hoytood, where the felling, and 
logging, and hurning of trees hy the first settlers were in progress. 
The tirater here, however, ia hy no means so tali and heavy aa 
the white pine and old hemlock of that region, and appears to he 
exclusively of hard wood. We saw, at too great a distance to 
admit of examination, two flowering trees with blossoms of most 
brilliant hues ; and were afterwards shown at the consulate a 
branch of an aaalia, loaded with flowers of the purest white varie- 
gated with bright cherry color. 

I must not omit to mention the very unexpected recognition 
of each other, by Captain Cathcart and myself yesterday. After 
taking leave of him the evening before, I said to Dr. C — ^ — , 
" The oftener I see the Consul, tho more I am persuaded I have 
met him before: it must have been at the Sandwich Islands," 
A similar impression it seems was on his mind; and he remarked 
to a party of officers, as the boat in which I was, shoved ofi', " I 

am sure I have known Mr. 8 somewhere ; but I have not 

been out of Brsail for twenty years — it must have been when I 
was whaling." To this, one replied, " it may have been at the 

Sandwich Islands, when Mr. S was a missionary there." " A 

missionary I is it possible that this Mr. S is the same ; now, 

I know all about him. I remember him well ; tho first time I 
was on shore ho invited me to ehuroh, and though I was an en- 
tire stranger to him, only a boat-steerer, he took me afterwards to 
dine with him and his lady." This being repeated to me, gave 
identity to my own rcminiseonec, and led to a very cordial greet- 
ing the next morning as old friends. 

My last walk, in this short visit of a week, was taken this 
afternoon, in company with Commodore McKeever and Dr. 

0- . It was on the island. We landed at one end of a long 

curving beach, beneath the rocky hluff which is surmoimted by the 
dilapidated fortress of San Jos6, now dismantled and abandoned. 
After enjoying tho view from its parapets, wo followed a path 
loading up the ridge of tho hill, till we gained ;i lofty point of 
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rock, commanding a wide etreteli of country to the eastward not 
in view from the ship. A part of this, embracing a circuit of 
many miles, waa level. It appeared to he well fitted for the cul- 
ture of rice, much of which is grown in St. Catherine, but appa- 
rently is unredeemed; a vast jungle in a state of nature, with- 
out indication of an inhahitant. The evening waa very finOj 
and the air so exhilarating, that we skipped and jumped from 
rock to rock, amidst hush and iiramhle, with a freedom we would 
not have ventured had we known what wo afterwards learnt, that 
the spot is noted for the venomous reptiles with which it abounds. 
Of these we saw none, however, and indulged in our gymnastics 
without fear. Indeed, I have not seen a Hving serpent or rep- 
tile of any kind since I have been in Braail : not a scorpion, and 
but one centipede, and that in a ship-chandler's in Eio de Janeiro. 
On onr return we passed, near the beach, grove after grove of 
orange trees, so laden with frait that the ground beneath was cov- 
ered, as in an apple-orchard at home, after the trees have been 
shaien in the gathering season. 
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June 20iA. — On entering thia port on tie IStli inst., wo all 
felt anew the exciting iniuenoe of ita wild and magnifioent scenery, 
and were constrained again to pronounce it viniivalledj by any 
llimg seen by ns in any part of the world. 

Tlie last report of the health of the place which had reached 
ua at Montevideo, was favorable. The yellow fever, after havmg 
prevailed a second season as an epidemic, was said to liave dis- 
appeared. Onr appreliensions on this point were excited for a 
time, however, as we came in, by perceiving the map-of-war 
anchorage to be entirely deserted. In place of three or four 
diiferent squadrons, English, Frencli, Brazilian, Portuguese and 
American, riding at their moorings, like a flock of water-fowl, not 
a solitary ship was discoverable : nor was there a sign of move- 
ment of any kind, on the wkole bay, Thia we thought ominous 
of bad news, but happily without just cause. The first boat 
from the shore, assured us of the good health of tbe port. Wkat- 
ever malaria may exist has lost its malignancy, and exhibits itself 
only in oases of imprudence and special exposure, in the milder 
types of intermittent fever. It is the winter season, or period at 
which the aun has reached its larthest remove in this latitude, 
and all nature is in double freshness and brilliancy. The coloring 
of the skies in the mornings and evenings is beautiful : thia is 



by Google 



WINTER WEATHER AT RIO. 221 

especially the case after sunset, when at times a golden and ver- 
milion glory has filled the west with a splendor I do not recollect 
to have seen aurpaased. The effect of this upon the pinnacled 
rocks and precipices of the mountaios— brought into hold relief 
by the shades of the hour — and upon the promontories and islets 
of the bay, the church and convent towers, and the leading 
architecture of the city, is gorgeou'^ This was particularly the 

case, an evening or two ago, while Di C and I were enjoying 

a stroll »ver Gloria Hill. Our progiess was aiiesfcd by it : and 
after standing for some time m silent admuation of tlie picture 
presented, from the elevated terriees m front of the church, we 
joined in the exclamation, " no words m our own or any other 
language can describe such a scene j-untmg itself could do no 
justice to it I " 

The temperature now, even at mid day, is not too hot for ex- 
ercise, the mean height of the thermometer being 73° Fahrenheit. 
The weather resembles that of tho finest in June at home; the even- 
ings and nights, however, are cooler. This is the general character 
of the weather fcom March to September ; and nothing in climate 
can be finer. During the rest of the year, the heat, with the 
raereury at mid-day at 90^, is oppressive and debilitating. 

We have renewed our aer^uaintanee pleiBintly with Don Jnaa 
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I have taken bat one new walk : this was through the valley of 
the Larangeiras, in company with Captain Mclntoah and Dr. 
. Much as I bad often admired its general features, in pass- 
ing through the open street of the Catete, from which it branches 
westward to the mountains, the heat of the weather, and ita dis- 
tance &om the ordinary landing, prevented a visit to it. It is a 
half mile, perhaps, in width at the entrance, but soon becomes 
only a narrow glen, terminating at the end of a couple or more 
miles, beneath the steep sides of the overhanging mountain. A 
fine carriage road winds through it, crossing and recrossing 
repeatedly a sparkling mount-ain stream, which brawls and bab- 
bies and murmurs, from aide to side. It ia charming through- 
out : BO quiet and secluded, so embowered and rural, so fcesh 
in atmosphere and luxuriant in growth, and so varied in the 
architecture of its dwellings, from tho ornamented villa and 
sculptured palace, to tie simplest and most humble of cottages. 
The orange and coffee tree, the banana and other broail-lcaved 
vegetation of the tropics, cluster thickly around ; and are over- 
shadowed by the loftier growth of the magnificent mango, tho 
towering palm, the feathery foliage of the tamarind and acacia, 
and here afid there that of the thorny cotton-tree or Bombax, with 
its trunk and limbs well guarded by tho defences which give to 
it a descriptive name. 

Eoses and jessamines, and brilliantly flowering creepers ; tho 
gay hybiscus, the thick-set bloom of the purplo bignonia, and 
the gorgeous glare of the poinsetta, meet the eye at evei'y turn, 
and fill the air with sweet perfumes. In contrast with our im- 
prisonment on board ship at Montevideo, it was a luxury scarcely 
appreciable by others, to stroll amidst such imagery ; with an 
occasional glimpse, through an open gateway or the ornamental 
ladings of an enclosure, of the fountains and grottoes, tho alcoves 
and bowers, the gravelled walks and tesselated pavements, the 
busts, the statues and statuettes, which embellish the grounds of 
those "rich in this world's goods." 

Near the head of the valley, a winding pathway on one side 
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leads up tte acclivity by steep ascent, to the line of tte aque- 
duct, fifteen Iiundi-ed feet above the level below. One section of 
this is peculiarly beautiful. It ovcrtangs tlie valley, and em- 
bowered overhead, rembded me forcibly and pleasantly m many 
of its features— with the exception of the tropical growth— of the 
gravelled terrace of the old road at Cooperstown, which leads to 
the " Mount Vison" of Cooper's Pioneers. In a secluded nook 
near by, is the residence of the British minister : an irregular 
cottage, buried in shade, and vocal with the murmurings of water- 
courses. After passing this, as we gained height after height, 
and- looked down with bird's-eye view, the Larangeiras and its 
Hurroundings seemed, in the lights and shades of the hour, like a 
sketch in fairy land. 

The fatality in the city, of the late epidemic, has led to the 
construction, recently, of great numbers of residences along the 
spurs and sides of tho mountains. One of these is just finished, 
near the point at which we reached the aqueduct. The site is 
superb; and, while resting feom the fatigue of the sharp ascent, 
we greatly enjoyed the magnificent prospect of both land and sea 
which it commands. From this point, the descent of five miles 
along the aqueduct to the city is so gradual, for the greater part 
of the way, as to be almost imperccptihle. For two miles the 
pathway is a lofty terraee, cut in the face of the mountfun for the 
course of the aqueduct, from which, beneath overhanging trees, 
youhiokuponone side, upon steep rocks and wild woods, and 
down on the other, as from the parapets of a lofty castle, upon 
a succession of views of cultivated and surprising beauty. lu- 
deed, the whole walk seemed to me like that through a picture- 
gallery of magnificently drawn, and gorgeously colored landscapes. 
The aqueduct does not follow a straight line, hut runs zigaag, at 
long, obtuse angles. The pathway is beside it, and in following 
its course, new and varied vistas, both before and behind, are 
constantly presented. The massive masonry, and finished work- 
manship of the time-marked, and moss-covered old structure, 
contrast strongly in then- a.spect of civilization, with the wild- 
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ness of the ovDrhanging cliffs and forests, while in many places, 
the gay coloring of the endless variety of lichens and orehidje 
which cover it, gives to the surface the appearance of richly 
variegated niarhle. 

Before we reached the city, the shades of the erening had 
gathered around us, as deeply as the moon near her second, quarter 
would allow. Many of the objects around and above us, were 
thus brought in bold outline against the sky. This effect was 
particularly beautiful, where the palm or cocoa-^nut tree spread 
its long and graceful plumage, in dark masses upon the light 
boyond. 

The last strilcing picture which met the eye a 
the hill of Santa Theresa, was that of a famUy, j, 
arbor of roses and honeysuckle, canopied with clustering bigno- 
nia, on the angle of a wall twenty feet above our heads, silently 
enjoying in the twilight the last fannings of the sea-breeze, while 
from the towers of the coaveut close by, the vesper bell sent 
forth its silvery sounds in iavitationa to prayer. 

_ June 26(A.— It is to the Komish Church that wc are here 
chiefly indebted for every thing in the way of spectacle. Two 
principal feast days have occurred within the week past : that of 
Corpus Christ, on the 19th, and that of 8l John the Baptist on 
the 24th inst. The fete of Corpus Christi was observed with 
great display. It was instituted by Urban IT., sis hundred 
years ago, in honor of the then newly adopted doctrine of transub- 
8tantiation,and consequent adoration of the host. Its legendary 
origin is traced to Juliana, a nun of Liege, who, while looking at 
the full moon, saw a gap in its orb, and by peculiar revelation 
from heaven, learned that the moon represented the Christian 
Church, and the gap the want of a festival for the adoration of 
the body of Christ, in the consecrated wafer. This she was to 
begin to celebrate, and to announce to the world. The authori- 
zation of the festival by papal bull, was induced by the following 
miraculous incident. While a priest, who did not believe in the 
change of the bread into the body of Christ, was going throu«-h 
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fJie ceremony of fcenediotioQ, drops of blood fell upon hia sur- 
plice, which, when he endeavored to conceal them in the folds of 
his garment, were formed into bloody images of the host. His 
scepticism was thus overcome ; and the hull of Urban, authoriE- 
ing the adoration, was published. This occurred in 1264, and 
the bloody surplice is still showa at Civita Vecchia as a relic ! 

In Rio de Janeiio is 'n all pipal countries Corpus Christi 
is a chief festival in the yea It celebrat on was c mmenced 
at the dawn of day, by a gene al j eal of the bells f om eve y 
church and convent towe by the boom ng of cannon along the 
shores, and the bias nj, nl criclrl ng f oekets u the sliy 
Flags were every whc e unf rled Iraj er s of s Ik and sat n of 
gold and silver tissi e of d ma k a d el et of every h e were 
displayed, from tho w nlows a d balcoa es of the ho se n th 
principal streets ; and the ■« ndo f the p lace om mcnted on 
the outside with rich hing ngs of cr m on damiak H ^h ma s 
was performed in tl e mper al hapel at 11 o clock Th s Vi 
now opened for the first tune afte havngieenfo a yea unde ^o 
ing a thorough renovation, by legildmg and new pamtiug m fiesco. 
The effect is rich and chaste. On either side of the nave, between 
the entrance and the transept, are the shrines of the apostolic 
saints, above which haug paiutiags of each with the accustomed 
emblems of their individuality ' Thi, Supper," by a master, 
ornaments the altar of a aidu chipd at one end of the transept, 
and a beautifully executed and classjcally draped e&gy of St. 
Julian in was, in a sarcophagus of gU'is adorns the other. The 
altar-piece of the grand altar covers the entire end of the chapel 
within the ohancel. The subject is the assumption of the Vir- 
gin, The royal family of Portugal — at the time of the immigra- 
tion—in attitudes of adoration, occupy the foreground: the 
Queen mother, John VI. and his wife, Carlota of Spain, and 
Don Pedro I., then a lad, bemg the chief figures. 

The imperial body-guard in state dresses, with halberds at 
rest, early formed in linos on either side of the nave from the 
entrance to the transept. The intervening space, newly car- 
10* 
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petod, was in reaerre for tb.6 ministers of state, the officora of 
the housetold, and other dignitariea of tlio Empire. A procea- 
sioa of tieae aoon made its appearance from a vesting-roOm com- 
municating with the palace, and opened in file along tl n f 
the paasage of the bishop and his ecclesiastical att 1 t t 
the chancel, and of the Emperor, who followed th m t a 
pied th th high 'altar. The Empress Ih 11 

had al dj t 1 the imperial trihnno facing the th Th 

bisliop w n f 11 p latic dress, wexiring his mit nd b mg 
the g Id d mhlematic of his ofBce. Wh n th hap 1 

was thus fill d th ip d'ceil presented a brilliant ene n th 
masse f h mb deries in gold; the jewelled d t n t 
the dign ta f t te ; and the eoni-t dresses of the different 

claase f th a t acy. These last were chiefly of velvet in rich 
hues, 1 n d w th wh t silk — purple, maroon, maaarine and sky 
blue, light and dark green, and here and there a suit of the same 
of plain black. 

The orchestra waa fiiii, and embraced the best performers of 
the opera company, both vocal and instrumental. As the service 
proceeded, the varied attitudes and groupings in the chancel and 
at the altar, of the ofliciating priests 

" Glaring in gems and gay in woven gold i " 

the floating incense ; the harmony of the duo, the trio, and the 
quartette ; the touching strains of the solo ; and the burst of the 
full chorus, coidd scarcely fail to impi-ess the senses. And 
when added to this general effect, at the elevation of the host 
each halberdier, with battle-axo reversed, dropped on his 
bended knee ; every courtier bowed his forehead to the ground ; 
the bishop humbled himself at the steps of the altar, and the 
Emperor kneeled on the platform of his throne ; the whole ta- 
bleau was one most striking in its dramatic show. Externally all 
was a profoundness of adorsition, which, directed spiritually to 
the Godhead, would have beeu irresistibly impressive; but 
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addressed to a mere wafer, and to he regarded as gross idolatry, 
it was both pfunful to the mind and saddening to tie heart. 

Long before the terminatioa of the mass, a procession was 
marshalled in front of the chapel in the palaee-square, await- 
ing the addition from the church of the eeclesiaBtics and the 
court, before moving through some of the principal streets. The 
leading group was unique ; and apparently the most attraotive 
part to the surrounding crowds. It consbted of a colossal effigy 
of St. George, in knightly armor, mounted upon a splendidly 
caparisoned charger from the Emperor's stud, led by a groom in 
oriental dress. An armor-beaier in black mail, and other attend- 
ants in characteristio costume, formed the suite; whileadoaea 
led horses in homings of green oloth, stiff with the imperial arms 
ill ma^ve silver, completed the cortege of the pasteboard saint 
All else iu the show was purely eoolesiastio, with a great display of 
the varied costumes and erablematio devices of the Romish 
Church. At the end of the religious service, the dignitaries, both 
of Church and State, fell into the line, and were followed by the 
host, borne by the bishop beneath a fringed and tasselled canopy 
of oloth of gold, one of the gilt supporters of which was held 
by the Emperor with uncovered head. 

Don Pedro, wherever seen, bears inspection well ; and carries 
with him as much of the impress of his station as any monarch I 

There was no public procession on St. John's day, but its 
approach was heralded by a great setting off of rockets and other 
. fireworks the night previous, and the glare of bonfires in different 
pad* of the city. These were seen with fine effect from the ship ; 
especially the rockets, with the dark mountains for a back- 
ground. The evening following was observed in a similar man- 
ner : altogether like the night of the fourth of July at home. 
At every respectable-looking house, fireworks of more or less 
elaborate workmanship were displayed ; rockets of all descriptions 
were shooting in brilliant corrusoatioiis through the air; and illu- 
minated balloons sent up, while colored lamps, thieldy clustered 
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upon the convents crowning the liillg, flashed tlirougli tlie dark- 
ness like diadems of diamonds. 

J%Jy 2rf. — On a former visit at Rio, I gave jou some aeeount 
of the Ifoimdling Hospital and Eemale Orphan Asjlnm, in con- 
nection with the marriage of an Sieve of the last. This is the 
second of July, the fSte day of St. Elizabeth— that on which 
the asylum is open to visitors, and on 'which, usually, the mar- 
riages of such of the inmates as are under engagement take 
place. The Emperor and Empress were among the visitors to- 
day, and sanctioned hy their presence the mai-riage of four couples 
in the chapel. The anniversary had been fixed iipon, for throw- 
ing open to public inspection a new building for the Hospital of 
the Miserioordia, of which both the Foundling Hospital and 
Orphan Asylum are appendages. I improved the opportunity 
tfl pass through the wards of the sick. These were in the 
most perfect order and neatness. Every possible provision seemed 
to be made for the care and comfort of the inmates ; and the 
whole establishment gave evidence of fulfilling the benevolence 
of its design. 

The practical benevolence of the Romish Church is exhibited 
in no form more genei-al and commendable, than in the caie which 
is taken of the poor and the sick. Eio abouada in hospitals for 
these. Some are connected with convents op monasteries, and 
others are separate and independent institutions. They are 
founded and sustained by incorporated societies, corresponding in 
their general features with the voluntary organizations with us at 
home for philanthropic and charitable purposes, but here called 
brotherhoods. These are of various names ; that of the Miseri- 
oordia or " House of Mercy," is the largest and most wealthy, 
and owes its origin, nearly three centuries ago, to tie piety and 
benevolence of the celebrated Jesuit, Anohieta. The hospital is 
situated on the bay beneath Castle Hill. Its doors are open at all 
hours, night and day, to the sick of both sexes, of all religious 
aud of every country and color, without any form or condition of 
admittance : all receive gratuitously the ablest medical attend- 
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anoe and the beat nursing and care. TIio uumbera of its p 
amoimt to thousands jeai-Ij, tlie proportion of deaths occurring 
being about one-fifth of the whole received. 

The original building is old, and lias been long insufficient in 
its dimensions and convenience, for the numerous applicants for 
relief. A new structure has been for ten jears and more in pro- 
gress on aa adjoining site. A large section of this, two-thirds of 
the whole plan, is now completed, and was opened to the public 
for the first time to-day. The edifice is a noble straoture. The 
facade on the street of the part finished being four hundred feet. 
It is four stories in height, and is surmounted, in the centre, by a 
finely proportioned and synmietrical dome. The whole presents 
the finest architectural feature of the city, in the approach 
from the sea. The interior throughout is palace-like. The plan 
is admirably arranged for ventilation aod light, and embraoea 
y m d -n improvement for the insorance of cleanliness and 
pu ty The structure is quadrangubir. The parts already fin- 
ish d n I e two spacious courts, beautifully laid out in walks 
mt m ngl d with flower-gardens and shrubberies, as places of 
ex t the convalescent. Each is ornamented with a foun- 

t n wl n the building shall be completed, corresponding courts 
on the new part are to be added. The perspective through the 
long corridors and the lofty wards, which communicate with each 
other the whole length by folding-doors, is exceedingly fine : 
indeed, the whole structure is a credit to the civilization of the 
age, and is a splendid monument of the munificence and bene- 
volence of the Brotherhood of Mercy. 

The institution embraces a department for the msane. For 
the separate accommodation of such patients, another imperial-like 
structure is in progress and nearly completed, on the beautiful 
bay of Botafogo. It already attracts the eye of the stranger 
entering the port, more than any other object in the surrounding 
panorama. Of this the Emperor has been a principal and muni- 
ficent patron. 

The possessions and funded capital of the Misericordia are 
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very great. The dying bequests of the charitable, in money and 
in real estate, for the long period of centuries, with the advance 
of value in property, make it one of the most richly endowed in- 
stitirtions of the Empire, and insure pei-petuity to ita worthy and 
Chriat-Klre charities. Membership is secured by the payment of 
an initiation fee and an annual subscription : this guarantees the 
right to a support in sickness and in poverty, and to the religious 
a of the church in burial. Members to the brotherhoods 
ived at any age, even that of the merest childhood. On one 
1, 1 witnessed the ceremonies of an initiation to the frater- 
nity of the Canaelitea. It took place with much ceremony in the 
church of the order. A very large number were received, and in- 
cluded boys fl-om the ages of five and six years to full manhood. 
Assembled in the sacristy, each placed over his ordinary dress 
a cape or mantle of silk, the badge of the order on occasions of 
ceremony, and each reoeiving from the appointed of&cers a conse- 
crated amulet, a girdle of patent leather, and a rosary, walked 
in procession to the grand altar of the church. The whole build- 
ing was in high decoration, with a superb display of gold and sil- 
ver plate on the altar, and of reading desks of solid silver in the 
chancel. The dresses of the officiating priests, and the officers of 
the society, were new and rich ; and the music of the first order. 
The ceremonies of the initiation consisted in verbal pledges on 
the part of the novitiates, anointings, crossings, sprinklings with 
holy water, and perfuming with incense, and were followed with 
showers of rose-leaves scattered widely from silver salvers, over 
the newly received. 

July 'I'M. — The principal incident of the last few days has 

been a wedding, on the 20th, in the famUy of Mr. E , the 

bride being MJss K , his daughter. The marriage took place 

at the residence of Mr M , the maternal grandfather of the 

lady, who holds a chief place among the merchant princes of 
Kio. It ia situated seven or eight mUes westwai'd from the city, 
beyond the valley of Engenlio Vclho, beneath the juountalas of 
Tcjuoa. Our com m and er-in- chief, to a seat with whom I had been 
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ittvited, is a man of great dmplioity in his habits of life, and 
averse to any thing like display in his movements. The appear- 
ance, thore&re, of a showy equipage -with four horses— as the car- 
riage wHch ho had directed to he hi waiting at the landing— took 
him quite by eurpriae, and led to an order immediately for tJie 
dismissal of two of tlie animals ; bat to this the coachman objected 
so strongly, with the assurance from Hs master that the four 
would be found necessary before reaching our destination, and 

that no one ever drore to Mr. M 's with a single pair, that 

the Commodore was obliged to submit. So, ordering his valet, 
who happened to be in attendance, to mount to his place— that 
there might be some keeping in the turn-out— we were off with 
a whirl, four-iu-hand. 

The drive, for the greater part of the way, was the same we 

had made in our visits to the country-seat of Mr. E . "Wlide 

yet a couple of miles from our destination, we had full proof of 
the desirableness at least, of having four horses to the carriage. 
Though there has scarcely been any rain for a fortnight past, the 
road through the flat all y "n so'l f stiff clay, became so 
heavy that it was difll f h f u s. us from being fixed 
in the mire, in which h wh a we sunk to the hubs. 

In due time, howeve w h d h J gateway, by which 

the broad domain of M M n d This is a semicir- 
cular structure ofwh mb whmsso gates and railmg 
of cast iron in rich patterns : erected at a cost of more than sevou 
thousand dollars. The drive from this to the house is a broad 
avenue of closely planted mango trees. The mango is one of 
the noblest of what may be called the civilized trees of the coun- 
try, in contradistinction to the natives of the forest. In its lofti- 
ness, roundness of top, wide-spread limbs, and thickset foli^e 
of deep green, it resembles the black ash of the Middle States, 
more than any tree familiar to you, which occurs to my recollec- 
tion at the moment : the general outline is perhaps more spreading. 
It is the season of its blossoms, though these are not yet in full 
display. The flowers come out in spikea, like those of the horse 
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chestnut, and rise thickly over tte wtolc tree. Their color, while 
now yet in bud, varies from a light pea-green to a brownish red, 
the general effect being like that of the common ehestnut when 
in bloom ; when fully blown, however, the flowers are white. 
These, when close at hand, contrast beautifully with the dark 
green of the leaf; but, at a distance, present an almost indistin- 
guishable mass of whiteness. 

The want of neatness and good keeping ia the grounds of 
Brazilian country-houses is observable, even in those of Mr. 

M , though Ms residence is ijuite a palace, and hia wealth 

estimated by millions. The mansion, is of stone, massively built, 
and about eighty feet sciuare. The general height is two stories, 
but a central section, having an ornamented pediment and entab- 
lature, rises to three. It is in the Italian style, with balustrades 
around the flat roof surmounted by marble vases filled with aloes. 
The fagade in extent and in general effect reminds me of the 
President's house at Washington. A spacious portico with tes- 
selated pavements, leads into a lofty hall, from which a staircase 
with a double flight of steps conducts to the drawing-rooms, on the 
second floor. The principal rooms of the ground floor are a din- 
ing-hall, ball-room, music-room, and chapel The views are beau- 
tifuL That in front commands the entire plain, filled with the 
country-houses of the rich and their surroundings, the spires and 
towers of Bio, and the mountains across the bay, in the distance ; 
and that in the rear, a great variety of wild mountain scenery, in 
primitive luxuriance and solitude, close at hand. 

We were among the first to arrive, but were quickly followed 
by a large company, among whom were many richlj attiicd hdies 
Kich and fashionable dress is hero peculiarly a passion with the 
sex ; and I was told by a gentleman present, when speakmg on 
the subject, that a lady would not think of moving m general 
society in Eio, without an allowance for the toilette of at least 
two thousand dollars a year. 

The groom being an Englishman, the marriage as a civil ton 
tract had taken place early in the day, at the British Consulate : 
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lio ticing a Protestant also, while the bride is a Eoman Catholic, 
the religioua rites were twofold — Soinish and Protestant Episco- 
pal, Contrary to the usage at home, tho bridal party joined 
the general company in the drawing-rooms while the guests wero 

assembling. When all expected had arrived, Mr. fli , tlie 

grandfather, who in the Eomish ceremony was to give away the 
bride, approached, and taiing her by the hand, led the long pro- 
cession to the private chapel below. The service was performed 
by tho priest of the Parish, who is also the family chaplain, in 
the sacci-dotal robes of Hs grade. 

It was in the Portuguese language, and much abreviated, we 
were told, from the fact that one of the parties was a Protestant. 
Immediately after tUe benediction, when the parties had been pro- 
claimed man and wife, female servants in the rear of the chapel 
scattered from baskets of silver, over the bride and her party, as 
she turned from the altar to meet the embraees of her friends, 
hatidfuls of freshly gathered rose-leaves and orange-blossoms. 
The effect, as fluttering lightly through the air they fell in thick 
showers on the group and the whole company, was pootic and 
pretty. 

The Protestant ceremony, conducted by tie Key. Mr. G-raham, 
Eector of the British church in the city, took place immediately 
afterwarife in the principal drawing-room, a magnificent apart- 
ment, with hangings and furniture of crimson damask and dec- 
orations of gold. The closing scene here, in place of the shower 
of rose-leaves and orange-flowera of the chapel, was the tableau 
presented by the bride kneeling on a rich footstool in the midst 
of her bridesmaids, reoeivmg with bowed head and tearful eyes 
the touehmg blessmg with which the Episcopal rite ends. 

The marriage-feast, of sixty covers, was served in the ball- 
room, a lofty hall with decorations in white and gold. The en- 
tertainment, in the display of china, gl^s, and plate, and of flow- 
era in vases of Sfivres manufacture; in ornamental confectionery, 
and the profusion of luxurious viands, was all that wealth in its 
liberality and taste in its artistic exercise could command. 
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On shipboard, two incidenta of mora than commonplace inte- 
rest have occurred sinco my last date. One is tte departure for 

the United States of Lieut. E in ill health from the effects of 

the climate. In this, the wai-droom mess and the ship sustain a 
great loss. He is one of the most interesting young men I have 
known in the service. Firm in principle, cultivated in mind, clear 
in judgment, prudent in action, and accomplished in his profession, 
lie exhibits great symmetry of character as aa officer, while tho 
frankness and polish of his manners, and the warmth of his affec- 
tions, make him attractive as a companion and dear as a friend. 

My last interview with him before he left the ship was most 
gratifying to me, from the assurance it gave, that to the many 
other attractions of his character there would be added, imme- 
diately on his arrival home, that of openly avowed membership 
with the Church of Christ. Nothing during our craise has im- 
parted to me such unfeigned satislaction ; indeed the result of our 
conversation on this subject, was a joy I cannot well express. 

The other incident was of a painfully different nature : one 
of tho'je outbreak- i h' h 1 g t g d ink h Id 't y 

raaij m p t gl t dll t m 

ff f Ily g ard g t b d fw T 1 

tmthLg hb Ithmtf bl I IB, 

gd^-ipli d Igod ItCttmt 

fi f 1 d dj b d 1 t b th I 1 

f h f th w B t th ^ f th 18th t 1 t 

th kst gu t f I ty— ml t fh t f wh h I g 

t to! h d 1 ft th hp t b am k wn th t 
U 1 qtthdb Idlldtht 

m y f th m w mt tel S ty ty w 

b y d U If t 1 d m dd d by m t It 

and insuboidmate to the officers who attempted to restram them. 
In .the darkness of the deck, it was difficult to distinguish the 
ringleaders ; and after these were secured in double irons, they 
made the rest of the night hideous, by their boisterous profanity 
and drunken ribaldry. 
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The mveatijj'itioii of the matter showod tiiat the ' dinkey,' a 
smiU bolt u'5h1 is a tender hy the mesaenger-boys and servants in 
coiimuuicating with the storo, had inadvertently been left afloat 
a tem in place of b ing hoisted from the water as usual, before 
daik One or two of the crew made their way to this, and buc-. 
teeded in biingmg off from the shore, liquor sufficient to have 
intoxicated the whole ship's company. It was freely offered to ail, 
but sixty or set enty only would partake of it ; a fact speaking well 
fir the mass m o )ntradistinetion to the few. Still, such an 
utbrLik though Imnted to a small number, and those the veriest 
\ gab>uda on board is disheartening to those who believe in the 
liacticability of maintaining the discipline and good order of a 
skip, by i ruk of kmdness. 

ihe conteiuence of this conduct was a kind of ijuarantine of 
the hip the nest day; no boats were allowed to leave for the 
shoie itid both officers and men rcmamed on board. It was Satur- 
day, and I had not sufficiently recovered from the shock before 
the Sabbath, to throw off a despondency in regard to any high 
results from the preaching of the Gospel to such hearers, or to 
overcome a feeling that I was speaking but to the wind. There 
is never a want, however, of tlie listening ear ; and I felt reproved 
for ray unbelief by the first chapter of the Bible read at the 
service, in which occurs the declaration ; 

" As the rmii comctli down, and lie snow fi'om heaven, 
And retnmBtli not ttiitbec, 
Ent waterefli the earth, 
And makelii it bnng fortli and' bud, 

That it may give Seed to the sower, and liread to tlie eater ; 
So shall my word be that goeHi fortji ont of my mouth i 
It shall not retnrn imto ma void, 
But it shall accomplisll that whicli I please, 
And it stall prosper in tlie thing whei'eunto I send it. 
Instead of the thorn— sliall come up the fir ti'se, 
And uistead of the hrier— shall come up the myrtle tree. 
And it shall he to the Lord for a name, 
For an everlasting agn, that shall not be unt off." 
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I waa the more impressed with this reproof to my d 
dencj, oa returning to my room, by aecidentaliy falling u 
paraplirase of the same truth, in the following Teises : 

" Ye who thick iho Tnitli ye sow 

Lost beneath the winter's snow. 

Doubt not Time's nnerring law 

Yet shall bring the genial thaw. 

God in nature ye can trust : 
Is the Giocl of grata less jnst ? 

Workers on the barren soil. 
Yours may seem a thonltless toil ; 
Sick at heart with hope deferred. 
Listen to Iho cheering word i 

" Now the faithful sower grieves — 
Soon he'U hind his goldea sheaves." 

I£ -flie Almighty hare decreed — 
Man may lalwr, jet Uie seed 
Neyer in his life shall grow. 
Shall the sower cease to sow ? 

The fairest ffuit may yet be homo 
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September SOih. — New aspects in the political affairs of tlio 
La Plata, led to the return of the Congresa to this place, early 
last month. Previous to onr departure from Eio de Janeiro, 
the U. S. steamer Susquehanna, bearing the flag of Commo- 
dore Aulick, of the Mast Indian squadron, arrived there, bring- 
ing as passengers, the Hon, Mr. Schenck, charge d'affaires at 
the court of Brazil, and the Hon. Mr. Pendleton, commissioned 
with the same office to the Argentine Confederation. This last 
gentleman eame to Montevideo in the Congress, on his way to 
Buenos Ayies. 

The French Government not having sanctioned the articles of 
pacification, agreed upon by Admiral Le Predour and Gfeneral 
Orihe, a year and more ago, the armistice between the belliger- 
ent parties oe slore is terminated. Hostilities are again com- 
menced by the interchange of occasional shots between the out- 
posts, and now and then a slight skirmish, in which a few persons 
on both sides are wounded, and sometimes one or two killed. 

The change would be comparatively of little importance, as 
to the promise of any speedy issue, were it not for simultaneous 
movements connected with it, on the part of Eraai! on the one 
side, and two of the prmcipal States of the Argentine Confederacy 
— those of Entre-Rios and Corrientes— on the otJier. By refer- 
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enoe to an atlas, it will bo perceived that the cLief riyers, whose 
confluent watera form the Eio de la Plata — the Uruguay, the 
Parana, and tte Paraguay, corresponding in their extent and 
their importance to the broad ■valleys through which they flow 
with the Ohio, the Missotiri, and the Mississippi of tte Northern 
Continent — have their rise in Brazil, and, in their course, border 
her territories for long distances. The free navigation of these is 
essential to her interests. One chief object in the policy of Rosas, 
however, has been to keep them closed to all foreign commerce, 
that the trade of the confederacy might centre exclusively in 
Baenos Ayres; and thus to enrich and aggrandize her, at the sac- 
rifice of tho interest hoth of Brazil and of the. sister republics of 
the confederation. All negotiation on tie part of the court of 
Brazil, to secure free access to the interior of the Empire by the 
tributaries of the Plata, having proved abortive, that govern- 
ment has determined to try the effect of arms. General Urquiza, 
the President of the States of Entie Bios and Oorrientes, long 
the principal coadjutoi of Ec^as, and the mirat successful and 
distinguished of his soldiers, weaiy of his tyranny, and opposed 
to his narrow-minded atfli selfish pohey, has entered into a com- 
pact with Brazil to iid m the accomplishment of her purpose. 
The first object to ho att^med !s the overthrow of Oribe, and 
the consequent relief of Montevideo from siege; and thus to lay 
the basis for a joint attack on Buenos Ayres. Urquiza, with a 
force of fifteen or twenty thousand Entre-Bians and Oorrientans, 
is approaching in one direction ; and the Baron Casias, having an 
equal force of Brazilian infantry and artillery, in another : while 
a squadron, consisting of a frigate, two sloops of war and three 
steamers, nnder the command of Admiral Grenfell, has arrived 
from Rio, and is at anchor near us. 

This determination of Urquiaa, as the governor of two of the 
principal Argentine States, and the publio measure by which it 
was avowed, have led to a striking proof of the mendacity, by 
which it is charged that Rosas has hitherto sustained his despotic 
sway. It is said, and with no little show of truth, that his whole 
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system of goTOrnmeal^Jiotwithstaiiding tbe lioaated patriotism, 
disinterested and self- sacrificing toil in tlie public service, wLich 
tlie press and arcliivcs of the confederacy printed by liia order and 
uuder his immediate personal control, attribute to Mm— is but 
a cunningly devised tissue of deception and falsity. 

For years, it has been the custom of Rosas formally to ten- 
der to the representatives of the confederation, the resignation of 
his office as Minister for Foreign Affeirs, pleading to be released 
from it, on the grounds of the great burden of the cha,rge, his 
advancing age, broken constitution, and declining health. This 
is invariably followed by the most laudatory and fulsome pane- 
gyrics, from the leading members of the House, upon his charac- 
ter—the value of his past services, and the necessity of their con- 
tinuance, and the unanimous resolution that he shall still fill the 
oface : it being well known that not a member dare— even if he 
had the secret will— to more or second the acceptance of the prof- 
fered resignation. The Archive Argentine, or Government Eegis- 
ter, printed in English, and Ereceh, and Spanish, and sent widely 
over the civOized world, is filled with the record of these poUtieal 
farces. This year, however, TJrquiaa, as the Prraident or Gover- 
nor of Entre-Eios and Corrientes, promptly accepted the resigna- 
tion ; and by public proclamation, released Rosas from all further 
charge of the foreign relations of those States. The address of 
Rosas to the House of Representatives, in view of this defection, 
has just been issued. It is strikingly characteristic of the man, 
and is a curiosity, both as a literary production and a document 
of State. As such, I furnish it to you entire, though not respon- 
sible for the translation; that ia by 'authority,' and is taken 
from the official print. 

The first two lines of the motto it bears are the prescribed 
caption of every official paper, from the most important to the 
most trifling; and are stamped on the badges, Htherto universally 
worn by the Argentines. The third line is an addition just de- 
creed. The terms " Unitarian" and " Federal," designate the 
original parties in the confederation ; the first being applied to 
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those who are in favor of a consolidated government, eimilar to 
that of the United States, and tho last to those who advocate 
that of the compact at present existing. Under Eosas, tho Uni- 
tarian party hecame outlawed and in effect exterminated. 
Long Lite tub Ae.sentinb Conpedi! ratios I 
Dkath to the Ruthless, Loatusome Unitahians ! 
Death to tub Isbank Trajtor, the Ruthless Unii'arian 
UuquizA ! 
Palekmo pb San Benito, Sept, 15th, 1851 — 
Year the 42d of Liberty, 36th of our Indepeudenee, and 22d of 

the Argentine Confederation — 
To the Honorable House of Representatives — 

MeSSIEUJIS RBPRESENTATlVJiS : — 

To command the Repnhlio during a long period of agitation 
and social disorder; to save the country from fratricidal war; to 
accompany it in the glorious defence of its liberties ; and contri- 
bute t p t from the ambition of the destructive and 
treach u b d f utiilesa unitarians, was the eminently hon- 
orable fh t the Argentine people imposed upon me, and 
which I grat i lly pted with the eathusiasm and love due to 
my eo t y nd t my fellow-cifciaens. 

Aft mm bl epoch, in which was assigned to the Argen- 
tine Confederation the glory of consolidating its independence, 
overwhelming its enemies ; and to the uadersigaed, the distin- 
guished honor of presiding over it ; after the RepubHc had sup- 
pressed iatemal anarchy and waa in the enjoyment of peace, de- 
veloping its elements of prosperity, I considered the moment had 
arrived to resign the supreme command, to which I had been ex- 
alted by the spontaneous, reiterated suffrage of my countrymen, 
— and I earnestly requested you to appoint another citizen as 

You refused to admit my fervent prayer — the inhabitants of 
this province also opposed it with feiad firmness, and exercising the 
right of petition, begged your honors to persist in not acceding 
to my repeated tenders of resignation ; and the Provinces of the 
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Confederation, espressiug their wisbes through their Honorablo 
Legislatures and Goyernmenta, likewise exacted, with generous 
interest, my oontinuatiou at the head of the national affairs, as 
the means of insuring the present happy condition of the Eepuh- 
lio, and of preparing for it a glorious future. 

Overpowered by such decision, and so much henevolenee ; 
oppressed hya deep-felt gratitude toward the Argentine Federals, 
yet destitute of words becomingly to express those feelings, I pre- 
sented to your honors, to my fellow-citizens, and to the confeder- 
ate provinces, the homage of my most ardent and profound 
acknowledgment — I recognized with veneration the immense 
debt which the magnanimous vote of the republic imposed upon 
me, but unwilling to sacrifice to grateful emotions the sacred 
interests of my country, I continned vehemently yet respectfully 
to demand from your honors and the confederate provinces a suc- 
cessor, who, unbiassed by the scruples arising from my republican 
views, could co-operate more efficaciously than myself, to the 
aggrandizement of our dearly beloved oountry. 

The tranquillity which the Eepublic experienced, the union 
which prevailed throughout its provinces, the wisdom with which, 
ameliorating its institutions, it expanded the resources of its wel- 
fare, aud the external peace which its loyal, upright and generous 
policy towards all nations foreshadowed, indicated to me that the 
moment had presented itself for resigning the command, without 
injury to the nation. 

Animated by bo cheering a conviction, I insisted in my fervid 
renunciation before your honors, aod the confederate Provinces, 
believing that my prayer, the sincerity of my words, and the 
cogency of my reasons, would duly influence the minds of the 
Argentine people, and induce them to accede to my separation 
from the supreme authority. 

But while I expected this, and the undisturbed state of the 
Republic warranted me to entertain such a hope ; at this very 
moment, the insane traitor, the ruthless unitarian Urquiaa, raised 
tlio standard of rebellion and anarchy. Aspiring ^g apvpr, with his 



by Google 



242 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

degi'aded sword, the boni^ that unite the people of Entre-Kios 
to the confederation, and to coDstitute himself the arbiter of the 
Argeutines, he iguominiously sold himself to the Bvazilian G-overn- 
ment, that, persisting in its obstinate ambition, has invaded and 
attacked, wifi. unprecedented treachery, the territory and the 
Independence of the Bepublies of the Plata. 

In so solemn a crisis for the Argentine community, when its 
loyal sons, displaying, as at all times, their renowned valor, rise 
in arms to resist and chastise their enemies, avenging so many 
and such scandalous outrages ; when they prepare themselves with 
sublime self-denial for the most honorable efforts, I have received 
a new declaration from the Confederate Provinces, that perempto- 
rily demands my continuance in the supreme command, and of 
which you will be informed by the correspondence that I will 
have the honor of presenting. 

And since the nation so demands it of me, in such critical 

m m t f t t q illity ; since in the presence of violent for- 

g gg d an unexampled rebellion, my compatriots 

q t m t mpany them in the post I occupy, to defend 

d p d d national honor ; since the Republio, exas- 

p ted by th d us hostilities of the Brazilian Government, 

d tl t f the ruthless Unitarians, prepares to retaliate 

th h i th y have precipitated ; at so notable an epoch I 

if II refuse, honorable Eepresentatives, my 

t tl Government, provided your honors, niy com- 

1 t t d th C federate Provinces consider that it may be 

Tis fnl A y t the national welfare. 

C t tly w tl my principles, my obligations, and my repu- 

t t I h f lly d f t th 11 f th P 1 blic in the actual 

t d th tmui m th p me command, I 

Iswllh th gib t p ^mg my beloved fed- 

1 mp ft th h 1 t t vindicating the 

t «d 1 p d d gl J tt k d by th perfidious Bra- 

1 C b t byth thl 1 h m U fuans, and by the 

ine traitor, the ruthless unitai'ian Urquiza, 
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Ik accordance with thia determination, I therefore present 
myself, in the same manner aa the loyal Avgentinea, resolved to 
fulfil once more my reiterated pledge, of sacrificing all in defence 
of the order, the liberty, and the honor of the Confederation. 

My fellow-citizens, who have always found me participating 
in their difficulties, will now find me the same, with sound and 
robust health, and always consistent with those principles. They 
will see that, if when the Kopuhlic enjoyed peace and tranquillity, 
I desired to withdraw from the supreme command, to continue 
my serTices in some other subaltern post, where I might have 
performed them to advantage, now that new enemies of the Con- 
federation appear, and that the loathsome band of the ruthless 
Unitarians, headed by the insane traitor, ruthless unitarian 
TTrqniza, dares to raise its bloody standard, here I am, ready at 
the call of the nation, and with energy equal to my duties, and 
to the hopes of the public, willing to contend in union with the 
virtuous Argentine Federals, tUl we have left triumphant and 
consolidated, the independence, the rights, the dignity, and the 
future fate of the nation. 

This, Messrs. Representatives, is the resolution J have adopt- 
ed in view of the present events and circumstances. 

And desiring ere now to transmit it to your knowledge, I had 
the honor of announcing it verbally to the Honorable President, 
and to one of the deputy seeretaries of yonr honorable Corpora- 
tion, reijuesting the former, on reporting it to the Honorable 
Representatives, at the first session they might have, to reiterate 
to them my profound gratitude. 

God preserve your honors for many years. 

J(;an JIanuet. dm Eosas. 

Oatober Qlh. — Affairs ou shore are rapidly approaching a crisis. 
Oribe, who led his troops westward some days ago, to meet the 
advancing force of Urquiza, has been driven back into what has 
been so long his besieging camp ; and, cut off both from the in- 
terior and the river, he is virtually the besieged instead of tiig 
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besieger. Deserted already by some of his troojB, who hare 
joiaed the advancing enemy ; limited in the supply of piovisions 
for those who remain ; and daily more and more closely eaeircled, 
he must speedily capitulate, or fall in an laneq^ual conflict. 

The estemal aspect of the region about the Mount is com- 
pletely changed. Instead of the utter desertion which has hith- 
erto marked it, without a sign of man or heast oyer its whole 
extent, it now exhibits every where the animation and activity of 
a bee-hive. A detachment of Urquiza's cavalry, in charge of 
vast herds of cattle for the subsistence of his army, has taken 
possession of the Mount; and their horses, tethered and gracing, 
are passing up and down its sides, from the beach to the little for- 
tress on the summit, and run straying about in every direction. 
The intervening heights of the country, are crested with 
mounted videttes, almost within gun-shot of the encampment and 
batteries of Oribe, as if the force of which they are the advance 
guard was already in battle array ; presenting, through a glass, 
picturesque and striking objects, as they stand with poised lances 
and fluttering pennons, in strong relief against the sky. It was 
confidently expected, from the general appearance of things, that 
an assault would take place last night; but it passed without 
any thing more than a random shot occasionally from a musket, 
and now and then the booming of a great gun. 

During the long siege of nine years, a large town, numbering 
eight or ten thousand inhabitants, haa grown up in the vicinity 
of the encampment of Oribe. It is called " Restoracion," in 
reference to the object of this chieftain — the restoration of him- 
self to supreme power, or the restoration, as he may consider it, 
of peace and prosperity to the Republic. It is a port of entry, 
with an open roadstead, called the Bugeo, five miles east of Mon- 
tevideo. The greatest consternation prevailed there at first, when 
Oribe, breaking up his encampment, marched forth to meet Ur- 
quiza, with orders for his whole force to follow : leaving Restora- 
cion entirely unprotected. It was industriously rumored that the 
departure of his troops would bo the signal for an attack by the 
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'8 of Montevideo, with liberty from their comraandiiig ofB,- 
cers of pillage and rapine. Eepresentatious of this were made 
to the vai-ioos foreign squadrons here, and a vessel of war from 
each -was despatched to the Bugeo. to afford protection to any of 
the inhabitants who might seek an asylum, by flying to them. 
The alarm, however, has in a great degree subsided, from the re- 
turn of Oribe, and a proclamation by the Government of Monte- 
video, with orders under the severest penalties, against every act 
of aggression and violence by the soldiery in case of the ocoiipa- 
tion of the place by them. 

The Mount being now, for the first time since our arrival in the 
Plata, free of access without an apprehension of risk or annoyance 

of any kind. Captain Mcintosh gave Dr. C and me a row 

in his gig to visit it. It was a great treat to ramble freely over 
the hitherto forbidden ground, and from the summit to command, 
at a single glance, the topography of the whole country for miles, 
as if it were a map before us : aJl, too, robed in the fresh and bright 
gi'een of the opening spring. The general surface of the region 
in view here, as indeed throughout the republic, is a rolling prairie. 
Covered now with vast herds of cattle and droves of horses, and 
the rude encampments of the liberating army, in bivouao here 
and there in the distance, it reminded me much of some of Cat- 
lin's pictures, illustrative of scenes and scenery in the Buffalo 
and Indian regions of the lar "West, Oribe's encampments and 
defences, with the town of Restoracion and its port, were in dis- 
tinct view in the east, over and beyond Montevideo. There was 
less appearance of immediate hostilities, than on the day previ- 
ous. An armistice of twenty-four hours for negotiation, had 
been agreed upon. The videttos and reconnoitring parties Iiiid 
been withdrawn, and the detachments of troops in sight were 
dismounted, and lounging about among their grazing horses and 
cattle. Some two or three hundred German troops, mercenaries 
in the employ of Brazil, who had arrived by water, were on the 
beach immediately beneath us, in entire readiness for marching 
— thoir baggage-carts and other appliances of war prepared for 
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iiHinediate movement. They are a fine-looting corps; young, 
liealthfal, and fresh, enlisted in Holstein with the expectation of 
remaining in the couotiy as settlers. The day was bright and 
beautiful, and the exeursion of an hour or two, exoecdiugly 
pleasant. 

Oetoher Xftih. — The pacification hoped for, has actually taken 
place, by the unconditional surrender of Oribe, with his entire 
force, amounting to some fifteen thousand men to Urquiza. This 
occurred on the 8th inst., and was ofEeiallj proclaimed throughout 
the city the same evening. Tiie ringing of all the bells of the 
place, the firing of cannon and musketry, the setting oif of rock- 
ets and the glaring of bonfires, assured «s on board ship of the 
reality. The next morning the whole city seemed but a floating 
mass of flags, thrown to the breeze from every pinnacle and house- 
top, exhibiting all the colors of the rainbow, in the devices of 
every civilized banner ; English, French, and American, Austri- 
an, Prussian and Sardinian, Peruvian and Chilian, Dutch, Monte- 
videan and Brazilian. Captain Mcintosh took me early on shore 
with him. A suspension of all business, and the general holiday 
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told me slie could Berer tave imagined suet a spectacle ; and 
oould Boarccly do anj thing for the day, hut stand in the haloonj 
of her house, altcruatolj ia laughter and in tears, at the scenes, 
comic and tragic, taking place around her. The enjoyment of a 
pio-nic seemed the prerailing passion of the citizens. Whole fam- 
ilies were met by us in numbers setting off on foot, witli baskets 
of refreshments, attended, in some instances, by servants bearing 
side-saddle for the ladies ; horses being procurable outside, not 
for the hire of a day only, but in full possession at a price of 
one or two dollars. Some of the riders, we were afterwards told, 
were placed in rather an' awkward predicament, however, after 
having proceeded some distance on their new purchases, by hav- 
ing the animals reclaimed and seized by their true owners, the 
soldiers from whom they had been bought having stolen them.^ 

It is a subject for devout thankfulness, that thus far tliis im- 
portant change has taken place without an instance, so far as is 
known, of violence or outrage. Those, who, a week ago, were 
ready to cut each other's throats, are embracing as they meet, and 
rejoicing together, that for the time being at least, " the sword is 
turned into the ploughshare, and the spear into the pruning hook." 
There are however, among those who have unconditionally capit- 
ulated, twenty or thirty officers who are trembling for their lives. 
One of these, who is particularly obnosiona to the MontevJdeans, 
as a deserter from their service to that of Oribe, reached the 
American consulate just aa we entered. Partly in disguise, he 
had ridden at full speed through the streets, and dashing, without 
dismounting, through the open portal into the inner court, threw 
himself on the mercy of the consul for the protection of his life. 
He feared that to be recogiiiaed would be but to die by the 
hands of the first one of the citizens who oould lay hold on him. 
He is a flne^ooking fellow, and was splendidly mounted, but was 
in a tremor of agitation. 

In the course of the morning, I took a stroll some distance 
beyond the city gates, and found abundant subjects for observa- 
tion in the endless variety of costume, colors, and character es- 
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hibited by the outsiders — civilians and soldiers, men, women and 
children, who were thronging to the city in great numbers ; all, 
of course, on horseback, for in this country even the beggars are 
mounted. In many instances, it is true, two persons rode the 
same horse; in some caaea three; and in one even four — a man 
and hia wife with each a child in their arms : the entire family, 
it is probable, thus seeking a glimpse of the city. The most 
amusing spectacle of the kind I noticed, was a cavalier quite 
dashingly equipped, with a goodly-sized live hog tied to the saddle 
behind hira, in the manner of a Talise in travelling. The head 
of the animal — quietly submissive to his destiny — ^hung down on 
one side, and tlie nether limbs on the other, while the equili- 
brium of the whole was preserved by a firm gi'asp of the cap- 
tive's tail in the left hand of the rider ! 
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October \?iih. — Yesterday, in company with Lieut. T of 

the Congrese, and Mr.Z , Consul for the Hanseatic towns, I 

made a visit to Urquiza, the chieftain of the Plata, whose star is 
HOW so much in tho ascendant. His head-quarters are at Pantar 
noso, where his troops are encamped three leagues westward from 
the city. By the raising of the siege, horses are ouce more to 

be ohtained in Montevideo, Mr. Z was nobly mounted 

upon the fine animal, ou which the ofBeer from the outside, men- 
tioned under the former date, dashed through the portal of the 
American consulate the first day of the pacification. Mr. Ham- 
ilton had succeeded in procuring a passport tu Buenos Ayres for 
him; and, purchasing his charger, made a present of it to Mr. 

Z , his son-in-law. Lieut. T and I were provided with 

animals at a livery stable, just opened, to which we walked 
to make our choice. The keeper, who, himself, acted as hostler 
and groom for us, is no less a personage than an authenticated 
Austrian baron, of an old family among the nobility of the 
empire ; and who, reduced in fortune, is ashamed to beg, but not 
thus to occupy himself for an honest livelihood, in a foreign land. 
It was from him I now received my first lesson in the horseman- 
ship of the countryj being instructed to guide my Rosinante, not 
by pulling the rein of the bridle on the side I wished to turn 
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him, as with as, but hj keeping both reina of an equal length in 
tlie hand, and touching the nock of the animal with that opposite 
to the direction te is to go. 

The weather was delightful. In the early morning the sun 
threatened to be hot ; but afterwards a veil of gauzo-like cloud, 
without shading too much the brilliancy of a day like Juno at 
home, prevented any discomfort from it 4.fter clearing the line 
of the city waits, perceiving it to be low wdter in the hay, we 
struck down from the ordinary road t the 1 ard eand of the 
beach, which sweeps in wide cur -ttu e n tl e direction of the 
Mount, and dashed off on a full gallop ac oss t Parties of na- 
tive horsemen were soamperiug n both d rect ons over the same 
ground, looking — with their ponchos and long hair streaming in 
the wind behind them — as wild and picturesque as so many Arabs 
of the desert 

At the end of a mile we turned up the bank int« the high- 
way. This is wide, level, hard and dry, with hedges of aloes and 
caoti on either side. There is scarcely a tree of any kind to be 
seen ; but now and then a fruit tree, a row of trim poplars, or a 
clump of weeping willows just in full leaf, reminded ua of home. 
This was especially the case with the willows, the first graceful 
wave of their fresh, long branches, setting me down at once be- 
neath those at Eiveraide. The soil seemed to bo t gi at richness, 
a black mould which bears every growth m esul erince I never 
saw fig trees eijual in height and spreading tof s to those passed 
in one enclosure. Evidences of the long o ill war were every 
where seen in the ruins of houses, and in de eited giounds; but, 
occasionally, we came to a quinta or countiy seat still in good 
repair, whose massive gateways, tesselated courts balu traded ter- 
races, surmounted by vases filled with air plwita and gay flowers 
gave proof of the taste and elegance which nee chaiaetorized 
the suburban residences of Montevideo, 

We now came upon an open country, without hedge or enclo- 
sure of any kind. The whole surface was covered witli rich ver- 
dure, brightly enamelled by ten thousand flowers of every hue, 
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and fragrant . witb the perfumes of spring, Aa we caracoled 
gently along, or, again, following the custom of the land, dashed 
forward at fall speed, groups of people, peasants and soldiers, on 
foot and on horseback, were passing and repassing ; and not unfre- 
qnently clustered thickly around the dark and dirty entrances of 
the pulperias, or grog-shops, which here, as elsewhere where man is, 
are ever to be found — the whole presenting, in features and in form, 
in costume and in colors, a constant study for the sculptor and 
the painter. 

The region of country around the bay — along the shores of 
which we etill continued — is well watered ; and wo crossed two 
or three streams in the course of our ride. As we ascended 
from the bed of one of these to the general level, we came in view 
of another, along the gently rising banks of which, on either side, 
lay stretched in irregalar dctechmonta three or four thousand 
troops. This encampment, in all its appointments, had a most 
primitive and unscientific aspect. The tents, such as they were 
— very much of a gipsy character — did not appear sufficient for 
the shelter, in sleeping and in bad weather, of half the number of 
soldiers ; and the whole equips of the camp was as rude as that 
of BO many Indians. The predominance of scarlet in the color 
of every thing appertaining to it, imparted, however, a gay and 
brilliant air to the whole. A park of artillery, planted on a gen- 
tle swell of ground, commanded the approaches, and had more 
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of white and blue, and by tte artistic manner in ■which it was 
pitched. Behind it stood an immense vehicle, more massive and 
ponderous in its structure than the heaviest omDibus ever seen at 
home — the travelling carriage of his excellency, evidently fitted 
for hard service, by such bracings with raw-hide ropes about the 
springs, whipple-trees and axles, and such bindings of green hide 
around the hubs and spokes and wheel-tires, as would create a 
sensation in a eiviliaed country. Near by, stood a gigantic cart 
with wattled sides, and a roof fifteen or twenty feet in height: 
the baggage-wagon, doubtless, for the iieedful provender of the 
general-in-ehief and suite. 

When we drew up, we wei-e approached by a noble-looking adju- 
tant, tall and stalwart, with boots to his hips, a steel-scabbardod 
sword, wliich might hafo served for a Goliath, and spurs of mas- 
sive silver, that — in want of marbled pavement or planked floor 
for the eft'eot — caused the very ground beneath him to rattle. My 
companions, having made known their official character and onr 
nationality, and the desire of paying our respects personally to the 
chieftain, we were politely requested to dismount, our horaes de- 
livered to the charge of the guard, and our cards taken, prepara- 
tory to aa announcement. Immediately on the presentation of 
our names, we were conducted to the front of the tent and ush- 
ered iato the presence of the general. He rose to receive us 
with courteous salutations, and a cordial shake of the hand. The 
tent was small, but exceedingly neat. Its poles were bamboo, 
that in the centre which raised the canvas to a peak, being sur- 
rounded by a square camp table, on which lay a round black hat 
with the scarlet band of the confederation, a pair of black kid 
gloves, a riding-whip, and a magnificent bouquet of fresli flowers 
— a propitiatory gift, probably, from some fair hand in the neigh- 
borhood. Three tent bedsteads— one on either side and one at 
the farther end— one or two camp stools, and a square of ingrain 
carpet on the grass, constituted the furniture. 

We became seated on the bedsteads at the sides, while Urquiza 
took a position by the table in the centre. lie was in a milit^Liy 
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dress coat of blue, the collar and cuffs being handsomely decorated 
witk embroideries in gold of tie oak leaf aud aeorn. A waist- 
coat of scarlet damask, paataloons of blue witb a red stripe down 
tbe seams, and well polished boots, completed his costume. He is 
of moderate height, but stout, broad-chested, and finely formed, 
and Las a Spanish roundness of face and limb. He was smoothly 
shaved, and without the moustache usually worn here, both by 
military men, and by the people in general. In feature, he is 
decidedly handsome, with fine mouth and teeth, large, dark eyea 
full of vivacity, and a complexion clear and glowing with manly 
health, but bronzed by exposure. 

His expression is open and frank — one that a physiognomist 
would trust for honesty and magnanimity ; and his manners and 
address courteous and gentlemanly, without being courtier-like or 
artificial. I know not when I have been more favorably im- 
pressed on a first interTiew, with any one, either in public or 
priv&te life. Personally, he is evidently one to be admired ; and, 
if his character, morally and intellectually, is at all in harmony 
with his physical advantages, I can readily perceive how the 
popularity he has already won, in the part he is bow acting, may 
run into enthusiasm. He must be nearly fifty years of age ; but, 
were it not for the thinness of his hair on tho top of the head, I 
should say he was not more than forty. 

A favorite mastiff, a noble-looking animal, lay stretched at 
his ease on the carpet, and attracting our notice became the first 
subject of our conversation. He originally belonged to another offi- 
cer ; but, on meeting Urquiza, left his master and attached himself 
to him with a pertinacity which resisted every attempt to drive 
him away. He has constituted himself the especial guardian of 
his person, and has for years been his companion, night and day. 
Several remarkable anecdotes, of feats in the camp and on the 
battle-field, told of him, paved the way for a free and animated 
conversation on more important topics — embracing the present 
state of affairs in the Republics of the Plata — the results thus 
far, of Urquiza's own movements as a liberator, and purposes 
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designed hj tim, yet unaoliieved. " It is tiran," Le justly ro- 
marked, " that tte contracted and narrow-minded policy, dictated 
by the selftsli views of the rulers of the Plata, should he made to 
give way to measures more in unison with the spirit of the age; 
and that the wide rivers and rich plains of these magnificent 
countries, should be thrown ojien to the commerce, and ho made 
free to the immigration of people from all nations." 

The hope was expressed, that wlien he should reach Monte- 
video — where it was taken for granted he would make a public 
entry — he would visit the Congress; but, before the word Monte- 
video was well uttered, he hastily interrupted the sentence by 
esfclainiing, "Montevideo! — No — no, I shall not go to Moute- 
video I " He, it seems, studiously avoids every appearance of 
courting popularity, aud of making a display of himself unneoes- 
aarily ; averring that the only object for which he comes into the 
country, is to free the Montevideans from the thraldom of the 
tyranny by which they have so long suffered. Having accom.- 
plished this, he says he has nothing further to ask or desire, ex- 
cept that they may be prosperous and happy, united and free. 
The early career of Urquiaa as a partisan of Rosas, and as the 
victor over the Montevideans themselves, in the beginning of the 
invasion by the Ai-gentiaes, is said to have been as bloodthirsty 
and cruel as that of iny of his compeeis, m the civil contentions 
of the States of (he Plata But great apparent humanity, as 
well as consummate policy, has thus iar maiked ill his pres- 
ent measures and movements In the beginning of his march 
against Oribe, he proclaimed the anxiety he tclt to pieient all 
effusion of blood , that he came as a friend, not is a foo , that Ms 
mission was one of peafe and of pitiiotiim m a common cause. 
The consequence of this aununciition in advance, was a general 
gathering to his standaad m his piogress, and (he de^ertiou to 
him, at every opportunity, of whole detachments of the troops sent 
to oppose him. On expzessmg the surprise which we felt at 
being told by him, th it the thouaands ol ^nlditrs immediately 
around, and couititutin^ hi'' i uh j,ujrd WLie esc luaively those 
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who, but a few daja before, had laid down their arms to him, and, 
who till then were commissioned to cut his throat — he said — 
" We are all brothers now — ooe people and one blood : it only re- 
mains for us to free our common country from a common tyrant," 
referring of course to Rosas. The Eearest detachment of the 
troops brought with him from Entre-Rios was quite two miles 
distant. 

At the end of a half hour, wo took leave, greatly interested 
in all we had seen and heard during the interview. As a rigid 
moralist, I am bound perhaps to qualify, in a degree, my admira- 
tion of this chieftain, from the knowledge I have gained of some 
of the particulars of his private history. An inqniry made by 
one of our party, led the General to say, that though he had no 
wife living he had a large family ; and that the mother of some 
of his children, having recently died, he regarded himself as a 
widower. The truth is, he has never been married. It is by no 
means minsual for persons here to live long together without the 
marriage-tie, and often with entire fidelity to ea«h other. It is to 
a relation of this kind he referred, and in which he had a numer- 
ous family born to him ; bnt he admit th 1 m f p t ty 
a large number besides ; and so justly t 1 th t th t ! 

of the novel, •' A child of thirty-six f th y w th 1 gl t 

transposition, be applied with literal t uti f I sa t h m 
"The father of thirty-six children" — th t n mb I 

told, of his acknowledged offspring. & n h f this h flaia 
for the present ; we shall doubtless h n hfhm dp 
haps meet him again, before taking a fi 1 1 f th PI t 

Oribe has been permitted, since th p t lati n, to retire on 
parole to his couatry-saat, situated on the shore of the bay, ia the 

neighborhood of his former encampment. Lieut T and I, as 

nentrals in the partisan conflicts of the country, felt some dis- 
position to call upon him in his reverse of fortune ; bnt the 

antipathies of Mr. Z , arisiug from a knowledge of his history 

and character, and the long endurance of evil by the Montevideans 
at his hands, would not permit him to join ns in a visit of the 
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kind. As condolence itTid3r capitulation and overthrow would 
have been more difBoult to present acceptably, than the felicitationa 
we had just addressed to the fortunate rival, we did well, perhaps, 
to content ourselves with the view in the distance of the white 
walls of his dwelling, in the midst of extensive plantations of 
poplar and willow. If all tiat is said of his past acts of cruelty 
be ti'ue, he well merits the reverse he has suffered, aad the con- 
tempt into which he has fallen. 

The ride, on our return, was constantly enlivened as before, 
by passers by, both on foot and on horseback, forming a great 
variety of groupings, and an endless diversity of costume. One 
eommoa mode of transporting burdens was of a most primitive 
kind r a hide spread on the ground, and attached to the saddle or 
person of the horseman by a long leathern rope. Whatever was 
to be carried was piled upon and made faatio this simple sledge, 
and thus dragged along. 

At the end of a couple of miles from the head-quarters at 
Pantanoao, we turned inland for a short distance from the direct 
road, to inspect the fort of the " Gerrito " or little hill, so recently 
evacuated by Oribe. The rise of ground to it is very gentle 
on every side, and the central point of elevation two hundred and 
fifty or three hundred feet only, above the level of the bay. The 
little fort creating the apes is abandoned, except by a single 
keeper. It is old and dilapidated ; and defective in its original 
construction, in the leading principles of modern engineering. It 
appeared incapable of standing a salute by its own guns, much 
less the fire of artillery in an attack. The view from the parapets 
is extensive in all directions ; and, in the freshness and verdure 
of the spring, peculiarly beautiful. It embraces a fine inland 
view, the Mount, the bay and shipping ; the massive walls and 
towers of Montevideo ; and the new town of Kestoracion. At 
the base of the hill on the east, lay, in a quadrangular viUage, the 
little huts of jHud, thatched with grass, which have for years been 
the quarters of the besieging soldiery. They must have been 
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wretclied enough in appearacce at any time ; but are doubly so, in 
their present state of desertion and half demolition. 

The ride of a mile from this cantonment brought us to Kestora- 
cion. This, till the capitulation, was quite a thriving place, having 
attracted, by its port of entry at the Buqeo, the little produce the 
country, in its devastated condition, could furnish for exportation. 
But its vocation is now gone. The port is already closed by 
decree of the govercment, and the decline of Kestoracion will be 
even more rapid than its rise. All business will necessarily flow 
into its old channels in the city ; and the new town, at best, be 
only an impoverished subiirb of the old. 

It is well laid out : its streets very wide, regular, and well 
built. Its chief architectural feature is a very fine structure: a 
spacious quadrangle, enclosing double courta, and ornamented by 
a lofty tower. It is called " the college ;" and was designed by 
Oribe for an institution of learning, but appeal's thus far to have 
been used only as a town hall, for the accommodation of the 
municipal officers and the police. 

This brings me to the comical part of our escursio 
dismounted for the observation of the place on foot, the i 
spection of the building just mentioned, and of a new church of 
some merit in its arehiteeture, we again took horse to meet au 
appointment for dinner in Montevideo, three miles distant. 
We had sciireely reached the centre of the town, however, before 
my horse came suddenly to a dead stand. He had travelled 
beautifully all the morning, without the slightest evidence of a 
stubborn or vicious dispoaitioo, or any bad habit. It was in 
vain, however, that I now urged him forward. All the effect of 
doing so was to cause him to turn abruptly to the one side or the 
■ other, or completely around ; and, when I resorted to the whip 
and spur, neither of which had before been required, he dashed 
upon the sidewalt to the right or to the left, and ri^hed head- 
foremost into the shop-doors and windows, putting men, women, 
and children to flight in every direction. , Of the crowd of boys 
soon gathered near, I heard some, by way of commiseration. 
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exclaim, " What a wicked ho I oth rs less courteous, and 
with knowing looks as to the ra t f the s , " What a poor 
rider ! " tilt Lt. T , a Vir^ n a a I nsisted on an ex- 
change of animals. This we mad b t w th ut securing a better 
issue. The horse he had ridd n b ha d n the same manner, 
or when started, persisted in da h n n 1 th first corner come 
to, and in rushing into the first enclosure or stable-yard open to 
him. I kept him going, however, from point to point, as best I 
could — first down one street and then up another; around this 
corner and around that — with my friends in full gallop behind, 
till all three were brought to a stand by getting between two 
walls, which formed a kind of cul de mo. Ey this time we had 
fairly roused the whole place, without gaining the advance of a 

rod towards Montevideo, and Mr. Z proposed that I should 

make the farther trial of his horse. The esoitement of the chaso 
after me, the hurraing of the boys, the shrieks of the women, and 
the general tumult, had fired the spirit of tliis fine animal, and 
the momout I had gained the saddle, headed in the direction we 
wished to go, he started at ftdl speed through the principal street, 
«hile— 

"'JTia dogs did barl;, the children screamed. 
Up fiew the windows all ; 
And every Eonl cried oat 'Well done I ' 
As loud as ha could bawL" 

Finding myself thus well started I was determmid to allow 
my steed no ohmce of a halt m tho gilt he bad thoscn, at least 
till well in sight of the city, and kept him on the full sprm ' 
My friends wete in cl se puisnit , and the ncaier they came 
the faster I fled, til! we wcU nigh fell Irom our torses m con 
vulsions of laughter it the Gilpm like appear mce of the chase 
Had I worn hat and wig I should have lost them , and, as it 
was, doubtless preiented a comicil sight in ray eflorts ■it once to 
retain my seat in the saddle, and to keep a naval i,ap on my 
head, and the spectacles on my nose. All the amusement, how- 
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e¥cr, did not centre on me. Mr. Z is immeEsely talt and 

slender. The stirrups of the saddle exchanged with me for his 
own, were too short for him by at least a half length. He had 
not altered them; and in sitting on the horse, his knees were 
brought well up to his chin, making him, at the rate we were 
riding, fur from the least comieal figure of the party. 

The cause of this ineideat in our adventures was aseertained 
to he the laot that, till the day previous, the only ho;iie of the 

two horses ridden by Lt. T and me, had been at Keatora- 

cion ; aud, on reaching their old haunts, they had no will, after 
a ride of fifteen miles, to leave them again, even for the more 
dignified quarters of the Baron, their new master in the oity, 

October 22d. — For two or three days past, the troops of 
Urquiza, in detachment after detachment, have been thickly 
clustering around the base and on the sides of the Mount — like 
the settling of flocks of pigeons on the grouad, in the migrating 
aeasou at home. The whole region in sight from our ship is now 
little else than a tented field, so covered with figures in glaring 
rod as to remind me vividly, hy the brilliant coloring thus thrown 
over the landscape, of the fields of scarlet poppies I have seen 
in some parts of Europa The nearest of these encampments is 
by the water's edge, within a couple of miles of our anchorage. 

Yesterday morning Captain Mcintosh invited Dr. and 

myself, to accompany him and Captain Corey of the " South- 
ampton " in a visit to it. The morning was beautiful in weather, 
and the opportunity for observation exceedingly interesting. 

We landed at a point where, at the commencement of the 
civil war, there had been aa extensive manufactory connected with 
the staple productions of the Eepublic— hides and tallow. Every 
thing here bore evidences of the devastation which haa swept over 
the whole country in its industrial pursuits : roofless buildings 
and crumbling walls, uprooted pavements, overthrown furnaces, 
and rust-eaten boilers. Some of the stone enclosures still stand- 
a common but singular sight, in a capping, twelve 
bos in depth, formed of the horns and the frontal 
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bones of cattle, eo arranged and interlocked, as to produce, in 
tLeir regularity, and in the whiteuesa into which the whole is 
bleached by the weather, quite a striking and picturesque effect- 
as snggeative of taste and beauty in fence building, as the droop- 
ing leaves of the acanthus are said to have been in the finish of 
the Corinthian colunm. Beyond the curving sand-beach of a 
little cove, a quarter of a mile from this landing, the nearest 
encampment was spread over the bright verdure of a gently 
swelling knoll. The scene presented by it was novel^ and 
strikingly picturesqae. The snowy whiteness of the tents ; the 
bright green of the grass; and the glowing red of the caps, 
mantles, and chiripas, or swaddling blankets, worn in place of 
trowsers by the soldiers, were brought out in brilliant contrast 
by the morning's sun; while the pennons of scarlet, fluttering 
from the tops of the lances, stuck in long lines and in thick 
clusters over the ground, gave an air of lively animation to tbo 
whole. 

No check was pla«ed on our movements, nor on the scrutiny of 
such observations as we chose to make. The uniforms of my com- 
panions led to constant military salutes from such aa recognized 
their presence; and we were treated with unvarying civility. 
We were much strack with the physical aspect of these troops. 
They are an uncommonly fine race ; large, muscular, and athletic ; 
a powerful set of men, whom — perfect centaurs as they are on 
horseback — it would be a fearful thing to meet as lancers on fall 
charge in battle. They are very dark and Indian-like in com- 
plexion ; their faces covered with bushy whiskers and mustaches, 
and their long black uncombed hair fiowini" in the freedom 
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in conyersation, and a few walking listlessly about ; but tlie 
greater number — nine out of ten — were gambling with cards. 
Seated in numbers, from four to seven, around a, poncto spread on 
tlio gross with the money at stalie upon it they shuffled dealt 
d pi y d wh 1 g p t 1 hi th rab ta d 1 
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stick so fastened in the ground on ono side of the hole, that the 
meat hangs at a low angle over the flame and coals of the fire. 
The outside thus soon becomes scorched and burnt, and in a few 
minutes, one of the mess removes it from the fire, by taking hold 
of the upper end of the stick with the left hand, while bis ever- 
ready knife is in the right. Seizing the meat with his teeth, as he 
holds it up before him, be cuts off a mouthful hy a single quick 
stroke of bis knife, and passes the sJiewer and its burden to his 
nest messmate. Each of the group thus in turn takes his share 
of the part roasted. That which remains raw is again placed 
over the fire, and a similar process gone through with, till the 
liuugry are all satisfied, or the supply consumed. "We were very 
courteously invited by one group, to take seats upon the sheep- 
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skins spread for them, and to partake of their primitive meal ; but 
escused ourselves from accepting suoli kiud hospitality, by the 
plea of a want of appetite. 

The encampment stretched, in gi'cater or less regularity and 
Gompactness, from the point at which wc were, three miles and 
more northward, to the head-quartera of the commander-in-chief; 
and from thence again westward by the hanks of a stream, the 
like distance around the Mount to the Plata. The inspection of 
one portion gave us the cha.racteri3tic and leading features of the 
whole; and, after an hour's stroll through the nearer seotiont, we 
ascended the Mount, to enjoy from the ramjarts of thi toitre^a 
the wide landscape they command under its new aspeoti of am 
mated life. This was excoodingly picture sque m the vaiied dih 
play of so large a force in camp and bivouac The smoke of 
fires, in preparation for the noonday meal lose m peaily columns 
on every side; and thousands of tethered horses and unnumbered 
herds of cattle were grazing every where jver the ri(,h plains 

Immediately beneath the walls of the fort on the noifhern 
side, within stoae's throw beneath us, is a cotial — an enclosure 
for the keeping of cattle, surrounded by high walls, with a barred 
eDtrance at one corner. It was now filled with hundreds of fine 
animals. As we stood looking dowu upon this, three hor (.men, 
followed hy three men on foot, entered it , and we unispectedly 
became witnesses of the manner of bntchermg an animal here, 
whether taken wild on the open prairie, or, as at present, penned 
up in a corral. The uses of the lasso and Mas, and the dexterity 
of the South Americans in the management of them, are familiar 
to every school-boy. It was with the lasso the horsemen now 
operated. Tlie animal designated for slaughter, was, in a few 
moments, artfully detached from the general herd, and made 
captive by the horns, with the unening lasso, thrown at the same 
moment by two of the horsemen — the third having as readily 
entangled him by the hind legs as he ran. The three hoi'ses 
trained to the business, the moment the lassos were tlirowo, braced 
themselves firmly by their forefeet against the ground, bringing 
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the lassoa perfectly ' taut ' in three different direetions, and tliua 
lioldiug the bea,st as unmovaLlo, as if staked Toy the head and 
heels. As he became thus fixed, with hia hind legs drawn closely 
together, one of the men on foot sprang quickly behind him, and 
by a single sweep of his long and murderous knife, severed the 
hamstrings of both legs, bringing the hinder part of the animal 
to the ground, as if by a stroke of lightning. He still stood on 
his fore legs ; but, in as quick time almost, the butcher was at his 
bead, and by one plunge of the same instrument, sent his heart's 
blcod gushing over the ground, and the fore legs staggering, gave 
way. By a skilful movement of the lassoa by the horsemen he 
was jerked on hia side as he fell, and the men on foot, seating 
themselves upon the quivering, and still living carcasa, at once 
commenced their inciaions, and the dissection of the skin. The 
whole process of thia catching, killing, flaying and cutting up an 
animal, is often the work of less than ten minutes. The spectacle 
is barbarous and disgusting ; yet the saledaios, or general 
slaughter-houses, are often visited by foreigners, for the purpose 
of witnessing it, as a matter of curiosity. 

October 2ith. — Early in September, Commodore McKeever 
was called to Buenos Ayres by official duty. He made the 
passage in the U. S. sloop Jamestown, to which his flag was trans- 
ferred, and returned on the 22d in the American propeller 
" Manuclita de Bosaa," now running as a packet between Buenos 
Ayres and Montevideo, Mr. HarriSj late charge d'affaires, 
on his way to the United States accompanied him; and it is 
officially announced, that the Congress will sail immediately for 
Eio de Janeiro, to carry him that far on his passage home. 

The visit to TJrquiza, and the stroll through the camp of his 
followers, it will thus be seen, were made in fortunate time. Had 
they been delayed longer, I should have had no opportunity for 
the obacrvatioiis they afforded. We are to return to the Plata ; 
but not till the successful revolutionist and his troops will long 
have left the neighborhood of Montevideo, On the 22d he issued 
a proclamation to the inhabitanta of the republic, I like its style 
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and spirit much. In it Le has thrown aside the i 
verhosity and grandiloijueaee, characteristic of tlie state papers 
of this section of the world, and the barharous vituperations of 
partiaanship ; and avows his principles and pui-poses in a manly 
and patriotic manner. I close this section of my record with a 
hasty translation, 

" The Governor and Captain-general o£ tie Proyince of 
Entre-Rios, General and Chief of its army, and General of the 
vanguard of the allied armies of operation, to the inhabitants of 
the orJentaJ Republic of Uruguay ; 

" Okientals ! I promised to fight for yonr liberty and national 
independence, and I have fulfilled my word. The chains with 
which the tyrant of my country enslaved yon are rent in pieces. 
It only remains for me to break those which bind the unhappy 
people of Buenos Ayres, where a hateful ruie still oppresses the 
Argentines. For this the soldiers of liberty must still combat. 

" I am about to leave you, but wherever destiny may carry 
me — whether to the field of battle, to the quietude of private 
life, or to the guardianship of the tranquillity and glory of my 
country, I shall ever pray for your prosperity, and for the per- 
petuity of those blessings which I have recovered for you, after 
the lijag and disastrous struggle which has desolated the rich 
plains of your country, and crimsoned them with the blood of 
your brothers. These precious blessings are your liberty and 
your independence. 

" Obiektals ! Be free, by submitting yourselves to the author- 
ity of that citiaen whom constitutional suffrage shall elevate to 
the chair of the chief magistracy, and by upholding the laws 
which protect the lives and property of the people. Be inde- 
pendent by living unitedly beneath the glorious banner, which is 
the symbol of your nation^ity, that other goveromeuts observing 
it may respect you i and that you may merit the admiration of 
those who have sworn to exterminate a bloody tyrauny, and firmly 
to establisli an empire of liberty and law, in the Republics of the 
Plata. 
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"Okdjntals! In union is strength ; in peace prosperity ; and 
in the oblivion of oivil discord and the eseroise of republican 
virtues, the happiness of your children and the perpetuity of your 
national institutions. 

" Okibntals I Union, peace, and fraternity among all, is the 
charge to you from him who has the gloiy of havmg contributed 
to the restoration of your liherty and independence 

" JusTo JcA¥ Ukquiza. 

" Head-Quarters of Pantiraoso, October Slat, 1851." 

Thus closes the first act in the political drama now in per- 
formance on the banks of the Plata. 
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Deeemher lOiA.— Tho Congress has been a mouth at moorings 
here. Nothing worthy o£ apeoial notice hiw occurred on shore in 
the interval. The court and church, by the customary pageanta 
on gala and fSte days, have furnished the chief objects for sight- 
seeing, and varied walks by the water side and on the mountains, 
mj principal sources of recreation. Our return to the metropolis 
was welcomed, socially, by Mr. Schenelr, the new minister, and by 
Gov. Kent, the Consul, in elegant hospitalities to the officers of 
the Congress ; and Admiral Reynolds, relieved after long service 
by Admiral Henderson, iu the steam frigate Centaur, gave proof 
of his continued friendship by a farewell dinner to us before 
putting to sea, " homeward bound." 

The unity of my record, however, recjuires the brief notice 
of one or two events on board ship. On the evening of the 25th 
ult. an outrage was perpetrated by two or three of the orew, cal- 
culated to bring a reproach upon our good name for order and 
discipline, I was on shore with Commodore McKeever, when it 
was reported to him, that a policeman of the city, who had taken 
a deserter on board, had been knocked down on the deck when 
crossing the gangway, and, it was feared, had been fatally injured. 
This seemed a. daring outbreak against the discipline of the 
service, and a serious offence against the municipal authority of 
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the city. Great excitement was produced by it, and an investiga- 
tion of the affair at once instituted. Two chief offenders were 
discovered and confined in irons, in dark cells, till a formal trial 
of the case should take placo. At first, the assault seemed so 
wanton, aa to he inexplicable ; ajid could only he resolved into an 
act of unmitigated villainy. I was not long, however, in gaining 
a clue to its solution, wbioh, though it did not excuse, explained 
the grounds of provocation, and very greatly palliated the offonoe. 
The person attacked, instead of being a policoiuaii, was only one 
of those who are too well kaowu among sailors as land-sharks — a 
runner to a sailor boarding-house, who had been in the habit of 
entrapping the men on shore, and imposing upon them in various 
ways. On a recent occasion, he had decoyed one of our crew — 
under peculiarly aggravating circumstances, and with pretensions 
of kindness and friendship — into the hands of the police ; and had 
been guilty of a cowardly and abusive attack upon him personally, 
afterwards, when he had no power to resent it. Gfreat indigna- 
tion against him had thus been excited ; and hia unexpected 
appearance on the deck of the Congress, led to a speedy determi- 
nation among a few, to seize what might be their only opportunity 
for revenge. A crowd w^ c[uickly gathered at the gangway, as 
if in mere curiosity, by which the opportunity of tripping him upt'- 
would be afforded, as he should leave the ship. This purpose was 
successfully accomplished, and so quickly, that there was no time 
for any one to interfere. The chief injury he sustained \fas 
from striking bis head upon the combings of a hatchway ; but 
nothing serious to him is likely to ensue ; and the crew at least, 
much 38 they regret the reflection upon the character of the ship 
in connection with the aflair, think he received only that which, 
according to the sailor's code of honor, waa justly his duo. 

But this is a very trivial matter, in comparison with the chief 
event which has happened : the loss to us of Captain Mcintosh, 
as commander of the Congress. The IT. 8. ship Fabnouth, 
Captain Pearson, of the Pacific sfpadron, came into port recently, 
homeward bound. An exciiaage of commands took plaec ; and 



by Google 



268 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

Captain Melntosli left ia the Falmouth, an the fitli last. To 
part with Lim thus unespectedly, was to others of the Congress, 
as well as to ine, a severe trial Every officer felt it ; and there 
was a general lamentation among all hands of the orew. His 
reputation in the service is of the highest merit, not only aa an ac- 
complished officer, but as a finished gentleman ; and, favored with 
his confidence — especially on the most important of all suhjects — 
and intimately associated with him, I deeply feel his absence. 
Indeed, when his return to the United States was first announced, 
I could scarcely be reeonoUed to it. AH things, however, are now 
going on promisingly under our new commander, who cornea to 
us with favorable antecedents, and high professional character. 
The ship is in beautiful order ; and general harmony and content- 
ment prevail, with every promise of a continuance of the happy 
auspices which have hitherto marked our cruise. 

One thing is very certain — that to me time flies with the 
velocity of the wind. Each day is too short for its allotted 
routine of duty ; and Sabbath crowds upon Sabbath, as if the 
week were reduced to half its length of days. Do you ask how 
this can be in such long and distant exile ? I answer, because I 
find varied occupation to interest and keep me employed from 
.anoniing till night. 1 will give you the outline of a day on board. 
To begin at the beginning: while every thing is still enshrouded 
in darkness, three loud and measured beats upon a ba^ drum 
fall on the dead silence of the ship at the hour, like the heavy 
tread — according to romance writers of old — of a ghost in a 
haunted castle, at midnight. They are the signal for the firing 
of the morning gun of thirty-two pounds, which occurs simulta- 
neously with the last stroke on the drum, and is followed by the 
beating of the reveilld. This, however, ia not intended, and, 
in general has not the effect to waken the hundreds of sleepers 
on board from their repose, but only to proclaim the first ap- 
proaches of the dawn in the east, or, in nautical phraseology, 
" to make daylight," It is not till half au hour afterwards that 
the boatswain's pipe, followed and joined by those of his mates. 
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is heard h> echo shrilly round the decks, preparatory to the clear 
and atentoriaa cry by him, " Up, all hands ! " caught ^also by 
his mates and hawled by them about the ship, in varied tones 
of voice, but all very considerably above concert pitch. Then 
again in like manner, " Up all hammocks I " and should it be a 
washing-day, of which there are two or three each week, a third 
cry is heard, " All hands wash clothes I " or All hands wash 
hammocks ! " as the case may be. Every one springs at ODCe 
from his hammock ; all on board is bustle and activity ; and, for 
an hour or more, there is heard a universal rubbmg, and soruh- 
biug, and scourmg oa deck, till the clothes are all washed and 
hoisted fore and aft on lines in the rigging. Then comes a dash- 
ing and splashing of water, and a thumping and bumping, a 
pounding and grating of " holystones " over the sanded decks, that 
would efi'ectually break the slumber of any one but a naval of&cer. 
By the inexperienced, all tbis would be thought an effectual sub- 
stitute for the gong, in rousing one from his slumbers, and in 
g him to the deck to enjoy the balmy land-breeze, and the 
s coloring of the morniug on the landscape. As to the 
morning gun and tie reveille, I neither heed nor hear the sound 
of either of them once in a month ; and as to the beauty of the 
morning, and the fresh air of the deck, woe to him who aeel^' 
tbem, unless prepared to receive a shower-bath of dirty water, by 
the buoketfull, at every hatchway he attempts to ascend, and to 
wade anele-deep, in seareb of some spot where he can stand for 
a moment, without being tripped up by a " squill-gee," or knocked 
off his feet by the thrashing about of huge " swabs." 

This genera! ship-cleaning is not ordinarily finished till near 
8 o'clock — the breakfast hour oa boar 1 vhen o r flags are thrown 
to the wind with a salute to them by Ha 1 Columbia or the 
" Stai'-spangled Banner fron the lanl Breakfa.t s followed 
by a change of dress m (he crew and the sh p thus n the n ceat 
order, and the men in n form clothes of puro wl t w th cuSa 
and collars of blue, we a e dy f b th th d ty and the 
pleasure that the day n y V u,, f tl D n d the f 1 3 r and 
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bright scenery of tit, early ilav by the comfortless state of tho 
deck, I^ve the first hour alter hieiifiat to the enjoyment of 
these, and the rest of the mormnj^ to itudj 

The arrival of tho long (.xpceted library for the cr^w his 
given quite a literary aspect to their hours of lei>,ure I have 
voluntarily undertakun the office of librarian , and a half day 
twice a woek, is noceaaa,riIy gnon to tho reccid of the i«sae and 
return of the books Evening elaases, to which I ilbo voluntarily 
give a general sujeiintendeuce, hive been termed among tho 
adults for improvement m reidmg wiitmg and aiithmetic , and 
six or eight of the more ambitious and promising reeene ocGa 
Bionallj from me in my room, lessons of in hjui or two in tho 
higher branchi,'! of aiithmetic and in ns,vigation Thus, with a 
couple of hours on sboie for eserci&e, and daily visits to the siol!: 
and imprisoned on boa.rd, I find my time faily occupied I say 
visits to the impri&oncd, frr wnce the ibolition oi the laah by 
act of Congress, it hi& been found necessary to erect cells — as 
remote as can be from the ordinary resorts of the crew tbout the 
decks — for solitary confinement The interviews which I am 
permitted to have with those under aui'h punishment have proved 
to be salutary in their effict m the discipline o± the ship and I 
claim the liberty of access to them, a^ a f nvil ge ot my cfiice 

American seamen, as a class, are fonil ot readins; and often, 
not only of reading such bojku as the Aribian iNights, trashy 
romances, tales ot piracy and muider, •md Munohaus b stoiii-s, 
but books of history, biography trueli, andeien poetiy Among 
the works ordered, is a set of Washington Irving a writings no 
volumes are more called for — especially the lives of Columbus and 
Mahommed, the Conquest of Granada, and the Sketch Book. 

The most remarkable reader among the crew is an old main- 
mast-man of most trustworthy character. Religious works ex- 
clusively are his choice. The Bible is his constant companion ; 
and, besides an entire set of the Evangelical library of the 
Amenoan Tiact Society, which I brought with me for the use 
of any who would receive thera, he has carcfuUy read almost 
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every volume of a tteological and practical nature ia my 
own library— iuoludiiig portions of Home's Introduction, the 
whole of Dwlglit's Theology, and tKe entire works of Archbishop 
Leighton. Of good countenanoe and personal appearance in ge- 
neral edate and ijuiet in his conduct, and scrupuSously neat and 
pa t cular m dress, he forms a study for an artist, as, seated near 
th nan mast, where he is stationed at sea, his kucea spread with 
a ] ee t white ducL. — to k ep all aj ots f om h a ely covered 
vol me — with specta led nose he pores o er t ho after hour, 
so entirely absorbed by ts ontents as to lo e all co sciousness 
of the ar ed movem ut a o nd h m He seems t uly a good 
man a d sincerely nte t 1 m rel n tl n^ 1 nt wlieii I 
que t on him in regard to pers nal fa th and ho; e 1 e shakes lii& 
head negatively, as if he dare not pres me to these probably 
from the consciousness of ta nfirm ty wh I he find it difSouIt 
to o ercome — the inabd ty to res at ndult,ence m strong drink 
on sbor Aware of th s he for the moat part very wisely de- 
cl n ac opting the 1 berty of !eav ng the sh p Ther are other 
instan es f like self den al from the same cvi e d,mong some of 
our " best men," in sea phraa 1 gy 

Decmriher \2ih. — I recoile t hav ng stat 1 tl it the first 
sight which arrests the eyes of the t anger on 1 nd ng in Bio, 
is the number, varied employments, and garb of the negroes. 
The first, and chief human sounds that reach his ears, are also from 
this claaa. Their cries through the streets vary with the pursuits 
they follow. That of the vegetable and fruit venders ia monot- 
onous and singular ; but so varied, that each kind of vegetable 
and frait seems to have its own song. The coffee carriers, moving 
in gangs, have a tune of their own to whicli they keep time, in 
an Indian-like lope, with a bag of one hundred and sixty pounds' 
weight, poised on their heads. The bearers of furniture form a 
regular choir. One or two, with rattles of tin in their hands, 
resembling the nose of a watering-pot, perforated with boles and 
filled with shot, lead the way in a style truly African. To 
this is allied, with full strength of lungs, a kiud of travelling 



by Google 



272 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

chant, in which at tunps all jom n chorus It 11 full an 1 sonor- 
ous, and le dered jieasant if fiom no othei cause by the satis- 
faction ftom it \ B ble in the shi i ^ and sweating faces of the 
poor blacks An efturt was mile by the authoiitiC! some years 
ago, to put a stop to the uneea mg voeifentions and songs of 
the sla es and a de ree to that effect was if'^ led But on trial, 
it was found that the joor creatures drooj ed and falteied under 
their task, as they worked in forced silence ; and soon moped in 
Bucli melancholy and depression, that the attempt was abandoned. 
They now have full license to let out their musical voices ; and 
the way some of them give utterance from their full chests, " to 
gigantic sounds, ia a iuaj;vel to low-voiced humanity." This is 
in direct contrast to the habits of the Brazilians. The chief and 
only sound you hear in the street from them, is a singular kind 
of softened hiss, the nearest resemblanoe to which the unprac- 
tised American could make, would probably be, according to 
a suggestion of Gkiv. Kent, in the effort to pronounce the word 
" tissue " by a quick and single action of the lips and tongue. 
This can be heard at a considerable distance, and seldom faib to 
attract the attention of the person to whom it is directed. No 
loud call — no halloo ! to stop or to stand — no rough salutation 
or boisterous recogaition ia here heard, but all is quiet and calm. 
A beckon of the hand, aa if you wished the person to approach, 
accompanied by a play of each finger, is the salute to a passer-by 
in a carriage, or one at too great a diatance for the ordinary low 
tone of voice. The motion would be taken by a stranger for a 
beckon to come near, but when this is intended, the action is re- 
versed, the back of the baud being towards the body, and the 
motion of the fingers a scoop inwards, 

Tiiis sparing of the voice and this quiet action, indicate the 
general indolence of the people, induced by the debilitating in- 
fiuence of a tropical climate, and ia characteristic of all their 
habits. It ia a principle with them to sit at rest aa much as pos- 
sible, and when forced to move, to do so slowly and gently — to 
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be calm and composed, quiet and noiseless. Witli this view of 
life, ttey eat, sleep, keep their temper and grow fat. 

Public eonvejances here, as elsewliove, afford good opportuni- 
ties for studying somo of the manners and habits of the people. 
Lines of omnibuses run ia various directions through the city, 
and far into the suburbs, Gov, Kent has found it eonvenient 
during his residence here, to make much use of them, and says, 
that in so doing, he has been led to remark among other traits, 
the marvellous patience of the natives, and their utter disregard 
for loss of time. No matter how long, or however unaccountable 
the delay in starting, there is no inquiry made, no remonstrance 
uttei"ed, no English or American fretting and scolding and threat- 
ening. The Brazilian passengers on such occasions appear as if 
they would sit for the day and the night, without a look or ques- 
tion of impatience. On one occasion, he was making a passage 
in a steamboat from the port of EstrelU, on the western side of 
th b y f Bio. In crossing a shoal she grounded m the mud 
1 ma n d fast for an hour ; not a natH e piisengcr manifested 
tl 1 aat iosity or anxiety iniegardto the detention No one 

k d ti e ause or went forward to make any inveitigj,lion, oi to 
t n whether the tide was rising or falling There was 

tl g board either to eat or drmi., esrept wnter, yet no one 
inquired how long the delay might be, but each taking out bis 
tablets, or a newspaper, began writing or reading as if all were 
going on well. 

Another ti'ait strikingly exhibited m the omnibus, is the re- 
markable politeness and civility of the citiaens, in some respect? 
Every man that enters the vehicle raises his hat to his fellow 
passengers, who return the salute in the same manner. Sometimes 
in doing this, if the ommnibus suddenly starts, there is an amus- 
ing struggle between pohteness and the self-preservation which 
demands the use of both hands, ending at times in a stumble 
and fall, hat in hand, in the anxiety to do the accustomed honors. 
Hut no one thinks of yielding his seat after it is once taken, 
uither tfl sex or age ; and if the only unoccupied place should bo 
12* 
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at tho furthest end of the carriage, the most delicate woman, on 
entering, must force tw^tt itlmjTh t 
ho attributed to the nat I d 1 k t 1 m t d t (h 

inertite incident to tl 1 t M w U ft t w Ig 1 1 
gether in a tot day, aft 1 th d h ui d 

ratlier than moTe a foot f m mt t bl j t 

The omnibuses ardwbjml dm g 

often witnessed by th b pi y f th h t t b t y 
and ill-temper. Asafdmka tllor fm 

modern reformers, "fmth ft t dml tl 

ganization, they exhib tttm gitlht thl d 

a savage desire totkmthg Thd Iw 

manage them admiral ly d d th k If 1I\ t p d 

rate, through the nar t t it g t gly 

built — as they need tbfthpmt ygL 

To this, however, the d j ^ i til h 1 i lly 1 

the moat rapidly oyer th w t t I p t th 

rate at which they mo to th h to 

take passage. The d h th tthwdwk 

qualities of the Ya.nkee jehws ot the same vehicles at home. They 
never look out for passengers in the cross streets, and never be- 
hind them, bttt wait to be haUed by the native " hiss." The 
foreigner may not be accomplished in the utterance of this; 
and when once the omnibus is well started, there is a farewell 
to all hope of a seat for the trip. 
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December \Aih. — ^Wliere, or what, you will ask, is S ai Alieso ? 
It ia a spot which reminds me more of mj liomp than any place 
I have seen for eighteen months past, notwithstanding the exist- 
ence of features in its scenery in the widest possible contrast 
with any found there. Even while I wiite, there is a rumbling 
and babbling of water near at hand, whioh tempts me to fancy 
that I am at the table of the little library so f imiliar to you, and 
that it is our own brook I hear, mails unusually meiry by the 
meltings of the spring, or the pourings of an autumnal rain. But 
this is not telling you what, and where, San Alieso is. 

It is a little valley at the foot of the Organ Mountains, thirty 

miles from Eio de Janiero. Mr. M , in whose bride, brought 

to Brazil by him from the United States last summer, I re- 
cognized with so much surprise and pleasure, my young friend, 

M — — G , daughter of Capt. G- , of the navy, resides in 

it ; and a visit to her and her husband has led me here. My 

messmate. Captain T , of the marine corps, is an uncle of 

Mrs. M . He passed a fortnight recently at San Aliexo, and 

joined the ship again, three days ago. Mr. M accompanied 

him on board, and so earnestly urged an invitation from himself 
and my young friend to their place, that I returned with him, and 
have now, for two days, been enjoying their hospitality in the 
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very perfeotioa of rural life. The trip as far as Piedade, at the 
head of the bajj twenty miles from Eio, is made by water. Till 
■wittin SL year or two, the packets plying between this place and 
the city, were exclusively sharp-built and gracefally modelled 
lateen sail-boats; but now, a little steamer, scarcely larger than 
the smallest " tug" at Kew York, also makes a daily trip. We 
embarked on this at noon, and reached Piedade at S o'clock ; 
having stopped to land and receive passengers at Paqueta, the 
most beautiful of the islands in the upper part of the bay. 

Theday was remarkably fine; neither too bright nor glaring for 
the enjoyment of the scenery, as is often the case in this, the mid- 
summer of the year, nor too sombre from the thickness of the 
screening clouds. There was quite a number of passengers, male 
and female, and of a variety of nations — Brazilian, Portuguese, 
French, German, Swiss, Italians, Englishmen, Americans, and 
numerods Africans, both bond and free. The Italians were image 
venders, having with them the long board which they carry on 
their heads in their travels, filled with the plaster casta of saints 
and angels, dancing-girls and satyrs, and, for aught I observed to 
the contrary, statuettes of the Prince of Evil himself. The 
images of the saints led to conversation among some of the pas- 
sengera, long resident in the country, on the superstition and 
superstitious practices of the common people. Some of the 
anecdotes related were quite amusing. San Antonio, or St. 
Anthony, is the patron saiot of the Portuguese. It is upon him 
chiefly they rely for aid in various straits and diftculties — 
especially in the recovery of lost or stolen property. The highly 
glased and gaudily painted effigies of this saint, represent him 
with an infant Saviour in his arma This baby-image is not, 
however, part and parcel of the principal cast, but a separate 
piece attached to the arm of the saint by a long pin, which can 
be inserted in a hole in the plaster, and removed at pleasure. 
And for what purpose is this arrangement, do you imagine ? I 
could scarcely have credited the statement, had not aa examina- 
tion of the images corroborated it : the purpose is, that the saint, 
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wien regardless of the prayers made to him for aid in any specific 
case, may be punisked by liaving the child taken from him I This, 
I am assnred, is often done. An additional infliction for hard- 
heartedness or contumacy on his part, is to put his image behind 
the door with its face to tlie wall, or to stand it on its head, up- 
side down 1 A gentleman present related the following fact, 
illustrative of a like degree of superstition. An old Portuguese, 
near whom he lived as aneighbor for a long time, and with whom 
be was familiar, said to him one day, " You Protestants do not 
believe in miracles ? " " No, not in miracles of the present day — 
do you ? " " Certainly." " And why 1 " " Eeoatise I have ex- 
perienced them myself." " Indeed ! and when was that ? " " Oh ! 
at different times : once in Portugal, when I was a young man. 
Like most young fellows, I wa's fond of dress then, and woi'O a 
pair of silver shoe-bucklei it wbicb I was very vain. One 
Sunday liaving them on I ict off for chapel two or three miles 
distant, by a cioss pith ind when I got there, one of my buckles 
was gone. I was very much troubled ; but staid to mass, 
vowing to San Antonio if he woull get back my buckle, I would 
give him a was candle On my wiy home, I kept looking along 
the path to bee whether S<in Automo would hear my prayer; and 
before I had gini hilt tbo way, there lay the buckle before me 
all right, on one side of the path. At another time I lost a 
favorite dog. I was very much grieved, and felt the loss so much, 
that one day, when walking along the road, I made a vow to San 
Antonio of a half ponnd of candles, if he would only bring him 
back ; and I had scarcely said the words, before my dog came 
bouncing through the hedge to me as fast aa be could run ! " 
Such was tlic amount of the old man's experience in miracles. 

While mentally olassifyiDg my feliow-passengers, as to their 
nationality and social position, my eye rested on one of them, 
apparently some sixty years of age, whose aspect was peculiarly 
intelligent and gentlemanlike. A round jacket of blue cloth, 
trowsers of cotton striped blue and white, long hoots of the 
country of undressed leather, with spurs of like fashion, a broad- 
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direct! 
I at 



brimmed, low-crowned, wLite felt tat, and a whip in hand, 
told that he was prepared to ride after reaching the landing. 

Pointing him out to Mr. M , I said, " That person, I presume, 

is a country gentleman of the first class." Looking in the 

1 indicated, he replied, " That ia Admiral T ." Thia 

■6 perceiyed to be the fact; and, both of us haTing before 
I, we approached with onr salutations. Ho is an English- 
man, who left the British naval service when a lieutenant, thirty 
years ago, for that of Brazil, and has been advanced in it to the 
rank of admiral. After much important naval service, he was 
appointed adjutant-general of' the Empire, during the minority 
of the Emperor, an oifice which he held for many years ; but ia 
now off duty, and on the retired list of the navy. I first mot 
him in Rio in 1829; and a second time since the Congress has 
been on this station, but in bo different a dress, that I did not now 
recognize him He was on his way to a coffee plantation in the 
Oigan Mountains , his h ises and servints being als) on board tho 
ste'wni.r His reci,ption of us wis most cordial, and his eon 
vernation during the remamder of the passige, inteicotmg and 
instinctive, from a perfect knowledge ot the countrj Nj 
meals are served on bo*iid the pad ot, and he in«isti.d upon our 
jrming him m a Brazilian luneh, as he cjlled it of ^au-aces, 
mdde piitly of beef and pirtlj of poik — with a strong mmglmg 
of garlic — stuffed m a large skm in imitation ot those ot 
Bolop;aa Cheese and bjcad in rolls, with oranges foi dLSsert, 
made up the lepast all being served m most piimitive btyle, on 
the wrappers ot bio-nn papei in which the articles had been pur 
chased at the grocei s H-^di of us used his own knife m helping 
himself, and all d nk f m a up f 1 hi ngin^ t h t 

which was as br d an 1 batte 1 s f t had d n f 

whole mess in a d u an i a gn Y, t u|. n d k n the 
midst of our fell w p s ng s and w w t d n by a I 
in shirt and trow t t w 1 th w tl t h 1 at 

but in a livery jktfbl tunlpwth lad d 

waistfloat. His m t n d m t kmllj tt h 1 t In 
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sayiug that, " in fidelity, honesty, and in eveiy q 

his business, he was wortl! any twenty ordinary servants ' at 

homo' " — referring, I suppose, to England. 

Piedade, the place to which the steamer plies, consists of one 
long range of buildings under a single roof, and comprises a ware- 
house, for tho storage of coffee and other products on their way 
to the city, and the retdms in foreign goods; a packet office; a 
shop for the retail of articles in general demand ; and a sroaU 
venda or tavern — the eating and sleeping-rooms of which commu- 
mcate directly witt the stables and mule-stalls in the roar. Room 
fur this eatabliahment — along the front and on one end of 
which the wharf extends— has been scooped from the base of an 
isolated, round-topped piomontory, ■which riara from the bay, 
much in the manner, and with the general appearance of Stony 
Point, near the entrance of the Highlands on the Hudson. Wo . 
had intended to dine hero ; but tho luncheon of the admiral saved 
us from all temptation on landing, fi-om the oily dishes of the 
dirty venda, which, rank with garlic, were spreading their perfume 
around, and we hastened to proceed on our way. , 

It was quite a pleasure to see a light and tasteful wagon of 
American manufacture, with seats for two and a caleche top, in 
readiness to receive us ; and one still greater to move off in it, at 
a rapid rate, behind two fat, sleeli, and spirited mules. These 
animals are much more serviceable than horses in this climate. I 
am becoming so much accustomed to their appearance, as almost 
to admire thent Some of those brought to the landing to meet 
the passengers in company with us, were beautiful ; especially two 
that were milk white, rivalling the drifted snow. The saddle- 
cloths and bridk leins were also white, and in the most perfect 
kcping In these animals, as well as some others, I could trace 
lines of beauty particularly in their long and delicately shaped 
ears, theirneatly shaven tails, and slender and symmetrically formed 
legs. On being mounted, they amble ofi", too, with their riders in 
such an easy and knowing way, that I am beginning to have quite 
a fancy for a well-trained beast of the kind. 
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Carriage roada are not common in Eraail. That on whicli 
we now were, is the prtneipal among the few in this se f h 

empire, and leads across the mouataing to the mi g 1 
in the far interior. It is narrow, but well graded h mg h 
earth thrown up in the centre with deep and wid h 

either side. It is for the moat part unfenced ; eucl 1 y h 

wayside, wherever there are any, are formed by I dg f h 
thorny acacia, of mimosa, the ronuing rose, the wil I g 

or the hybiscus. 

The road presented a lively scene for some distance, in the 
movements on it of the passengers from the boat — some in clumsy 
carriages, but chiefly on horse and mule-baok, and the poorer 
olaK and negroes on foot. These last, with trunks and portman- 
teaus, boxes, bundles, and different kinds of packages of greater 
or leas weight on their heads, walked erectly and with firm and 
rapid stride. The country between the waters of the bay aad 
the foot of the mountwnB, a space of ten or twelve miles, is allu- 
vial, low and wet, — a sandy and marshy plain, overspread with 
brushwood and jungle, from which numerous rounded hills rise 
abruptly on every side. These, well-wooded, and partially culti- 
vated, are the sites of the few dwellings seen. The first part of 
the way presents the aspect of a region aboiiiiding in miasma and 
mosquitoes, with few attractions as a place of residence. At the 
end of four miles is the town of MajiS, situated on a small river 
of the same name. It is the head of boat navigation, and counts 
a population of three or four thousand : but seems a duU and 
inactive place, and may te summarily described as a shabby and 
dirty Portuguese town. 

Beyond Maj6 the country improved in appearance. The hills 
were more numerous and more swelling in outline, and their sides 
and summits more richly tufted with foliage. Here the chief ani- 
mation of the scene consisted in long " troupes " of heavily laden 
mulea with their muleteers, on tlieir way from the interior, or 
teturniug from Piedade with panniers less heavily laden or entirely 
empty. Some -ware en route ; others, grouped under the shade 
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e open steds or rajwAos,— -places built at distancca of a 
few miles by tlie wayside, for the aooooimodation of tLese troupes- 
were resting for a brief time ; and others again, relieved from 
tlioir burdens for a longer stop, were seen eagerly seeking food, 
wherever they could find it by the wayside. 

The enterprise which brought Mr. M to Brazil, and has 

made him a resident here, is the establishment of a cotton manu- 
factory ; aud the road into wMoh we turned from the great turn- 
pike, as it ia called, at the end of three miles from Maji5, is of his 
own construction, to facilitate the transportation of the raw 
material and manufactured goods, to and from his establishment, 
five miles distant. It is not so wide or so well graded as the 
public road, but most creditable as a private work, and a great 
advance upon the mule-track and bridle-path of former days. 
The last four miles of the drive along the rich bottom-land of the 
Majfi, and afterwards of its tributary, the Peak Kiver, was beau- 
tifiil. The narrow, lane-like road is lined closely on either side 
with green hedges, in some places of mallows covered with purple 
flowers, three or four feet only in height, aud in others of the wild 
orange tree, rismg to twenty and thirty. The loftier ranges of 
the mountains in front of us were hidden in clouds; still the 
wilduess and beauty of the shafts which buttress them, and of the 
hills which form their bases, were more and more impressive the 
further we advanced. At length, as we turned the shoulder of a 
projecting hill, the little valley, three miles long, and half a mile 
wide, hemmed in and overhung by the wildest and loftiest peaks 
. of the Organ Mountains, opened suddenly to view. To my eyes 
it was fascinating in its secluded beauty, and the wild sublimity 
of its surroundings. 1 can scarcely describe the eflect, fi'om 
association, of the unexpected sight of an " American Factory," 
with ita modest bolfry, rising loftily aud in snowy whiteness from 
the midst of green groves and bright streams ; the cottages of 
the operatives bemg clustered around it; and, in a grove of 
acacias, a quarter of a mile distant, the " American " dwelling 
of the proprietor. X use the word '■ American " not in reference 
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to fashion merely, but to material and constiiition, the whole 
having hecn fitted for use in the United States. There was not 
an image, in ail that gave animation to the pieture, to breait 
the illuaiou of having been suddenly transported from Braail. 
and set dowB in some manufacturing glea at home, 

Mr. M 's house is situated on a natural terrace, twenty 

feet above the level of a beautiful meadow of alfalfa or Peruvian 
grass wh h b b tween t dthftyA d thbk 
of th un b 1 th n f t f th 1 1 1 wn 1 

isapftspemnfth gnl uthE£,lhld 

scape Sm th t ght d t f 1 w th h d f 

mimo athn dwd 1 bw gthkt fbl 
and t h g g th th th t f m t 1 

ing obj t th h m g w 11 w th th 1 

quieti 1 d mpl ty f th wh 1 I th 1 w wh h 
a level wthth dwdl th ft dfi 

jet d' d p th t b tl b w th dr w 

ing-ro mwlw dthg f s.Agdnftt 

andfl w rs tl ip t 1 f th h p tel f m 

it by t b 1 t m wh b d p 1 th 1 to es 

aatopd ttmm fft d thwte 

glides d d tl E y th ug ght 1 d th gh 

the place is new, presents a picture of taste and rural beauty, 
that mates me thini of the " happy valley " in Raaselas. 

It is unnecessary to say that I was most cordially received by 
my friend, whom I found in all the freshness and bloom of 
American beauty, and that I felt at once at home in her neat and 
tasteful abode. 

Deo. IQth. — At the end of three days even, I cannot resist a 
feeling of having been transported from Brazil to some mountain 
region at home. There is nothing in the general foliage, except 
here and there the tufted top of a palm, or the broad leaf of the 
banana, to forbid the illusion. The place, in its cj^uietude, ita 
bright meadow and green lane, edged with hedges, its river whisper- 
ing over a stony bed, beneath thicket-covered and tree-embowered 
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banks, reminds me of Landsdown ; while the house, an importa- 
tion in all its parts from the TInited States ; the factory, of which 
the same is trae ; and the distant hum of its busy looraa and 
spindles, present a picture as strikingly characteristic of New 
England. 

The weather is charming ; clear and bright, with an occasional 
cloud of sttowy whiteness floating against the deep blue of the 
sfey, while breezes of grateful elasticity fan down from tlio 
mountain tops in the mornings and openings, and sweep back 
through the valley with coolness from the distant sea at noonday. 
The nights, in their utter silence, are ia wide contrast with those 
to which I have of late been accustomed : not a souud is heard 
but the plashings of the fountain and the murmurings of many 
waters. 

The Sabbath was a day of rest indeed. I officiated at a ser- 
vice held in the hall at 11 o'clocit, and would most gladly have 
attempted to miLe the day one at Bpiritiml good to the operitn ea 
of the factory, and the numerous depend mts of the est'ibhsh 
jnenfc, by public worship with them With the exception of 
the foreman and ono or two assistants, however, all these are 
foreigners — Portuguese and Germans, whose knguiges I do not 
speak, and who, moieover, ire chiefly Romaniata, not accessible to 
a Protestant by pleaching The greatest number of thc-e who 
are employed m the tictory i\e femiles — Geimans fiom the Im- 
perial colony ot Petiopolis the male portion are Portuguese from 
Oporto and the islands of Madeira and Torceira, The house-ser- 
Tants, the waiter, coachman, gardener and under-gardener, are Por- 
tuguese ; the chambermaid, cook, and lauadress, free negressea. 

There is a Bomish chapel within three miles of the valley ; 
but it is closed for the moat of the year, and is not frequented by 
the work-people here. The parish priest, like most others in the 
country, ia living in a state of open concubinage, and is in other 
ways unpopular as to his morals. In passing through MajS, we 
met a fine-looking young man, handsomely mounted, followed by 
two negroes oa mules. I wiis struck with his appearance, and. 
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remarking it, learned that Jie was a son of the pfidre of the place, 
the eldest of a large family. We saw the father shortly after- 
wards, and received a how from him at a door, as he was about to 
mount his mule. This animal I observed to be one of the finest 
of the kind I had aeea ; and I was struck with the peculiar fashion 
of the stirrups of the saddle; they were of polished brass, richly 
wi'Ought, and in the form of a Turkish slipper. 

December 18th. — On Tuesday I took a ride of two miles or 
more on horseback, to the head of the little valley. This presents 
a most wild and rOmaiitic scene : making one feel, in gaaing 
upon it, — while mountain piled upon mountain, and pinnacled 
rock rising above pinnacled rock, tower, almost perpendicularly, 
thousands of feet overhead, — as if you had not only passed beyond 
civilization, but had arrived at the outer edge of the world itself, 
where, by the inaccessible barriers in front and on either hand, it 
is more impressively said than even by the waves of the sea-shore, 
" Hitherto siialt thou come, but no further." 

After passing Mr, M 's place, the only road is a mule- 
path, wide enough for a single animal, and in all respects, except- 
ing the tracks of repeated use, in the state in which nature formed 
it — not a stone removed, and not an ascent or descent, however 
abrupt and precipitous, smoothed or graded. A few scattered 
habitations formed of wattled sticks, plastered with mud, and 
thatched with grass, are seen here and there ; bat less comfortable, 
apparently, and less attractive as dwellings, than the meanest log 
cabins on the outskirts of pioneer life in the United States. A 
few patches of mandioca, and one or two of Indian corn, alone 
indicated any cultivation of the soil, or gave evLdenoe of a pursuit 
of industry. 

The course of the principal stream is a broad bed of wild and 
massive rocks, from one to another of which, ordinarily, you 
may step dry-shod; but, in rains, these are covered by rush- 
ing and foaming torrents, and the stream is impassable. The next 

nioi-uing Mr. M accompanied me in a second rido, up a valley 

branching to the west from this, called the Peak Valley, from a 
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remarkatle peak of granite, which rises at its head : one of those 
sugar-loaf shafts, so commoa in the geological formation of this 
region. This valley, too, is exceedingly wild, in its chief features ; 
and is watered by a rapid stream called the Peak River, tributary 
to that on which the factory standa 

The only drawback to the entire satisfaction of my visit, for 
the first throe days, was the concealment by thick clouds, of the 
pikes or fingers as named by some, and all the higher ranges of 
the Organ Mountains which immediately overhang San AUeso, 
These had w) often been the object of admiration at a distance, 
when visible from llio, that I was impatient to behold them close 
at hand ; but had been tantalized only, by an occasional, indistinct, 
and momentary glimpse, throngh the mist of an opening cloud, 
of a fantastic peak or shelving precipice, standing high in the 
heavens above ua. Just at nightfall, last evening, however, the 
veil was entirely lifted, and I charmed beyond expectation by the 
scene thus disclosed : and not without reason, as even the imper- 
fect sketch accompanying this will show. 

I was up with the dawn this morning, and, finding the whole 
range to be still uncovered, hastened to a part of the lawn which 
commands the best view of it. The rising sun was just beginning 
to illuminate the loftiest peaks with a bright and golden light ; 
and I stood for an hoar riveted to the spot, in the study and un- 
tiring admiration of a scene, gorgeous in coloring, and of 
unrivalled sublimity in its outlines. By nine o'clock the mists 
from the valleys had again enshrouded the whole in clouds. 

Though the present is the rainy season of the year, tifl yester- 
day the weather was bright as that of June at home : but then, 
while we were at dinner, it began -.uddeuly to pour down in tor- 
rents; presenting eveiy thing out of doors m a new phase. At 
the end of a couple of bonis the rain ceased , and t!ie paths in 
the lawn and the road soon became sufficiently dry to allow our 

tailing a walk. Mr. M and I went t) observe the effecl; 

upon the river. This wis surpiiiin^ iriom i bed of rocks, 
aiuoijg which a shallow atio ua w is 1 iiiy flowing, it hid become 
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w II 1 ea t bl t nt : wide and deep, roaring like a 

t d Ifm Iktl sea. As we approached a veuda, 

tit d g > quarter of a mile up the valluy, 

til wa. h t d 1! f r us, by several persona collected 
tb to b y t metbing unusual was to be seen. 

Th t tb m t t ff on a run towards a point near by 

tb m wb 1 mm d batructed view of tbe river above. 

M M t Id m w b tened forward, that tbe siglit waa 

th pp b f Id t 1 flood of wat«r from tbe mountain. 

This, thougb not now so remarkable in its appearance as it some- 
times ia, was very siogular. Tbe mass of water tumbled by eucb 
showers down tbe precipices wbiob bedge in tbe little valley, is so 
great, and rashes so suddenly into tbe bed of tbe river, as in 
itself to exhibit the appearance from bank to bank, of passing 
over a dam. Tbe perpendicular elevation of this ncwbody of water 
above that previously forming the surface of tbo stream, waa a 
couple or more feet. 

We were standing at the time, near a rude laiil for grinding 
tbe root of the mandioea, and tlie oonveraion of it into ferina — 
the " staff of life" in BraaQ ; it was ia operation, and the pro- 
cess in the manufacture going on, under the management of a 
half-dozen nearly naked negroes. The mandioea is every where 
seen growing in plantations of greater or less extent, in all tbe 
tropical parts of Brazil. It resembles the palma christi, or caator 
oil plant, in its general appearance, more than any other growth 
that occurs to me. Tbe leaves, though amaller and of a darker 
green, are in like manner digitated or finger-shaped, and the stem 
and branches irregular and scraggy. It grows to tbe height of 
four and five feet, and attains maturity at tho cud of eighteen or 
twenty months after being planted. The roots produce the far 
rina. These, at fuU growth, are of tbe size and general appear- 
ance of a largo irregularly-formed parsnip. After being brought 
from the field in wide, shallow baskets, carried by tbo negroes 'on 
their beads, tbo first operation is to scrape off the outer skin 
with a knife. In this state tbe root is very white and pure in 
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looks, but poisonous in acrid juices. A raap or coarse grater is 
so arranged as to be turned by a water-wbeel ; against tbis the 
root is held, and becoming finely grated, falls into a trough or tub 
of water, prepared to receive it, and h reduoed to a pulp. In 
this state, it ia placed in biwkets and pressed with heavy -weights, 
till freed from the water and i(a own juices. It is then dried, 
broken up or powdered, sifted through a coarse sieve, and placed 
in a very large fiat iron pan, having a furnace with slow heat 
beneath. In tJiis it ia thoroughly dried, without being allowed 
to scorch or burn. It is then pat in bags for use or sale. 

One of the efi^ecta of the rain, was tlie appearance of numer- 
ous cascades and temporary watcrfallfl on the tops and sides of 
the mountains, I dare not venture to guess even, at the extent 
of some of these. They foam down their courses, white as drift- 
ing snow, and look beautiful, amid the deep green of the forests, 
and the dark precipices over which tbej pour. 

The history of Mr. M 's enterprise in the introduction of 

cotton-spinning and weaving, here, is quite interesting, and has 
caused me to look upon him as a pioneer in such business, well 
worthy the reputation of our countrymen for energy, invention, 
and indomitable perseverance; and an instructive example of the 
importance of a Gsed purpose for the accomplishment of an end. 
He met, at flrat, with a succession of disappointments and unex- 
pected obstacles, which would have utterly disheartened and 
broken down a spirit le^ determined, and less elastic than his own. 
Brought up in mercantile pursuits without practical knowledge in 
meclianics or manufacture, he determined, in 1846, to attempt 
the establishment of a cotton factory in Brazil. A gentleman 
from Bio, then in New York, encouraged him hi t!ie project, by 
the assurance that the vicinity of Eio furnished ample water- 
power for the object ; tbat, abounding in bills and mountmns, 
streams of water in sufficient volume, were in various places 
poured down. The Brazilian minister at Washington, also es- 
preased great interest in the subject, and by way of encourage- 
ment to Mr. M , gave him a copy of an act, passed by the 
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Imperial Legislature in 1842, by wliioh all machinerj for mmn- 
fiicturmg purposes of the kind, was exempted from duty. Under 
these auspices, he expended capital to a large amount, in the ne- 
cessary maotinery, in materials for tlie large structure in which it 

was to be put up, and in the freight of both to Eio. Mr. M 

hastened in advance to Brazil, to make choice of a site for the 
establiskmeut, and secure it by purchase : but only to meet a first 
disappointment. The streams on whict his Brazilian friend Lad 
relied, aa abundantly ample in water-power, would have scai'cely 

sufficed, as Mr. M expressed it, to water the mules necessary 

in the work. An exploration of the entire region within 
thirty miles of Kio became necessary, for the discovery of 
an unfailing stream, with water sufleient to turn a largo wheel, 
and in a situation to be available. He could gain no information 
on the point upon which he could rely, and was obliged to 
mate the search in person, through woods and wilds, and over 
marshes and moors, and in ignorance, at the time, of the language 
of the country. A month thus occupied, brought to his know- 
ledge two supplies of water only, that would answer his purpose ; 
one at Tejuca, nine or ten miles from Eio, and another in the di- 
rection of Petropolia, a colony of Germans m the mountains. 
That at Tejuca, besides being already leased for other purposes, 
was inaccessible except by mules as means of transportation, and 
therefore, not to be thought of; the other was the private pri>- 
perty of the Emperor, and not obtainable in any way. 

Suoh were the prospects of Mr. M , with fifty thousand 

dollars worth of material on its way to Rio, accompanied by sev- 
eral workmen under high pay, for the erection of the necessary 
buildings, and to p«t the machinery into an available condition. 
After all other search had proved in vain, he was accidentally led 
to this valley, and unexpLctedly here found much, if not all, ho 
was looking for. About the same tune the si pment from the 
United States aiTived j but notwithstand ng the decree furnished 
him by tlie Brazilian m n st r 1 1 n,, s cl -tides free, tJio 
officials at the Custom Ho oe porfmd, no y demanded the duty 
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mon ttem Thn accoidmg to the tauft like mo^t of the im 
1 sts hurp n ai y tting foreij,u waa high niilivould hwe Biate 
I jUy increased bis cspeuiiituie The mly a,lti,inative was an 
application for relief in the ca'se to tl e mini tei having eogm 
zanee of suth affairs Those in ofiicial pnsitifn m Brazil from 
the Minister of btate to the ni st insi^j ifiemt enployo rt a 
I iiein h Id the d ^nitj coufeired in liia;h es'imat on and are 
imcces. ibie in 1 1 p tiou to Uieir nnk Tl rce m ntho elapsed 

bcfuie Mr M could ijim the audieice sought and then 

only to be told tl at the exompti n refened to m the deciee of 
the Inii-eiial legi'-htui was eioluoively f r the benefit of persona 
wl bad alrei ly establitJied ftotories and needed additional 
icbraeiy not tor those who were intioduoiag ma^h nery for a 
•■w establishment The decision therefoie was that the duties 
11 lat be paid but for the law m the ease he was referred to 
the ■ittomej general of the emp le This dignitary oondesoended 

to grant Mr. M an audience at the end of an additional six 

weeks ; but decided with the minister, that the duties must be 
paid, or at least, deposited with the collector of customs till the 
ftictory should be in operation. Thus, though the enterprise was 
one of great importance to the interests of the country, and such 
as should at once have secured the favor and aid of the govern- 
ment, the entire material necessary for carrying it into execution, 
WM kept for nine months in the hands of the custom-house bffi- 
cersj greatly exposed to rust and injury, and only released on the 
payment of several thousands of dollars. It would occupy too 
much time to pursue tlie history of the enterprise in detail : in 
the construction of a dam across the river at a great outlay of 
money and labor, only to have it swept away by a flood from the 
mountains ; in the consequent necessity of digging a long race- 
way along the base of the hills, without the possibility of secur- 
ing the adeijuate number of laborers, white or black ; and also, of 
making the road of five miles to the turnpike. Over this last work, 
when finished, the whole of the material for the factory building 
and the machinery, among which a single piece — the shaft of the 
IS 
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great wheel — weighed 7000 lbs., was to he transported, without 
any of the facilitiea, so oommon with us, for aceomplishing it. 

The mechanics and artisans, brought from the Uoited States for 
the erection of the building, were found to he incompetent in many 

respects ; and tie result was, that Mr. M was obliged himself 

to perform much of tho manual labor even, and instead of plan- 
ning, devising, and superintendiDg only, to become praotioally a 
carpenter, mason, machinist ; and even freightToaster and carter, as 
no one around Mm, whose aid he could secure, linew what course 
to pursue in an emergency, or oven in any common difEculty that 
might occur ; he was obliged first to discover how a thing was to 
be done, and then do it himself. Still he persevered through every 
discouragement and disaster, tUl his efforts were crowned with 
full success, and tho factory was early in operation. 

Though it is only iu the more common fabrics in cotton that 
the manufacturer here can yet compete with British and American 
goods ; and the article chiefly produced, thus far, is a coarse 
cloth for coffee bagging and the clothes of slaves, ho deserves a 
medal of honor from the government, and the patronage of the 
empire, not only for the establishment of the manufactory, but 
for the living example set before a whole Province of tho indo- 
lent and sluggish natives, of Yankee energy, ingenuity, indefati- 
gable industry, and unyielding perseverance. 
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December SOift. — It was quito a trial to bid adieu to tho 
charms of San AJieso. My kind host and hostess were earnest 
in their persuasions to detain me througt the holidays ; and I 
would most readily have yielded, but for an engagement to offici- 
ate, on Chiistmaa morning, at tie marriage of Miss K , the 

daughter of the American consul, to Mr. R of the family 

of that name, already bo often mentioned. The groom, though a 
native of Brazil, claims, through his father, the rights of a British 
subject ; and the civil contract took place, in conformity with an act 
of parliament, in the presence of the British consul, at his office, 
at. an early hour of the day. The marriage was afterwards sol- 
emnized by me, according to the Ptotestaiit service, in the draw- 
ing-room of the American consulate ; and, Mr. E being a 

Komanist, a third ceremony occurred, as at the wedding of Miss 
R , his sister, last August, in the private chapel of the coun- 
try house of Mr. M , his maternal grandfather. 

The company assembled at the consulate was large, and the 
retinue of carriages by which it was conveyed the long drive to 
Mr. M \ ijuite imposing. Four-in-hand is the usual turn- 
out here, for such a distance, and Mr. Schenok, the American min- 
ister, led the way, next after the bride and groom, in an ele- 
gant chariot drawn by four beautiful white horses. Commodore 
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McKeever's carriage hnH four fitie mules. I was of his party. The 
sky was sliglitly ovei'Ciwt with fleecy clouds, and the coachman's 
"box being so lofty as to overlook the walls aid hedges, which 
screen so mueb. of the taste and beauty of the suburbs from view 
on the level of the street, in defiance of every Brazilian idea of 
dignity, I perched myself upon it, for the greater enjoyment of 
the drive. The day being a geueral festival, the whole popula- 
tion of the eitj was ia the streets iE holiday dress ; and in the 
extended suburbs through which we skirted our way, the inhabi- 
tants — by whole families — were everywhere seen in the verandahs 
and lawns and door-yards of the houses, in tlie cheerful and quiet 
enjoyment of the fiesta. A fondiiees for splendor and display of 
y kill 1 — 'n 1 f n't nd q 'p e — ' st ill gly a 

h fhpph ndhhwypssn 



p g nd wh h I t d 

Thmn dgud Mft I b d to y u 

n whhp wddg Th y 

n wa^ y p n h h 

rose leaves and orange buds befoie the Inde m the procession 
from the drawing-room to the chipel to the showering of the 
same over her and the whole company with the closing benedic- 
tions at the altar. A concert in the music-room immediately 
succeeded the ceremony, and continued till the banquet was served 
at six o'clock. This was more luxurious, if possible, in the vari- 
ety and costliness of its delicacies, native and foreign, in season 
and out of season, than on the former occasion ; and superb in 
its table-service and plate. The decorations in flowers aJone, 
would, in a less favored ciiraate, have formed no in considerable 
item of expense ; while the fruits, in tlie perfection of their kinds 
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— all freshly gathered — ^pines, flga, oranges, Bweet-lemons, grapes 
in clusters like those of Eahcol, bananas, mangoes, and melons, 
were most artistically arranged. After coffee in the drawing- 
room, dancing was commenced ; and, taking our leave, we were 
safely on hoard ship shortly after t«n o'clock. 

Thus passed my Christmas, and thus is our compatriot, Miss 
K , married ; and, in the laaiguage of the world, " well mar- 
ried," But alas ] married in Brazil; away from au American 
home ; away from the iutelligenee and high cnltiyatioa of Ameri- 
can life ; away from the pure morals, spiritual aspirations, and 
religious privileges of American Christianity ; away from almost 
every thing that I would wish an American girl to hold most 

January 7th, 1852.— This festive period of the year presents 
constant opportunities of witnessing the slave and negro popula- 
tion m holiday aspects. For many nights past, Gloria Hill, at 
which the Commodore's harge usually lands in our evening visits 
to the shore, has echoed till a late hour with the songs, the wild 
music, and the tread of the dance in their favorite amuse- 
meots ; and yesterday afternoon, I accidentally became a specta- 
tor of a grand gathering of the kind. It was " Twelfth" or 
" King's day," as sometimes called, — being that commemorative 
of the adoration of the Magi in the stable of Betlilehtm , and is 
a chief festival with the negroes, 

I left the ship with the intention of taking, once more, the long 
walk through the valley of the Laracgeiras to the aqueduct, 
and thence to the city by the hill of Santa Theresa When about 
half way up the Larangeiras, however, my attention was arreated 
by a large gathering of negroes within an encliMure by the way 
side, engaged in their native, heathen dances, accompimed by the 
wild and rude mueio brought with them from Atrica I stopped 
to witness the scene, a counterpart, in most reipeots, to those 
whtch, during the first period of my residence at the Sandwich 
Islands, attended the oigie-i of pagan revelry tbpio Miaj of 
the principal performers, hoth amung the danccio ; 
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were dressed in the moat wild and groteaque manner — some, as if 
iu imporsonation of tlie Prince of Evil himself, as pictured with 
hoof and horns and demoniac mien. Many of the dances surpassed 
in revolting licentiousness, any thing I recollect to have witnessed 
in the South Seas; and filled my mind Mith. melaccholy disgust: 
the more so, from the fact, that a majority, if not all the perform- 
ers, as was manifest from the crosses and amulets they wore, 
were baptized members of the Romish Church — Christians in 
name, but in habits and in heart heathens still. Exhibitions of 
this kiad are far from being limited here to extraordinary holi- 
days, or to the seclusion of by-ptaees. I have seen them in open 
daylight, in the most public corners of the city, whDe young 
females even, of apparent respectability and modesty, hnng over 
the surrounding balconies as spectators. 

I know not how long tlie revelry had now been going on ; but 
either from the free use of caeha, the vile rum of the country, or 
from nervous excitement, many seemed fairly beside themselves. 
These danced till ready to drop from exhaustion 5 while shouts of 
encouragement and applause followed the persevering efforts of 
those who were most enduring and most frantic in muscular exer- 
tion. The performers on the African drums and other rude 
instruments, who accompanied the monotonous beating and thrum- 
ming upon these with loud songs, in solo and chorus, of similar 
character, seemed especially to enter into tbe spirit of the revel- 
ry, and labored with hands and voice and a vehemence of action 
in their whole bodies, that caused the sweat to roll down their 
naked limbs as if they had just stepped from a bath of oil. 

By the time I had finished these observations, the evening 
was too far advanced for the walk upon which I had started, and 
I retraced my steps to the Catete, the principal street, connecting 
the city with the bay and suburbs of Botefogo. In it, towards 
evening, the wealth and fashion of the city, especially in the diplo- 
matio and foreign circles, ie generally met in carriages and on 
hoi'seback for the daily afternoon drive. Many of the equipages 
equal in elegance those in New York and other of our chief 
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cities ; while well-mounted riders, liveried coachmen, footmen, and 
grooms, give to the whole qaite the air of a metropolis. That, 
however, which most struck me on the present occasion, was au 
amusing side-scene. Though less generally the custom than for- 
merly, it is still the habit of some of the bourgeoisie of Rio, at 
least on Sundays and great holidays, to promenade to and from 
church, by whole families, parents and children, from adults to in- 
fants, with a retinue of servants — in their beat dresses, and in formal 
procession of two and two. The sight thus presented is interest- 
ing, and often amusing, from the formality and stately solemnity 
with which they move along. The servants bring up the roar, and, 
whether male or female, are usually as elaborately, if not as es- 
pensively dressed as the rest of the family : and often, in the case 
of the women, with an equal display of laces, muslins, and showy 
jewelry. Apparently in imitation of this usage of the white pop- 
ulation — or rather of the Portuguese and Braaiiian, for there are 
no whites among the native born here—two jet black African 
women, richly and fashionably attired, came sauntering along 
with the most conscious air of high-bred self-possession. They 
were followed by a black female servant, also in full dress, carry- 
ing a black baby three or four months old, and decked out in all 
the finery of an aristocratic heir — an elaborately wrought laee- 
fr Ued ind rosetted cap and long flow g obe of tl n m In 
beaut fully en b o dered and orn mented w th lace livery one 
Heemed struck w th th s disptiy and I was at a lo 9 to let^rmme 
whethei t was a bona fide esh b t on o± the pr 1 of 1 te or 
only in b rle pe of if w th the des ^n of sh ot ng tolly as 
it fl e The co mon blacks cr wd ng the loors and g- te 

wajs lu t mto shout of laughter as tl ey p s ed while tho 
n r e at lea t of the party sh wed ev den e f a 1 ke dispos 
t n Inde d I th nk I d d not mistake wh le look ng back 
upon the group n see ng the fat s des and shoulders of the black 
1 d es th mselves notw thst n 1 n^ the lofty b it ng an 1 stately 
step 'ihake w th merr n ent unile the 1 j,ht drapery of their 
fj, h ud,l"I an 1 leg ntlj fin sh d m nt llaa 
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These may have been persoBa of wealth, and of respectable 
and even fasbionable position in society; for color does not fix 
the social posLtioa here, as with ua at home. It is a striking fact, 
that in a country where slavery exists in its most stringent form, 
there is little of the Anglo-Saxon prejudice in this r^pect, so 
universal in the United States. Condition, not color, regiiiatea the 
grades in social life. A slave is a menial, not because he ia black, 
bat beoanse he is a slave. In Brazil, all the avenues to wealth and 
office are open to the free man of color, if he has character and 
talents, and the ability to advance ia them. As I recollect to have 
stated before, the officers of the standing army and of the muaicipa! 
guards and miUtia, exhibit every shade of color as they stand side 
by side in their ranks ; and I learn from Gov. Kent, that the lead- 
ing lawyer of Rio ia a mulatto. Some of the members of Congress, 
too, bear evidence of negro blood ; and tlie Governor says, that he 
has met at tiie Imperi-J ball*" in the paltce the true ebony and 
topaa' m lidiea and gentkmen black as jet yet glittering, 
like the lest with diam nda 

As to the gei era! tieitment of slaves by then owners, it pro- 
bably d ta not differ m Biazil fiim that exhibited wherever 
there is iriespons bl powei H use servants in Rio are said to 
have easy times, and to do very ranch as they please ; but to 
judge by the instances I have seen of field laborers, I fear such 
have but a sad and wearisome life. 

The eventual effect of the abolition of the slave trade, will 
doubtle^ be to ameliorate the treatment of the slaves, and par- 
ticularly that of their children. In former years, when the price 
of a slave was only a liirndted and twenty aiilreis, or about sixty 
dollars, it seemed to have passed into a settled principle, as a 
merematter of profit and pecuniary calculation, that it was cheaper 
to " use up " the blacks by constant hard labor, and by extorting 
from them the utmost profit, and when they sunk under it to 
make new purchases, than to raise children or to extend the term 
of service by more moderate labor ; but now, when the price of 
a slave has advanced to six and seven hundred dollars, the eatl- 
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mates in the econoiny of the ease will tie diffiivent ; and both 
parents and children will fare better. 

The incidental mention of the annoyance espcricncod by 

Mr. M of San Alieso, in getting admittance into the coantry 

of the machinery rec[uisite for the establishment of his factory, 
except by the payment of eaoi-mous duties, reminds me of noting 
some facts connected with the regulations of the Custom House 
here, derived from authority on the subject so reliable as my 
friend, the American Consul. These are a source of continual 
disgust to foreigners, particularly to masters of Teasels, and those 
engaged in maritime matters. They are fifty years behind tlie 
age : reach to every minute particular, and seem to be framed 
■with especial reference to fines and penalties. Indeed, one of 
the items in the annual estimates of expected receipts by the 
government, is fines on foreign vessels; and to seize and fine, 
appears to be a fixed purpose of the officials. A few pounds of 
tea, a pig, cups and saucers, and other small articles of the kind, 
not on the list of stores, or in the judgment of the visiting in- 
spector an extra number for the size of the vessel, are at once 
seized and sold at auction at the Custom House door, to swell 
the receipts of the Imperial treasury. It is said that nothing but 
a metallic substance, held before the eyes, or placed in the palm 
of the hands, will prevent these potty seizures. Sometimes the 
articles seized are of considerable worth, and, in addition to the 
loss of their value, would lead to the imposition of a heavy fine. 
No discrimination or distinction seems to be made between caaes 
of accident, ignorance, good faith and honest intentions, and those 
of des'imed and evident attempts to smuggle or to evade the law 

It m k d ff wh th th 1 th 

h pm t th th ft !hj t ft m h th t is 

I f d g t ogl th s— f t I ttl t 

d ffid th tl d Thbdthy listht 

fP t Ifth blffl— yth 
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that a master stall give in a list of liia stores witBin twenty-four 
liours after his arriyal. This, it is expected, will include every 
thing. But it is impossible to know to what extent at times the 
regulation will be carried. In one instance, recently, a hawser — 
which had beeo used, and was in a long coil on deck, ready for 
immediate use again, aod was necessary for the safe navigation 
of the ship, — was seized, on the ground thttw nt tl It 
rendered. The master remonstrated, and t f th th f t — 
protesting that he should as soon have 1 d d h m t I 
boats, liis anchors and cables, as this haw bat 11 th tl 
ties of the Custom House refused to giv t uj d 1 1 

sailed without it. It was only after the t^ t n h 1 b p d 
ing a long time before the higher auth t n th t g 

representation of the American Minister tl t to t t th 
proper owners was made. 

No person is allowed to go on hoard y 1 b f tl 

difloharge of the cargo, without a custom I p t \ p 

sailor, a Greek by birth, who came here A I 

and was discharged at his own request, w p g En 1 1 
vessel in a boat a few days afterwards, a d b g tl ty a 1 d 
for a drink of water : the man on board t.Id him to come up the 
side and get it. He did so, and after drinking the water returned 
to his boat. A guard-boat saw and arrested him. He pleaded 
entire ignorance of the regulation of the port, but in vain : he 
was fined a hundred milreis, and being unable to pay, was 
sentenced to be imprisoned one hundred days, or at the rate of a 
day for each milreis of the fine. He was eventually released, 
however, through the intervention of Gov. Kent. 

Even the consul of a foreign nation must obtain a written 
permit before he can visit a vessel of his own nation, till she is 
discharged. The permit in any case is in force only for a single 
day. It must, too, be stamped at a cost of eight cents. Indeed, 
every paper of an official nature must bo stamped. No note or 
bill of exchange is valid, unless stamped within thirty days of its 
date ; the duty or the stamp bein^ proportioned to the amount 
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of the note or liill. The revenue derived hj the goveroment from 
thia source, is, of course, large. 

The want of confidence, indicated by the minuteness and 
rigid esactment of these custom-house regulations, is said to 
be a characteristic trait of the people. There is great external 
civility towards each other ; many bows are eschangedj and 
frequent pinohes of snuff, and there is an abundance of polite 
and complimentary speech ; but, full and frank confidence in the 
intentions, purposes and words of those with whom they deal, 
seems to be gi-eatly wantmg. Some light may be gained upon this 
point from the fact that by public opinion, by the criminal code, 
and by the actual administration of the law, offences against the 
person are looted upon iw of a higher grade than the crimen 
falsi. To strike a man in the street with the open palm, and 
even under extreme provocation, Is the great crime nest to mur- 
der ; and so of all offences against the person. An assault is 
considered an insult and an indignity, as well as a breach of the 
peace. 

Direct stealing is visited with condign punishment; but all the 
Crimea coming under the charge of obtaining money or goods 
under false pretences, and those luvolvjug forgery, lying, deception 
and frand of all kinds, seem to meet with more lenient treatment. 
Convictions in cases of such crimes are not often ohtaJned, and 
when they are, the sentences are very light. A short time ago, 
a very congratulatory article was inserted in the newspapers 
intended in perfect seriousness as a warning to evil doera, which 
called public attention to the gratifying fact, that two men had 
been convicted of gross perjury in swearing in court, and had each 
been sentenced to imprisonment for one month ! 

It m but just, however, to say, that in no country is there 
greater security for person and property. Though petty theft is 
not uncommon, robbery is almost unknown ; and offenoes involving 
violence, daring, and courage of a reckless kind, are very infre- 
quent. 

The recent trial of a foreigner on a charge of murder, gave 
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me an opportunity of observing the process in tte criminal court. 
The preliminarj measures after an arrest for crime, are soniewbat 
similar to those which are taken in like eases, before a magistrate 
at home. The party is arraigned and verbally examined by the 
suMelegado, or justice of the district in which the crime charged 
has been commited. This examination is reduced to writing. 
The accused is asked his age, his busineas, and other questions, 
more or leas varied and minute, at the discretion and pleasure of 
the justica He is not compelled to answer, but his silence may 
lead to unfavorable inferences against him. Ai^er the examina- 
tion of the prisoner himself, witnesses are examined. If these 
are foreigners, the official translator of the government attends, 
to translate the answers, all of which are written down by the 
clerk. The witnesses are sworn on the Evangelists, the open 
Land being placed on the hook, but this is not kissed aa with us 
One custom stmokme favoiaWy in compuisomvith the business- 
like and mere m'itter of (orm mode of almmistenn^ an oath la 
courts at home. la tv ry mstance here all ii'ic — Cfurt officers 
bar and speotatois and «tand duimg the ceiemony All hsl 
too, and stand while the jury retires 

After the preliminary examination IS completed thcmigiati te 
decides whether or not the accused shall he held tui trial and 
submits the papers with his dc sion to a supaiior officer who 
usually couGrms it and the aei^used is impiismed oi released on 
bail. 

It is only in criminal cases that a luij forms a pirt of the 
judicial administiatiou Ai with u^: if eon&iats of twelve mi,n 
Forty-eight are summonel foi the teim and the pane! fni each 
trial is selected by lot the names being diawn by a boy who 
hands the paper to the presiding judge In cap tal ca^jei ch»l 
lenges are allowed, without the demand of cause. The jury being 
sworn and empanelled, the prisoner is again examined by the 
judge, sometimes at great length and with great minuteness, not 
only as to his acts, but to his motives. The record of the former 
proceedings, including all the tostlmony, is then road. If either 
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party desire, the witnesses may be again esimined if piesent but 
tliey are not bound over, as with ua to appear at the tiial 
Hence the esami nation ot the aoouoed ind ot the witnesses at 
the preliminary process, is \ ery important and material In 
many in&tances, the ease is tried and detBimined entirely upon 
the record, as it comes up 

After reading the record, the government introduces such 
witnesses as it sees fit, and the prosecuting officer addresses the 
jury. The defendant then mti educes his witnesfes, and his advo- 
cate addresses the juiy, aometimes at considerable length The 
prosecuting attorney, li he desires it again, speaks m reply, and 
sometimes the argument becomes rather collociuial and tait, the 
questions and answers being bmdied rather sha ji 

The judge charges the jury briefly, and gi h m s 

of questions ia writing, to be aasweied on he f le 

verdict. The decision of the case ia by majority — unan n y n t 
being reg^uired, even in criminal eases. The qu t p by he 
judge relate not merely to acts, but to motiv s h te nd 
other things, which may extenuate or aggravate the offence and 
sentence, and cover usually the whole ease in all direct and remote 
accessories. A ease began, is always finished without an adjoui'u- 
ment of the court, though it should continue through the day 
and entire night. 

In the arrangement of the court-room, the judge with his 
clerk sits on one side, and the prosecuting of&cer on the other ; 
the jury at semi-eireular tables on either side. Two tribunes are 
erected, one at the end of each table, for the lawyers engaged in 
the case ; these usually address the jury sitting. The lawyers 
not engaged in the suit in hand, are accommodated in a kind of 
pew, under the gallery, which a stranger would be likely, at first, 
to take for the criminal's box or bar. 

Public executions very seldom occur. There seems to be a 
repugnance to the taking of human life, if there is any possible 
chance to substitute imprisonment for life, or a terra of years. 
E.very point of excuse or mitigation is Siiiaed upon. One cannot 
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wonder at this, when he regards the mode of capital punishment, 
the barbarous and revolting one of Portugal and Spain — a relic 
of barbarism, in which the condemned is ordered up a ladder 
under the gallows, and then forced to jump oif, when another man 
immediately ascending, mounts the shoulders of the poor wi-etch, 
and jumps up and down upon him, with his hand over his mouth 
till he is dead. Those who have witnessed it, represent it as a 
most awful and revolting spectacle. This executioner is usually 
a criminal condemned himself to death, who is allowed to live by 
agreeing to perform the savage act when required. The old 
Portuguese custom of gratifying every wish of the condemned, 
as to food and clothing, is still retained ; and for the twenty-four 
hours preceding hia execution, the poorest black slave can order 
whatever in these respects his fancy dictates ; segars, and wine, 
and luxuries of every hind are at his command. 



January SOth. — -Intelligence from the Plata led to the return 
of the Congress to this place, on the 24th inst. Mr. Schenck, 
American Minister at the court of Brad!, came passenger with us, 
as the guest of Commodore McKeever. 

During the three months of our absence, public interest, in 
political and military affairs, has been gradually centering at 
Buenos Ayres. The siege of Montevideo being raised, and the 
Argentine troops which had so long invested her having become 
part and parcel of the army of Urquiza, and been withdrawn by 
him to the territory of which he is captain- general, preparations 
have been in gradual process for a demonstration against Rosas, 
by the combined forces of Entre Rios and Brazil. Aware of this, 
every effort has been made by the wary Dictator, to rally his parti- 
sans, to give fcesh force to the prestige of his name, and to excite 
the popular feeling in his favor. To aid in this, all the winning 
power of his accomplished daughter, has been brought forward. 
To afford better room for its exercise, a public ball of great 
magnificence was given at the new opera-house in Bncnos Ayres. 
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At this, Dona Manuelita held a kind of court ; and, after having 
reoeivecl throughout its course the homage of a queen, was, at its 
close, drawn in a triiamphal car, by the young men of the city, to 
the governniental mansion. New levies of troops had been raised 
and drilled, and the whole city acd country placed under martial 
law. 

A fortnight ago, Urqmza and the allied aimy of thirty thou- 
sand, crossed the Parana without opposition; aad, invading the 
province of Buenos Ayres, advanced within twenty miles of the 
city. It is now a week since Rosas, leaving Palermo at the head 
of twenty thousand soldiers, took the field in person, to oppose hia 
fui'ther progress. It is said tliat previous to the march. Dona 
Ma 1 1 tt d in Id f It velvet embroidered 

with g Id 1 pi d dly m tel w d the troops; and, like 

Qu EI b tk tl pt h t th Spanish Armada, de- 
live d t th m ted i P * g ddresa. 

Aiot dt tfdtt and all is intense 

esj t t n, Th 1 P ^^ ^ Rosas must fall. 

It b I d tl t th t 1 y d him. An advance 

gua d dfPhh fh best generals, has 

bee 1 f ted d t wl h 1 d. to tke belief that, 

lik b t M tl, d this £& 1 d cret understanding 
with. U q^ d th t th t B Ayres will speedily 

be th as th t wh k 11 f ui months ago — the 

triumph of Urquiza, through the desertion to him of the oppos- 
ing soldieiy. 

This state of affairs led Mr. Schenck and Commodore 

McKeever, with Secretary Q , to proceed at once to Biionoa 

Ayres. Captain Taylor of the marines was of the party, a company 
from the guard of the Congress under his command having, with 
Lieut. Holmes, been ordered to Buenos Ayres by the Commodore 
for the protection of American citizens and their property, 
in ease of the overthrow of the existing power. As the crow are 
to have general liberty on shore here, during the passing fort- 
niglit — a time when ray vocation for good seems to be suspended. 
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aii3 wiiiiili, both on shipboard and on shore, 13 to me ever one of 
trial — I was urged muoh to accompaDy the party. Two reasons, 
however, forbade this — one, the stUl precarious state of a lad, 
who, the day we entered the river, fell from a height of ninety- 
six feet to the deck, ■without being killed outright; and the other, 

an engagement to officiate at the marriage of Dr. W , one of 

the assistant surgeons of the Congress, to my friend, Q 

H , a daughter of the American Consul. This is appointed 

for the 5th of February, till when, at least, I must remain at 
Montevideo. 

I have been twice only on shore — once with Captain Pearson, 
to accompany him iu an official call; and again, one afternoon for 
a short walk. I had not intended being away from the ship more 
than an hour ; but, shortly after attempting to return, when not a 
half mile from the shore, a furious tempest came rushing upon us. 
There WIS no ^Iternati elut to retu to the landin b fo e it 
It was SI Id d 1 t th t b f th b t il w 11 

b d th th m 1 1 y fh w f h wh 1 > y was 

fmdly Ug titasplltm 
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time with the same object anticipate! the errinl ot the Jiin of 
war, with melmcholy result The wh le farty c n i&ting of 
Captain Gaidmei of the Eoyal Nayy Mr Wilh ms a physician 
Mr. Maidenant a eatechist and four boatmen perished from 
hunger and exposure in the inelenency of the laet wmter there 
The graves of some weie found ind the imburied bodies of the 
rest. Among the effects IS the full journal of Ml William', ti m 
the time of his departure from Englind till w thm i few days 
as is supposed of the de th f the whole * 

Their object was the couveisinn and cml zation cf the poor 
degraded savages of th sed'-eaiy ■mlforSildmg regions Though 
Captain Gardiner the pojector aid leiler of the enterprise had 
navigated the waters of Oipe Horn and become familiar with 
the region while en service m the nil 3 he was ignorant of the 
language of tlie natives and was without an mff. pretei Failing 
to establish friendly rehtions w th the biutish people the whole 
party became impiessed with the idea either with oi without 
s that their lives were m jeopardy fr m them and 
^ the shfre, m a gieat measare, they took to the witer 
in frail and Ol-appoiated boats. In these they fled from bay to bay, 
and from islet to islet, til! worn out with fatigue and exhausted 
from want of food, they fell victims to sickness, starvation, and 
death. Mr. Williams, to whose journal the remark I first made 
refers, abaadonedf at very short notice, a handsome practice in his 
profession, a choice circle of friends, and a happy home in 
England, for the enterprise of philanthropy in which he so soon 
perished. From the record he has left it is evident that he was 
a deeply esperienced and devout Christian : simple-minded, 
frank, and pure in heart. In this faithiiil diary, every thought 
and feeling of his inmost soul seems fully unbosomed. His faith 
never failed him, under the most afflictive and dispiriting trials; 
and his soul continued to be triumphantly joyous amidst the 
most grievous destitution and sutFering of the body. I read the 

* See Memoir of lUchcrd WilliamE, publitlied by the Messrs. Carter. 
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details of the journal as penned in the original maTniscript by 
such a man with intense interest ; and came off to the ship, deeply 
impressed in mind and heart, with the sadneas of the tragedy 
which pnt an end to the record. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

BnBBOS Ainm. 

February "iMh. — Public events here, for the last few days, 
have been more exciting in their progress, and move important in 
their issues, ttian any that have occurred on the Plata for many 
years. On the evening of the 4th inat., the Hon. Mr. Sohenok 
arrived from Buenos Ayres on his return to Brazil. He boarded 
the Congress from the steamer in whioh he came, announcing, as 
ho crossed the gangway, the utter overthrow of Rosas by Uiquiza, 
" foot, horse and dragoons ! " as be expressed it. This had 
occurred on the morning of the preceding day. He left the city 
the same evening, when thousands of mounted troops were pouring 
through it in rapid flight, before the victorious pursuers. It was 
not yet known whether Eosas had fallen in battle, was a prisoner, 
or bad made a safe escape. 

Before the arrival in Buenos Ayres of Mr. Schenek and 
Commodore McKeever, he had left for the camp, ten miles distant ; 
and they did not see him. They were twice at Palermo, however, 
on visits to Dona Manuelita; onee before any coltbiou between 
the hostile forces had taken place ; and again on the evenmg of 
the 1st inst, when it was known that an advanced guard of six 
thousand Buenos Ayrean troops, under General Paohecho, had 
been routed the day previous, and the general made prisoner ■ a 
foreboding shadow of the coming event. Till then, Manuelita had 
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sustained her position with great spirit and energy ; receiving all 
visitors — official, diplomatic, and private— as usual, in the saloons 
of the Quinta, and ooudueting vrith abihty and despatch the 
affairs of the Home Department of the government. Toward 
the close of the last named evening, however, when suvrounded 
hy those only who wero in her immediate confidence, tears might 
occasionally be seen trembling in her eye, or stealing down her 
cheek ; but only to be dashed away on the approach of any from 
whom she would coneeal the weakness. It was now well known 
to her that a general and deeisive battle might at any hour take 
place ; and that Palermo, immediately in the line of inarch from 
the point of contest to the city, was no longer a place of safety 
for her. The night was one of splendid moonlight ia midsummer, 
and among others. Commodore MoKeever and Mr. Schenck rn- 
niained with her till a late hour of the evening. Before they 
left, a walk in the flower-garden was proposed by ber ; and, tak-' 
ing the arm of Mr. Sebenck, she led the way to the rose-covered 
arbor mentioned in ray visit last year. Standing within it in 
silence for a few moments, she said — " This is my choicest retreat 
at Palermo ; it is here that I come alone, to be alone ; and I am 
here now for the last time, perhaps forever I " adding, as the tears 
fell rapidly down her face, upturned to the moon, as if in appeal to 
Heaven for her sincerity, " I leave Palermo to-night! Whatever 
the issue of the morrow is to be, I know our cause to be just, and 
believe thit Qod will give to it success ! " In this, however, she 
was mistaken That cause, the next day but one, was utterly de- 
feated , and the following midnight witnessed her flight with 
her father disguised as an English marine, and she in the dress 
of a sailor hoy — not from Palermo only, hut from her city and 
country, without even a change of clothes, to find safety and a 
conveyance to distant exile, under the protection of the British 
flag. 

But this la antioy ating the order of events. Rumors of the 
defeat, on tho 1st instant, of the vanguard of the army of Rosas, 
or some disaster of tho kind, reaohod the city on Sunday 
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evening the 2d mst — the night on whiih Manuelita f irsook 
Paleimo It produced little iinpreBson on the pubho mind 
howevei ind on Monday the «hops wete open and geniral 
business tianeacteii as ubual \.t da^^)leah on Tueslay heavy 
eannonaiing was heard for SLVeril houis m the direction of 
the ojp sing armieB Eailj afteiwirdH whiipers of i deftat 
were ifloit ind a sfng^lng civalry soldier heie and theie 
Bonn followed hy theis in gioups f th d f h g 

to enter the c ty The excitement sri d p dly t U th g 
from the citadel — the signal for martial 1 w — nfi m d th j t 
of the overthrow, and led at once to th h tt q p f y 
shop, and the closing of every door. Th t t 1 y w 

rushed through the town hy hundred ad hy h d 

hastening from hatm's way to their hom t! p p f th 

South. General Mancilla, the hrothe 1 w f P d 

emor of the city, despatched messeng to th f g luba.. 
sadors, reporting the place to he defe 1 oS d 1 t th 
intervention with the approaching oonq f h It h 

march, till terms of capitulation could hp td Pm&sn 
was at the same time granted by him f th 1 d g t th 
marines attached to the different foreig ij d ns th h ho 
to protect the lives and property ot d tt, f m th 
speotive countries — British, American T 1 1 S d 
, Forty American marines, including th i th C g ess 
were disemharked from the Jamestow und th mm d f 
Captain Taybr and Lieut. Tatnall, and th w t tl pt m 
gig, in charge of Midshipman Walkei Th w dist 1 ted 
in the central and richest part of the t w — t th EmI ssy d 
Consulate of the United States; at the d f M C 1 1 

of the house of Zimmerman, Frazer &C thhdj t f 
Commodore MoKeever ; and one or two other principal Ameiican 
mercantile establishments. At the same time, a hasty consulta- 
tion of the diplomatic corps led to the sending of a deputation 
&om their numher to the head-quarters of Urquiza, in behalf of 
the city. The chief member of this was Mr. Pendleton. Mr. 
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Gloyor, tlio seo t y f m d B f mjl Ii d 

young man, w 11 fitt 1 f th l,y h 1. 1 t d tli 

facility with, wlhl pkthp pi d Ig^ 
formed one of tl m Th p 1 Ij tw t 1 tf m 

the victorious hf dt t htpfrm 

entering the city 1 11 th th t Id k f m 1 su 

der to him, a 1 h j th h b t t th I d 

rapine they had t f H p] ly th h t f th 

viotora rendered h d f th t m nnec y Th 

whole force of tl uty th d h d I w tl t f ! t 

of any kind, e jtphp Ittlwt ffty gtt h rs 
and, after ha ^ p t th pp t t fl g! t (h y f und t 
absolutely nece ytomt tthml tff 

the scene of th p pi fit 

It was not 1 11 f th f 11 d y tl t U i 

reached Pale m d f bl I d t 1 d £ t th 

Here the deput t fatinth d dly Itl t 

position of his th ty tl p t f m y d N twith 

t d th ly ! m g— tl t mm d t ly 1 

tlbtl— bf yth hdb hdf hdit 

t th ktthty qtew pdth 

mm d nd ii m t n f th m th 1 m b 11 

t *h b Id t wn h II t f th as t p I It 

app d th t I g mb f th ted I y t F is 

fl d g tl pur t Jy th t m d 

th t kirt. f th t w d g tl gl t d t th d wn f 
th tdymm Ibk pthhj dh 

the more remote parte, and stripping them, of their contents, bore 
off the plunder ; alleging the authority of Mancilla himself, the 
governor of the city, for the outrage. The dress of the troops 
of both armies is the same ; red flannel shirts, caps, and cheripas 
or swaddling cloths- Those of Urquiza, that they might he distin- 
guished by each other in battle, had chosen for a badge a square 
piece of white cotton cloth, placed on the shoulders by thrusting 
the head through & hole in the centre, in the manner of a poncho. 
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ThiB badge tlie-,e maraudoia aasumod ttit they mi^ht J)e mi^ 
taken for the imjding sildiery !Lnholdeued bi iiiceess lu the 
outskirts they begin to penetrate tte central i<irts of the pla e 
Tlie teirified inhabittnts bebevmg them to be the mvadiri, ^nb 
mittcd unresistingly to rapme and sp liation, lest thoy should 
lobe their hvi,a and coi bternation sprcal every where with the 
increasing violence and robberj Many of the laigest and most 
valuable plate and jeweliy sh ps had alnady been sacked, and 
the spirit of plundei grew m pioportiun to the succes'! 

At this juncture, vfhile a party of tweuty or thirty of these 
mounted pillagera was engaged in bursting off the door locks ot a 
rich jeweller's shop with powder, a company of imeni.'in maiinea 
and sailors, in charge of Midshipman Walker, accompanied by Mr, 
G-raham, the American Consul, on their way to tlie chiet scpne of 
pillage — turned into the street near tliem. The lobbera at once 
fired upon them, happily without injury to any one. Our fellows, 
under the authority of their officers, were not alow iu returning 
the salute ; bringing to the ground, by one volley, four of the 
leading brigands. Two wore killed outright, and two mortally 
wounded. The rest wheeled instantly in flight, and were seen no 
more. This first example of the manner by which to check tho 
pillage, led at once to a rally by the citizens. Thoy immediately 
commenced arming themselves, and a stay was put to tho progress 
of what, in a short time, would havo become a general sack of 
the town. 

Mr. Glover arrived the same moment, at tho consulate near 
which the above scene took place, to report the success of the mis- 
sion on which he had accompanied Mr. Pendleton. He had passed 
a I pi ght d b in th ddl m y hours ; but, as there 

w t f th t th h 1 wh h h d been put by our 

ma I thpUj^wldbbttmp rary, and that the 

mdwld ta gfd numbers to avenge 

thdthfth md aswllaatld themselves with 

f b] tyhw n tdbyC md "McKeever to return 
mdflytPl Ihtf Uizaa force sufadent 



by Google 



312 BEAZn. AND LA PLATA. 

to control the disorder and robbery exisUng. The Chief of 
Police, at tlie same time made his appearaaco, to urge the same 
measure. Aeeompanied by this fiinctiouary, Mr, Glover, there- 
fore, again hastened as an express to the Quinta. He was ad- 
mitted immediately to the chieftain, though his companion, the 
Chief of Police, was forbidden his presence. The object of his 
visit was accorded, by an instant order for the entrance to the 
eity of a body of troops sufficient for its protection. Informed 
of the result of the reacoatre with the American marines and 
sailors, he gave full sanction to the interference, and authorized its 
contiauance. The report of this interview was quickly spread 
through the city ; aad the patrol of the foreign r 
armed sailors, and the speedy arrival of the forces j 
Urquiza, allayed the panio of the inhabitanfa. 

The troops of Urquiaa brought with them orders to shoot 
down all persons implicated in the robbery aad disorder. This 
was reiterated by the Provisional Government appointed by him 
upon receiving, as soon as he had taken up his quarters at Palermo, 
the deputation from the city, empowered to surrender it to his 
mercy. Under the orders thus issued, three or four hundred per- 
Boas, both men and womea, were summarily put to death, within 
twenty-four hours ; and a scene of such irlghtful carnage was 
taking place, with the liberty of its continuance for eight days, 
that the hiimanity of Mr. Pendleton led him, aeeompanied by Mr. 
Glover, to hasten once more to head-quarters, to beseech that an 
immediate stop might be put to a slaughter in which it was so 
apparent that the innocent, throngh false accusations of robbi-ry, 
might become the victims of their political and even private ene- 
mies. The good sense of Urquiza led him at once to appreciate 
the justice of this appeal to his humaaity, and to countermand 
the order first issued. The alarm was thus quieted, and a general 
feeling of safety restored. 

It is quite a matter of congratulation with us, that the marines 
and sailors of the Congress and Jamestown, should have been 
BO eminently the means, by their prompt and gallant conduct, of 
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stayiDg a frightful evil ; and, tliat the prestige of the Ameriean 
name, through the frank and philanthropic agency of Mr. Pendle- 
ton and Mr. Glover, should Lave had such ready and such impor- 
tant influence with the victor, now iavested by right of conquest 
with all power here. 

These particulars I learned before leaving Montevideo, from 
my friend Lieut, Turner. This officer was deapatahed to Buenos 
Ayres by Captain Pearson, immediately after the report made 
by Mr, Scheack of the overthrow of the Dictator, He went in 
uharge of the American propeller, " Manuelita de Kosaa," which 
tlie emergency of afiairs and the absence of every suitable tender 
of the kind in the squadron, led Commodore McKeever to char- 
ter for the time being. He arrived in the midst of the excite- 
ment and consternation of the second day after the battle, when 
the pillage was at its height, aod the summary execution of the 
perpetrators by the troops of Urquiza was begun. Being a fel- 
low Virginian and a friend of Mr. Pendleton, he was invited 
to a seat in a carriage with him and Mr. Glover, on their last 
mission of humanity to Palermo ; and thus was a spectator in 
the city and its environs, and at the Quinta itself, of a succession 
of scenes of alarm and confusion, of bloodshed and affecting 
tragedy in various forms, which it is not often the lot even of 
a naval offioer to witness. The city, containing more than a hun- 
dred thousand inhabitants, was under pillage and in panic ; the 
wide suburbs were thronged with ten thousand savage troops, 
dashing to and fro in various directions ; the bodies of dead men 
were scattered about, after liaving been shot down, or having their 
throats cut, not in the conflict of battle, but in wanton pur- 
suit, or by order of a drum-head court-martial j women in com- 
mon life were rushing here and there in terror, and ladies of 
wealth and rank hastening in their carriages through these scenes, 
in agitation and aflright, to the centre of power, to throw them- 
selves at the feet of the conqueror, in supplication for the lives 
and fortunes of those dearest to them. 

It was in the carriage of Madame E , a sister of the fallen 

J + 
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Dictator, that the party made tte excursion This lady her- 
self made ooe of then number and undei the fa\ inng auspices 
of the Aroevicin minister sought the piesenee t the ohief, who 
now oeoupies the palace and wields the power so long and so 
recently in the undisputed po'^^ession of her brother The ave- 
nuea aad corridors of Palermo werecrowdel with mothois sisters, 
and daughters pressing for aud eni.e on like eiranJs of mercy. 
Tho suits of man-v of whom I am hajiy to iH were not in 
vain, but most promptly and geneiously ii.i.ridGd &ueh were 
the scenes amidst which Mi Turner pas-^ed his fiist day here. 
Those of the se:.ond in a ride of fifteefi miles to the lattle-field, 
under thegiiidm:,e of an adjutant and tho pote&tion ot a guard 
furnished hy Urquizj weie if ptssible more exciting and more 
revolting to the feelmgs and Bcareely bearable in the disgust 
created. The whole wiy was marked with evidences of the com- 
pleteness of the overthi jw and the soene of the conflict strewa 
for miles with the bodies of the slaiu lying atdl unbuned The 
whole atmosphere was tainted with the effluvia of tie dead, both 
of man and beast and sad demonstration given ob eveiy side of 
the horrors of wti 

It was his leiie^entafion of the state of affaiia that led me — 

the marriage of m) fiicnd-^ Mias H ind Dr E having 

been duly celebrated and the ciew of the Ccigic^^s ^tiil in tho 
process of a general lilcitj — to the deteimmation of miking the 
visit of a few daji I (ime up m the pi peller, stiU bearing 
a naval pennant embirking on the evening of the lOth, and 
arriving tho next morning 

On landing I found every bote! and lodging house crowded 
to overflowing, with of&iers naval andmihtaiy both nativea and 
foreigners, and with btiangeis from vaiious quaiters who had 
hastened to the enpital on heaiing the result of the conflict 
After long search I was ible ti secure a small tleepmg-room 
oaly, in a public house of very mf rioi oider and suiiered so 
much during the night tiom the ofpie sue Iieat fleas ind mus- 
quitos, as to have made up my mmd ly morning to icium to the 
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Oongress the same day, During my former visit, I had made the 
acquaintance of the Rev. Mr. Lore and Mra Lore, of the Wes- 
leyan Methodist miasioa here, and had baea so much interested 
in them by the brief intercourse, as to be unwilling to take my 
departure now without a call at the parsonage, of a few minutes 
at least. Here I was moat cordially welcomed ; and the cause of 
my intended return becoming known, tbey at once laid an mter- 
dict upon my purpose, and constrained me to accept a room in 
the parsonage, in their power to offer, aaid the kind hospitality 
of their house. 

I had brought with me from the Congress, with the purpose 
of affording him a peep at Buenos Ayres, one of the lads of the 
ship, who had been commended to my special care by an excellent 
widowed mother at home, and who had merited this indulgence 
by long-continued good conduct in his position on board ship. His 
leave of absence extended to the passing day only; and, knowing 
that he waa especially anxious to visit Palermo, I applied to Mr. 
Lore, as soon as it had been determined that I should remain, 
for aid in securing a vehicle to take the drive with him. This he 
at once ga\e, but in place of a ciriiage tiom a liveiy stable is 
I intended he soon appeared with the haudsime e iuipage of one 
of hi*) parishioners and accompaniLd ua in the excursion 

The morning was esces^iiely hot — the chiractei of the 
weathei foi the last fortnight No nm had fallen in that time, 
and the road was one continued bed of deep dust kept in con 
stant motion by the thousand and ten thou andsof hoisea and 
cattle which the Jarge force m bivouac m the em irons of the 
city had brought togethei It is computed that on the day of the 
battle and for some diva succeeding it theie were not less than 
three hundred thons-ind hoises withm the ciiruit of a few 
milM, around the cifj The number of cattle may be eati 
mated by the allowance granted to the troops tor subsistence — 
one animil a day for oery hundred men the number of men in 
bjth armies the conquering and the conquered amounts to 
nure thm ifty tb u^ind and tU dail> Lonamiiton theiefoie 
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is at leaat five bundred. It ■would require pages to describe the 
noyeltj and wild romance of the scenes witnessed in our short 
drive. TKe riding at full tilt, to and fro, of uanumbered Indian- 
like boreemen in the pictureatiue and fierj costume of the native 
cavalry; the fljing past of carriages in one directioa or another, 
through the thick dust of the road ; the lassoing of cattle amidst 
the herds crowding the open plain ; the butchering them when 
entangled, wherever that might be — even in the middle of the 
highway ; and flaying them while still alive, and scarcely well 
brought to the ground ; the masses of hides, and boms, and 
offal scattered about every where; some freshly stripped from 
the carcasses and others in a shocking state of putrefaction; 
the hundreds of loose horses scampering about amid clouds of 
dust ; and unnumbered savage men, in all attitudes, and in every 
kind of grouping, presented sights beyond the power of description. 
As we approached the Quinta, such objects became, if pos- 
sible, more varied and more crowded i while dead horses and dead 
cattle lined the road-side, aTid in some places dotted the ornamen- 
tal canals of the domain with their bloated carcasses. The 
white shell-dust of that, which was once the private drive, cov- 
ered every thing so thickly, that the iron railings, now bent and 
troken down, the orange (rees and willows, once kept so neatly 
washed and so green, appeared as if just powdered with meal. 
Indeed, the aspect of every thing in this respect, was very much 
that of a landscape at home after a fall of snow, while the trees 
and their branches are still in leaf. The house itself-rthough 
surrounded, as when last seen by me, with guards and soldiery, 
and in the same dress ; and by a long line of carriages and led 
horses awaiting the visitors within-rrhad a closed and forsaken air. 
The reception rooms occupied by Urijiiiza, ai-e not in the front. 
Those there, in which w« tad been reeeiyed, with blinds drawt), 
^nd shnUers closed, appeared as though death, as well as desertion, 
was there. It was not our purpose to alight ; and, after a gen- 
eral survey of the establishment as lye drove by, we returned to 
fhe city amidst the same scenes through which we had arrived. 
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The Eext evening I joined a large party of Amei-icfin ladiea 
and gentlemen, residents of Buenos Ayres, in a visit of ceremony 
to Urquiza at Palercuo. Notwithstanding the prcfaure of military 
'q the disposition of his troops, and the appoint- 
visional government for the city and province, he 
led to hold an almost unintermpted levee, for 
the reception of the crowds whose interest it is to pay court to 
him. Many of the most servile of the partisans of Eosas have 
done this in the most sycophantic manner; and many of them, I 
have rejoiced to hear, only to meet his ill-oonoealed contempt and 
pointed rebuke, by a refusal to recognize their presence in some 
instances, and by prompt and stern dismissal from the audience- 
room in others. One incident which occurred interested me 
much. Ool. Maximo Teroro, tlie favorite aide-de-camp of Kosas, 
and the affianced husband of Doiia Manuelita, was made prisoner 
on the day of the battle. It was believed by many — judging of 
the course Urquiza would pursue in the case, by the sanguinary 
precedents of Rosas and other successful aspirants in the past 
history of the country — that he, and such others of the immediate 
partisans of the Dictator as had fallen into bis hands, would be 
severely dealt with, if not summarily shot. Contrary to all ex- 
pectation. Col. Xerero was at oaoe set at liberty on parole. 
Touched by this magnanimity, Gea. Terero the father, a con- 
fidential friend of Bosas, and long bis partner in extensive 
financial operations, hastened to Palermo to wait upon the 
commander-in-chief, and to thank him for the clemency and kind- 
ness he had shown to his son. He approached him with the 
following words, " Gea. Urquiza, I have come to Palermo to 
tender to you the unfeigned thanks of a father, for sparing the 
life of a son, whose life and liberty were in your power. You 
have, sir, my most sincere and heartfelt gratitnde. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart. I am known to you as the friend 
of General Rosas. He long since won my confidence, has long 
had my warm friendship, and I have never seen cause for with- 
drawing these fi;om him." I'he frankness and independence of 
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this address met an appreciating spirit ia Urquiza ; and seiziDg 
him cordially by the hand, he exclaimed, " Gen. Terero, I am 
most happy to see you. I am glad to hear you express yooraelf 
as you Lave. I believe what yon say — yours ia the first honest 
speech I have heard in Palermo ; and I honor you for it. " 

At the time of our presentation by Mr. Pendleton the saloons 
and corridors were crowded; and the audience was brief, and, on 
the part of the General, unavoidably constrained. He wore 
a dress-coat of black, with white waistcoat ; and, though polite 
and gentlemanly, appeared to much less adrantage and less at 
home in the drawing-room, than on the tented field of Pantanoso. 
Ho appeared, too, to be jaded and eshansted ; which he indeed 
must be, after the fatigue and excitement without intermission 
of the last fortnight. At the end of fifteen minates we took 
leave ; and after a turn along the parterres of the flower-garden, 
drove rapidly to the city, to escape a gust of wind and rain which 
was seen to be gathering with gi'eat blackness, in a threatening 
quarter. 

On Friday, I made a visit to the hospital, in which most of 
the wounded of both parties are now collected, to the nomber 
of five or six hundred. The accommodations, in ordinary times, 
are limited and indifferent, and are now altogether inadequate. 
The surgeons and physicians are too few for the duty, and the 
services of Dr. Folta, of the U. S. sloop Jamestown, have been 
gratefally accepted. The wounds of many of the poor creatures 
are frightful ; especially those caused by grape and round shot. 
From the heat of the weather, and the length of time that elapsed 
after the battle before they could be properly attended to, such 
are now in a dreadful condition. Those made by lances are chiefly 
from behind, and show frightfiil thrusts on the part of the pur- 
suers. Many of the wounded have died daily ; and the state of 
many more is hopeless. The edifice appropriated as a hospital 
is itself spacious and massive, and is of special interest, from 
having been the resideneia or palace of the viceroys of Buenoa 
Ayres. Mr. Lore took mo a ride also, the same morning, through 
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the auliiirbs, in a semicircular sweep from one end of the city to 
the other — the haae-line of tbe circuit being the river. There 
ia little to interest one in the ecenei'j, the whole ia so flat ; and 
th d w h t ■ f 1 d V t 1 8, lined by 

m d bb h ^ 11 d h rn suburbs 
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part of the enclosure, a natural terrace attains a height of about 
twenty feet above the general level. To this I was iod as one of 
the finest points of view in the neighborhood. The extent of the 
laodseape commaaded from it was less than a mile, across a flat 
meadow, bounded at that distance by a range of tree-tops, above 
which rose the masts of some small craft at anchor in a stream, 
whose banks the trees line. I could acarcely avoid a smile in 
hearing thia called a " fine view," while in imagination my eye 
swept, in comparison, over that spread before you in such wide 
expaoae at Kiverside. In the course of our ride, we visited the 
English Protestant burial-ground ; a rural eemotory on the south- 
side of the city. It embraces several acres, surrounded by a 
substantial wall, entered by a handsome gateway of iron ; and 
has a lodge for the keeper, and a small, well-built chapel for the 
funeral service. Besides a variety of prettily-arranged shrub- 
beries, it is ornamented with two or three avenues of the Pride 
of China, which grows here in great perfection : the whole forming 
an attractive and raral resting-place for the dead. 

The observations of the day were completed by the inspection, 
under the guidance of Mr. Graham, of the new city residence of 
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mal.OaJny. The vien fiom it cumprisea, as on a map, the city, 
river, roadstead and skipping ; and the country in every direction 
as for as its flatness allows the vision to reach. It conveys a 
strong impression of the size, good order, and architecture of the 
city. Every prominent building is in conspicuous view ; all the 
old Spanish churches— the Cathedral, the Merced, the collegiate, 
or former Jesuit College, that of San Francisco, San Domingo 
and San Miguel ; and the Eesidoiicia or vice-regal palace, now 
tke genera! hospital. All these are of dark stone, and are time- 
atained and moss-oovered : massive and enduring piles, with many 
attractive features in the varied taste and symmetry of their archi- 
tecture, and in tke well-defined proportions of dome and tower, 
pediment and belfry. The lantern top of this look-out is furnished 
with a fine telescope, by which every object is subjected to near 
inspection ; and it was a favorite resort of the Dictator, during his 
hours of seclusion in town. One story of the tower leading to 
this observatory, is a handsomely proportioned apartment, paved 
with tessellated marble of red and wkite. It is said to kave been 
the favorite sleeping- room of Itosas, when he remained in the 
city over night, being secure from approach except by the spiral 
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stairs, wliioh coald lie ea.sily defeoded. A fixture in one of the 
galleries of an open court into which the chief suites of rooms 
open, particularly struck me as a novelty ; it is a fireplace with 
a grate and handsomely finished inarhle mantle, so that, if one 
choose, he may sit hy a fireside in the open air, when the 
temperature makes it desirable. 

As I looked around upon the spacioas and wclJ -appointed 
establishment, through which DoHa Manuelita, a few days since, 
moved a princess, surrounded ' by luxury, and oppressed witli 
the adulations of courtiers and admirers, I could not hut anew 
deeply sympathize witb her, in her flight and esile, with scarce 
n change of apparel, or a friend to chcor her uuder her reverse 
of fortune. 

On leaving, we made an effort to gain admission to the Sala, 
or hall of Representatives near by, and to the public library of the 
city ; but without success, from the abaenee of the persons having 
possession of the keys. A Porieno — a name by which the Buenos 
Ayreans pride themselves in being called — of intelligent and 
gentlemanlike appearance, on overhearing our application for 
admittance to the library and the cause of its failure, said plea- 
santly to us, " It is well for the credit of the city that the key 
cannot be found ; we are thus saved a just reproach in the eyoa 
of intelligent visitors." 

14* 



by Google 



CHAPTER XXVI. 



Fehrttary ^Hh.- — On Saturday, I accompanied a large party 
of ladies and gentlemen, Americans and English, in a visit to the 
scene of the late hattle. It ia called indiscriminately, " Monte 
Caaeros," from the name of the country-house at which Rosas 
took position in meeting the enemy, and " Moron," from that of 
the nearest hamlet, a mile or two distant. 

We were off at an early hour. The morning was brilliant, 
and delightful iu its freshness : almost too cool, in contrast with 
the escessiye heat of the first few days after my arrival The 
road we tooli led past several country-seats in the suhtu-ba, at 
which the victorious troops were still quartered. Their horses 
and camp-fires had made sad havoc with the shrubberies and 
plantations of these ; many of the trees being terribly barked by 
the former, while their limbs had been stripped off and cut up for 
luel by the latter. Bivouac after bivouac, and rude encampment 
after encampment, extended miles beyond Palermo ; while the 
road on either side, and often in its centre, presented the aspect 
of a continued slaughter house — the hoofs, horns, hides and en- 
trails of the animals daily slain for the subsistence of the soldiery, 
being scattered about every where, and polluting the air with their 
offensive effluvia. TLe whole distance of fifteen miles, gave 
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evidence of the desolating effects of the retreat of the vanquished, 
and of the marauding presence of the victors. 

At the end of twelve miles, we came upon tho military village 
of Santos Lugares, composed of brick huts, the regular canton- 
ment of the army, from whicn Eosas had led his force of twenty 
thousand to Monte Caseros, on the evening of the 1st instant. 
This seemed now, literally, a " deserted village : " every building 
being vacant, with the appearance of having suffered utter pillage. 
It has its church, and an estensive common, or green, ornamented 
at one point by a clump of ombu, a species of gum-tree — the chief 
emblem of the country. Shortly after passing this, we caught 
view in the distance of the white lower of Monte Caseros, the 
liead-quartera of Eosas at the commencement of the battle. Its 
mirador, or observatory, oommaads a view of the surrounding 
region ; and from it he watched the advance of Urquiza, and for 
a time, the progress of the engagement. lie then descended to 
the field, and toot part in the fight, till it waa evident the day 
was lost. Persuaded of this, he seized a cartridge from the box 
of a common soldier ; breaking it in pieces, he blackened his 
face with the powder, and mounting a magnificent horse, in readi- 
ness near by, sucteedcd m makmg his escape amid the dust and 
npioar of the general rout He made his way without beiiig 
rc:,ognized, to the residence of the British minister m the city. 
Theie his daughter jomed him, and under the guidance of that 
gentleman both sought lefuge at midnight, in the disguise before 
mentioned, on board the flag-ship of Admiral Henderson. 

Evidences of the conflict, or rather of the flight and pursuit, 
now began rapidly to multiply, in tattered portions of clothing 
and in accoutrements — caps, sword-belts, cartridge-boses, bay- 
onet-sheaths, cuirasses, and broken musical instruments, and 
drums. What seemed the most singular part of this camp equi- 
page, was the quantity of letters and manuscript papers, scat- 
tered widely and for great distances over the ground. Soon the 
more revolting spectacle of a dead body presented itself here and 
there, naked and ghastly, blackening in the sun, in a frightful 
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8tat6 of decomposition, and tainting tli9 wliolo atmoHphere bj ita 
impurity, Tliese multiplied rapidly aa we advanced ; none of 
the slain of either party having yet been buried, excepting such 
as have been sought for and discovered by personal friends. The 
briclt wills of the country house and those rf a large ciKiikr 
do\ecrto of the same maternl, white wished am a good deal 
maiked and shattered by balls both of cannon and musketry 
After Rost^ hid lett the obaeivitoij and the house a strong 
partj ot hio cfScers kept p '.session of them When the battk 
seemed to ho gnen up, it was supposed by the ^Ktois that these, 
like others outside, had surrendered; but on attempting to enter, 
they were met by a volley of musketry, witli the cry of " Viva 
Kosas ! " This led to an immediate onslaught by the assailants ; 
and every man within, amounting to thirty or forty, was at once 
put to the sword. Till within a day or two past, tJieir bodies lay 
piled upon each other as they had thus fallen, upon the stairs 
and platforms of the tower ; and eiace having been draped out, 
still lie scattered over the lawn in nakedness and putrefaction. 
Two or three bodies are stretched, on the roof of the dove-house 
also, as they fell on being ghot down in ita defence. 

Though the engagement commenced at daybreak and contin- 
ued three or four Lours, the number of the slain is thought not 
to exceed three hundred ; and the wounded, not more than sii. 
Still these numbei-s are quite sufficient, where father met son and 
brother met brother, in deadly fight. While we were on the 
tower, two brothers happened there, and pointed out to us the 
positions of the two forces, at different times during the engage- 
ment, Both were in the battle, one with the troops of Rosas, 
and the other with those of Urijuiza. 

With the exception of the objects mentioned, there was little 
to interest ; and, after strolling around for an hour or two, we 
returned to the shade of the ombu trees of Santos Lugares, to 
partake of an ample lunch, provided by the ladies of the party. 
One result of the excursion, was the opportunity it afforded me of 
gaining my flrst sight of what is here termed the ' camp ; ' the flat 
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open country of tlie pampas, or plains, which extead hundreds of 
leagues, with a surface more level and less wooded than that of 
the prairies of the West with us : a vast sea of grass and thistles, 
without roads or enclosares, and without a hahitation except at 
long interv 1 NthgbLth Jgtl ul t 

be now and th mb ismg th d ta t h Ik 

ship at sea. T II j th pi wh tl 1 b b 

or in oarri Ik y th d t tii 

over the tra kl p l>y p 

The 19th w pp t d f th p blic entiy of Urquiza into 
the capital, with the entire allied force, cavalry, infantry, and 
artillery, to fie number of tweaty thousaad. Rain dnring the 
preceding night, laid the dust and freshened the air. The morn- 
ing was pure, cool and pleasa t m wh t > d by clouds till 
noon, but after that hour, clea d b Ul t. L y treet and 
every house was gay with flutte fl ^ i th 1 ars of all 
civUized nations, and the whol ty n g 1 d I Lad invita- 
tions to the balconies of sever 1 j t h d ff nt streets 
through which the procession w ul 1 p , b t p t i ,.d a roving 
commission, witii the advantage of being able to change at plea- 
sure my point of view. I chose a stand at an angle of" the Piaaa 
Victoria, or place of victory, the principal square in the city 
near a triumph I 1 tl th t t fh gl wh h th 
procession w Id d i A p th PI It w th I t po t 
for observat g w t th h f ffi d 
troops, and c d p d ceil th m t p pl la 
the open squ th 1 nt f tl m m t f t y 
its centre ; a d f th i bl b Id gs f t w 11 f 
the crowded hi d fl tt pp d f f th 1 
houses, thron d w th p t t f II ag 1 b tl 
holiday attire 

Urqmzaa jt g 1 d mm d h f w th h 

staff, headed th 1 m Tl h d f m d t P 1 m th 
cavalry being ^it 1 tl f ty ! t II y t b t 

The chieftair d ilitfhtffw tfU f 
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With a military coat, ho wore a round hpaver hat and scarlet hat- 
band, and held a riding whip in his hand as if on a hunt The red 
hatband, besides its demi SI vagp loA jjaie offKnoe it m siid, to 
the Buenos Ayreans, by rcmmdin^ them of the thiald^m of 
whieh it had been made a bad^^e under Ejsas, and whah, with 
the waistcoat and every thing if the same color, thpy had indig 
nantlj and with abhorrence thrown oft, the moment they found 
themaeWes free to do so It la also said that eiery demm^tra 
tion of popular feeling byshoutsiul Mva" hid been interdicted , 
and there was little enthusiasm manitoated in this way. BiujULtft, 
howe er w e showered upon the eon { e o n g eat al indance, 
and h s han ! and tl o e of h s mme ! ate s to we e illed with 
suoh as had been p Iced p and hande i t tl n It uclc me, 
notw thstand ng that there was oth ng yc y j,ra"? o 8 n the ex- 
press n of unt nan o or mann r of tl e he o that something 
had gone amiss, and ho was only tolerating w th lecent c vility the 
oouitesies shown him. He declined to dismount in the city, and 
coBtinned the rido in circuit to Palermo again. The cavalry, 
constituting the principal body of the troops, in the Guacho dress 
of red flaneel shirts aiid cheripas, white cotton pantalets, and red 
caps worn d la brigand, had all the appearance of so many wild 
Arabs, clothed in red in place of white. They were barefooted, 
and unshaven and unshorn ; and varied in oomplexi'on, from the 
red and white of the Saxon, here and there, to the jet of Congo. 
Four hours were occupied by the procession in passing a single 
point ; though the cavalry, towards the close, rode at full chargOj 
when, especially, they bore an aspect as wild as that of the desert 
itself. General Lopez, the Governor or President of the Province 
of Corrientes, second to UrquiBa in command, appeared in full 
military costume, as did Baron Oasias, chief of the Braailian 
division. Both were magnificently mounted. 

The booming of cannon from vanous points was heard during 
this triumphal march through the city ; and a stationary band in 
frout of the cathedral played at intervals, as the rcgimenta! 
bands, one after another, passed beyond hearing. In tlie evening, 
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the arcades surrounding the eastern and southern sides of the 
Plaza, tlie cabildo or town hall frontiag it on one side, the cathe- 
dral at one corner, and tho monument of victory in the centre, were 
illuminated ; and for an hour and more, there was a good display 
of fireworks. The remaining days of th w k w p claimed 
holidays, and the decorations in flags, the Hum t d music 

at night were contioued. 

Two days ago, a grand Tc Deum, in mm t of the 

overthrow of Rosas, was celebrated in th th d 1 presence 
of Urquiza aud of the newly appointed p 1 g nment ; 

the officers of the allied armies; and of 11 th d g t ea of the 
church. An immense crowd was brought t tl by h iaterest 
of the occasion itself, and by the apectacl p ted so targe 
an assemblage of persons of official rank and power. The ordinary 
services were accompanied by a rhapsody in the form of a seniion, 
delivered by a young ecclesiastic, who, from having been chosen 
for orator on such an oeeasioo, must have some pretension to 
talent and eloquence. I have seen a copy of his discourse in 
Spanish, and will give a hasty translation of some of its passages 
which throw light upon the popular view of the public character 
and government of Rosas ; and give proof also of the adulations 
showered upon the Conqueror. The address occupied more than 
an hour ia the delivery, and is at least a curiosity as a sermon. 
The test from the Vulgate, was announced ia Latin, and was the 
opening verse of the song of Moses after the destruction of the 
Egyptians in the Bed Sea ; 

mpheii gloriously! 



The introduction, written in Dellacruscaa style, and delivered with 
the action of the stage, consists of all manner of apt^trophes — 
to the Plata, to Liberty, to Peace, to the Argentines, and to the 
Virgin Mary, for aid in the office of his ministry. Two general 
points are then pr esc u ted, —one the duty of thanksgiving for a 
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deliveraTice from evil; tLe other of thanksgiving for blessings 
conferred. UndiT the first he iDstitutes a parallel between the 
rejoicings of Home on the fall of Nero, and of those due from 
Buenos Ayreans on the ore tl t E a. th — T II m 

■was it right for the Romans d g th m 1 w th g land 
of flowers and elothed with gl d t h il w th hall 1 j h th 

jubilee of their deliverance; t th w p n th te pi and 
offer incense to their gods intet yfth ttdwhn 

they saw the dead body of th n t b b f th gn 

— that monster, whose eruelty was not satiated with the blood 
even of his own mother, and whose corruption made him regardless 
of the moat sacred obligations of the marriage tie ? Was it not 
right, I say, that the Roman people should hymn songs of thank- 
fulness before the altars of their gods, in view of the still palpitat- 
ing remains of Nero, that impei-sonation of cruelty, who, seated 
on a mount, instead of weeping like tlie prophets over the destruc- 
tion of the capital set on fire by himself, rejoieed in the death- 
shrieks of its inhabitants ? I do not believe, gentlemen, that any 
of you condemn this eonduct of the Romans — do I eiy condemn? 
I know that you justify, you piaifce you appliud it and if it 
was right, if it was laudable, if it wa% piaiseworthy in the Romans 
gratefully to acknowledge, and joy fully to gne thanks to their 
gods for a deliverance from the tyianny of Nero is it not equally 
so in us Argentines to offer to the tiue God the imenae of oni 
praise for liberating us from the dc?poti=im of Rosas — that tyrint, 
that wild beast, that scandal of our nation that shame upon 
humanity, that seourge of society and of leligion that minotaur, 
more thirsty for blood than hira of Cute who fed m human 
victims ? Yes 1 all of jou wdl confess that it is j lat — and the 
more just as he was more erael than even Nero Haw moie ^o '' 
Can it be possible that there ever was a man as cruel as he, much 
less more so ? Sirs, the lengthened series of eighteen hundred 
years did not, indeed, produce such a man : but the epoch of the 
barbarous Dictator of the Argeiitiuo Eepublte had not yet arrived. 
Tlie nineteenth century, great in all its aspects in the annals of 
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ages, was to he conspicuous by the produotion of tliis monstei' 
of cruelty. Yes, gentlemen, lie was not only as cruel, but more 
cruer than the oppressor of the Komans. 

" Let us make the comparisoa. But first, Argentines, rise from 
the places you occupy — rise, and make haste to close the temple 
doors that no foreigner eome in ; and if any such should already 
have entered, supplicate them to retire, that they hear not of 
the horrors perpetrated by a son of our soil. Yes 1 rise, hasten 
quick, fly I But why ? Alas ! oh sorrow ! — stay ! stay 1 it is too 
late : the clamorous echo of the ciy raised by his cruelty has 
resound d to the ends ot the ea th I etra t my 11, and beg 
yo \rg t es to fly — ^ye fly t the po t*I of the temple: 
b t let t be to of en them w lely from s de t s le thit entrance 
may be g en t tl nhab ta ts of the wl ole wo ! 1 — if it were 
pow b!e of the ent re n se — to be w tues es of r reclama- 
t n nd I ear the p t t we ol nnlj mat-e n the [resence of 
the 1 avens an 1 of the ea tl before the alta -s of our Gfld : 
\e ghb g Eej bl cs I To e ga nat ons Al ye people of the 
earth I know, jnd tr sn t to yo n le. cenda,nts from age to age 
that the children of the Plata repudiate this monster ; we despoil 
him of the prerogatives of au Argentine ; we banish him from our 
fatherland ; and by the auanimous vote of the entire Republic, 
seotence him to wander from place to place, and from land to 
land ; and, like Oaia the fratricide, to carry the mark of his crime 
branded on his brow, that his own ignominy may be the expiation 
of his transgi'essions. 

" Yes 1 I again say, Rosas was more cruel than Nero. Let 
us analyze the fiiots in the case. Why is Nero represented in 
histflry as the greatest tyrant among sovereigus ? Hear Tacitus ; 
' He was,' says the historian, ' the assassin of his mother, of 
his brother, of his tutor, and of an immense number of Chris- 
tians. He set Borne on Are. ' What horroi-s ! and the tyrant 
of the Argentines, did he perpetrate such enormities ? Some 
of them lie did — others he did not. But the credit of omitting 
to perpetrate those which he did not commit is to be attributed 
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to a dissimilarity of circumstances, not to a dlfferenee in moral 
principle Rosas did not sacrifice hia mother, bat it was because 
she did not threaten to deprive him of his power. He did not 
sacrifice his brothers, because none of them attempted to snatch 
from him the reins of government : or if thoy did, they fied 
beyond his reach. He did not sacrifice his tutor, because he 
never had one ; but he had an instructor in political economy and 
a patron in his early public career, and him he did assassinate. 
Oh 1 sad remembrance ! Sirs, you all know the horrible death 
of Maza, President of the House of Representatives, — that noble 
patriot and good man, who was murdered in the very temple of 
the laws : not in its vestibule, but in the very sanctum sanctorum ! 
" And did Rosas sacrifice a large number of Christians ? 
Ala« I would I were not under the necessity of answering this 
(jueation. Well theu — I will not do it ; but answer for me, ye 
numerous auditors who listen to me. Speali, ye many widows, 
whose hearts, as ye listen to my words, are broken with sorrow — 
let the tears speak with which you have been fed till the present 
day. Speak, ye fathers, who still pour out your grief in sighs 
upon your children's tombs. Speak, ye numerous orphans, who, 
while embracing with kisses the fathers of your love, have sud- 
denly beheld them expire beneath the point of the dagger I Do 
thou, city of Buenos Ayres — do thou speak : and speak every 
province, speak every town, speak every family of the Republic ! 
Oh, thou year of 1840 I fatal epoch I What days of dark- 
ness, what days of mourning, what days of tears ! your memory will 
forever embitter oar existence. Ah I yes — in every street, in every 
house, inevery room, we then stumbled over some victim — innocent 
victim, for, to be innocent was, iu the eyes of that wicked one, the 
greatest of crimes. Humanity is horrified by the frightful truth ] 
The story seems like a fable, but wo ourselves are witnesses to 
the facts. Had the blood which was then shed, been miBgled 
with the waters of the mighty river rolling beside us, they would 
have reddened to crimson, Peath itself seemed eshai^ted in the 
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esecution of anch cruelty ; and the dead tlieraselves, could they 
appak, would exclaim, ' How horrihie ! ' 

" Aud were they Christiana only that lio immolated ? Nero 
did not slay his priests ; at leaat, history does not say that he 
attempted it. And Koaas, did he ? Ah ! that tyrant not oulj 
attempted it, hut placed the seal upon the record of hia impieties 
in the blood of the anointed of the Lord. That hlood still eriea 
to Heaven for vengeance, and like the infernal furies, will follow 
and torment the guilty criminal. 

" And EosaB ? did he burn the city ? Would he had de- 
stroyed it rather than have prolonged our martyrdom. But in 
thia there would have heeu too much humanity for him. Hia 
object was to protract our agony the better to enjoy the misery. 

" Finally, what were tlie articles of Nero's religious fciith? 
You all know that he was a Pagan — how then could it be strange 
that he should persecute his adversaries ? Aud Rosas, was he 
likewise a Pagan ? Would that he had been I — that he had been 
ao openly ! Hia wickedness was not so great that he did not call 
him If a f th 1' Ah ! unhappy man, thou art accountable for 
the ab t d d to the church ; for thou, like another Henry 

VIII f Engl nd lidst constitute thyself the priest, and the 
bish p a d th P p of the Republic, If there has been demor- 
aliaat n n s ty thou art accountable to the Great Judge for 
it ; f th h t terfcred with the most sacred rights of reli- 
gion lu at d laws ; and for twenty years hast set back the 
oivil z t a f tl e Republic, and made the relentless knife the 
onlj nd n nt t excel. But, it is enough 1 Thanks to the 
valiant, the all-powerful Urquiza' the country now reposes in 
ti jurjuilhtv : we are fice fiom the deapotism of the odious tyrant. 

" And IS it not light that we should he thankful to the 
Almighty for the benbfiti reiened at hia hands? We have 
attained our liberty. Oh ' mcomparahlo good ! Oh 1 gift of 
inestimable value ! And to whom ^>haU we give our thanks, if 
not to Thee, Pathei of mortiea ?— to whom if not to Thee, 
Giver of all joy. To Thee, thuefore Fountain of all felicity, 
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we give thanka I But likewise to thy Barae, great Tlrquiza ! to 
thee, whose name will be immortal; to thee our gratitude will he 
eternal, and the echo of our aotuowledgtaents will be heard, even 
to the ends of the earth. The heart of every Argentine will be 
a temple from which thoa wilt receive the sweet incense of our 
affeetion; and tradition will for ever transmit to our descendants 
the name of him who has restored to us our liberties. Most 
eacellent sir, we salute thee as the morning star of the happy 
day of freedom that has dawned upon our country. We acclaim 
thee aa our Washington ! The Washington of the Argentine 
Kepublio ! What a glory for you, sir I Argentines ! I call 
your attention to your deliverer i fix your gaze on that bold cham- 
pion. Let your modesty, sir, suffer me in the transports of my 
gratitude to express the sentiments of my heart. Yes, Argen- 
tines, fix again, I say, your gaze on that brave warrior. See you 
those sciatiliating eyes beaming with humanity ? they have suf- 
fered prolonged vigils for your liberty. Behold that capaoious 
brow — even yet bronzed by the suns of the camp ! it has beea 
absorbed in the profoundest meditations for your liberty ! Do 
you perceive those features full of expressions of goodness ? they 
have suffered the rigors of heat and the inolemenoies of the 
seasons for your liberty. Witness ye that elevated and finely 
modelled breast, the temple of a magnanimous heart ? It has 
been exposed to the bullet and the lance of the tyrant, for your 
libertv Do you observe the nei-vous arm and powei-fal liand, so 
well known m battle ^ thej ha\ e wielded (he sw ord v iliantly for 
your liberty yes for our libi-rty, he voluntarily renounced hia 
sleep to give liiy mind, diy and night, to deep thought ; for our 
liberty, he ftai,rificed his own comfort and well being ; for our 
liberty he hazarded his life 1 For our liberty be has suffered 
hungei, thirst, and conflicts, vad to achieie it, impetuous rivers 
hive ippeared to him but smooth rivulet'!, enoimous deserts like 
populous pLins, the longest marches but ohort excursions, and 
t!ie greatest ol stadc* the merest trifles What courage ! what 
heroism ' whit patiiotitm ' 
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" What fortuae 13 ours, Argentines, to bave a man of so much 
esoellence, in him whom Providence has sent to liberate us, and 
give to us the guarantee of a. oonstitutioual government. Eter- 
nal Father, God of all goodness, what thaaksgiving shall we 
render to Thee for this evidence of Thy mercy ? " 

With tliis fulsome rhapsody, terminates the second act of the 
jolitical drama of the Plata. 
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March SO^A.— While in Buenos Ajres, we were indebted for 
repeated liospitality, at dinners and other entertainments, to the 
American Minister and otlier fellow-eitizens from the United 
States, including my kind friends of tlie MetLodist parsonage, 
where I was a constant guest. 

We left on the 25tli ult. The Montevideans esnlt greatly ia 
the overthrow of Bosas ; and, on our return, we found the citiaens 
in the midst of public rejoicing, and various festivities. The 
12th inst. was a grand gala for the reception of the troops of 
the Republio, whioli had been, engaged in the battle of Monte Oas- 
eroa. Among the most gallant of these was the negro regiment. 
A few days afterwards, I witnessed a. religious ccrcniony of 
thanksgiving, at the cathedral, characteristic of the services of 
the church here, in which this composed the audience. March- 
ing into the public square in two detachments, each led by a baud, 
they formed in line, in front of the church, and entering it in 
military procession, filled its spacious nave. The bands took a 
stand on either side near the chancel. The soldiers, at the word 
of command, knelt with tlieir arms reversed; the priest approach- 
ing the altar, opened the books and commenced the service, not 
by reading, at least not so as to be heard, but in pantomime. 
One of the bands, at tlie same time, began the perfor 
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opera, in ■which it was relieved at intervals by tte other ; while 
the bell of the priest gave signal, from time to time, to the sol- 
diers, for the requisite smitings on the hreaat, crossings of the 
forehead, lips and chest, and bowings of tlie head. The musio of 
the opera was continued without intermission for half an hour, 
till the performance at the altar was brought to a close; and then 
changed to a lively quick-step, to the gay movements of which, 
the troops again marched to their quarters. 

The French Admiral, Lepredour, and the Braailian Admiral, 
GreHfell, both received official intelligence from their respective 
governments by the last mail-packet, of their advancement from 
the rank of rear to that of vice-admiral, in acknowledgment of 
the importance of their services here. The 21st inst. was made 
a festival in tlie squadrons of both, as the day on which their new 
flags were first hoisted, when they received a salute from the 
vessels of their respective sciuadrons, from those of other nations 
here, and from the batteries on shore. 

Admiral GrenfeU, an Englishman by birth, and originally an 
officer in the Eoyal Navy, is greatly distinguished for his gal- 
lantry, and for many brilliant acts in the naval history of the 
South American States : first, under Lord Cochrane, — the pres- 
ent admiral. Earl Dundonald — in the Chilian Navy ; and after- 
wards under the same officer in that of Brazil on the Atlantic 
coast. For twenty years past he has rendered most important 
service in the Imperial Navy ; has had chief command on occa- 
sions of distinction and honor; and, still in the confiden ot th 
Emperor, waa called from the civil appointment of con ul n 1 
in England, to take command of the squadron sent to fa 1 tate 
the operations of the allied forces of Entre-Eios and E a 1 
against Rosas. This he successfully did, rendering ab t e 
the defences which Eosas planned to prevent Urciuiza a i as 
from crossing the Parana — thus removing the only obstacle in their 
march to Buenos Ayres. For this service, to the order of the 
Southern Cross, previously conferred on him, that of the Grand 
Cross of the Imperial Order of the Eose is added, and he pro- 
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moted tfl the highest rank in the Brazilian Nayj. He has been 
a regular attendant on the Sahhath in the ohapeS, in which I offi- 
ciate oil shore ; and apparently is one of the most devout of the 
■worshippers there, and one of the most attentive of my hearers. 

Shortly after my return from Buenos Ayres, it was intimated 
to me that some appropriate notice of the important political 
events which had occtured, not only in the relief of Montevideo 
from siege, but in the overthrow of its most powerful eaerny, would 
give satisfaction to the chnrch and coDgregation. On the suc- 
ceeding Sabbath, therefore, my discourse, in addition to such allu- 
aions as I thought proper to make — in regard to the affairs of the 
Eepuhlic of which this place is the capital — embraced the duty of 
Protestant Christians, resident in it, though not themselves citi- 
zens, towards the people and their rulers. The general tenor of 
my subject may be inferred from the test, " I exhort, therefore, 
first of all, that supplication, and prayers, intercessions and giving 
of thanlcs be made for all men : for kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaeable life In all god- 
liness and honesty." The practical application which I attempted 
to enforce will be most readily condensed by a quotation from a 
filiniliax hymn : 

" So let our lips nnd lives expTBEs 
The holy Goapsl, wa profess, 
So lot oiir works and vivtnea shine. 
To prove the doctrine all divine. 

Thus shall we beet prodium abroad 

The honorfi of our Saviour God ; 
When Bis salvation reigns within, 

And grace subdues the power of sin." 

Admiral Gronfell was preseot. I was in doubt as to the light 
in which he, a monarchist by birth and an imperialist by commis- 
sion, might view the subject aa iOustrated, iu some portions, by the 
history and experience in faith and prayer, of the fathers of our 
own Eepublie ; and was gratified to hear that he had expressed 
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timaelf in terms of uDqualified satisfaction witli tlio entire dia- 
oouTse. 

April 20/A.— Since my last date, we have made a cruise of 
three weeks off the Plata. la addition to the various exer- 
cises, nautical and military, for which chiefly we put to sea, sev- 
eral interesting experiments were made under the direetioa of 
Mr. Parker, the flag-lieutenant of our ship, in deep sea soundings. 
The first result of muoh interest was obtained oa the 3d inst., in 
S. Lat. 35° 25' W. Long. 45° 10'. It was during a dead calm; 
the surface of the ocean being every where glassy as a aewly- 
froaen lake. Not a ripple at any point roet the eye. At 9 
o'clock in the morning, a reel, on which had been arranged ten 
thousand fathoms of line, furnished by the Hydrographical Bureau 
and brought to the Congress by the sloop St. Mary, was fitted to 
one of the quarter-boats, in which Lieut. Parker and Mr. Glover 
left the ship to try the depth of the sea. They had expected to 
be absent a few hours only, and took no refieshments, not even a 
breaker of water with them ; but the calm continued, and inter- 
ested m the duty in which they were engaged, they remained 
with the boat's crew the whole day in voluntary fast. The sinker 
was a thirty-two pound shot. Eight thousand five hundred fath- 
oms were expended, and at sunset the hne wajj still slowly run- 
ning off the reel. The true depth gained was believed to be only 
about three thousand five hundred fathoms; the remainder being 
stray line carred away by a strong submarine current. The exist- 
ence of this was conclusively ascertained : its rate being nearly two 
miles the hour, in a direction opposite to the surface current, whieh 
had a force of about one mile per hour. The determination of this 
fiict was an abundant reward for the labor of a wearisome day in 
the glaring sun. Nine miles of the line were lost. Upon at- 
tempting to haul it in, tlie tension became so great that five men 
could obtain a few fathoms only per minute ; and greater force being 
applied, it parted a few hundred yari^ from the boat. Different 
soundings were afterwards satisfactorily secured, at the various 
depths of 950, 1500, 1780, 2000, 2100, and 2200 fathoms, the par- 
15 
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ticulara of wMoh. are prepared for transmissloa to Lieutenant 
Maury. Fifteen ttousand fathoms of line were fumislied by the 
Congress when ia Rio, to tho commander of H. 35. M. Frigate 
Herald, whom we met there ; and it is reported that soundings 
were obtained by him on his way to the Pacific, at a depth of 
more than seven thousand fathoms. 

Th Im whi h nabled ns to make our first deep sounding 

t d f th d ys, with a temperature like the finest autum- 

1 w th t h m The slcy during the time, was clear and 

b 11 t h th ly 1 y and night : for a full moon, ia a state of the 

tm ph 1 ul iy translucent, aiforded us a splendor of light 

th t hi I th w to occupy themselves in reading. During 

th t m I w m t their stations reading hooks, even of small 

p t th m 1 w tch. Itumediatcly afterwards, however, we 

] d th h est gale, with the wildest and most tumul- 

t w h 1 own since leaving the United States. In 

m II 1 t w Id have been fearful ; but the Congress is so 

1 g d [ft sGa-bird in her motions, that she rides and 

p t am g th b Hows with an case and triumph that call 

f th I t ly She dashes from her bows and lofty bul- 

waika ^ 6 pl yfulneas, seas which would sweep the decks 

f m 11 ft bury them beneath an avalanche of water. 

Th h th 1 w heavy, the sky was bright ; and in the after- 

p Ilj h the rays of the sun fell obliciucly upon 

"The rsstleaa, seething, stormy seal " 

the scene was maguifioent. As sea after sea rose high against the 
sun, it would change in hue from the blue of indigo to emerald 
green. Then creating into snowy whiteness, would scatter itself 
far and wide, in beds of sparkKng diamonds. The tumultuous 
u bin nd ' f mighty waters in endless forms around us; 
th 1 p 11 f th frigate to the leeward ; and then, the rapid 
[lung 1 If m t lown a mountain, as it were, into a yawning 
gltblwmd th afternoon to me one of admiration and 
A\Jd 
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Below decks, it is true, every tiling was uncomfortable enough. 
Tiie ward-room was dark and dreary ; and the gim-deck all afloat. 
Still, as is generally the ease with the sailor in such rough 
weather, all hands were in high spirits, and the deeper the roll of 
the ship — though hy it, one half the crew should he pitched 
across the ship ; and the heavier the plunge downward, though 
followed hj rivers of water taken in at the hawser-holes and 
tridle-ports — especially, if those ou deck were at the same time 
drenched by the breaking ou board of a sea, or by being thrown 
into the floods rushing along the water-ways, the louder was the 
laughter and tbe greater the glee. 

The poop-deck, from its elevation and the command it gives 
of every thing far and near, is a fiivorite resort of the ofBcers, 
It is also, in ordinary circumstances, a place of etiquette. To 
sit while there, is not allowable, at least in the day-time, except to 
the Commodore and Captain, or such as they may invite beside 
them ; much less k it etiquette to lie there. But aow, the wind 
was too strong and withal too cold to stand, or even to sit ; and 
going up after dinner, and finding it abandoned except by a sailor 
at the maio-halliards, wrapping myself in a pea-jacket, I sti'etched 
myself in a corner to the windwai-d, fiat upon the deck, with my 
feoe partially protected by the hammock-nettings, turned to the 
sea. The position gave me an unobstructed view of the raging 
and roaring deep ; and for an hour and more, I exulted in the con- 
tortions of the storm and the ever varying beauty and sublimity 
of the scene. Towards evening, the appearance of the Commo- 
dore and Captain brought me to my ieet ; and we together en- 
joyed the spectacle till the setting sun and gathering night 
dropped a curtain of darkness over it. 



May 22rf. — The Congress ia again at the island of St, Cath- 
erine. We came to anchor at Santa Cruz, ou Saturday the 15th 
inst, ; and on tlie following Monday morning, I came to this place 
in company with our Master 8 and Secretary G . When 
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here last, the principal hotel was admirably kept by an American. 
He has since died, and his place is well supplied by a Mahonese, 
named Salvador. After having engaged rooins for the night and 
ordered our dinner, we sallied forth for a walk in the suburbs of the 
town. It is so long since we have been within reach of any thing 
like rural beauty, that, surrounded by it here, we were like sohool- 
loys turned loose for play, and in the brilliancy of the morning 
and elasticity of "t biacmg air, tclt -is one of us expressed it, 
ready to fly The south wind blew frethly oi er the hills and 
thiouj^h the tieea -ind, at one point in oui walL, with novel and 
charming efie;,t upon the widcsjiLid bi inLhci of a couple of 
Auatraban pmes TJndei its bieithin^s these became perfect 
Eolian harps, sending forth as we stood beneath them, the most 
touching strains of melody; swelling at times into the fulness of 
the organ, and then dying away in cadences, so soft, as to make the 

" Listener hold Lis breath to hear ; " 

while the neryos thrilled under the expiring tones. I never heard 
" a voice of nature " more charming. 

We were again struck with the great civility of every one 
we met, from the weU-dressed gentleman to the humblest slave. 
As we stood near the endosuie of a j lor cabin admiring the 
pecul a be nty of a lose in tJ e perfection of its bloom a negro 
came t the doji ind with pleasant salutati ni begged us ti pull 
it though it was the only ine m flowei at the same time cuttmg 
a cluster of buds from the hush him&elf md adding sprigs of 
geranmm f r a b uquet 

ittei aa excellent dinner seivel by Sahilor we t wirds 
evening took a walk ilong the 1 each a id the eastern 1 ore f 
tlie bay ti one of the fine t pomts of view The picture jro 
seute I in the glowi g light of the setting sun wis v ry tne 
Our wilk led us pist the general hospital It is finely situated 
on a c mmandmg ter ice and has recently been enlarged ■ind 
lefitted thiough the hi crility f the } nicior and Lipe a ly 
d nations nad" by them m th ir m it to bt Lathenne a in lV4o 
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the one having givon ten thousand dollars for this purpose, anil 
the other two. It is a foundling hospital, as well as an inflrmary. 
The window containing the roda or turning-bos for the recep- 
tion of the infants left, was open, though shaded by a screen of 
green cloth, embroidered in the centre with the Imperial arms, 
and with the motto in Portuguese — " Mens pais me deaemparao 
a Divma Provideneia me protege." " My pai'ent deserts me, but 
Divine Providence protects me." 

I rose early the nest morning and took a stroll through the 
market. It is a new and neatly kept structure, immediately 
adjoining the beach. I say beach, for there are no wharves. 
This was now filled with canoes run up on the sand, and laden 
with vegetables, fruit, wood, and various articles of traffic, in 
which a brisk barter was going on. On the grass of the open 
square in front, groups of mules were clustered with pack-eaddlea 
and panniers burdened with similar articles, brought for a like 
purpose from the interior; and near by, negro women in all kinds 
of costume and of every color, were seated frying fish, and boiling 
black bean^ into a kind of soup, and preparing other edibles for 
the bieakfast of the muleteers and passers by. Here, too, were 
cjllerted, according to daily custom, two or three dozen boys, 
fiom eight to twelve years of age, each having a bamboo stick 
aiioss the shoulder, from one end of which was suspended a tin 
can capalle of containing three or four quarts, with a small tin 
cup attached as a measure. These are the milkmen of the place, 
belonging to the small farms in the adjoining valleys, to a distance 
of seven or eight miles. 

Our breakfast at the hotel was k I'Amerioain ; such an one 
as Salvador boastingly said " a Brazilian would not know how to 

get up," Immediately after despatching it G , S — — and I 

set off in a boat for the village of San Jos^ on the mainland, 
nine miles across the straits in a south-eastei'Iy direction from 
Desterro. This was in prosecution of a purpose we had formed of 
visiting the German colony of San Pedro d' Alcantara in the 
mountains, some twenty-five or thirty miles inland from San Jos^ ; 
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partly to olDserre tie progresB made by the immigrants after a 

settlemeiit of twenty-five yeara ; and partly for the effect npou 

our healtli and spirits of a ride for a couple of days on horseback. 

There was no wind, ancl we were rowed over by a Eraniiian, 

the owner of tlie boat, and a young negro, his slave. The views 

from the water in every direction are beautifully lakelike. The 

I ' t d bliff headlands projecting into the water, are in many 

I uliarly striking in their terminations : consisting of 

1 m h fts, piked splinters, and immense boulders of granite, 

^ 1 s to have the appearance of the ruins of Oyclopeaa 

f ess u to the remains of seeming embrasures. In other 

in by might pass for fi'agments of a Giant's causeway. 

We were an hour and a half in making the distance. We 
had been directed for information and aid in accomplishing 
our purpose to a German named Adams, residing at a beach called 
the Praya Compreda, in the immediate vicinity of San Jos^, 
He is a kiud of chieftain among bis countrymen of the colony, 
and could be of more service to us than any other person We 
landed near his house, a substantial and comfortable edifice ot 
stone, appropriated in its lower apartments to the ¥«»ned business 
of a commission merchant, grocer, and tavenikeepei It was here 
we were to procure horses and a guide for the excursion. At first 
the prospect of success was rather unpromising. Though kindly 
received by Adams, he said it was impossible for him to furnish 
Loi'ses — that all his were entirely used up by a hard ride from 
which they had just returned, and he knew of no others that could 
be obtained : nor was there any one in the place who could act 
as a guide. However, upon setting forth oar entire dependence 
upon him, at the recommendation of his fi-iend ; the anxiety we 
felt to make the trip; our nationality, and the ship at Santa Orua 
to which we were attached, he so fai- relented in bis first decision 
as to say he would see what could be done ; and at the end of a 
few minutes it was determined, that after a good feed, his two 
horses, with the addition of a couple of mules, should be at our 



by Google 



A YANKEE COBBLER. 6id 

servioe, and tliat Adams himself should become our eompaniou 
and guide. 

Matters being thus satiBfaetorily arranged, we employed the 
time for the requisite preparations, ia bolting around us, and in 
learning a little of tJie character and history of our host. He is 
a stout, thickset, square, iron-frained man of forty-five, with a 
good-natured, but most determined and inflexible face. He has 
been twenty-four years in the country, having been one of the 
pioneer colonists of Alcantara, and resident in the mountains till 
within a few years past He is now well to do itt the world, and 
has a wife aad family of six children. A daughter of oigliteen 
soon became an object of unfeigned admiration to some of our 
party. She is very pretty in face, fresh and bloomingin complex- 
ion, with a refined and intelligent expression, and perfect in the 
proportion and symmetry of her figure. There was a fitting of 
the head and neck to the bust, and an air and bearing in her 
walk, that would have become a princess. It is so long since we 
have seen in common life one who would be called at home 
a truly pretty girl, that we were quite charmed with the neat 
and modest air of this Chriatianlike and civUiaed beauty. 
A brother, too, some two years older, tall, stout, and well mod- 
elled, moved about with the straightness and the elastic step of 
an Indian. 

Aa we were strolling through the little hamlet, a stra^ling 
suburb of the village of Saa Jos^, we were told by a passer-by that 
an American was living close at hand — pointing out to us his resi- 
dence. We found this to be a cobbler's shop, and our compatriot 
in it a cobbler : a scapegrace, as we soon learned, from no less 
noted a place of apprentioeship than the " Mammoth" boot-store in 
Chatham Squai'e, New York. He is about twenty-eight years 
of age, has been eleven years at St. Catharine's, and is married 
hero ; but notwithstanding, is confessedly still much of a " Bowery 
boy," and no great honor to his country. A Bible in English, 
lying on the counter, was tte only evidence of good we disovered 
during our interview, in which he did a small job in bis line for 
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one of ns. His boast of Protestantism, and of tia defences of the 
truth amid tte superstition and idolatry, as lie termed it, in 
which he lives, did not pass for much in our estimation, inter- 
larded 33 his conversation was, with oaths aad other proofs of 
moral degradation. 

At two o'clock we were mounted for San Pedro d' Alcantara; 

Adams and 8 on horses, G and I on mules. Adams, 

wearing a low-crowned, broad-brimmed, black felt hat, seemed to' 
be literally stuffed into the drab cotton shooting-jacket, which he 
had added to the shirt in which we first met him. The other 
most conspicuous article of hia dress was a pair of tan- cob red 
boots, reaching to his knees, with saddle-bag tops, put to the use 

here of a portmanteau. G and S each wore oyer their 

coats a gaily striped Buenos Ayres poncho ; whOst I was provided 
with a boat-cloak, as a defence against sun, wind, and rain. We 
set off with fine weather and in high spirits. We had long 
become so weary of the monotony of life on board ship at Monte- 
video, aud the confinement of our passage hither, that the chaage 
was most welcome ; and we ambled off through a saudy lane lead- 
ing directly inland from the water, as cheerily as if just escaping 
from prison. 

On gaining the height of the first ridge, we bad an extensive 
view over a wide valley covered with wood. It surprised me to 
see so wide an extent of level and seemingly rich laad, imme- 
diately on the coast, unredeemed ; but we learned that beneath the 
wood it is a mere swamp. The rising grounds skirting it, present 
abundant evidence of the productiveness of the soil : plantations 
of coffee, sugar-cane, mandioca, cotton, Indian corn, and the castor 
oU plant, were spread widely around, wliilo the orange groves 
were so hadon with fruit, as to appear in the sun like masses of 
geld. The road for many mUes was broad and smooth, lined 
with hedges of mimosa and wild orange, and ornamented here and 
there by clusters of roses and jessamine. By degrees, however, 
aa we advanced in the mountains, especially in the ascent and 
descent of spurs of hills, it became narrow and rough, and little 
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more than a bridle-patii. The country 3)ecame proportionally 
new and uncultivated ; still in many places it was homelike, from 
the meadows and rich bottom lauds which Lore and there bordered 
the mountain stream, which we began now closely to follow towards 
ita sources. A thousand beautiful pictures in outline and foliage 
were presented during the ride of the afternoon, enlivened and 
varied by the windings of the small river beside us — flowing at 
times through lawnlike banks as smoothly as the waters of a 
lake, and then again rushing, and leaping, and foaming amidst 
gigantic boulders of granite, down rapids and over cascades, with 
the tumult and uproar of a cataract. 

We had constant evidence along the road, in the new dwell- 
ings and outbuildings of the inhabitants, of their improving cir- 
cumstances and advancing civilization. This was conspicuous in 
more than one instance in three successive specimens of architec- 
ture in a single habitation, by the additions made at different 
times. First, there was the little cabin, composed of small sap- 
ling-like timbers, wattled and filled in with mud and coarsely and 
rudely thatched, now rickety and ready to tumble down, the 
original shanty of a settler in the wilderness; next, and joined 
to it some years later, another more spacious in its area, and of 
more substantial frame, more smoothly plastered and more 
elaborately thatched — more neat in the finish of its door and 
window frames, and entire workmanship ; and lastly, the recently 
constfucted cottage of stone, stuccoed and whitewashed, and 
roofed with tile — bearing testimony of the prosperity and the 
improved domestic accommodations of its owner. This is de- 
scriptive of the Brazilian section of the country, before we came in 
the neighborhood of the German colony ; though the same fact 
was observable in a rooro marked degree among the European 
im.inigrants. 

Night overtook us when yet a league from our destination. 
Most of this distance was made in such darkness that we could 
not distinguish an object around us ; not even the road we were 
travcjling. Wc could only follow the lead of our guide, trusting 
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to the eyesight and sagacity of our beasts, for security in mounting 
diarp hills and in making steep descents beside the roariug 
waters and Bhelying preoipices. The way thus began to he 
tedious and we to feel weary. A bright light from a large and 
cheerful dwelling near the road side, before which our guide 
halted, led to the hope that we had reached the end of our day's 
journey. Thia Adams was desirous of malting it ; but, after an 
animated parlance in German, in which the whole of a large 
family, men, women and children, who had crowded to the door, 
joined, while we, wayworn riders, looked wiatfolly at the bright- 
ness and seeming comfort within, he was told that we could not 
be accommodated, and must push our way through the darkness 
and ohill mists of the mountains, a mile further. Slight showers 
of rain now began to fall from the heavy clouds overhead. When 
at last we did come to a halt, and were invited to dismount, the 
only object discernible was the dim light of a lamp amidst the 
bottles of a little grog-shop and grocery, sis feet by ten. We 
found, however, that it opened on one side into a room of some- 
what greater dimensions and this again in the real into a hennel 
like hole, filled with children of all n^es fiora one to ei^ht and 
ten years, most of tliom very pwuiitiTely clad and srme so mui-h 
BO as to be entii ely naki,d 

It was at onte very evident thjt this bimlil e t om 0| en 
overhead to the laftcis and fuinishel only with a coaise Iieaiy 
table and two i three rude wooden benches wta tj hp bjth oui 
Bupper room and doimitoiy the gio^ shop on one comer and the 
kennel behind, oonstitutmg tlie rest of the dwtlbng Hungry 
and weary wo glidly mado ourseli ob at home m it The oiyJ ty 
of the landlord and his manifest des re tj do honor to guests 
under the protection of so distmgui bed apation as Mynbe r 
Adams, but especially the e ily appeal once of a trim and active 
little German giil of eighteen with neatly an anged hair and 
blooming compl xion, movmg about with the self possession and 
dignity of au heuess, though without stockings, jnd for shoes the 
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clumsy aabota or wooden slippers of the eouotry, Ijcgaa to raise 
our Lopes as to fare and aeoommodations. 

Soon the savory fumes and musical hissing of ham and eggs, 
in a frying-pan in tho adjoining penthouse, and the aroma of 
coffee, gave further encouragement to our empty stomachs. A 
snowwhite cloth was at the same time spread oyer one end of the 
bar-room table ; and it was not long before we wero seated at a 
very palatable meal, which the personal cleanliness of the little 
cook and waiting-maid encouraged us to dispatch without any 
very close inspection of the plates on which it was served, or the 
particular condition of the black knives and five-pronged German 
silver forks with which it was eaten. In the mean time we had 
become somewhat enlightened as to the domestic condition of the 
household. The lady of the mansion had given birth the day 
before to a sixth son, and was lying in a little dark recess on one 
side of the rear shanty : mother and son doing well. The maid- 
of-all-work was a sister in charge of the household during the 
confinement. 

Shortly after our arrival a new charaoter was introduced, in 
the person of a German doctor, in attendance on the mother and 
child : a man of talent and education, we were told, but now, from 
habits of drunkenness, a poor degraded wretch, shabby in dress, 
and filthy in person. He soon rendered himself utterly disgusting 
to us, by the profaneneas and vulgarity of the broken English by 
which he attempted to commend himself to us, as travellers. He 
came from the fathtrhud somewhat moie than a year ago, with 
the German legion furnished by Brazil, in the allied armies of the 
Plata, for the overthiow of Kosas, In this, he was a surgeon, 
but forfeited his commis'Jion through mtemperance. He was 
disposed at fii'st to be very fiiendly, and to address us as " hail 
fellow well met." The advances were received so very coldly, 
however, specially on the point of most interest to bun, the 
participation of a glass of gtog, that after a woid to the sick, he 
took hia departure in the darkness and rain for another grog-shop, 
as we wore told, to meet more congenial comj aiiiuus 



by Google 



348 BKAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

The cravinga of liimger relieved, we began to east a look 
around as to the promise of rest for the right, after the weariness 
of a loogh and rapid ride of twenty-five miles. The bare and 
diitj floors, and narrow Ih lb h 1 g th 11 seemed 
to furniih the onl^ clio t h W h d m d up our 

mindb to thi^ altemati d t my p s were 

concerned, with i half h t th d g f mf t held 

out The mountain air w t ly I mp b t i f ly cold. 
In addition to my saddl t pUwIhd thk loat in 

whieh to wiip mjself, b t (, 1 S with thing to 

cover them but their 1 ght p I I d tl p j t f half 
freezing A shrug of th h Id h I fly dicated 

fbe nature of their thoughts on the siibiert To our leli. f, a large 
rush m^t was early spiead m one comer of the room, and imme 
diately afteiwardi, with tuujnphint looU of gcatuhtion to oue 
another, we beheld oui host with his Lttle sistei m law lugging m 
from the adjoining apartment an immensH stiaw bed, of dimen- 
sions sufficient foi the afcooimodation of half a dozen persons 
Spread out fo its largest extent, and furniOied with bokteis, clean 
sheets and blankets, it looked so tempting, thit, arranging the 
cloak and pouches foi additional coienng, and laying a&ide our 
coats, boots, and eiavata, we were soon m the indulgence of the 
rest to which it mvited us We weie constrained by Christian 
civility to offer to oui guide a fouith part of the couch In 
anticipation of Ins aooeptan:,e, I had chosen for myself m out- 
side berth, wheie I supposed I should be the farthist removed 
from him He declined the place offered, however, and spreadmg 
a sheepskin saddlecloth and othtr gear on the flooi, took up Lis 
quarters beside me Thus my stlfish mtnoauvre was in vain, and 
the big G-timan was my nest ledfellow It was well for my 
repose that I was light weary, foi he ?ooa began puffing and 
snorting m his sleep with the laboi and noise of a high pressure 
steam-engme, which otheiwise would haie effect nlly kept me 
awake. We were foui m a row , but there was no lack, ae I soon 
discovered, of numerous other bedfellows. Flattering myself that 
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they were nothing worse than fleas in clean and polished armor, 
I did not allow myself to be disturhed hy them ; but leafing 
thorn to skip, hop, and Jump as they pleased without hindrance, I 
slept soundly till morning, and rose without a vestige of fatigue. 

I was all impatience to know what kind of a place, under the 
disclosures of daylight, San Pedro d' Alcantara would prove to he. 
On hastening to the door, for the windows without sash or glass 
were closed by board shutters, the first object that met my eyes 
was the little rustic chapel of the settlement, perched on the 
top of a beautifully wooded and rouud-topped hill. It is pictur- 
esque and rural, and the most conspicuous and ornamental object 
in the landscape. The place itself is a hamlet of a dozen dwell- 
ings, most of them more huts. Half the number are plastered 
and whitewashed, and in place of thatch have roofs of red tile. 
The mountain stream, whose course we had followed from the bay 
at San Josfe, here a small rivulet, flows through its centre. The 
little valley in which the hamlet is embosomed, ia encircled by 
hills of more or less steepness, most of them still covered with 
trees and underwood, and presenta all the features of a new and 
frontier settlement at home. After breakfast, accompanied by 
Adams and our host, who adds to his occupation of publican the 
office of sexton to the church, we ascended the hill to the chapel. 
It is most rude in its architecture both within and without, and 
is furnished with several frightful daubs, of what are intended 
for saints and angela. A cemetery surrounds the chapel. It 
contains a few graves, and is encircled by a broad path for the 
convenience of religious processions. There is no parish priest ; 
but an itinerant ecclesiastic makes a quarterly visit for confession 
and absolution, and the celebration of mass. In answer to my 
inquiries on the subject, our host said, " We come up to the 
chapel every Sunday morning and every saint's day, and make a 
procession, and do what wo can, and then go down and drink, 
dance, and sing, and enjoy ourselves the rest of the day I " 

It had rained heavily in showers during the night, and the 
weather was still drizzling and unsettled. Still we felt disposed 
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before returning, to puah our obaerrationB a little further in tte 
interior. To tlila Adams offered no objection, and we again 
mounted. Shortly after leaTtngthe hamlet westward, we eame to 
a very steep and long hill — quite a mountain. The soil is an 
adhesive oily clay, and the ascent was diffiejilt aad amusing. It 
was almost impossible for our animals to obtain a sure footiold ; 
and ttoy constantly slipped and floundered, and slid backwards ia 
a manner that at first was startling. The view from tte top, of 
the little Talley and hamlet, the stream meandering through it, 
and of tbe rude chapel and its surmounting cross, was picturesque 
and quite Alpine. 

The descent on the opposite side was as steep, and more 
hazardous than the ascent had been : our beasts, with their fore- 
legs stiffly outstretched, oftea made involuntary slides of eight, ten, 
and fifteen feet, till " brought up all standing," as the phrase is, 
by a cross gully or a large stone. As the whole ride was but the 
constant ascent and descent of a succession of spurs of hills, 
running down into the little valley through which the mountain 
stream flowed, it proved a regular morning's sport of " coursing 
down hill " after a new fasliion. At first it was a little startling ; 
for when the slide began, whether backwards, in a precipitous 
ascent, or headforemost down a breakneck descent, there was no 
calculating where one would fetch up ; a little experience, how- 
ever, begot such confidence in the self -management of the animals 
-—especially the mules, to one of which I still adhered — that I 
soon began to enjoy it, and rather to look out for and encourage a 
good long slide upon the well-braced limbs of my beast. This was 
particularly the case on our return, in the descent of the long hill 
immediately overhanging San Pedro. This is quite precipitous, 
and for nearly half a mile we slipped, slipped, and slipped, one 
after another, first in one direction in the road, and then in 
another, zigzagging here and zigzagging there, but bringing up at 
every successive point safely, till we were constrained to laugh 
outright, as we looked from one animal and his rider to another, 
and felt that each of us presented the same comical figure. 
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The general features of the scenery were raweli tie same aa 
those passed over the preceding evening Steep hilh well- 
wooded, rose abruptly on either side fr jm the little valley In 
this lay rich bottomlands, some in long penm&ulaa and others in 
horse-shoe form, according to the varied windings of the stieim 
flowing througli them. Many beautiful pictures some of nature 
in her wildness, and others witi inteinaingled eultnation and im- 
provement met the eye, with eridenees in the dwellings and farms 
of the settlers of increasing comfort and progressive civiliaation. 
At the end of three miles, our guide proposed that instead of follow- 
ing the public mule-track further, we should turn aside by a gate- 
way «pon the more level valley. This we did, and soon entered 
upon a section more like farming-land at home than any thing before 
met. After passing two or three comfortable-looking dwellings, 
we oame in view of an extensive plantation of comparatively level 
and well improved ground; with a cluster of buildings a half mile 
in the distance, superior to any we had yet seen. It proved to be 
the residence of a cousin of out guide, at which he wished to give 
us an introduction. Widespread, meadow-like fields lay before 
us, and on one side upon an open lawn stood a neatly -finished 
little ' chapelet,' if I may coin a word. This looked pretty in the 
landscape, fi-om its whiteness in contrast with the green of an 
encircling hedge. It was not iQore thaa twelve feet square, open 
in front, and probably intended to be scarcely more than a canopy 
over a shrine of the Virgin or some favorite saint. 

From the time of entering the German colony the day pre- 
vious, salutations of good will and pleasure were addressed to 
our guide from the habitations we passed far and near — often at 
distances as great as the voice could well carry them ; now, as 
soon as he was recognized among the party approaching, the de- 
monstration was most cordial and prolonged; while before we 
could alight, father, mother, daughters, and sons gathered ai'ound 
the cavalcade with the most cheerful welcome. Every thing indi- 
cated that we had airived at the mansion of a magnate in the 
colony, if it were not that of the lord of the manor himself. It 
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must not be inferred from this, however, that we met any very 
impressive display of aristocratic life, either in costume, mamiers, 
or dwelling. The proprietor was unshaven and unshorn. Hia 
dress, thougli clean, was very thoroughly patched, and included 
neither coat, stoekingg, hat, nor cravat. Tlie costume of the lady 
consisted principally, of a single essentia! gai-ment, made and 
arranged so inartistioally as to give to her figure very much the 
outline of a beao-po!e. The forms of two strapping daugiitei-s 
of sixteen and eighteen were much more after the German model ; 
but their toilette was little more elaborate than that of the 
mother, and the skirt of the single robe worn by them, scarcely 
the length of that of a Bloomer without the pantalets. The 
sinew and muscle thus displayed in bare arms and bare ankles and 
feet, would have justified the belief that they had spent their lives 
in tree-chopping or log-rolling, and led one of oux party in bis 
astonishment to esolaim, with the favorite espietive of ' by George,' 
" either of them would thrash any one of us in a minute ! " 

It was beginning to rain quite smartly as we dismounted, and 
whilst the sons took cJiarge of our horses, we were hastily 
ushered into a good-siaed room, which, though exhibiting a com- 
bination of hall and parlor, bedroom and kitchen, took «s quite 
by surprise in its style and finish. It presented a neatly pan- 
elled wainscot, of the handsome cedar of the country, extending 
from the floor to the cornice; the ceiling also being panelled 
with the same material. A long table and benches beside it, a 
sofa of mahogany with cane seat, and half a dozen chairs to match, 
an old eight-day clock in a straight black ease, and a high dresser 
with drawers of the same coior and material — both manifestly 
brought from the ' faderland '—constituted, with the accustomed 
display of delf and china, the principal furniture of the room. 

In the early morning, at San Pedro, the first mdoor object 
that arrested my attention, was the thickset and burly figure of 
our guide, beside the counter of the little grog-shop and grocery, 
stirring with a spoon the contents of a shallow earthen pan, on 
the surface of whioii played the blue flames of burning spirits. 
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The interest with whicli he watoKed the operation was not lim- 
ited, it was very evident, to the heauty of the flaBhing and leap- 
ing flame, as he stirred and stirred the liquid. Half suspicious 
of the reply that would be given, I asked him, " what he was 
maiing ? " And received for answer, with a smack of his lips, 
" Oh, something very good for tbe stomach in these damp morn- 
ings in the mountains — veiy necessary against the fogs! it is 
cachasa," — the common rum of the country — " and sugar," of 
wliich, at the ead of fifteen minutes' preparation, he would fain have 
persuaded us to partake, with the assurance " that aU the bad of 
it was burned up." And now, at the farm-house, we had scarcely 
become seated, before our host made his appearance with a tum- 
bler of the same, with a regi-et that he could not in its place offer 
us wine. On declining this, bowls of milk w 
such milk I The like of it I have not s 
banks of the Hudson. An excellent loaf of b 
wheat and Indian meal, was added, with the f 
and equally good cheese. A plate of the farinj 
being also placed upon the table, I made my lunch chiefly on a 
bowl of milk thickened with it ; and found the diet a capital sub- 
stitute for the hasty pudding of New Eugland and the Dutch 
su^awn of the Middle States. 

In the mean time, a feat of agility performed by the younger 
of the two daughters mentioned, came near proviug too much for 
the gravity of some of our number. She had not entered the 
room when we did, having received an order at the time, of some 
kind, from her mother. This obeyed, she was unwilling, probably, 
to lose the interest of so unusual a visit; and perceiving at the 
door that but one seat in the room was vacant — the farther end 
of the sofa, ten or twelve feet off — and suspicious of the undue 
exposure before strangers of her nether limbs, in a deliberate 
movement over the intervening space, she measured well tlie dis- 
tance, and with a gathered momentum, by a single lofty hop, 
skip, and jump, came down d. la Turque upon it, with feet and 
ankles entirely concealed beneath her scanty skirt, but with a 
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snapping of the bamboo tha,t tlireatcned to be fatal to the bottom 
of tbe sofa. 

After luncheon, we sallied forth, for the inspection of a man- 
iJiooa and a sugar mill in an adjoining building, and a Tiew of the 
P'gg^i^y and gardens — the entire hoiisehold forming our suite. 
We had already discovered the wife to be very decidedlj the 
head of the family. Her will and word, doubtless, were law in the 
domain, outdooi-s as well as within. The husband seemed a 
meek, good-natured but inefficient person, while his better half 
was full of energy and enterprise ; and, probably, besides the eser- 
eise of better judgment, had accomplished more hard work, 
in the field as well as in the kitchen, than any other person on the 
place. She at onoe took the lead in showing off the premises, 
and in giving all the information desired in regard to them. Her 
husband and herself were so poor at the time of their immigra- 
tion, twenty-four years ago, as to be necessarily indebted to theii 
cousin, Adams, for their passage-money. Their plantation was a 
gratuity from the government, as an encouragement to colonists. 
It is a mile in length, by half a mile in width, and was then in a 
state of nature, and of little value. It is now reclaimed and well 
cultivated ; and could not be purchased, as we were informed, for 
leas than ten thousand milreis or five thousand dollars. In addi- 
tion to this fine property and comfortable home, with good build- 
ings and a stock of all necessMy animals, Mr. S the proprie- 
tor, is a capitalist, and has money at interest. Mrs. S has 

been handsome, and still has a finely ohiBclled face and good es- 
pression. The daughters, too, are pretty : at least they appeared 
so to us It is so long since we have seen the fair skin and the 
fair complexion of the Northern woman, or met the energy, 
activity ind elastic movement of the fair Yankee, that we are 
scarcely competent to the exercise of unprejudiced judgment in 
the case 

At the end of in hour we took our leave, pleased with the 
visit, which evidently had also been a pleasure to our hosts. The 
wetness of the morning had increased, and before we had accom- 
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plished a mile on our return, the raia began to pour in torrents. 
We sought the shelter of an orange-grove till the shower should 
pass ; but finding it inadequate to the emergency, Adams, exclaim- 
ing, " This will not do ! " pushed ahead a short distance, and 
dashed, all mounted, into a inandioca mill at one end of a dwell- 
ing near by. We of coui-se followed, and found ourselves with 
our beasts snug and dry iu the kitchen as well as mill of the pro- 
prietor. Here, during the di-lay of half an hour, we had an op- 
portunity of witnessing again the whole process of converting the 
root of the mandioca into farina ; while Adams, having, through 
an open door, spied the family of the house at their noonday 
meal, alighted, and notwithstanding his previous hearty luncheon 
an hour before, of bread, butt«r, cheese and milk, sat down and 
made a full dinner : and this, only as was afterwards proved, by 
way of stimulating his appetite for the repast we had ordered to 
bo in readiness on our return, at San Pedro, and to which he did 
as ample justice as if he had not broken his ft^t before for a 
day. 

While waiting for tliis meal to be served, a very pretty and 
modest-looking German girl of fifteen rode up to the door of the 
little inn. She wore a neatly fitting dress of pink calico, a 
pocket-handlcerchief tied under the chin as a coveriog for the 
head, and French gaiter boots, and sat her horse li la cabellero. 
She was on her way to San Joa6 under the escort of a friend, 
without whose protection, the Germans told us, she could not pos- 
sibly make the trip with safety, such was the villainy and licen- 
tiousness of the Brazilians of the country. In the state in which 
the roads are, her attitude as a rider was unquestionably the most 

When ready to set off ourselves, rain bad again began to 
pour; and for a lime the prospect of being able to start was 
nnprombing. The drunken doctor, once more in attendance, per- 
sisted in assuring us that it would rain thus all the afternoon ; 
and said it would be TOadnes,a to think of leaving. His urgency 
for our stay was au additiuual motive for us to be off; and as 
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soon as tiere was a slight improvement in the weather we 
mounted, and after mating up a purse, much to the delight of 
our host, as a gratuity to the 'sistii-born son, bade adieu to San 
Pedro d' Alcantara It was now four o'clock and Adims said we 
could not reach San Jos6 at the earbest before nme We started 
notwith standing with the will and purpose of making the short- 
est poss ble work of the inteivening distance and certain of our 
road, left our guide to goh&ip by the way as he ch se with tha 
many fiiends hailing him from the heights above or the valleis 
below as far is the voice could be cairied while we rode pell 
mell, up bill and down dale often slipiing and sliding f r Img 
distances at the eei.min^ b'izard of both limbs and neck In this 
way, we accomplished halt the distance before nightfiU and 
reached a 1 wcr region of country, where there had been little or 

During the ride we met levPral trouj es of mule ind their 
mulefeer'i retuiring with emj.t^ pack baddies tiom the bay 
Among others o ic belone ng to o ii h st of San Pedr which 
we had seen setting off m the early momiag with articles for the 
mai-ket of Destcrro. Occasionally, too, we overtook, and, after 
riding for a time side by side, passed horsemen and mule ridera 
going the same way with ourselves. Just as darkness was begin- 
niEg to fall rapidly around, we thus fell in with a well-mounted, 
fine-looking Brazilian, having the appearance of a respectable 

planter. Adams was far behind, and S had the lead of our 

party, his horse being a tolerably good traveller. My mule, a 

sui-e-footed beast, came nest, and then G 's. The Brajiilian, 

aft«r riding side by side with each of us in turn, by degrees got 
in advance of all three. As he was evidently well acquainted 

with the road, S and I made up our minds to follow him 

closely, as the pioneer in the darkness for any unsafe spot ahead. 
As both man and horse appeared fresh, however, this required 
pretty brisk riding. With the thickening of the night, our new 
fi'iend accelerated his speed ; and the faster he led, the faster we 
followed. Presently it was impossible to discern a trace of the 
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road, or to discover whether it were smooth or rongh, tending up 
hill or down. The white Guayaquil hat of the Brazilian, was 

ail that waa left risible to S ■ of horse, or rider, and a line of 

deeper darkness haateniog from me ahead, was all that I, with the 

most fixed gaae, could perceive of S . I lashed my mule to 

keep up in the chase, S kept snapping his riding whip in the 

fashion of a French postilion, while the Brazilian seemed to he 

spurring on his steed at full tilt. Away we thus went, S 

managing to keep before him the vision of a white hat, which 
threatened each moment to he lost va the darkness, and I at aa 
equal remove from him, with all the powers of sight intently 
fixed, to follow a moving speck of concentrated blackness. To 
make sure of the identity of the phaatoni of my own chase, I 

occasionally called out, " S , do you still see him ? " to which 

the reply would come, " Yes ! but I tell you he is going it ; but 
I'll take good care not to lose him, — there can be but one road, 
and I'll make sure of bo good a lead." 

It was amusing, though it might have proved no joke, to be 
thus trotting at full speed in impenetrable night, and that on a 
hard-motioned animal at the end of a thirty-miles' ride. We had 
kept the gait for an hour perhaps, without venturing to slacken 
its pace for a moment, or to take our eyes from the respective 
pointe, white and black, before us, when all at once, that on which 
mine were fixed was gone : urging ray mule forward, ia the at- 
tempt to regain it, I perceived him begia to stumble, and found that 

he was off the path. Eeining him up, I called out for S . 

He, I discovered, was at a stand also at no great distance, and 
in answer to the question, " Have you lost your guide ? " an- 
swered, " He has just vanished like a veritable ghost — he dis- 
appeared in a moment in a mass of blackness, and but for the 
creaking of a gate, I should have beea headforemost into a 
hedge after him." The darkness was so great that it was impos- 
sible to inove with safety without some indication of the direc- 
tion in which we ouglit to go, and we bad patiently to wait the 
approach of G and Adams to relie\e us from our d 
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Soon the whip of the former, urgiug on his little mule, and the 
jingling of the stirrups and heavy iron spurs of the latter were 
heard at no great distance; and giving place in the lead to 
Adams, at the end of a half hour we alighted safely at the point 
from whioh wo started. I was too maeh fagged to care for any 

refreshment hut that of sleep; and, whOe S and G sat 

down to a supper of " pain perdu" and green tea, made my way to 
a elcau and comfortable cot beneath the tUed roof of the garret, 
and was soon lost in a repose — 
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May 24ft.— Mr. Wells, an American gentleman of wealth, 
long resident b Desterro, is a person of leading influence in the 
commerce and society of tbe place. For many years he held the 
office of American consul with honor and popularity; but wm 
Buperaeded two or three years ago, through the poUtical influence 
of a partisan office-seeker at homo. The new ineumhent, disap- 
pointed in the profits expected from the office, soon resigned it. 
Through private pique against Mr. Wells, he left the papers of 
the consulate and an acting appointment to the office with Cap- 
tain Oathcart, though he is in uo way qualified for the duties or 
honor of the situation. 

Among others to whom Mr. Wells, as the only representatiTe 
of-the United States here, has at difl'erent times extended his 
hospitality, are the present Emperor and Empress. Their majes- 
ties and suite were entertained hy him at a magnificent Kte, in 
their progress through this section of the Empire in 1 845. I was 

furnished with letters to him by Dr. C , an old friend, and by 

F ^^of the Congress. These I delivered before making the 

excursion to San Pedro ; and on my return, became a guest 
beneath his roof His house is on the palace square, in the 
immediate neighborhood of the residence of 'Chg President of the 
Province. It is one of the finest dwellings iu the pkce, and 
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commands from tbe windows and balconies of the drawing-room, 
an estenaive view of the town, bay, and surrounding mountains. 
It has been my lot to oocupy a great variety of sleeping i-ooms 
from those of the palace to the wig\vam, but I think the bed 
assigned to me here must have preoedenee, in its dimensions at 
least, above aU I have before met. It is truly regal, taking even 
that of his majesty of Bashan in the days of his overthrow, as a 
model. I have not measured it, and its area may not quite be, 
as his was, " nine cubits by four ; " but its elevation I suspect is 
quite as great ; the upper mattress, as I stand beside it, being 
nearly on a level with my shoulders, and aoeessible only by a 
flight of mahogany steps. The canopy is of proportionate alti- 
tude. The dignified feeling with which one ascends to this place 
of rest, is not a little increased by the remembranoe that it was 
by these very steps their Imperial Majesties, when in St. Cathe- 
rine's, mounted to their coucb. 

Mr. Wells has been bereft of a wife and child, and is left 
alone; but has borne his afflictions with the resignation of a 
Ohristian. It was pleasing to discover, that though so long a 
resident of a place " wholly given to idolatry," and cut off from 
all the public means of grace, he maintains the regular worship 
of God, morning and evening, with his household of African 
servants. 

The quietude and comforts of such an establishment are a. 
great luxury after the weariness of long confinement on ship- 
board ; and I feel that the visit at Desterro will constitute quite 
an episode in the tedium of our cruise. The town itself presents 
every where a pleasing mingling of city and country, giving to 
the whole a village-like simplicity. The walks, in every direc- 
tion, are varied and beautifully rural ; and whatever Desterro may 
be as a permanent residence, it Ja certainly delightful for a 
sojourn of a few days. 

Yesterday afternoon my attention was attracted by the sounds 
of music in the Matrix, or mother church, at the head of the square ; 
and walking over, I discovered it to be that of a funeral sorwiee 
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in a mass for the dead. A beautiful catafalque, witt richly fes- 
tooned draperies of pinlr satin and gold and silver tissue, occu- 
pied tlie centre of tlio nave. Upon this, in a straight cof&n of pinlt 
velvet, trimmed with gold lace — so formed as when thrown open 
t J tl tfi — pa t tt lytli p 
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tinsel and vanities of the world with the sad lesson they t«ach. 
But now, however incongruous with the solemnity of such an oc- 
casion these fanciful adornments may seem to us, there was nothing 
repulsive in the spectacle presented. Indeed, I found myself 
insensibly impressed with the extreme beauty of the child, and 
the exqnisite taste and artistic effect of the drapery in which she 
was laid out. Ingeniously constructed wings of gauze are often 
appended to the other adornments of an infant corpse, emble- 
matic of the truth that, 

" With BOol onlargej to angel's she" 

the spirit has taken its flight to a station of blessedness near tie 
throne of the lledeeuier. All pei-aous of wealth and positioii in 
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society, are thus, in Brazil, borne to the grave in full dress — 
tie soldier in his uniform, the judge in his robes, the bishop in 
his mitre, and tlie monk m his cowl. 

On this occasion, the officiating priest with the bearers of the 
crucifix and censers, and other attendants, stood in the midst of 
tlie blaze of wax lights by which the bier was encircled ; while 
the walls of the ciiui'olt were lined by hundreds of gentlemen of 
the first respectability, in full black, and each supporting a candle 
of wax of the length and size of an ordinary walking-stick. The 
ehild was of the family of Andrada ; a name pre-emineot in the 
Province and Empire for patriotism, scientific attainmeEt, and 
political distinction. 

Towards evening I took a long walk witK Mr. Wells. Tho 
suburbs in every direction are full of rural imagery and pictu- 
resque beauty. The rising grounds command extensive views of 
undulating land, of water and of mountains ; and the roads and 
lanes are so walled in by luxuriant hedges of the floweriug mi- 
mosa, running rosOj orange-tree, and coffee bush, as to embower one, 
even within a stone's throw of the town, as if in the heart of the 
eountry. The flowers of the mimosa hanging in thick pendants, 
cover the hedges with a mass of whiteness, more entire and more 
beautiful than that of the hawthorne, while those of the running 
rose, clustering closely like the multiflora, make the roadside they 
border one bed of bloom. There is too a repose and tranquillity 
in the evenings, and a delicacy in the tintings of the colors at 
sunset, that make a Stroll at that time of the day peculiarly 
delightful. 

After a circuit of two mUes by an inland rout*, wo approached 
the town again by a suburb which constitutes the west end, both 
in the topography and the fashion of the place ; and exhibits a 
succession of pleasant residences surrounded by tastefully arranged 
flower-gardens. Just as we were passing the grounds of one of 
the most attractive of these, a vehicle, the first I have seen, 
except a Roman oz-cart, since I have been here, overtook us and 
drove through an iron gateway into a court, beyond which 
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appeared long vistas of gravelled waits and embowering shade. 
The caiTiagewas a ca[6che, or old-fashioned chaise, of rather rude 
construction, paioted pea-green, with orange-colored wheels and 
shafts. It was drawn hy a single horse guided hy a postOion, 
and contained a very stout gray-headed gentleman of sixty, who 
entirely filled up a seat designed for the accommodation of two. 
It was no less a personage than Lieut. Gkn. Bento Manuel, the 
highest military officer of the southern section of the Empire, 
recently from Rio Grande, where he was long chief in command, 
and where he did efficient service for the government during great 
political agitation and threatened revolution. He is so stout 
as to he readily excused from walking or riding, and possesses, 
with a single exception, the only wheeled carriage in the Island 
of St. Catherine's. 

The ringing of a cracked bell at the Matriz, and the gather- 
ing of the population in that direction on the evening of the 
21st, led me to it again as a point of observation. It was the 
beginning of a M^ovena, or daily service, of nine days' continuance, 
in commemoration of the descent of the Holy Ghost — the follow- 
ing Sabbath being Whit-Sunday This eelebiatijn is unnersa! m 
oity and country; and is distinguished by in ob^en-mce the rn 
gin and specific meining if which I have been unable to trace 
that of the choice and inductim into office fir a year of a Ui 
under the blasphemous title ot Emperor of the Holy Ghost 
He presides in mock majuitj at the festival an 1 is regarded with 
p Ihn at 11 tL duimg his continuince in oflice The 
sel t n u ally f ftmily of we-ilth as the expenses 

tt dant up n th h n nvolvo an o itlaj amounting it Eio and 
th h f pi t fi e hundred, a thousand, and fifteen hun- 
d d d U Xh IS aj I opriated to the furnishing of dress, 

mu lights ad f ! m ts during the celebration. The em- 
pire over which he sways the sceptre comprises the apartments of 
the chui'cb, in which the gifts brought to him by the people in the 
name of the Holy Ghost are deposited, and an enclosure adjoin- 
ing, whore auctions are held for the disposal of these to the 
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highest bidder. On thia occaaion, two rooms opeaing from the 
church were gayly fitted up, one— a side-chapel with altar and 
orneifix — as a throae-room for the Emperor, aud the other for the 
temporary deposit of the gifts. In front of these, and communi- 
cating direotty with them, a largo auction-room was erected, 
Bcreeaed by canvas over head, and furnished with benches for the ac- 
commodation of spectators and purchasers. The gifts are brought 
gratuitously by the people, and the proceeds of the sales go to the 
treasury of the brotherhood of the Holy Ghost for purposes of 
charity. 

As I arrived a procession was just approaching. It was led 
by a negro, in a dirty coarse shirt and pantaloons, the common 
dress of a slave, bareheaded and barefooted, who bore a large 
flag of red silk, with a dove embroidered on one corner, and long 
streamers of ribbons flowing from the top of the staff on which 
it was suspended. It waa the sacred banner of the Holy G-host, 
a kiss of which, or the burying of the face in its folds, insures 
all needed blessing. A little fellow, eight or ten years of age, 
followed, beating a small drum with all his might, then came a 
man in ordinary dress, thrumming on a guitar the accompani- 
ment of a monotonous ditty, sung at the top of his voice as loud 
as ho could bawl; the complement of the music being made 
up by a fiddle on which a round-shouldered old Portuguese was 
sawing and laboring, with fingers, elbow, and head, with an ear- 
nestness, to give full effect to thu sc[iieakmg and screeching sounds 
he was sending forth, as if life itself depended on the zeal he 
should display. 

The Emperor elect now made his appearance, a lad of eleven or 
twelve years, neatly dressed in the fashion of a man, as the usage 
with boys here is, having a broad red ribbon across his ahouldei-s, 
from which was suspended on the breast a large silver star stamped 
with a dove, emblematic of the Holy iihost Sis or eight men 
robed in short cloaks or mantles of red silk, the druas of 
the brotherhood, bareheaded and cairying lighted was tapers, 
followed him. A rabble ot noisy md excited bins and men. 
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whiW, Hack, and yellow, made up the cortfege. They had been 
to escort tie Emperor from his resilience witk becomiDg honor, 
to open the festival. 

Previous to his arrival the ohoroh had become densely filled, 
pi-inoipally with females, seated closely together on the floor — 
mistress and slave, lady and beggar, without distinction of rank 
or name, black, white, and every intermediate hue, the whole 
number amounting to six or eight hundred. Through this crowd 
the procession made its way up the nave, the musicians still 
druranung and thramming and scraping on their instruments, 
and bawling out their song louder than ever. A priest met it at 
the high altar ; and the whole returned through the church to 
the depository in which were the gifts. These he consecrated by 
prayer, the sprinkling of holy water and fumigations with incense, 
after which, escorted in like manner, ho again entered the church. 
Hundreds of men in addition to the women, now lined the walls and 
stood closely packed together along the entrance to the church, and 
the service of the Novena oommenoed. It was chanted throiigh- 
out to the aooompaniment of a lively, and to me any thing but 
a devotional ait. The whole sounded very much like that of a song 
1 recollect to have heard in childhood, beginning with the line 
" Marlbro' has gone to the war," as a theme, followed with varia- 
tions. At different points in the chanting the whole audience 
joined pleasantly in a lively chorufl. At the end of an hour this 
service closed. The Emperor made his way in the manner in which 
he had arrived, to the throne-room, while the audience hastened to 
fill to suffocation that for the auction-room in front of it. Bonfires 
were kindled, rockets sent up, a general illurainatioa outside dis- 
played, while any number of negroes and negresses, venders of 
refreshments in cakes, candies, and orgeat, rivalled one another in 
bawling ont the supei-ior qualities «of their individual stores, 
the whole scene much like that of a Fourth of July night at 
home. A band of music struck up in an orchestra near the 
thr Que -room, aud the auctioneer issuing from the depository, 
bearing a bouquet of orystalltKcd sugar, began the sale by a solicita- 
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tion for bida, setting off the value of the article witli the merriment 
and sallies of humor which give reputation to the office. A passage 
through the centre of the place was kept clear ; in this ho walked 
backwards and forwards, giving exeroise to his wit, as he exhibited 
the article under the hammer. Moat of the gifts, this first even- 
ing, consisted of cakes and confectionery. Some of the bouquets 
of sugar flowers were most artistically manufactured ; and one 
sold for ninety mibeis, or forty-five dollars. 

Additional gifts were constantly brought in. They were 
generally. borne in trays on the heads or in the hands of servants, 
accompanied by the giver. Children too were often the bearers ; 
and one of the prettiest sights of the evening was that of a 
beautiful little girl in the arms of her father, carrying in her 
bosom two young doves, white as drifted snow, and as gentle and 
innocent in look as they were white. 

Each offering waa made to the young Emperor on the bended 
knee, and to each one thus kneeling before him, he extended a 
silver dove, forming the end of his sceptre, to be kissed, and 
gave in return a small roil of bread. At ten o'clock the auction 
closed for the night, and the Emperor was escorted to his home 
by torchlight as he had arrived, but with an additional rabble for 
his court, and a higher effort in noise and screeching from his 

May 29fA. — Commodore McKeever and Dr. have 

.been fellow guests with me at the residence of Mr. Wells 
for some days. Previous to ■ their arrival I had taken two or 
three pleasant rides with our host, andt this afternoon our whole 
party eajoyed another. The Commodore and I wore particu- 
larly well mounted ; our animals were at once so spirited and 
willing, so playful and gentle, with a gait as eaay to the riders as 
if swayuig on the springs of a well-poised carriage. The weather 
too was charming; and our route after the first half mile being 
one which we had not before taken, had the additional attraction 
of novelty. It led southward along the curve of the beach, 
and was thickly bordered on one side with the American aloe. 
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now in full flower, and on the other by a succession of neat cot- 
tages embowered in orange groves, overtopped hy palm trees, with 
dooryards gay in the hloom of the scarlet geranium and the 
dazzling brilliancy of the poinsetta. The road for a mile was a 
continued hamlet, with gi-eater evidences of thrift and general 
prosperity than any suburb we had paaaed through. On leaving 
the water we struck into a narrow valley, lying between two 
ranges of hills ; and were delighted with the homelike appear- 
ance of the well-cultivated fields and rich pasture lands of the 
small farms scattered through it. But for the tell-tale palm tree, 
the rustling banana, and the golden orange, we might have fancied 
ourselves in some prosperous and well-cultivated little valley in 
New England. There was nothing to remind us of being in a slave 
country. All the labor in cultivating the small plantations is done 
by the owners of the soiL The district is well peopled, and the 
inhabitants are healthful, prosperous, and seemingly light-hearted. 
We met and passed many groups of men and boys, engaged in 
■various rural employments. They were invariably bright and 
cheerful in looks, and most civil and courteous in manners. In 
general, they are light and slender in figure, and elastic in move- 
ment ; but apparently without much stamina, and are far from 
good looking in feature. The females in early youth are pas- 
sably good looking, and having fine eyes and teeth, might in some 
instances, be called pretty; but aa mothers, they soon become 
haggard and homely. The climate Is salubrious and not exces- 
sively hot, yet the complexions of the mass are like those with 
us who are under the induence of the ague, or just recover- 
ing from a bilious fever. This is true of tho pure-blooded na- 
tives, if any such there be, as well as of those who clearly are 
a mixed raoe. 

The special object of oar ride was to gain a point of view, 
on the top of a mountiun, said to be the finest on the island ; 
and, after a ride of two miles in tbe valley, we turned into a sido 
road for the ascent. We followed the meandorings of a stream 
as it babbled along its course, and soon came among the cabins 
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of tlie dwellers among tho hills, perched like 1: 
raced points, on either hand above us, in the midst of groves of 
orange trees and coffee plants. The road gradually changed into 
a mere tri die -path, till at the end of an additional two miles it 
suddenly terminated altogether, at a hara near which two men 
were standing. To these Mr. Wells mentioned the object of 
OJr ride, and made an inquiry of them as to the test way to reach 
it ; when, for the first time since I have been in Brazil, I heard 
a reply of ill-nature and meivility. The older of the two, in a 
moat gruff and surly manner, said there was no way to go up, and 
if there were, there was nothing to go for — wishing to know what 
business we had there at all. Without regarding his mood and 
manner, Mr. Wells again said, "Is there not a fine prospeft 
from the top of the mountain, and a path by which we may reach 
it ? " to which the man again said, " No ' there is nothmg but 
roeks, and I don't know what you can want with them ' " B'oi 
tunately, at this juncture, a third person mide his appeaiance, 
, whom our friend at once recognized as a legulai customer in 
the sale to him of coffee. From, him we readily learned that 
there was a fine prospect, at a short distance further, but that 
the ascent to it would not be easily made on horseback, and, 
volunteering to lead our animals to his cottage close by, he said 
he would accompany us the rest of the distance on foot. We soon 
discovered our conductor to differ aa widely from his boorish 
neighbor in taste for scenery as in disposition. He was not 
only aware of the magnificence of the prospect to which he was 
leading us, but said he very often went up to the point command- 
ing it, for the mere enjoyment of so fine a scene. Its elevation 
we judged to be two thousand feet; and we were well repaid for 
the ascent by the grand picture spread before us. This embraced 
the greater part of the entire island ; its mountains and valleys, 
rivers and bays, bold promontories, low points and curving 
beaches, with tho whole of tho straits, and tho coasts along the 
continent as far as the eye could reach. 

On descending to the cottage of our guide, he urged us to 
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partake of a cup of coffee before leaving ; aad we entered his 
cabin, more for the purpose of a peep at the domestic economy 
of the establishment than with a Tiew to the refreshment. If 
this home, in its aipeets of comfort, may be taken as a fair speci- 
men of its class it indicates a very low state of eiviliaation 
among the ntiil population It consisted of a single room with 
a floor of earth The few articles of furniture visible were of 
the rudest kind the whole interior exhibiting little more cleaoli- 
ness and ordei than the wigwam of an Indian. A slatternly- 
looking wife auirounded by two or three dirty children, did not 
promise much foi the nicety of the coffee she might prepare ; 
and we availed ourselves of the near approach of night and the 
length of the ride to the tone, as esouso for declining tho prof- 
fered hospitality. 

The habits of life among the people are simple, and their 
diet unvarying and frugal. A cup of coffee and a biscuit 
made of the farina of mandioca, are the only food of the morn- 
ing, and there is but one set meal during the day, served at 
noon. Preparation for it, however, is the first duty of the 
household, in the morning; and consists in putting a kettle of 
water over the fire. In this a small piece of carne seche, or 
jerked beef, and black beans, in proportion to the size of the 
fiimily, are plaeed, and kept boiling till the middle of the day. 

The leisure of tho evening had begun, as we made our way 
down the mountain ; and the inhabitants were seen in groups 
around their doors. Every cabin had its crowd of children, the 
ring of whose joyous laughter in their varied sports and play, 
echoing from side to side of the little valley, added fresh impres- 
sions of pleasure to the soene. The ignorance in which they 
are brought up, however, is lamentable. Ignorance not only of 
letters and books, but of almost every thing. A bright-looking 
and handsome lad of twehe ye»rs, the wn of our civil guide, on 
being asked bis age, said he did not know, and seemed eijually 
uninstructed in other i ommonpUce matteis Yet he was evi- 
dcntlv as full of natm il int. U.^cuuc in mind la he was active in 
10* 
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body. He is one of tlie little milkmen I have mentioned, who 
crowd the market scjuaie in the morning, and who, with his can 
of milk on his shoulder, leaves his mountain home every day before 
the dawn, for the walk of four miles at least, by the most direct 
path ; lie ia home again to hia hreakfest of coffee and farina, by 
eight o'eloek. 

The Indians and the snakes of this section of the Empire have 
been among our topics of conversation with Mr. Wells. The 
settlement of the white man extends hut a short distance inland 
from tlio coast : not more tlian fifty or sixty miles at farthest. 
The interior is still a wilderness in the possession of wandering 
bands of the Aborigines. These cherish a deadly hatred against 
the whites; and, prowling along the frontiers in small companies, 
rob and murder them whenever they find opportunity. Some- 
times they venture within twenty and thirty miles of the coast. 
A party of seven, not long since, made an attack at daybreak 
mpon the slianty of an American, who has pnt up a saw-mill on 
the borders of the forest. Though single-handed, he haaarded a 
shower of their arrows, and afterwards put them to flight by the 
show of a musket, that, from the dampness of tho priming- 
powder, missed fire. 

Venomoas snakes are said to be numerous on the island, and 
some are found occasionally even in the town. Not long since, a 
German lady, in returning from a party in the evening with her 
husband, trod upon one whose bite is considered to be death. 
Fortunately, her foot was placed near its head, and she escaped 
its fangs ; and thongli it coiled itself about her ankle, she suc- 
ceeded in throwing it off without injury. A remedy said to be 
a specific for the most virulent poison of these reptiles is kept 
at the apothecary's | and families in the country make it a poivit 
to have a supply on hand. The mixture consiste of six drachms 
of the oil of amber, two of the spirits of ammonia, and one of 
alcohol. The dose is twenty-four drops in a wine-glass of 
brandy, or other spirit, three or four times a day; the wound 
being also washed and kept wet with. it. Tho s 
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active agent in the cure; and stould be given freely till a pro- 
fuse perspiration is induced. If the theory of some be true, tliat 
the virna of all snakes is hut a modified form of pruasic acid, the 
volatile alliali, ammonia, is the antidote, as that is known to 
neutralize the fatal acid. Alcohol alone is thought to have 
effected cures. A young German here was bitten not long since 
in the countijj and being without the prescribed antidote, and 
unable to obtain it, unwilling to meet in consciousness the doom 
which he believed to await him, he swallowed a wholo bottle of the 
common rum of the country, that he might be thrown into a state 
of insensibility. This was soon the case, and remaining dead drank 
for twenty-four hours, on recovering his oonsciouanesa he was free 
from all effects of the bite. Here too, there may have been 
philosophy in the cure. The poison of a serpent being a power- 
ful sedative, its effects may be best counteracted by a powerful 
stimulant. 

A aad case occurred some three weeks ago at Santa Cmz. 
A fine young man of twenty, the proprietor of a small plantation, 
was at work with bis slaves preparing a piece of ground for a 
plantation of sugar-cane. Coming to a spot in which the bushes 
and undergrowth were particularly thick, he cautioned the 
negroes against working in it with their naked feet and legs, as it 
had the appearance of a piece that miglit be infested with snakes. 
Protected Jiimself by boots, he entered to open a way in advance, 
but had scarcely done so before the fangs of aj'acaraca,, one of the 
most poisonous of reptiles, were fastened in an unprotected pai-t 
of his leg. Neglecting to apply immediate remedies, he was in a 
short time a corpse. 

May 29tt. — I have been complying hero with the injunction 
recently received to " make hundreds of sketches ; " and this 
morning, while taking one, of the lower parts of the square and 
market-house, from the balcony of the drawing-room, had an 
opportunity of intinducing tho Oommodoio as a conspicuous 
figure. In a stroll m the square befure bic.tkfait, ho stopped for 
a little observation near thi groupinj^s ot men, donkeys, and 
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mllt-boys in front of tbe market. Espying among tliom the 
fcright little fellow we had Been at his father's cabin on tho moun- 
tain, with the benevolence and good-will of his nature, he bought 
the whole stock of boiled beans and farina of an old negro 
woman seated on the grass near by, and gave the boys in 
general a breaifast. They all seemed delighted, especially the 
old negress in receiving the pay, and had quite a frolic. The 
gratuity of a penny also fell to each hoy. With characteristic 
improvidence and a development of the national passion, the 
little fellows, after having their stomachs well filled, set to and 
gambled with each other for the nest hour, till every penny they 
had thus received had made its way to one pocket. 

May 2l£^.— The Novena and subsequent auction was in refni- 
lar oontinuanee every evening of the last week. On Thursday our 
party again attended the former to hear the music, and the latter 
to catch the manners of the people. All the chief dignitaries of 
the place were present, the President of the Province, the Chief 
Justice, the Treasurer, and the Captain of the Port. To the 
residence of the last we were invited to a supper at iha close of 
the auctioD, and the next morning waited on the President at the 
palace, or Government House. This is a spacious and lofty build- 
ing, the ground-floor in front serving both as the entrance-hall and 
as a guard-room for a company of soldiers, and the corresponding 
rooms above being divided into a cabinet for official business on 
one side of the staircase, and a grand sala for reception on the 
other, with an intervening ante-room common to both. When 
our visit was announced, the President was engaged with official 
visitors in his cabinet, but soon made his appeai-anee. He is a 
small, black-eyed, intelligent-looking man, careless and slovenly 
in dress, and most simple and republican in his manners. As he 
spoke Portuguese only, the conversation was necessarily carried 
on through interpretation by Mr. Wells, and the interview was 
more brief than it otherwise would have been. 

The Presidents of the Provinces are appointed by the Empe- 
ror, and their salaries paid from tlie Imperial treasury. These 
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vary m amount, in proportion to the extent and importinee of the 
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t! w 1 ght pon the spirit sometimes induced by party pulitiee 
here, and sliows the despotism in small matters which a high official 
may exercise with impunity. The public sijuare had been iinedj 
at great care and expense, with a closely planted row of date 
palms. "Uniform in height and size, in the course of a few years 
they became sufficiently grown to furnish by their plumed tops a 
beautiful screen against the sun, and were a great ornament to 
the place. The individual referred to, whoso name — Pariero 
Pinto — like that of Erostratua, deserves for a similar reason 
to be perpetuated, was unpopular as President. Ambitious, 
however, of becoming at the expiration of his term the Deputy 
of the Provmee in the Imperial Legislature, he offered himself to 
the people aa a candidate. An opponent was elected by accla- 
mation. To ayenge himself for the slight manifested by his utter 
defeat, he deliberately set the soldiers under his command at 
work ia foiling the palms; and in the course of a single day, the 
stately trunks and giacefnl foliage of the whole were laid in the 
dust. 

May 81s^— On Saturday the 29th, great preparation was 
seen to be making aiouud the piincipal church for the festival 
of Whit-Sunday, which occurred yesterday. A row of palm 
trees were planted m front , the verandah, in which the aiietion 
during the Noyena had been held, was draped and festooned anew 
with wreaths of evergreen and gay fiowers ; and tar-barrels, filled 
with combustible materials, were placed on the sijuare for bon- 
fires at night, though the moon is now in her full. The dawn of 
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the next day was n^ered in with the ringing of bells, the s«tting 
off of rockets, the beating of drums, and the playing of bands of 
muaio. On looking out, every thing in the vicinity of the church 
was seen to indicate a grand festival The temporary palm grove 
looked aa if it had sprung up by magio G-ay flags and streamers 
of all colors floated fiom their plumed headSj from the roof of 
the church and it^ verandahs, and from various other points. 
After a sarvite of worship in the diawing-room of Mr. Wells, 
1*1"- C ' and I wjJked over to witness the scene. The con- 
gregation, consisting chiefly of females, had just began to assem- 
ble. There are no seats or pews in the churches here, the whole 
interior being an open area in which all seat themselves, or kneel 
upon the bare pavement fl wtl t tl m t wh' h I 

h Isewi S th 1 1 p b m 1 ly 

wd d M t f th w m f U dr th p 

d tgm Lbfeblklksat dlta 

thhtl dlw k d hlfhdkhff 

fyldlkftel dththtby b hA 

bl k 1 ni 1 11 p th h d d th mdisj nsabl f 

pi t d th t m Th ty f ^ b h w wjs 

d bl d 1 1 g t th mst 1 

pt Iffthw Smasittw dpi 

m t IlaB f bl k 1 th 1 Id d th h d as t It 

th y d f 11 th d th wh 1 flgu t th f t 

Two or thiee colored women, whether veritable Arabs or not, 
wore the thick white cotton veil of the women of the East, so 
ai-ranged as to leave little of the face except the eyes and nose 
exposed, while long cloth cloaks reaching to the floor, enveloped 
their persons. Many of the most expensively and most tastefully 
dressed persons were negresses. These entered with a self- 
poaaesBion in air and movement, if not with a stateliness and 
grace, rivalling thoso of the moat aristocratio of the whites ; and 
were followed, like them, by one or more well-dreased servants, 
■ffe were told that they were the wives, and ia some instances the 
mistroasos, of some of the most wealthy of the citizens. A few 
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were In oolored silks and dress bonnets of Parisian make, but tbe 
black lace veil, with or wittuut the addition of a simple flower, 
either natural or artificial in the hair, wj,s the general bead-dress. 
All the children were arrayed as if for a dresa party. By de- 
grees there was a perfeot jam on the floor ; tbe greatest order 
and propiiety however prevaUed, each person sitting quietly with 
the face turned reverently towards the bigb altar. 

At length a movement and bustle ia tbe crowd without — the 
wbizziug and explosion of rockets; tbe pealing of bells, the 
heathenish beating of drums, the tinkling of a guitar, and scraping 
of a fiddle, with the bawlings of tlie accompanying songs indicated 
the ftpproaob of tbe young Emperor. He soon entered the church 
with the cortege before described, and forced his way through tbe 
dense mass of women up tbe nave to the chancel, where seats were 
in reserve for bis mock court and for the officiating priests. The 
boy waa now robed in imperial dress — white small-clothes, silk 
stockings, and gold-buckled pumps; a flowing mantle of state of 
crimson velvet and gold, lined with white satin, a ruff of broad 
lace around tbe neck ; and over all, the ribbon and decoration of 
tbe Holy Ghost before-mentioned. A crown of silver of the 
imperial pattern richly wrought, and a silver sceptre were carried 
before bim on a cushion of velvet. A little- girl of five or six 
years, apparently his sister, followed him. She was in fiill dress 
as an Empress, in tissues of silver and gold over piak satin, 
with a train of green and gold, and head-dress of ostrich fea- 
thers. Tbe lad was seated on a throne, at the right of tbe high 
altar, tbe mock Empress on a chair of state beside bim ; tbe 
twenty or thirty gentlemen in attendance stood on tbe left 
opposite, while the vicar and his assistants in tbe richest of their 
priestly adornments, took their statioas in the centre at the altar. 
All this was done with the most perfeot stage effect. As if to 
give full opportunity to impress the imagination with this, » 
kind of interlude was introduced in tbe form of a procession 
from the vestjng-room or sacristy, into a side chapel near the 
ebanoel, from which tbe vicar, under a canopy of crimsou velvet. 
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supported on four gilt staves by an equal number of attendants, 
fetcbed some seemingly precious thing, the conseorated wafer, 
a relic, or the anointing oil, and placed it on the altar where 
the crown and soeptre were already bid. The full coronation 
service was now eonimenoed and performed in all its parts, 
including the consecration, the anointing, the crowning, ajid 
the enthronement, followed hy the obeisance and kissing of 
hands, and ending with the coronation anthem ; the whole was 
gone through with, seriously and solemnly, as it could have been at 
the coronation of Don Pedro himeeif. Mass was then chanted, 
after which the vicar was escorted through a side chapel to a con- 
cealed staircase ; and making his appearance in a pulpit projecting 
overhead from the wall, proceeded to deliver a sermon of fifteen 
or twenty minutes' length. It was for the most part legeudary 
and fabulous in matter ; hut throughout impressive and eloijnent 
in voice and manner. The eager and solemn attention which was 
given, and the fixedness of every eye and every ear upon the 
spealcer, proved the readiness of the people to hear and receive 
instruction ; and I could but think with deep feeling of the effect 
which the preaching of the Gospel in its simplicity might produce, 
in speedily substituting the sacrifices of the heart for the crossings 
and bowings, the genuflexions and prostrations, wifh which the 
pantomime of the priests at the altar is now accompanied. I waa 
never before so deeply impressed with a sense of the profanity 
and idolatry of what is here called religion, as while contrasting 
in my mind this evidence of a "hearing ear," among the people, 
with the puerilities and impiety of the childish show which 
preceded the disooui-se. It is seldom that a sermon is preached 
and more seldom still one that is calculated to ediiy or produce 
any practical efi'ects upon tbe morals, or true devotion in the 
heart. The people are not bigoted, and are desirous of religious 
instruction ; so much so that, I am told, instances are known in 
which individuals have sent fifty miles for a tract; and, it is 
thought that they would here readily attend Protestant preaching 
in their own language. 
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The vicars of the churohea are appoiiitecl by tlio Emperor, and 
piid by the state The ailary of the incumbent at the Matriz is 
fifteen huGthed milreis, or about seven hundred and fifty dollars ; 
a lining wtieh, with the perquisites of marriage, burial, and 
baptism, amounts to about two thousand doUars a year. In 
general thi» character of these pastors is disBolute. Their vows 
ot cebbacy aie openly disregarded; they live almost without 
exceptioa m a state of oonoubinage. One of the priests here has 
a family of ten mulitto ohildieu; and another, a former confessor 
in the rojal iamily ui Poitugal and ioag resident at St. Catherine, 
who reoently died of yellow fever at Kio, left also a large family. 
The Jesuits are more exemplary in regard to their vows of 
celibacy, and the bishop of Rio is among those who are above 
reproach in this respeet. 

After the sermon the young Emperor and Empress, attended 
by the saered banner, the noisy musicians, and the usual cortege 
of dignitaries, proceeded to their stations in the auction-room, 
where the sales, we were told, continued with increased animation 
and mirthfttlness till 10 o'clock at night. 

To-day is a ffite also, and an auction day. During it we made 
a call at the residence of the Captain of the Port, in acknowledg- 
ment of the ci\i!tyof the supper-party to which we had been 
invited. This dignitary was at the church. He was sent for, 
and apologized when we took our leave, for not joining us in a 
walk, by saying that duty required hia attendance upon the 
Emperor. 

The variety and the quantity of the confectionery made, 
presented, and sold at these festivals is surprising. Every device 
of ingenuity is put in requisition for the production of it in new 
forms. The lady of the Captain of the Port showed us a very 
large traj of work in sugar and fiour, most elaborately wrought 
in its forms, and tastefully finished in coloring and gilding. It 
had been purchased at the auction for forty-two dollars, and 
presented to her by a friend. The whole was the workmanship 
of an old lady of more than three-score years and ton, who had 
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given four months' time to its manufacture. The cliief object 
seemed to tavo teen to furnish the greatest variety in man, beast 
and bird. Every article was true to nature in flgnre and color- 
ing ; cottages aJid groves, fruits, flowers, and vegetables, spoci- 
mens in oonchology, entomology, and tlio wliole range of natural 
history, with a wide margin in the catalogue for what was purely 
imaginative. The whole presented a striking evideueo of the 
ingenuity, taate, and unwearying industry of tbo aged devotee. 

And now, you will say, " Why give so much time to the 
observation and to the description of such puerilities, to say the 
least of them, as constituted the ohief services of the churcli here 
on Sunday ? " I answer, that I may certainly know by the " see- 
ing of the eye," as well ai [y the hearing of the ear," the 
distance to which this {e pie are r niived from the simplicity 
and purity of the Gfospel and that you may judge of the causes 
of their ignorance and super tition These plays are acted, and 
these festivals prolonged and varied fir the amusement of the 
populace, and to keep the masses content under the control of 
their spiritual guides. Lights and music, dress and flowers, form 
and ceremonies, the waving of banners and swinging of censers — 
the glai-e and glitter of the stage, are thus made to esoite tho 
imagination, and satisfy the thoughtless and ignorant mind with 
fleeting shadows, in place of enduring good. The whole system 
of Romanism as exhibited here, is little else than Paganism 
in disguise ; a system in which old idols are presented under 
new names, and heathen processions and ceremonies substituted 
for that worship- which is " in spirit and in truth." 

June lSth.—We took leave of Mr. Wells and of Desterro 
the day following my last date; and two days ago made an 
attempt to get to sea ; but a head wind set in, and still prevents 
our departure. All hands are pleased with the delay ; we cannot 
soon weary of such a place, the scenery is so beautiful, the 
climate so fine, the walks and rides so picturesque and rural, and 
the supplies for the refreshment of all hands are so abundant and 
BO cheap. In addition to the fresh beef furnished to the ship's 
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company, any quantity of pigs, turkeys, chickens, eggs, vegetables, 
and fi'uit is offered alongside in canoes, for private trade with the 
different messes and witii individuals of the crew. 

In the attempt to get to sea, we ciiimged our anchorage two 
or three miles northward from tiie forts, and were brought into 
the immediate neighborhood of two beautiful little hays, encircled 
by gracefully curving beaches of white sand. Both abound in 
picturesque and wild scenery ; and are in many places filled with 
orange groves overburdened with fruit, now in full season. Far 
from any grog-shop or means of dis.sipation to the crews, the boats 
ply backwards and forwards from the ship to the shore at all 
hours of the day, filled with of&cers and men in the enjoyment of 
a kind of satui'nalia, in search of fruits, and flowers, and every 
thing rare and curious in nature. Some of the cacti, air plants, and 
parasitM now in full bloom, are superb in their beauty. A hundred 
delicious oranges can be purchased for a penny ; and, but for the 
presenie of our ship, would not be worth to their owners the 
sliakmg from the tiees. It is, too, the season of sugar-making. 
The apparatus and entue process are most rude and simple: 
eaoh small plwitation bemg furnished with a primitive mill of 
two rollers of timber to extract the juice, and a rough trough or 
two to conduct it ti. a boilei The eating of the cane, and an 
occasional dip into the troughs and into the half crystallized 
conteuts of tho cooling-pans, offer to all quite a tempting pa.s- 
time. St. Catherine seems to be a province of small proprietors, 
whose productions, derived from their own labors, exceed but little 
the supply of their private wants. Each carries to the market a 
few hundred pounds only of coffee and of sugai- annually— brought 
to the purchaser in small quantities, at differeut times, whon some 
foreign article is needed. 

The coffee of the island is of a superior quality, and the chief 
of its products : as it also is of the whole empire, though intro- 
duced into the country by the Franciscan Friar Villaso so recently 
as the year 1774. The first bush was planted by him in that year 
iu the garden of the convent of San Antonio, at Kio de Janiero. 



by Google 



380 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

It was not till the rcTolt of St. Domingo that its price became 
snoh as to lead to its general culturo here. la 1809, when coffee 
W38 first impoited into the United States from Brazil, the whole 
produce of the empire amounted only to 30,000 bags ; this year 
it ia estimated that it will amouot to 2,000,000, or a value of 
more than J16,000,000. The plante blossom in August, Septem- 
ber, and October; and the crops are gathered in March, April, 
and May. 

BIy last ride at Santa Cruz was with Captain Oathcai-t, in a 
visit to an estate called " Las Palraas," or the palms, recently pur- 
chased by him. It lies on .the coast, ten miles north of hia 
present residence. Mr. W , Captain Pearson's cleric, accom- 
panied us, for the purpose of making some correction in the 
" plot " of the plantation, drawn by a surveyor. We were to have 
started at an early hour of the day, but a pouring rain prevented. 
This state of the weather, however, changed afterwards into 
occasional heavy showers ; and, at the risk of being drenched 
by these, we veutttred to set off at eleven o'clock. The road is a 
mule-track, and at places, for loag distances, consists of tho hard 
sand of the beach. The frequent streams flowing into the sea 
from the interior are so swollen by late rains, that we found 
difSciilty in fording them in safety. A second heavy shower after 
we started, came hastening upon ua just as we were entering upon 
the longest stretch of beach on the route. This wa,s smooth and 
hard, and afforded us a good opportunity of trying to outstrip the 
storai, till we could reach some place of shelter. Captain Cath- 
cart is an exceedbgly stout and heavy man — ^fairly stuffed into 

his clothes, and weighing 250 or 280 pounds. Mr. W is very 

loag and very lean, with legs and neck like a craae, and arms to 
correspond. My own physique is familiar to you ; and you would 
have been amused at tl>o sight, could you have witnessed the 
manner in which we three scampered over this part of the road, 
with the pelting i-ain and rushing wind in full pursuit. A cotton 
umbrella and art overcoat kept me from the wet : but it was the 
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laat of the old umbrella — before the wind had well reached 
us, the outside tad become the in, the top the bottom, and the 
whole structure of whalebone, steel, and mualia, an irremediable 

About niidwa.y of the distance we came to a hamlet of two 
or three miserable huts, the remains of a settlement of poor 
Germans, who had been tempted from tlieir distant homes bj the 
flattering inducements to immigration held o\it by the government 
of Brazil, but to whom, on their arriyal, the poorest sections of 
land in the region had been allotted as the promised gratuity. 
These, the settlers had no means of makmg profitable ; and they 
are now left to disappointment and neglect. They are wretchedly 
poor ; and those of them whom we saw looked pale and thin, care- 
worn and il! Immediately beside the steep and worn out lands 
•i^signed to them there is a wide trict of level countiy behnging 
to the government, upon which these poor foreigners, had it been 
appropnited to them, would nr t only hwe giin&d a living but m 
all probability acquued an independence 

On leaving these cabins, it which we halted a moment for 
a lup of watei, we began to ascend the spur ot a mountain 
which forms a headland on the coast, separating the bay along 
the beieh of which we had come, from thit on the oppo'iito side, 
where the estate we were to visit is situated The hill is mi 
wooded and steep tlie path was very slippery and the accent 
diflicult , but wo accomplished tt slowly with fine views on our 
right over a widespread alluvial plain eoveiedwith thi(,L set 
forests ; 

" A Iniliitation sober and demure 
For ruminating creatures .- a domain 
For qn[et things to wonder in ; a haunt 
In wMch the heron ehouM delight to feed 
By the fihy rivers,' and the pelioan 
Upon the cypress and the pine in lonely thought, 
Might at and sun liimsalf.'' 
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In place of the heron and the pelican, however, wo had the 
Urapongo — a large bird of the parrot tribe, whiob, lite 

" A flaky weight of mnfar'B pnraat suow," 

was clearly seen at a long diatauce in brilliant whiteness amid 
the dark green of a tree-top — sending forth ite peculiar and 
Bolitary song, in notes as shrill and metailio as the gratings of a 
coarse file upon steel, of which thej forcibly reminded me. 

Cathcart, from his Anglo-Saxon enterprise and energy, and 
consequent thrift and increasing wealth, has become quite the 
great man of the region ; and seems to be in fe,yor aod on most 
familiar tei-ma with all the inhabitants, black and white. He 
gave to every dwelling we passed by, whether near at hand or 
afer off, a hail of good will in one form or another, calling forth a 
qniek response from the unseen occupants, and the speedy appear- 
ance of master mistres" or slave After gaining the level of 
the mountain, we came upon a dustei of m id bousea surrounded 
by an orange gro^e situated upon an elevation on one side of the 
road, the ownei of wl ich an Id Porto^^ue^e we weie told was 
worth a hundicl thousand mil v or more thin fltty thousand 
dollars. As he w II be the next i cighbor ot oui h st on his new 
estate, we turned aside f r a moment to inteichange stiutations 
with the family The whole aspect of things la huts and 
negroes, in the mistress and an only chill a bo> of ten or twelve 
years, was very slovenly, very slip-shod, and verj filthy. The 
wife is a lively, black-eyed, chatty woman, scarcely yet in 
middle life ; but the husband a gray-headed and withered old 
man of more than three-score years and ten. He is a great 
miser ; and had on an old jacket of many ooiors, with patch upon 
patch, tOI it appeared to be of treble thickness. This he al- 
ways wears both at home and abroad, and never by any chance 
lays aside. It is said to be inlaid with gold. The captain began 
at once to banter with him for the purchase of it, offering a very 
large sum, and causing by his jests in regard to it,. great laughter 
among the negroes, and one or two white laborers near by ; but 
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tlie owner seemed to lave no notion to close a bargain in the case. 
We did not dismonnt; but accepted tte offer of a drink of frcsli 
tane-juiee from a sugar mUI near by. It was brouglit to us in an 
old calabaaL, and tasted neither sweet nor cleaiL 

Before reaoting this place, we had entered into a wood, and 
were charmed with the variety and brilliancy of the bloom — 
Bcarlet and yellow, pink, purple, and white — exhibited in air- 
plants and parasites, creepers aad flowery trees. Besides a great 
variety of the palm, there were wild figs, laurels, myrtles, cassias, 
and a kind of silk cotton tree — chorisia speciosa — with large rose- 
colored blossoms. The olimbera are superb ; and give to the trees 
they overrun an air of great magnificence. This is particularly the 
case in the Solaniira grandifhra, with its large trumpet-shaped 
flowers; and a species of fusohia— /wscAia mtegrifolia, f!\niAi, 
running up to the tops of the loftiest trees, falls down in graceful 
festoona of crimson flowers. Among the undergrowth the scarlet 
blossom of the cana speoiosa glared brightly on the eye. The 
forest did not appear to be primitive; but here and there a 
monarch of the wood was seen, which oould have attained its 
height and widespread dimensions only by the growth of centuries. 
"While yet high on the mountain's side, we opened a full and 
magnificent view of the new purchase of Captain Cathcart. It 
mb th t' P fi ' f '^ valley, ten miles at least 

in mf ir 1 d th dea by lofty timber- covered 

m t wh so top th 1 ndaries of the possession. 

Th t m te th h 1 b Id promontories, juttbg into 

th wh I b t th m w p curving sand-beach, a mile 

adm tt \.fi tm anders through this domain. 

A rocky islet, in the centre of the hay formed by the projecting 
headlands, is tufted with palm-trees, and gives name to the estate. 
Though but partially reclaimed from its primitive condition, and 
for the most part a lusuriant mass of woodland only, in its wide 
expanse, manifest richne^ of soil, and evident capabilities of 
improvement under the axe and the plough, it seemed to the eye as 
thus pointed out to us, to be quite a principality. As an isolated 
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possession I have seen DOthing like it in Brazil The history of 
the property may have added, perhaps, to the interest with which 
I looked upon it now ia the hands of a new possessor. The late 

proprietor, SeHor De L , a man of good family, good education 

and good breeding, had been redwced by his iaipradence, mis- 
management, indolenoe, and I may add vice, to the necessity of 
disposing of it at a ruinous sacrifice. I had seen him the day 
before on board the Congress, hearing the air and address of a 
gentleman, mingled with the dejection of a confessed bankrupt : 
one not able to work, and too proud to beg. In the morning 
before setting off from the consulate, I had met, too, a daughter 
of his, of eigliteen, deoidedly the finest-looking and most attractive 
native female I have seen in Braiail : lovely, not only from positive 
beauty, hut from evident amiability and feminine gentleness. 
And now, when I saw the exulting eye with which the new pur- 
chaser, the rough and uneducated whaleman, surveyed tlie lordly 
domain, I could not but think of the dispossessed and impov- 
erished gentleman and his children, and sympathise with them in 
the loss of such an estate. 

Shortly after commencing the gradual descent of the moun- 
tain, a rustic gate was pointed out as the entrance to" the Palms." 
The distance from this to the house is about two miles ; and a 
little taste and labor would convert it into a parklike and lovely 
drive — fii'st through interlacing woods down the declivity, and then 
over the green sward of a natural meadow, belted and dotted for a 
mile with groves, and clamps, and single trees of natural growth. 
The house is a substantial old mansion of brick stuccoed, with 
tiled roof and encircling verandahs. It stands in the midst of a 
lavin fronting thi' small nver, whuii here empties witli a sei 
I entme sweup into the sea. It comm'inds tho entire view of 
the valley and eucirclmg mountains, of the bay, its promon 
tunes md iblcte, and the distant sea Those Knd-i have been a 
seigmory fiom the earliest sefHement of the counti-y , and 
the house was built a hundied yens igo when tho pioprietoi 
was in o&fo unlti governniLUt It is moat oubitantiallj con 
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struate^ ; and the ■vyindow frames, door-posts and doors, and the 
eolmims of the verandahs, though never p tl yt pft 
preservation ; the close-grained wood of 1 h th y f m d 

on being slightly scraped, eshibits the d d b htn as 

of mahogany. In all things more perish U t!i t bl hn ot 
is in a most neglected and dilapidated st t Tl f t h 
been removed, excepting that of a lofty and p d g m 

where a long and heavy old table — a fixtor w th 1 h 1 g 
each side, of eorrespooding fashion, still 11 1 th 

perfect picture of ruined fortunes and d t d h 11 

A servant had preceded us on foot with a basket of refresh- 
ments. To the contents of this was added an abundance of fine 
oysters from the mouth of the river, into which a heavy surf and 
daily tides pour floods of salt-water over the oyster-beds. When 
called to this repast, I was quite surprised, to see, lying open on 
one end of the table, a large mahogany case with lining of crimson 
velvet, filled with a full dinner-set of heavy old plate of rich 
and massive patterns — including knives, forks, and spoons, of all 
sizes. In explanation, the captain told us it was the property of 

SeTior De L , left here on his removal from the house ; and 

now brought forward in the hope of having it bought by him, 
adding, "but I was bom witli an iron spoon in my mouth, and am 
used to one still; and I have made up my mind, unless I can get 

the set for ," naming a sum not one third of its value, even as 

old silver, " I will never take it." Conscious, probablyj from the 
knowledge he had of the necessities of the poor seuor, that they 
were sure to be eventually his at his own price. 

But why, you will ask, these details in a matter of no moment ? 
I answer, because I know not when my feelings have been more 
interested, or my sympathy more excited than by an incident of 
the day, directly associated with them. Every thing without was 
so wet after the heavy raio, that we were confined on our arrival 
very much to the honse and verandahs. Knowing that the femily 
of De L— — had removed, and that a few slaves only of Captaia 
Cathcart were in charge of the placc^ I was surprised to see a 
17 
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fino-looking, and strikiDgly handsome young man approach iiom 
a thicket near by. His orly dress was a white cotton shirt, open 
at tbe throat, and a pair of pantaloons of blue nankeen, old and 
faded, but both perfectly clean and neat. Though bareheaded 
and barefooted, he moved with the self-possessed air and manner 
of a gentleman. Before I could aat, I was told he was a son of 
the late proprietor ; brother of the young lady I had met at the 
consul's in the morning, and between whom there is a very 
strong attachment, as well as a very striking resemblance. The 
father, like too many others in this country, was never married ; 
but as is extensively the custom here, he has several seta of 
children by different women — the seoret of his wasted fortune. 
After an introduction to the jonug man, struck with his Adonis- 
like beauty both in figure and face — so like his sister as to 
lead to the supposition that they were twins, I felt some curiosity 
to know his age, and after a little conversation asked him in 
Portuguese how old he was ? Though evidently bright and intel- 
ligent by nature, his reply waa, " I do not know — my father can 
tell ! " The captain immediately said to me in English, " There 
you have a sample of the utter ignorance in which these people 
are brought up ; they know nothing, and are taught nothing 
worth knowing. This is a very nice young man as you see ; but 
his father has given him no education. Poor boy ! I felt very 
sorry for him the day I closed the purchase of this place and 
'clinchod' the bargain. He knew I had been some time in 
negotiation for it ; was present at the moment, and seemed very 
anxious about the result ; and when he saw that the whole waa 
Bold without any reservation, and the case settled, the tears 
started to his eyes, and he said — ' So, father, you have sold all 
your property, and I am left to be like a negro I You always 
told me I should have a part of this land. Had you done any 
thing for me, had you given me any education, or taught me to 
do any thing, the case would have been different, and I would not 
have cared. But you have done nothing for me, and have not 
taught me to do any thing for myself ; and now have sold all your 
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land, and left me to work like a negro I ' The father coald only 
reply with tears, ' 1 tnow it, mj son, hut I cannot help it, : I am in 
debt eleven thousand milreis, and have nothing to meet it but the 
two tiionsand five hundred which Captain Catheart pays me for 
this property,' " I thus became aec[uainted with the terms of the 
purchase — ahont twelve hundred and fifty dollars for two or three 
miles square of the finest land in the region, parts of which at 
least have been long under cultivation ! Antonio, the name of 
the young man, had himself, previously to the sale, planted a 
piece of the land with cane and mandioca, and ^ed the consul 
afterwards whether he might still work upon it, and gather the 
crops. He says hia reply was, " Yes, my eon, and call upon my 
negroes here to help you, and bid them work for yon as if they 
were your own." He is now there with a single remaining slave 
of his father, for thia purpose. Captain Catheart invited him to 
join us at luncheon. He seems interested in him, and says that 
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l)efrieiid Antonio, wliose sad and dejected looks during onr whole 
stay were in sueh strong contrast witi, the eelf-Batisfied air and 
liigU spirits of his dispossessor. The deep penaivenoss spread 
over the manly and handsome face of the young man as we hade 
him adieu, and hie attitude — till we lost sight of him in the 
distance — leaning his head and shoolders against a pillar of the 
verandah with folded arraSj as if lost in sad abstraction, still haunt 



June SOth. — For a third time I date from Buenos Ayres. 
The continued prevalence of the yellow fever at Kio de Jauiero 
forbade a visit of the Congress there, on leaving St. Catherine ; 
and the alternate was a return to Montevideo. On arriving at 
that place, general liberty on shore was accorded to the crew; 
and a bearer of despatches to tbe American minister here being 
required, I gladly availed myself of the Commodore's kindness 
in appointing me to the duty. 

When I left Buenos Ayres in February, the town and pro- 
vince were under the rule of the Provisional Guvernor, appointed 
by Urquiza. As speedily afterwards as possible, a constitutional 
election was held for that of&ce, and the same person was choseu 
by the people. Since then, a Congress of the Governors of the 
Provinces has been held at San Nicolas de Aroya, a city two 
hundred miles from Buenos Ayres up the Parana. This was pre- 
paratory to a general convention of delegates, for the formation 
and adoption of a federal constitution for the United Provinces, 
after the model of that of tlie United States ; Urquiza being 
appointed for the interval Provisional Director of the Argentine 
Confederation. The result of tlie deliberations of the Governors 
has just been proclaimed, and the articles of agreement have been 
published. These, though seemingly wise and just, are unsatigfao- 
tory to the Portenos or Buenos Ajriacs. Claiming, from their 
larger population, gi'eatar wealth, and higher civilization, a pre- 
ponderating vote and influence among the States, they are unwil- 
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ling to confirm the act of the G-oyerEora, vhidh will limit them 
in the proposed general Congress, to the same numher of repre- 
sentatives or delegates, with each of the other PrOTinees. The 
House of Representatives of Buenos Ayres, or Sala, as the body 
is here styled, immediately denounced the proceeding by strong 
Tesolutions ; and great pnblio excitement took place. Ou learn- 
ing this, Urquiza, who has rebnrned from St. Nicolas, withdrew 
his troops from their quarters in the city, planted a battery of 
guua on the parade ground near the cavalry barrachs, which com- 
mands the town, and despatched a messenger to the President of 
the Chambers, with orders for the immediate dissolution of that 
body under the alternative of having it dispersed by his guns. 
The annoiiiicement of this led each member quietly to take bis 
hat and leave the hall, notwithstanding the valorous resolution 
of the previous day, in which the determination had been avowed 
of sacrificing their lives rather than their liberty. 

Two thousand or more of the citizens not long since organized 
themselves into a national guard ; each individual having equipped 
himself at his own outlay, in a showy and expensive uniform. 
During the agitation of the Chamber, under the action of the 
Congress of San Nicolas, these sent a messenger to the hoase to 
assure the representatives that they would repair to their ^itting^ 
and stand by them to the death Tiiey weie however at the 
time, much in need of percussim caps for their mu&kets Ur 
qaiza hearing of this, and that diligent search was being mide m 
the city for a supply, sent his own orderly to their bariacks with 
a couple of packages; and, it is said, called him&elf in the after 
noon of the same day to inqmre whether they had been reoenefl, 
and to say he would be happy to furnish them ■« ith i 1 irger 
quantity if needed ! Thus showing his uttet cjntenpt for the 
bravado of the ' shop-keepers,' as he calls thtm. On the difcsolu 
tioa of the Chamber this brave guard very speedily disbanded ; 
and the next day small parties of the soldiers of Urqniza, in com- 
mand of subalterns, went from house to house throughout tlie 
city, and took possession, without resistance, of all the arms 
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they could find. Urquiaa proclaimed himself Provisional Chief, 
but continued in office under him the Governor who had been 
elected by the people. All thinga are going on quietly under 
this coup d' dtat. 

The general judgment of those who have had the best oppor- 
tunity of knowing the people, is, that they are incapable of enlight- 
ened and stable self-government, Urquiza is regarded by these as 
greatly in advance of other chieftains of the Plata, in enlarged 
and patriotic views and principles. Full confidence is pkced in 
his integrity of purpose, as well as in his firraness and daring of 
will. 

His personal bravery at all events cannot be doubted. Dur- 
ing the height of the excitement of the last week, while execra- 
tions loud and long were poured upon him by designing partisans 
and their followers, he rode fearlessly about the city attended by 
a single officer ; and is resolved, at all personal hazard, to carry 
out the measures and policy which he thinks needful for the best 
interests, not only of Buenos Ayres, as a city and province, but 
of all the Argentine Statesi He believes the consolidation of 
the whole under a constitutionally appointed chief executive, in- 
dispensable to their permanent prosperity ; and this it is hie pur- 
pose to achieve. 

July SOiA. — It is seldom that the Rev. Mr. Lore of the Wcs- 
leyan Mission can avail himself of the assistance of a brother 
clergyman ; and I have cheerfully taken upon myself, at his solici- 
tation, on each Sabbath of my several visits here, two of the three 
services held in the chapel on that day and evening. The ordinary 
number of worshippers amounts to about four hundred, of whom 
fifty are church members. The established religion of the State 
being that of the Roman Church, and the civil regulations of the 
country not permitting Protestant preachingto the natives in their 
own language, the oongregation and church consist exclusively of 
foreign residents — American, English, Scotch and Irish ; of 
these, the greatest number are English. An interesting and flour- 
ishing Sunday school of two hundred and fifty scholars, is attached 
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to the cliurch, and in addition to tlie public services of the Sab- 
bath, a weekly lecture and prayer-meeting are held in the cLapeL 
The Sabbath after my arrival was that of the Communion. On 
the Thursday evening previous Mr Lore preached a preparatory 
eennon, and on the Sunday ^is new members were received into 
the church. They weie all young persona and of both sexes. 
A more than ordinary proportion of the churi^h members are in 
their youth. It is a cheeiing sight to peruei^e among them so 
many young men, thus openly and decidedly choosing a life of 
piety in the midst of a (,ity of geneiil mdulgLUce in worldliness 
and pleasure, and almost univeisal moial dcrehotion. In the 
full toleration of Putestant woiship thus albwed ind in the 
open example seen and afLn wledged by all — eien of a few con- 
eistent and truly epiritual Chri&tians there I'f hope for this land : 
there is light shed abi } xd which cannot be hid, and sei d gown which 
has abeady sprung up and borne fruit. Many thmgs seem to indi- 
cate that, in the providence of God, the ignorant, superstitious and 
benighted population, is destined in the progress of time to give 
place by immigration from foreign lands, to those better fitted in 
mind and education, in energy and enterprise, and in enlightened 
principles, political, moral and religious, to mould tho destinies 
of the nation and build up a free and prosperous empire. One 
cannot t ill in passing along the stieeti, to be forcibly struck with 
thu prevalpnce of the English language You can scarcely 
move a square in any direction without overhearing it; while 
Fieneh, Ueiman, Poituguese and Itahan — the patois of the 
Basques and the Gaelio dialect of the &Lotch and Irish, are 
liberally intermingled. 

Mr. liore is deservedly popular in his position, both aa a man 
and as a minister. He ia an able and interesting preacher, and a 
faithful and affectionate pastor : ready to every good work — the 
comforter of the sick and afflicted, and the friend and benefeotor 
of the poor and destitute. Mrs. Lore too, is admirably fitted for 
.her station, and, full of gentleness and amiability, is universally 
beloved. The liistory of Protestant worship in Buenos Ayrcs 
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may be briefly giyen. Its origin dates as far back as the year 
1820. On Sunday, tlie 18th of November in that yeai-, Protes- 
tant religious worship was first held hero in a private house. 
The assembly numbered aiiie persons, the worship being led by 
Mr. Thompson, a Scotch Presbyterian, who had arrived in the 
city under the auspices of the "British and "Foreign School Soci- 
ety," with the purpose of establishing schools on ^e Lancastriaa 
system ; and liad bo far succeeded in his object as to he then em- 
ployed by the government as superintendent of a school of this 
description. This lay worship waa continued till the year 1822. 
In 1823 the Rev. Dr. Bvigham, now long the secretary of the 
American Bible Society, and the Rev. Mr. Pavvin, an associate, 
arrived as agents of the Bible and Missionary Societies, and by 
them preaching was established in a private house. Dr. Brig- 
ham, after a time, carried his agency to Chili and Peru, and re- 
turned to the United States; while Mr. Parvin continued resi- 
dent here, as a preacher and teacher, till the year 1827. In this 
year he was joined by the Rev. Mr. Torrey, first as an a 
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partly by an appropriation from the Motliodist Missionary Society 
at home. The buildings enbseqiaently erected are the present 
chapel and parsonage, on the principal street of the city, imme- 
diately opposite the stately church of the Merced. The chapel, a 
neat and simple structure, sixty feet in length by forty in width, 
with a facade in Grecian architecture, fronts upon the street ; 
while the mission house or parsonagej approached by a passage 
on one side of the chapel, occupies the rear of the lot. A court, 
ornamented with shrubbery and trellised grape-vines, separates 
the two, giving to the premises a retired and rural aspect, attrac- 
tive, and appropriate to the character of the occupants. The 
Her. Mr. Dempster was succeeded in 1843, by the Rev. Mr. 
Norris ; and this gentleman again in 1848, by Mr. Lore. The 
church and congregation are now not only self-sustaining, as to the 
support of the pastor and all the incidental expenses of the mis- 
sion, but contribute liberally, acoordiag to their means, to the gen- 
eral societies at home for the promotion of the cause of Christ. 

Besides the Wesleyan congregation and church, there are now 
in Buenos Ayres three of other Protest-ant denominations : ooe 
British Episcopalian, one Scotch Presbyterian, and oue Reformed 
German. AH these have much larger and finer buildings for 
worship, and much larger and more wealthy congregations. The 
salary of the Rev. Mr. Falkner of the British Church, amounts 
to 84000. The Scotch congregation, under the pastoral charge 
of Rev. Mr. Smith, is of tlie Established Church of Scot- 
land, and also partly under governmental support. The German 
Church, whose pastor is the Rev. Mr. Seigle, has just completed 
a new place of worship ; a beautiful specimen of Gothic archi- 
tecture, and an ornament to the city. These congregations have 
each a large and flourishing day school under its supervision and 
patronage, beside Sunday schools. 

I have renewed my intercourse most agreeably with several 

femilies here — particularly with that of Mr. H , who ia a 

fellow-Jerseyman. Mrs. H is also from Jersey ; a,.d I hare 

a standing invitation to breakfast with them on buckwheat cakes, 
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80 favorite an article of diet there. The L s and the Z s 

of Montevideo, too, are now here. Among the acquaintances 
newly made, and to whom I am indebted for hospitality, are the 
J s ; Mrs. J being the daughter of an old &iend. Cap- 
tain M ■ of the Navy, They occupy a tasteful and pleasantly 

situated quinta in the eastern suburbs, of the city, where they 
entertain their friends with elegance ; addiug to a generous hospi- 
tality, the charm of fine music, in which, both vocal and instru- 
mental, Mrs. J excels. 

I have been desirous for some time, of making an escarsion 
into fbe " Camp," as the flat country of the Pampas south of the 
city is called, in a visit to the estancia, or cattle farm of an 
American of respectability, but have not yet had it in my power 
to aeeomplish the purpose. My opportunities for sight-seeing have 
consequently been limited to the city. The room I occupy is on the 
second floor of a house finely situated on the edge of the bluff 
upon which the town lies. Its windows on one side overlook the 



c[«adr angular court eommnai 
are some magnificent epeei 
prickly pear twenty feet 



aicating with the street. In this there 
mens of cacti ; among which are a 
1 height, with a trnok like a tree, 
now covered with primi-ose-oolored blossoms ; and an octagonal 
plant of the same genus neaily as tall, filled with those that are of 
brilliant crimson. There is in it also a magnificent specimen of 
the " Uca G-loriosa." The" view from the other aide commands the 
whole length of the alameda or public walk, the river, with the inner 
and the outer anchorage, and all the movements of the roadstead 
and landing. When the tide is out, the sands to the east, for a mile 
or more, are nearly or quite bare. At all times, except when the 
water is at flood, the landing of passengers and freight is by cart. 
Eamiliarity with the sight does not take from its interest. Some- 
times both horses and carts are seen half submerged in the water — 
intermingled wJth boats, some under sail and others pulled by 
oars, — the drivera, to keep them'selvea from being wet, standing 
on the shoulders of their beasts, in the manner of circus-riders. 
It is amusing to see them start from the shore on the approach 
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of a boat or boats witli passengers. They rush oif under the 
eboiits and laabings of the drivers, plunging and ploughing through 
the water, over the roeks and into holes in the rough bottom, in 
utter disregard of every thing except a first ohanoe at a customer. 
The horses are so well trained to the hasiness, that the cavts are 
as readily turned and backed up to a boat on teaching it, as a 
fish is moved in the water by its fins. The whole performance is 
so droll and amphibious, that I never cease to be amused in wit- 
nessing iL When the water ia low, freight and passengers are often 
taken on hoard these carts from small vessels at their anchorage. 
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The construction of a mole to extend beyond the sands is 
entirely practicable, and would be of immense importance, and a 
great saving of expense m the trade of the place. So essential a 
work should have been accomplished a century ago. Had the 
amount lavished by Eosaa in redeeming the marshes of Palermo, 
and in rearing upon them his country palace, been thus appro- 
priated, it would long since have secured a convenient and safe land- 
ing both for goods and passengers, and have been a lasting and 
honorable monument of his public spirit and patriotism. A day 
or two since a detachment of the troops of TJrquiza embarked 
from this landing on their return to Entre-Rios. It is the winter 
season ; the weather was wet, cold, and piercing, and the whole 
number, amounting to some hundreds, were kept f h u s h er- 
ing in the exposure incident to the slow means of g tt n £f to 
the transports in which they were to sail ; first n ( d f ght 
or ten in a cart, and then in equal numbers in mall 1 t 
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The kckeros anc! panderos — ^the milimeE and bakers — form 
Btriking features in the scenes of the street in the early momiDg. 
Both grades are invariiblj mounted on shabby, rough-coated 
little horses or mules. They seit themselves very longitu- 
dinally on the shoulder bladei of the beasts, their legs being 
stretched out almost at full length , while the supplies they carry 
for distribution are balanced on either side frm neck to tail — the 
milk in long tin cans of difFeient sizes stowed in different com 
partments of leathei fixtur s s methm^ m the form of old 
fashioned saddle-bags. The bread is distributed ftom immense 
panniers of ox-hide, cured with the hair on made oial m band 
box form, burying the animal beneath their ponderous shipes, and 
half blocking up the stieet as they pass. There is nothing 
especially peculiai- in the dress of the bakers, they being dwellers 
in the city, and generally French, ti-erman, or Spanish by birth 
and in costume ; but the milkmen from, the country, at distances 
from five to fifteen miles, furnish illustrations of the grotesijne and 
comical worthy of the pencil of a Oruikshank or Wilkie. None 
but an artist could do jastioe to their slouched hats of every form, 
the cotton handkerchief of divers figures and colors in which their 
necks and feces are bundled up, their poochos of every hue — 
their eheripas of various materials from scarlet broadcloth and 
gayly-figured merinos, to horse-blankets, and flre-rugs ; while half- 
yard wide pantalets of white cotton tamboured and fringed and 
worn over heavy boots or leggings of calfskin, make, up the sketch. 

On entering the plaza about seven o'clock a fcw mornings ago, 
I saw some hundreds or more of these figures, with their horses and 
milk-cans, grouped before the police office at the Cabildo or town 
ball. The spectacle was one of the most singular I have met, 
and led to an inquiry as to the cause of the unusual gathering. 
In answer, I learned that the extent to which the watering of tho 
milk had been carried had iod to the interference of the police. 
On that morning, every milkman as he entered the city foiind 
himself unexpectedly under arrest, and was hurried to the office 
of the chief, to have the jiioduct of his cowa put to a test. All 
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were now busy lugging their cans into the town hall to be tiiiis 
cleared from the impaUtion of defraudiug their oustomera, or, if 
found guilty, to pay the fine imposed by the laws of the munici- 
pality. I did not wait to learn the result, but believe few escaped 
the penalty. 

To one informed of the extent of vexation and labor, required 
in securing the milk, it is scarcely a wonder that it should be well 
watered before being brought to market. The cows of the native 
breed are impracticable to all domestic training or discipline. 
They not only require to be lassoed every time they are milked, 
but must be also tied bead and foot, and during the operation have 
their calves by their sides. These most be permitted to draw 
the milk alternately with the use of the hand by the milkman, 
or nothing can be obtained from the animal, Mueh time is thus 
taken up in the operation ; and the result is only about a quart of 
milk a day from each cow, and a pound of butter a week. The 
consequence is that milk commands from twelve to fifteen eeuts 
a quart ; aud butter from sixty-two to seveuty-fivc cents a pound. 
The supply is furnished chiefly by the German and Basque 
settlers. The natives are for the most part too indolent to take 
BO much trouble for the returns made, either for their own use or 
for sale. 

Bio de Julsino. 

SepUmher 20iA. — "We returned to this port on the 13th inst : 
bringing passengers with us, Mr. gchenok, Charge d' Affaires at 
the Court of Braail, and a nephew, hia private secretary. In 
addition to the diplomatic office he holds here, he was recently 
appointed by our government Envoy Extraordinary to the Re- 
publics of the Plata, for the purpose of negotiating, in conjunction 
with Mr. Pendleton, treaties of friendship and commerce. The 
unsettled state of affaire in the Argentine Provinces, however, 
interfered with the completion of this mission, and he haa re- 
turned for a time to Bio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Pendleton accompanied him as far as Montevideo ; and 
during a brief sojourn there, the two diplomatists, with the aid of 
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Mr. Glover as interpreter and secretary, formed a treaty with 
the llepuhlic of Uruguay, by which the United States are placed 
here upon a footing with the most favored nations. The prompti- 
tude, industry, and despatch of the amhassadors in the negotia- 
tion quite astonished the ceremonious, indolent, and procrastinat- 
iug ministers of Spanish- American blood. After it was once 
initiated, they allowed themselves scarcely the relaxation of an 
hour till the parchments were engrossed ; and the ink in their 
signatures was not well dry before the Chief Envoy was on his 
way with us to this pla«3e. 

I will let an incident occurring at Bueaos Ayres speak his 
general character. While last there, I occupied furnished rooms 
in the establishment of a shrewd, sharp-eyed, talkative English- 
woman. The window of her private apartment commanded the 
weihguarded portal, opening from the street into the pateo or 
quadrangle of the house ; and from it she kept a watchful lookout 
on the movements of her lodgers and their visitors. A short 
time after I had taken up my quarters there, Mr. Sehenck called 
upon me. My landlady soon became informed, by some means, 
of his name and position ; and with the notions of rank common 
among those in humble life in her own country, was quite excited 
by the distinction conferred upon her lodger, and seizing the first 
chance afterwards of waylaying me, gave vent to her feelmgs on 
the subject by the esclamation — " And indeed, sir I so you have 
had the honor of a visit from your minister, the new ambassador ! 
La me ! I said to myself as I saw him come in, ' Why who can 
that very genteel, delicate-looking, strange gentleman be ? ' But 
I knew him at onoe for a diplomat. I can always tell them. I 
have had a great deal to do with them — Sir Charles Hotham, Sir 
William Ousely — and I know them at onee, they are so clever — 
so very, very clever ! Oh ! rely upon it, sir 1 your ambassador 
is a very clever man ; I could see it in his eye, sir I and then it 
was so kind in him to call, I knew him for a diplomat — so very 
genteel, and so «lever," adding, " Clever, sir, clever — very, very 
clever ! " as she bowed herself backwards into hur Httlo room, as 
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if retreating after a presentation at court. And clever, indeed, 
Mr. Sctcnok is, both ia the English aad American use of the 
toria. In regard to Uie last, he has given very decided proof in 
his great kindness to the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, seamen's chaplain 
here, who with Mrs. Fletcher arrived from the United States 
shortly after the Congress left, eight months ago. They early 
became settled in a hired cottage, but when Mr. Schenck received 
the diplomatic appointment to the Plata, he constrained them to 
leave it, and with their family to take po^essioa during his 
ce, of the embassy and all its appointments, in furniture, 
irriages and horsoa; and as it will he necessary for him 
to return to Buenos Ayrew at the end of two or three months, wrote 
to them before leaving the river, that he came now only to ho their 
guest till he should be recalled there by duty for an indefinite 
time. They are thus permanently at home with him. 

Mr. Fletcher on his arrival, entered at once zealously upon the 
discharge of the duties of his position ; and, while the yellow fever 
has again ifaged for months as an epedemie among the shipping and 
on shore, has been indefatigable in preaching the Gospel to the 
well, in nursing and comforting the sick and dying, and in consol- 
ing the afflicted, of whom there have been many among American 
and English shipmasters, who have had members of their families 
in greater or less numbers on board their ships with them, some 
of whom have died under very affecting circumstances. 

The Eev. Mr. Graham, rector of the English Episcopal Church, 
has service in a neat chapel in the city on the morning of the 
Sabbath ; Mr. Fletcher at the same time preaches to the seamen 
in port, on board some ship in the harbor, and in the afternoon 
holds worship in the drawing-room of the American Consulate. 
I have assisted him in this servioe since our arrival, and have felt 
i and a blessing to join the " two or three," who 
.e there for praise and prayer, and to hear the preached 
word. The music ia led by Mrs. Fletcher at the piano ; and she is 

assisted I'ooally by Mrs. K . This excellent person is a good 

representative abroad of her fellow- countrywomen of New Eng- 
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land at home — sensible, intelligent, practical : e 
her expression of moral principle, and ever constant ia the ex- 
hihition of her religious character. She has heen greatly afflicted 
hy the hereayements which have befallen her here in a strange 
land ; but resigned in spirit, seems by them to be the better fitted 
for the duties of a Christian in this life, as well as for the inherit- 
ance which is to be the reward of such in the life to come. Mrs, 

F is not less strikingly the type of her class in Europe. She ia 

a daughter of the distinguished and apo?tolie minister of Geneva, 
Cjcsar Malan ; and highly educated and accomplished, seems fitted 
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November 22rf. — A fow days at " Boa EspereDza " in the 
mountains of Tejuca, ton miles from Rio, pi-oved so interesting 

to my friend Dr. and myself, that we determined to make 

a more distant excursion of the kind to this place, in the midst 
of the Organ Mountains, fifty miles from the city. The route 
to it passes near San Aliexo, and on our way we made an agree- 
able yisit of three days to our friends there. 

Constantia is the estate of Mr, Heath, an Englishman, which 
has become a favorite resort of the citizens of the metropolis in 
the summer season as a watering-place, for tlie enjoyment of pure 
and invigorating air, and the luxury of fresh and wholesome diet 
in the country. By previous arrangement, mules and a guide 
were sent for us two days ago to San AHexo by tho proprietor ; 
and takins; leave of Mr. and Mrs. M— — , we were off for our 
destination after an early breakfast this moruing. The day 
was splendid in its coloring, and fnll of freshness. Our guide, a 
bright, intelligent little negro of twelve, was ail activity and 
good-nature ; and mounted on a mule scarcely larger than himself 
with a carpet-bag slung on each side of him in the manner of a 
pair of saddle-bags, went on his way whistling and singing as if 
he knew neither sorrow nor care. Instead of leading us, however, 
he rode behind in the fashion of a groom ; but not so muet for 
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appearance, as we soon discovered, as to give a poke with the 
pointed end of his whip to one or the other of the animals ridden 
by me and my friend, when they became disposed to lag in their 
gait, or to start them forward by a sharp cat across their nunpa 
with its lash. 

The first stage of eight miles northward was to Freischal, an 
inland venda, or store, where the tumpilte begins the ascent of 
the " Sierra." For that distance, the glain is very similar in 
its general features to the country between Piedade and San 
Alieio, before described. The mountain scenery to the west, 
close upon the left, was, however, very fine; and was marked now, 
after heavy rains, by numerous watercourses and cascades, which 
foamed down from the heights above, in single shoota of hundreds 
of feet. Most travellers from Eio make Freischal a stopping- 
place for the first night ; but the " Barriera," or toll gate, midway 
np the ascent, four miles further, is a much more piotarest[ue and 
attractive spot ; and we pushed on to this for luncheon, without 
alighting at the other. The road after passing Freisehal winds 
at first in gradual ascent along the broad bases of the mountains. 
It is wide, smooth, and well graded; and paved at intervals for 
long distances with large cubes of granite, like a Roman highway. 
It was enlivened by troupe after troupe of mules passing in both 
directions, with heavy loads of produce from the interior, and of 
merchandise from the capital ; each company of seveu animals 
being under charge of a troupiero, or muleteer, though frequently 
moving by hundreds together, and sometimes crowding the road 
thickly for a half mile in succession. As thus seen en masse in 
the distance, either in meeting or overtaking them, they present 
an odd spectacle. The mules with heads bending to the ground 
beneath their burdens, are themselves for the most part completely 
hidden by the bulky loads they carry. The tips of their long ears, 
bobbing np and down with the motion of their step ; the cross 
ends of the clumsy wooden saddle or frame, to which the panniers 
or other burdens on either side are afExcd— something IDcc the 
buck of a woodsawyer — sticking out above their shoulders; and 
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the dried ox-hides surmounting the whole, to protect the articles 
transported from the weatlicr, flapping like wings up and down 
in the irregular tread of the heasts, are alone seen : and to one 
unaeijuainted witk the sight, would present objects in natural 
history difficult to he guessed at. There is a leading mule to 
each troupe, whose bridle and head-stall are gayly ornamented with 
tufts of scarlet and blue worsted, and often with sliowy plumes 
of the same material, and also strung with beUs of varied sizes 
and tones— the whole a matter of rivalry in the taste and vanity 
«f the respective troupieros. The leaders are so well trained as 
to allow no one of their own troupe, under any oircumHtanoes, to 
pass ahead of them on the road ; so that the muleteers have to 
lookout only for auoh as lag behind or stray by the wayside. 
These men themselves are black, and white, and of every shade 
of complexion; are of all ages, and in an endless variety of cos- 
tume, as to the material and condition of old shirts and old jackets, 
old trowsers and old drawers, old hats and various head-gear— 
from the well clothed, to those almost In a state j)uris natu- 
ralibiis. 

The Barriera is as wild and romantic a spot as can be well 
imagined. I recollect nothing on a public road surpassing it, 
in these respects, unless it be the site of Alhama, in the sierra of 
the Alpuxai'es. It is a narrow ravine high upon the mountain's 
side, above which the fantastic pinnacles called the " Pipes of the 
Organ," bristle thousands of feet. From these a mountain tor- 
rent, foaming and roai-ing over and around gigantic boulders of 
grauite, comes rushing down, and divided into two streams by an 
islet over wbich the road crosses, plunges headlong into a gulf 
below. In the midst of this islet, to which a bridge from either 
side is thrown, a neat little chapel, surmounted by a cross, rises 
upon the sight with pleasing effect, in contrast with the savage 
wildnesB of every thing around. At a neat venda just beyond, to 

which we bad been directed by Mr. M , wo were served with 

a luncheon of boiled eggs and bread and butter. Our host was a 
civil young Portuguese, aud the neatly whitewashed walls of the 
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room ia which we ate, were ornamented with a set of colored 
engravingB, illustrative of the fate of Inez de Castro in the hands 
of Peter the Oruol. For the first time in my rambles in Brazil, 
I here saw a book in the hands of any one — ^It was a copy of the 
" Complete Letter Writer " in Portuguese, which the keeper of 
the shop was reading behind the counter when we went in. 

We were now more than a thousand feet above the level of 
the plain. For some time before reaching this point, a beautifully 
shaped and Inzuriantly-clothed mountain in front of us, had 
particularly attracted our attention. It here stood directly 
beside us on the right. Nothing of the kind can surpass the 
beauty of its foliage in varied forms and tints of green — inter- 
spersed with masses of white and of yellow, of purplo and of 
scarlet. The white in many instances is not a blossom, but the 
leaves of the sloth tree — cecropia peltata. The under sides of 
these are covered with a white down; the leaves curl upward 
under the hot rays of the sun, and give to the whole tree-top, amid 
masses of verdure, a whiteness almost as pure, and more silvery, 
thau that of the snowball. The yellow blossoms are chiefly 

of the acacia; the purpL' aiid the scarlet those of climbers 

bignonias and fuschias. An American forest in October can 
scarcely compare in gorgeousness with these gay woods, in the 
seasons of their bloom. 

From the Barriera the ascent becomes mcreasingly steep, and 
the road is formed by zigzag cuts in the sides of the mountains, 
and, at places, around their projecting shoulders. The angles at 
the turns are very sharp, and the road rises in terrace above 
terrace— :at, some points edging upon precipitous ravines and deep 
chasms, hundreds of feet in perpendicular descent. In these 
sections, the loag lines of mules, aa seen both above and below, 
struggling up or moving cautiously down, are particularly striking. 
In several places the way was wet and miry, and many a poor 
beast was down in the mud with his burden upon him, but lying 
quietly and patiently, as if accustomed to such accidents, waiting 
for the coming up of his troupiero to relievo him of his load, and 
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thus enable him to rise. Aa wo mounted higher and higher, the 
landscape became more and more esteuaive. By degrees the 
northern end of the Bay of Eio opened to TJew, followed rapidly 
by the islands which cluster in it ; the mountain-rangea of its 
eastern coast ; the Sugar Loaf, Kaaa and Eound Islands in the 
offing; the Coroovado, Gavia and peal of Tejniea— embracing » 
panorama more than a hundred miles in circuit, in the midst of 
■which the imperial city, though forty miles distant, was distinctly- 
seen gleaming in the afternoon's sun. Such was the scene oa 
one side of ua, whiie on the other the pikes of the Sierra close 
at hand, rose in savage nakedness three thousand feet above our 
heads. The world boasta many pictures m nature, in which love- 
liness and sublimity are combined, hut I doubt whether this 
" Boa Vista" — " Fine View," of the Organ Mountain does not 
rival any single combination of mountain, valley, and water, that 
man over beheld. I can remember notiiing in my own experience 
equal in interest to this day's ride; unless it may be tlie travel 
through the mountains of Granada, followed by the first view of 
the " Vega," with the city, the walls and towers of the Alhambra, 
and the snow-covered heights of the Nevada above, all gloriously 
lighted by the glowing hues of the setting sun. 

Though uncertain of the length of time it would require to 
reach our destination before nightfall, we lingered long in silent 
admiration of the picture ; and at last, found it difficult to make 
up our minds to turn the point of a projecting rock marking the 
highest elevation of the road, and which shuts it from view. From 
this point the descent on the north commences. It ia gradual, and 
unmarked by any striking features, except the jagged peaks on 
the left. Tliick mist and clouds soon enveloped these, and for a 
time the way became comparatively tame and uninteresting. 

H Hall, the mountain home of Mr. H , an English 

merchant of Rio, whom we had faean invited to visit, is situated 
a short distance from the sierra. We called upon the family for 
a short time ; but, anxious to reach Oonstantia, resisted their per- 
suasions to remain over night, or at least to dinner, and h 
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on oar way. At tte end of sis miles, we turned from, the 
public road into a bridle-path leading through thick- woods, filled 
with the muaie of birds. Many of the trees overhanging us were 
magnificent in size — monarchs of the primeval forest, stately and 
venerable with, the growth of centuries. One, whose branches 
entirely overarched the road, at an elevation of more than a hun- 
dred feet, particularly excited our admiration. Though its limbs 
were gnarled and distorted, and in themselves leafless, they were 
so fantastic in shape as well as gigantic in dimensions, and so 
adorned and draped with parasites and creepers, and festoons of 
gray moss, as to be a fit study for an artist. 

At the end of three additional miles, we came suddenly upon 
a fine field of luxuriant Indian corn enclosed by a hedge. Into 
this a rustic gate led, which our guide threw open without dis- 
mounting, and uttered the announcement, apparently with as much 
pleasure as it gave us to hear it, " Esta Conatantia ! " " This 
is Oonstantia I " We were at the entrance of a little valley, two 
miles in length by a half mile in width, encircled by high hills, 
in the midst of which the buildings of the establishment of Mr. 
Heath are clustered. These consist of a principal house of two 
stories, plastered and whitewashed, and having a steep shingled 
roof; four cottages of one story in the same style, in fi'Ontof this; 
and various out-buildings and offices in the rear, with quarters 
for the negroes — the whole having the general appearance of a 
Swiss or German hamlet. The approach is by a well-made drive, 
half a mile in length. Trees of natural gi-owth have been }eft 
here and there near this and in the adjoining grounds; giving to 
the whole somewhat the aspect of a park. 

Our host met ns at the gate of an mner enclosure which 
protects the gardens and shrubbery. He is six feet and more in 
height, of a portliness in full proportion, and frank, open-hearted 
and cordial in manner. He had been expecting us for two days, 
and dinner was now a third time waiting our arrival. We had 
heard of his facotiousnesa, and that his anecdotes were irre- 
sistible; and had determined before meeting him, to maintain 
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a becoming dignity. Before the dinner was half through, however, 
we foimd all our precaution vain ; and imder the rehearsal of some 
of his personal adventurea in Braail, were obliged to give way to 
fits of laughter, whioh made the tears ran down our cheeks. 

November 24(fe.--The estate of Constantia is two miles 
square. Its first owner was a Swiss, who gave it the name it 
bears, with the intention of cultivating the grape on its hill- 



sides, in the hope of producing a w 



3 that should rival that of 



Constantia, at the Cape of Good Hope. But his espectatioas in 
regard to the production of wine were disappointed ; and an ex- 
periment with coffee succeeded no better. The soil is too cold aad 
too poor to produce the best qualities of either; and Mr. Heath 
purebred the whole property for a small sura. The house and 
adjoining cottages are situated in the midst of ftower-gardens, 
whioh indicate by their growth any thing hut poverty of soil ; and 
are fragrant with the perfume of the tuberose and heliotrope, cape 
jessamine and white lily, and beautiful in moss-roses and camellias, 
the most splendid carnations, beds of violets and mignonette, and 
an endless variety of ohoice flowers. The sterna of the tuberose 
exhibit eighteen inches of closely-clustered blossoms, and while 
the white lily at home seldom produces, I believe, more than six 
or seven flowers on one stock, I have here counted thirteen. The 
vegetable gardens and fi'uit-yards present a like display of exuber- 
ant growth, in peas, beans, potatoes, artichokes, cabbages, beets, 
cauliflowers, strawberries, raspberries, limes, lemons, peaches, 
pears, apples, quinces and gi'apes. These in constant suooession 
brmg a rich return to the proprietor from the market at Rio, to 
whioh, distant as it is, troupes of mules can-y cargoes as far as 
Piedado, twice every week. 

The work of the estate fe performed by slav^, of whom, 
including women and children, there are thirty-three on the 
premises. They are well-fed, well-clothed, and well-treated, and 
seem to be contented and happy. Their master ia a humane and 
kind man, and intends to give to all their freedom : in earnest 
of whioh he ha.s already manumitted several, who still continue 
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with him, and to whom he pays regular wagea. The children 
come round him at his call with laughter and gambola, and 
scramble plajfuUyfor the hiscuit and cakes and the other niceties 
which he carries with him from the diuing-haU, for the purpose 
of distributing among them. The gardens are nncler the care of 
females exclusively : the superintendent, of the same sex, being 
thoroughly stilled in the business. Eyery thing in that depart- 
ment is uader her sole direction, from the turning over of the earth 
for plantiug, to the gathering of the produce, and the arrange- 
ment of it in panniers for the market. 

All hands are turned out for work at daybreak ; are mustered 
by name, and receive orders from thoir master at a window of his 
room. A custom is observed hero, and I am told in all well- 
regulated families in Brazil, which, were it any thing more 
than an iinmeaning form, would he interesting. It is the 
aaliiog of a blessing from the master every morning and every 
evening at the close of the day's work by all the slaves, of both 
seses and of every age. The full form of words is the following ; 
" I beseech your blessing, or grant me a blessing, in the name 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ! " To which the master 
replies, " Jesus Christ bless you for ever ! " But it is the usage 
to epitomize these expressions by the interchange of the shortest 
possible abbreviations of them, and in words rather startling at 
first to the ear uninformed of the designed object ; the slaves 
as they present themselves merely exclaiming, in all manner 
of intonations of voice and in every mood of humor — "Jesus 
Christ I " While the master, be he tallting or laughirg, eating or 
drinking, or in whatever way employed, without any interruption 
and seemingly without any regard to the import of the salutation, 
as abruptly replies, " Siempre I " " Forever ! " The effect last 
night was quite ludicrous, as fifteen or twenty men and women 
came in from labor in the fields — probably weary and hungry and 
impatient of any delay — and thrust their heads rapidly, one after 
another, into the windows and doors of the verandah as we were 
at the toa-table, with the above esolam^tion of two words only ; 
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followed inatixQtIy by the single one from the master, luuck in the 
manner of &feu dejoie. 

No bell, nor similar means of summoning the outdoor ser- 
vants is used ; but the clear, trumpet-iike voice of the master is 
often heard far a,nd wide, sending forth with a distinctness not to 
be mistaken, the names of those needed. While listening to 
these stentorian calls, I have been struck with the euphony and 
romance of many of tli mes pe ally th f th f I — 

Theresa and Rosa, Ju t d J 1 J d Th d 

a list fit for the court 1 d 

Within a few hn d 1 y 1 f th h tb 1 

sharp hills rise to th h 1 1 f 
covered on their aides d wn 1 th 
woods and cliffs. Tl t th th 

length by the broad h 1 I w t 
K comes a foimmg (,a 1 p d i 

shoot down the hill it ( I t. w th w 
thmg of a child At y t h r[ 

fljwing With gieit sw ft IS m 1! 

dant supply for plung g b th t th 

keeping a com miU i by p t d y I M Th 

mill IS a cuiiosity in one respect — it is self tending, so tar, at 
least, as to cease working when the hopper becomes empty. The 
contrivauoe is very simple, and consists of a fixture at the bottom 
lit the hoppei, which, acting through a Spring, shuts off tho water 
fiom the wheel when the wtight of the grain is removed. 

The day attei oni iiuval was one of rain, and wc were 
k=pt foi the most pait tnJoors, This, however, we scarcely 
iLgretted Indeed, we were more than content with confinement 
in the midat of such verdure ind bloom ; and were satisfied for the 
tune, m the iiesbness, ijuielude, and rural repose of this secluded 
spot, with the conipinionsbip, through the windows and from the 
veiandah, of the mules and cattle, the sheep and pigs, geese, ducks 
and chicken'!, tuikeys and guinea-fowl, with wbnh the pasture- 
^1 )unh uid ei flnMii ■-dietLllodj iHid not Ilii nith that of our 
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intelligent host in his hours of leisure, in listening to his aneo- 
dotes and rcmiriLsconces of life in Braail. He has pre-eminently 
the talent of maiicg one forget that he is a stranger in his house 
and a hoavder at his table. You feel yourself rather to be the 
■wcloome guest of friendship uoder the hospitable roof of the 
lord of the manor, on whom you are conferring a personal favor 
by your yisit. Hia sporting stories ai'e very amusing and some- 
what marvellous. There is no end to the rehearsal of the adven- 
tures of twenty years, in hunts after the leopard and ounee, the 
tapir and deer, the peeeary and othor game of the forests. He 
has, too, often been the guide and oompanioa in this region, of the 
most distinguished travellers who have visited Brazil in that 
period. He ascended the loftiest peaks of the Organ Mountains 
with Dr. Gardiner; and gives details of privations and hair- 
breadth escapes in wildernesses before untrached by man, and 
upon cliffs and precipices previously unsealed, not found in the 
published records of the accomplished naturalist. 

Yesterday and to-day the weather has been clear aod fine, and 
delightfully bracing and elastic : the mercury varying from 65° 
to 70° Fahrenheit. The elevation of Constantia above the hay 
of Rio, is about 3000 feet. The highest point of the intervening 
range of mountains is 6000. The site of the houses does not 
command a view of the. Organ ohab : but, from the hili-side on 
the north, it is distinctly seen. We walked a short distance up 
this last evening, just before nightfall, and found the entire range 
maguiftcently clothed in the gorgeoas colorings of the setting Bun.' 
Though at the distance of fifteen miles in an air-line, the sight 
was sublime. The serrated part presents aspects on this side 
altogether new ; and more wild and fantastic, if possible, than 
those on the other. I secured the outline of a sketch, which, 
when seen by yon, may lead you to suppose me sporting with 
your credttlity. 

We have rambled with delight at different times through the 
little valley in the rear of the establishment. It is two miles In 
length ; is prettily watered by a winding stream and diversified by 
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glade and del! — ^pastoral in its herds of cattle and flocks of sheep, 
and Tocal with the murmuring of water and the music of birds. I 
do not include in the melody of these, however, the noisy chatter 
of flocka of parroquets; though the beauty of their gay plumage, 
added to tiie attractiveness of our walks, as, fluttering through 
tte air, it flashed upon the eye in the bright rays of the sun, like 
masses of emeralds and gold. We made the attempt to ascend 
some of thehilisfor more commanding points of view; but found, 
even those which were without wood, and which appeared at a 
distance to be almost as smooth as the turf of a lawn, to be alto- 
gether impracticable, from the thickness and rankness of the 
growth of ferns with which they are covered. On a near ap- 
proach, these were seen to rise far above our heads in impene- 
trable thickete. We undertook to advance a short distance 

among them j but, though Dr. C is of no contemptible height 

— sis feet four inches — and not without proportionate strength 
of muscle, we were very willing, at the end of a few min- 
utes, to ^ve over tlie effort. Progress can he made through them 
only with a sharp bramble-scythe, or a sickle in hand. They 
are so thick-set, and so even in height, that the negroes, Mr. 
Heath tells us, in returning from labor on the hills, often make 
short work of the descent by projecting themselves headforemost 
for long distances, in steep places, over the compact surface of 
their tops. 



Nowmher SOift.— We bade adieu to Oonatantia on the morn- 
ing of the 26th inst. It was not yet sunrise when we took leave 
of our host for the ride of forty miles through the mountains to 
this place. We set off in the following order ; first, a sumpter- 
mule, with our luggage and provender for the day, led by a negro 
on foot ; then a courier, the counterpart in ago, size, and black- 
ness, of our guide from San AUeso, but a perfect dandy in com- 
parison, in his costume — being dressed in a trimly-fitted jacket 
and trowsers of new nankeen, a highly polished castor hat with 
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velvet band and broad rim, beneath wbioh was worn, in Brazilian 
style, a scarlet silk handkerchief, floating loosely down the shoul- 
ders bebittd; leggings of untanned leather, so wide at the top as 
to serve for the reception and safe carriage of all kinds of small 
packages and parcels, but terminating in bare feet well-spurred; the 
Padre, as I am styled, and his mule came next ; while the fleet- 
surgeon, laat in position, but first in height and dignity, brought 
np the rear. I was quite impressed with the appearance of 
respectability in our departure, by the long line thus formed, till, 
at the outer gate, it was suddenly shorn of its "proportions" by the 
loss of our footman, who, tying the halter of the beast he was 
leading, firmly into the long hair of the tail of our little oourier's 
mule, gave us his benediction and returned to the house. 

The morning was beautiful, the air fresh as the breath of 
June, and the light, fleecy clouds floating in the sky, tinted with 
bright hues. Our way for some miles was a grass-edged and 
dewy path through the woods. Prom th^e, unnumbered birds 
poured forth their matin songs as if 



Tl t h m th w dl d enery here ; the 

gr th t j t d w d p d g nd the foliage so 
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th t f tl apple blossom. 
Th 1 w t b 1 h w t 1 ity t How a satisfac- 

tory exammation of them. Amon^ the most graceful of the 
growth, which in some places fringed and overarched our way, 
was the bamboo, shooting up in thick clusters to the height of 
fifty, and even a hundred feet. The tree-ferns, too, were con- 
Hpieuous, their umbrcUa-like tops giving them in the distance the 
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appearance of palm trees in mmiatuie Parasites anJ creepers 
ent mj^lpd the whole woods, whilp the former mounting to the 
tops of thp loftiest brinihes, deicpnilpd liiw agam toward*! 
the ground m giacefuUj sweeping pendants Sunouuded by 
Kueh imageiy and hiea,thing sueh jir, with the golden sun 
flickiiiDg through the tree tops upon our path, or gleaming 
Jjiightly over a gUde on lis side, I felt as buoyant m spirit as 
when a boy I roipd oser the pine covered hills of Otsego 

\.t one plice the road raeiely sltiited the woods and torn 
manded a broad expanse of cleared land in a valley. A stiiLmg 
feature here, waa the number of stately old trees which still stud- 
ded the laadsoape. They were leafless and lifeless, however, and 
so blanched from top to bottom as to seem whitewashed, Masses 
of gray moss hanging in long pendants from the skeleton limhs, 
gave to them, in contrast with the vigor of life by which they 
were surrounded, a melancholy and funereal aspect. Just as we 
were emerging from a thick wood on a side hill which overlooked 
the trees below, my friend said to me, " All that is needed to 
make our ride perfect in its kind, is ff sight of some of the wild 
animals of the country." I replied, " Yes, any thing but a tiger 
or a leopard." I had scarcely finished the sentence, when a suc- 
cession of fierce and angry shrieks and screams burst forth be- 
neath us; and looking in the direction, we saw a whole tree-top 
filled with black, Inng-tailed monkeys — they were in terrible com- 
motion — a regular family quarrel. Every branch of the tree 
swayed to and fro, as they leaped about and swung themselves by 
their tails from the end of one limb to that of another. The 
tread of our mules or the sound of our voices, however, sud- 
denly put aa end to their si]^uabble, and in an instant, the whole 
troop in aifright disappeared in the thick wood. 

At the end of a few miles we came to the turnpike hy which 
we had mounted the Sierra, and followed it northward a short 
It was crowded with troupes of mules, just setting off 
the ranehos at which thoy had passed the night. The mule- 

! at one puiut, wece engaged in replacing the biirdens on 
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their animals. Their occupation ia far from heing a Binecore. 
Besides making the journey of hundreds of leagues on foot, they 
have daily, and sometimes repeatedly each day, to load aud unload 
their beasts, and to readjust the many straps hy which the freight 
they transport is kept well-balanced, and secure from damage. 
The ordinary load of a mule is from sis to eight ^'arohas" of 
thirty-two pomids each, aud the usual distance travelled in a day, 
from twelve to sixteen miles. 

The middle section of the journey was marked by a suooes- 
siou of pyramidal hills of hare granite, a thousand and more feet in 
height, rising from the bosoms of the valleys which encircle their 
bases like so many gigantic sugar-loavee. They appeared to ho 
utterly inaccessible, and presented cliffs on some of their sides 
hundreds of feet in almost perpendicular descent. About noon, 
surrounded by parroquets in flocks and other birds of gay plumage, 
we gained the highest point of land on the route. It command- 
ed sublime views of the mountains, both before and behind as ; 
and, among other objects, one of special interest to us personally 
in the cabin of a free negro a short distance ahead, to which we 
had been directed as a good place to refresh our animals aud to 
take our luncheon. We had accomplished fifteen miles of the 
journey. The nest fifteen were less interesting in every respect ; 
the general surface of the country was bare, and tlie mountaias 
sterile and naked. The glare of the sun was oppressive, and by 
the time we had finished that additional distance, we began to be 
fagged and weary. And this, you will ask, while still surrounded 
by much that was strikingly novel and magnificent? I will refer 
you for our vindication in the case, to any one who has been ten 
hours in succession on muleback, riding up hill aud down dale, 
over a scarcely praeticable mountain road. A mule is a very 
nice animal for the ride of an hour over smooth ground, and one 
that is full-blooded and wellbroken, very passable perhaps for the 
ride of a day ; but to be mounted from sunrise to sunset on 
such beasts as we had, and to travel for a whole day over such 
a road, arc enough to make any one who has suffered the experi- 
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ence groan afresh at the remeinbra,aoe of it. I was not aware 
before that there was such entire antagonism in the peculiar, short, 
broken, aud half-fiiiiBhed motions of the brute; causing one to 
feel at the end of a day's journey very much as it might be sup- 
posed he would, if subjected iu rapid succession for the same 
length of time, to a constant simultaneous jerk of the shoulders, 
twist of the hips, rap on the anldts, and thump in the back ; 
while the head has been kept incessantly bobbing up and down in 
iuToluntary motion, like that of a Chinese image when once set 
going. I know nothing like it in travel for weariness, at least 
to the unpractised rider. 

Late in the afternoon, we came upon the other great highway 
from the metropolis to the mines in the far interior, and following 
it, found the last ten miles, tkrough the valley and beside the rip- 
pling waters of tlie Rio Piabanha, to be beautiful, not only in 
natural scenery, but from cnltivatlon and long settlement. I 
mwat confess, however, that it reciuired an after ride over it fully 
to persuade us of this. At the time, we were too much done 
over for high admiration of any thing ; and were oliiefly occupied 
in straining our vision for some indications of being near our place 
of rest. At length, the Uttle guide, a short distance in advance 
of us, reining in his mule at the top of an ascent in a gorgo of 
the hills, exclaimed to ns in Portuguese—" Come sec Petropolis ! " 
We doubted whether it might not be still miles distant; but 
pushing on, were well pleased to eatoh sight of the town, pictured 
in beauty before us, not a quarter of a mile off, at the bottom 
of the hilL We were glad to see our little courier ride to the 
door of the first house at the entrance of the placo, as the hotel 
which Mr. Heath had recommended to us as the beat : had it 
been the worst, scarcely any inducement could have led us a hun- 
dred yards further in search of any other. We were barely able 
to dismount. 

I never saw a phice of which the common phrase "nestled 
among hills," is so descriptive as Petropolb— in fact, it is doubly 
"nestled." Hirst, by a half-dozen beautiful hills which rise 
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abrnptly it mud it to the Leiglit tf two or three hundiecl f et, 
and then igun bj mountains which tower to an elevation of -^i 
many thousands The central piit of the town lies in a little 
triangular basin, a halt miie lu extent each way Fiora this, 
glena filled with cottages aad pleasant lesidenees, diverge in lari 
oas directions Each hin a mouiita n utieam lunnmg through it, 
two of the principal uf which flowing fro n oppoa te dirc;,tiOQS, 
meet m the centre ot the plii-o llie suirounding country is 
tho piiTate propeitj of the Emperor, hj the purohaae of his 
father Pedro I. It was the design of this sovereign to colonize it 
at the time with Germans, hut his abdication prevented the accom- 
plishment of this. His SOD carried it out, by offeriug, ten years 
ago, such inducements to immigrants in gratuities of land, that 
the colony now numbers six thousand inhabitants, chiefly Ger- 
mans. The Emperor early built a cottage for himself in the 
centre of the village, with the view of mating an occasional visit 
to the placa The appearance of the yellow fever in Rio as an 
epidemic, has since led to the construction of a palace on the 
same site, which is to be a regular summer residence of the Im- 
perial family; and Petropolis, from the sickliness of the city and 
the example of the Kraperor, has become the favorite resort, as a 
watering-place, of the rich and fashionable. 

Though it is not yet the " season," there are many visitors here 
at present, among whom we were happy to meet our friend Liewt. 
E of the Congress, and a party of his English friends, resi- 
dents of Sio. The whole place has the air of an enterprising, 
thrifty, and prosperaus new settlement at home, attributable to 
the fact that instead of enervated and indolent Portuguese and 
Brazilians, the inhabitants are industrious, managing, and hard- 
working Germans. The walks and di-ives in the vicinity, for miles 
in every direction, are varied and beautiful. It is only a mile 
and a half from the " Alto do Sierra," the point at which the 
great highway from Kio to the mining districts gains the height 
of the chain ; the view from which is thought by many to 
outiival that of " Boa Vista " in the Organ Mountains : we hiive 
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enjoyed it ander great adTantagcB of light and aliade, and think 
if there ia a difference, it is that the latter haa more wildneas and 
sublimity of foreground, and the former more softness and beauty 
in the general panorama. The road by which the passage of the 
mountain is here made, is, in ita grading and construction, an 
exceedingly fine work, equal to most of those found in the simi- 
lar passes of Europe. The first railroad projected in Brazil Is 
now in construction, from the bay of Rio to the foot of the 
mountaina. Its Sine, clearly traceable from the " Alto," is a new 
and most hopeful feature in a landscape of this Empire. Among 
tie most interestmg of our fellow-guests at the hotel here, are 
the Chief Engineer, an Englishman— Mr. Bragge— and his fam- 
ily, and his assistant, Col. Grolfredo, a Neapolitan exile. 

The German population is about equally divided as to 
religions creeds; about three tiiousand being Protestants and 

three thousand Komanista. On the Sabbath Dr. C and I 

attended worship in the Protestant- chapel. Places for Protestant 
worship are prohibited the external architecture of a church build- 
ing; and but for the assemblage of people at the door, we should not 
have been able to distinguish the chapel from the row of houses 
under one roof, among which it stands. The interior is simple 
and rude, and sufftcient only to accommodate three or four hundred 
worshippers Ab t th t mb w p t Th y are just 
now without p t 1 th h Im t f th tow officiated. 

The order of th 1 ! g th d i rraon, was 

that of the L th Ohur h Th h pp med serious 
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ij IZih, 1853.— I am again in Bnenoa Ajres, and find 
it for the fourth time within the two years past, in an entirely new 
aspect. The contrast between its present condition and that in 
which I first saw it, is peouliarly sti-iking. Then, all that met 
the eye gave evidence of peace, quietude, public order, safety, 
and seeming prosperity. There was tie bustle of active busine^ 
every where — at the crowded lauding in boats and lighters plying 
rapidly between the shipping and the ehoi-e, and in the thronged 
thorouglifares in the trucks of the warehouses, aad the ponderous 
carts with their long lines of oxen from the interior. Pleasure, 
too, was heard and seen on every aide, in the gay chat of the pro- 
menaders oa the sidewalis, the dashing by of equipages through 
the streets, and in the laugh and gallop of riders, both male and 
female, coursing along the shore. Now, in plaee of peace, there 
is war; in place of quietude and order, anarchy and confusion; in 
plaee of safety, danger ; and of seeming prosperity, apprehended 
ruin I All business, foreign and domestic, is suspended ; the mole 
is lilic a place of the dead, the shops and Tiouses are all closed, 
the street deserted ; every native male inhabitant, between the 
years of sixteen and sixty, under arms and on daily duty, and the 
city begirt, within a dozen squares of its centre, by hostile troops 
composed of its own people. By these, all intercourse between 
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the city and the country is preveatecl, and all supplies of provi- 
sion cut off; whUe they daily direct the murderous fire of their 
muskets and caiinon down the streets occupied by their neighhors, 
relatives, and friends. And what, it will be asked, is the eauae 
of this state of things, and what the origin of the civil war? 
Even the best informed on the subject here, whose feelings and 
judgment hare not been perverted by partisanship, reply by say- 
ing, " Who can telt ? " One thing is clear, the cause is not a 
spirit of patriotism eKoited by oppression, or the origin a sense of 
right ander the pressure of wrong ; nor are either traceable 
to the conflicting policy of contending parties in regard to the pub- 
lic good : patriotism, right, and public good, are but empty words 
here. The highest principle seems to be that of personal ambition, 
in a few military aspirants, sustained by ignorant and merce- 
nary followers ; and the ruling motive the attainment of power — 
power over "the receipt of customs," and power over the "Paper 
Bank," with the opportunity of robbing the public, under the 
name of office and the forut of law. This may be thought a harsh 
and summary judgment in the ease, but it is sustained by facts. 

The history of public affairs at Buenos Ayres for the last 
six months may be briefly told. After Urquiza had found it 
necessary to dissolve the House of fiepresentatiyes in the man- 
ner described during my last visit, and to assume the supreme 
authority, he gave full evidence of the enlightened and public- 
spirited policy of the government he purposed to exercise. His 
first measure was the establisbraent of the public schools which 
Kosas had suppressed ; and the introduction into them of the 
Bible as the text-book of moi-als and religion. Another project 
was the building of a breakwater and mole, for the protection of 
ships an J the benefit of the commerce of the port; and a third 
the construction of a railroad into the interior. This policy, in 
acts and purposes, begat confidence in him among capitalists and 
the friends of progress ; and high hopes were entertained of future 
prosperity to the city and state. In September, however, he was 
called fi'om Buenos Ajrea to the Congress appointed by the dif- 
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erent States, to convene at the city of Santa M on the Parana, 
for the fonnation of a general constitution and the consolidation 
of the Eopublica into one government. He left a small body 
only of his own troops at Buenos Ayrea, and embarked on his 
mission. But the smoke of the steamer which carried him to his 
destination had scaroely faded on the horizon bifore a revolution 
■was effected by his enemies, and a new government oiganized 
The first measure adopted by it, was a lesolution to invide 
Entre-Rios, the State of Urquiza. For this a force wa= de^ 
spatohed both by water and by land : that by watci wis 
summarily defeated and dispersed by the Entre Bians and that 
marehmg by land, mformed of the disaster, halted on the fron 
tiers. Money was of course necessary for the sub'ii'tonee of the 
troops on this expedition ; and the new minister ot war obtained 
the issue of a large amount of paper moniy b\ the bank foi this 
purpose. He forwarded it to the disbursing oiBcer however, with 
instraclaons to keep it in safety till he oould arnve himself to 
attend the distribution of it among the soldiers. He left the 
capita! professedly on this errand, proceeded to the camp, ob- 
tained possession of the money, crossed the frontier, exchanged 
the paper for gold, and emigrated beyond the jurisdiction 
of the government of whieh he was a member ! The soldiers, 
disappointed in their pay, were conducted by their leaders to 
Buenos Ayrea, to obtain redress by a new issue from the bank ■ 
but before they reached their destination a second revolution 
took place. The government which had enlisted and pro- 
mised to pay thera had been overturned ; and that now in power 
refused tlieir demands. In consequence of this the troops in- 
vested the city ; and hence the civil war— the parties being tlie 
' insiders ' and the ' outsiders.' Those without are not in sufficient 
force to take tho city by assault; and those within have no 
power by whieh to drive the besiegers from the suburbs. It is 
said that Urquiza has furnished material aid to the outsiders, 
and on the adjournment of the Congress of Santa Fe will join 
them in person with his Eutre-Biau ti-oops. 
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One cin seireely give credit to the itrocit es committed in 
the gu rillas whi h ilmoaf laily take pUee — atioc ties whieh 
would distil e a hoide ot gavagLS What think >ou of fhi, exu 
cut on of pnaoneri hy stretching them on the groimd making 
their wrist'i and inl lea fast with thongs of raw hide to four 
hji cs faced in f ui diftcrent duect ns aad then hy stirtmg 
these on the galbj at a single spring to tear them into quar 
teiB 1 Yet this h^a been done within a few d^ys m publio and 
m the presence of an offieei from wiifm an eyewitness Mr 
Loie receiv d the account A few mormngs &mce the LOach 

man of Mrs Z eommg into the town fiom a qumta or 

country house near the 1 nes which the family had hoen 
obligel suddtuly to abanl i peicemng two hoisemen if the 
outside party iidmg fttnoualy down the ht eet fowarls him 
stepped on one -side to let ttem [ ni and in doing so he ih^r\ cd 
something attached to a rope dra^ n^ behind them A second 
look as they flew by, showed it to be the body of a man, in the 
uniform of the national guard, who had been either -just lassoed 
or shot by them. At a abort distance these fellows met three or 
four of their comrades ; and drawing up to speak to one another, 
the whole party amused themselves by beating the head of the 
dead victim with the butts of their carbines 1 

To an hour or two almost every mo nmg an 1 eve y even ng 
sha p shoot g s hear 1 n var o s d rect ons aroun I the c ty \. 
party of twe ty or th rty out iders will at such t mes dash ip 
to the b^rr ades at the en Is of tl o stieets o a ja ty of the 
same number of nside s w 11 ru h out bey nd them — witho it 
any object n e ther c ae b t that of 1 av ng a shot at each otl er 
— iiid Haze way 1 11 t ed of the sjort lo t ately foi the 
moat pirt v tho it n ch bloodsl ed or a loss of bfe Oo asiou 
ally one or two n e ther b de fall or an nnocent spectator or 
jasaer by reoe ve a fatal shot TJ e people along tho I nea have 
now 1 ecome ao scd to th s as not to egird tl ese ak m shes 

L st evening Commod e McKeever Dr C .audi went to 

th 1 nta iM K 1 tk tea Tl nthemiUt f 
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the battle-ground I)etweeii the lines. As we arriTOd, a sharp skir- 
mish bad just ended, during which musliet-balla had struck tko 
houae, and one, the drawing-room, window, near which Jlr. and 

Mrs, K were sitting, A. few evenings ago we were at the 

parade-ground, at the north end of the city, witnessing the even- 
ing drUl. A skirmish was at the time taking place about half a 
mile distant, along the flat towards Palermo; and it was notable 
to see the perfect coolness with which one and another — some 
singly and others two and three in company — would catch up 
their muskets and walk or lope towards the scene of the guerilla, 
laughing and chatting as they arranged their arms for iiring, as 
if it were a shootiag-match for goose or turkey they were about 
to try a hand at, in place of the life of a fellow-being. The 
whole contest is boyish in its mode of operation, as well as mur- 
derous in its motive and end. I am told by those wlio have wit- 
nessed it at the lines, that the manner in which the parties chal- 
lenge each other to these skirmishes — their taunts and ribaldry, 
shoutings and insults, are both amusing and ridiculous. Every 
two or three days a sortie is made by a body of three or four 
hundred from the inside, ob a forage for grass. These generally 
lead to the loss of lives on both sides. A few mornings ago, on 
such an occasion, an of&cer from the inside performed quite a 
feat of valor aud presenoe of mind. He suddenly found himself 
cut off from the party he was commanding by a mounted band, 
who had awaited him in ambush. The first intimation he had of 
danger was iu finding a lasso arounl his neek He f iced him 
self expertly from this with his knife just in time to receive ooe 
of the attacking party, coming at full chaige upon bim with a 
lance: this he not only parried but wresting it from the^^iaip 
of its owner, unhorsed and pieruid bim through with it By this 
time another lancer was upon him but only to le run thiough 
with the saHie weapon. He then dri.w a rpvoher, with whioh he 
bi'ought a third to the ground , and by wounding i fourth in 
another shot, effected a return to his own party 

March 12th. — The chief interest in public affairs still centres 
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in the dvil war. The preaenee of Commodore McKecTsr con- 
tinuea to be important and essential for the interest and safety 
of American residents and their property. His flag ia borne by 
the " Jamestown," on board which a detachment of marines from 
the Congress, under Lieut. Holmes, is quartered, in addition to 
the guard belonging to that vesseh The quarters of the Oomuio- 
doro and his suite are on shore. 

No important change in the attitude of the eonflioting parties 
has occurred ; though the arrival of a deputation appointed by 
the general Congress of the Provinces at Santa E^, with propo- 
sals of mediation on the part of Urquiza, has given rise to some 
hope of an amicable adjustment of the difficulties. A corres- 
ponding deputation has been appointed by the government of the 
city; an armistice proclaimed; and a conference on neutral 
ground is now being held, 

Aprii 30A.— All overtures for reconciliation between the 
belligerent parties have failed, and guerillas are again taking 
pla«e, with the usual loss of blood and life to both parties. A 
rigid blockade has been added to the investment of the city by 
land ; and the consequence is a limited supply of provisions 
among the rich, and suffering and starvation among the poor. 
The skii-mishes of the last two or three mornings have been very 
heavy ; but such creatures of habit are wo, that with cannon 
- roarin" all around us, and constant volleys of musketry at the 
distance of a mile or two only, bringing death with each discharge 
to some fellow-mortal, we now hear the sounds for hours without 
scarcely a thought of the fatal resits. This morning as we sat 
down to breakfast at Mr. H 's, two or three gentlemen de- 
scended from the flat roof of the house, where they Iiad been 
watching with a glass the progress of a guerilla. They reported 
that they had just seen many on both sides fall from, their horses, 
as the parties fired upon each other ; but no one present seemed 
to feel that it was a matter of more moment than the issue of 
any common sporting-match. The besiegers have no mortars or 
bqjubt. ; but frequently send cannon balls far into the city. Two 
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morninga ago, OBe of these took off the head of a poor woman 
a short distance only from the neighborhood in which we were, 
Just as she had risen from her betl and was combing her hair. It 
is thus that they scatter firebrands, arrowR, and death, and say, 
are we not in sport ? My views of the reign of Eosas are mueh 
modified hj passing events, and the knowledge they give of the 
people. In the various revolutions and counter-revolutions of 
yeai's which preceded his accession to power, thirty thousand of 
them perished frmn bloodshed and violence at the hands of each 
other ; and more lives have been sacrificed here, in the same man- 
nerj within the last three months, than during the whole of his 
despotic rule. His policy was to put summarily to death, those 
whom he regarded as factionists and dangerous citizens, and thus, 
by inspiring terror, to secure peace, order, and safety to the mass. 
IIow far was he in error ? 

Commodore McKcever, after the detention here of four months 
by the exigency of public affairs, during which he has rendered 
moat important public service, is obliged by duty elsewhere, to leave 
the further protection of our countrymen and their interests to 
the commander of the " Jamestown ,- " and will bid adieu to- 
morrow to Buenos Ayrcs for the last time. We must therefore 
let the curtain drop on the tragedy in. performance bore ; and be 
content to learn its uncertain, issues in our own distant and 
blessed land. The last mail-packet brought to us the welcome 
intelligence that the Congress would return to the United States 
without waiting the arrival of ' a relief ;' and on taking our anchors 
at Montevideo in a few days we shall be hojibwakd bounb 1 
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Tuis volume has already been enlargod beyond the intended 
number of pages. In eloaing it, I would very briefly state tbat the 
esperiment in naval discipline, with which tlie cruise of the Con- 
gress was commenced, previously to the abolition of the lash by 
law, was carried out with marked and satisfactory success. 
This 18 mainly to be attributed to the unwearied efforts, and 
the indefatigable devotion to duty, of the officers most in- 
terested — equally fi'om motives of philanthropy towards the 
sailor, and a jealous regard for tbe honor of the navy — in the 
result. This is especially true, in regard to Mr. Turaer the first 
lieutenant. During the last eighteen months of the cruise, good 
order, activity in duty, ciuickness and skill in the military exercises 
and naval evolutions of a man-of-war, and a general spirit of 
contentment were characteristic of the crew, in an extraordinary 
degree. The frigate entered the port of New York undor the 
happiest auspices ; and the conduct of the men at the time the 
manner in which they left her, and their deportment after- 
wards, were such as to challenge the admiration of those most 
familiar with such scenes. Intelligence which from time to time 
has since reached me, in regard to individuals of their number, 
has been most gratifying; while there has not been wanting 
proof, in the cases of some, of the highest results of the preaching 
of the Gospel, in a life of professed and consistent piety. 

In regard to the countries to which so much of the 
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record refers, little of material importanee lias occurred since it 
was closecl. Thirteen of tlie States of the Plata, horclering on 
the rivers Parana and Paragnay aud their trlbiitarieB, have be- 
coine consolidated under a constitntional government, to the 
Presidency of which General Urc(niaa is elevated. Buenos 
Ayrea has pertinaciously refused to' enter into tliis union ; and 
left to pursue her own course, has fallen into a state of anarchy, 
to which there appears at present to be little prospect of a speedy 
termination. The same is the case with the Republic of Uraguay. 

The condition and prospects of the Empire of Urazil are in 
wide contrast with these republics of the South. Political quietude 
and order pervade her widespread dominions, and a striking 
proof is presented by the stability of her government and her 
conseijuent prosperity, of the advantage she possesses in a ■well- 
balanced constitutional monarchy. Till the half- civilized people 
of South America become more enlightened, intellectually and 
morally, and better instructed in the true principles and right 
exercise of republicanism, a fixed and hereditary Executive in 
government is the only safeguard against the evils to which the 
struggles, among ambitious and unscrupulous military aspirants, 
constantly give rise. 

The few years past have witnessed extraordinary progress in 
the material wealth, prosperity, and power of this Empire; a 
progress attributable to the stability of hor govei-nment ; to the 
necessities of commerce; and to the advancing and controlling 
civilization of the times. The greatly increased demand for her 
principal staple, coffee, as well as for many of her other im- 
portant products — India-rubber, sugar, cotton, tobacco, dye-woods, 
and minerals — has led to a wise, liberal, and widespread system 
of internal improvements and inland and.ocean steam navigation, 
for the development of the varied and vast physical resources 
of the empire. Don Pedro II. has imbibed and obeyed the spirit 
of the times as fuUy, during the few years of his actual reign, and 
advanced the material and social prosperity of his country as 
safely and rapidly, as any ruler living. 
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The importance to the United States of the trade of Braail 
will hiu-dly be credited by those not particularly informed on the- 
Bubjeot. We derive from that empire a Urge number of articles 
of commerce iudispensable to na ; and send to it many of the 
most staple and valuable products of our agriculture and manu- 
factures. We receive from Braail our largest supply of coffee, 
India-rubber, hides, cocoa for chocolate, sarsapariUa, and other 
articles ; and in exchange supply her with nearly all lier bread- 
stuffs — with beef, port, lard, and butter ; with coi'n, cotton 
fabrics, the implements of agriculture and the arts, with machinery, 
and the manufactures of iron and wood. This trade amounts to 
nearly nineteen millions of dollars annually ; the balance against 
the United States being six millions paid in cash. It is believed 
by those best informed on the subject, that the establishment 
of a regular line of mail steamera to Brazil, with a suitable 
subsidy from the government for postal service, would be the 
means of doubling the amount of trade in the course of five years ; 
and by the increased demand for our productions arising from 
the facility of communication and correspondence, would equalize 
the exchange, if not turn the balance in ora favor. It is a 
reproach to ns, that for the want of direct communication by 
steam, our correspondence, both commercial and diplomatic, with 
Eastern South America, is carried by English mail steamers, 
by the way of England, a distance of near eight thousand miles. 
Prom the same cause the disbursements of our government to 
its public agents there, are made only at a heavy percentage. 
To place the salary of nine thousand dollars in the hands of a 
chargfi d'affaires at Rio, costs the government at home usually 
one thousand dollars, and the naval disbursements on that station 
are made at a corresponding loss. 

Aware of the vast public and commercial interests to us 
as a nation of this matter, it is with great satisfaction I have 
learued that an association of capitalists of the city of New 
York, bearing the name of the " North and South American 
Steamship Company," has brought the subject before Gongcess 
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428 BRAZIL AND LA PLATA. 

in a memoj-ial for aid in coasidetition of m^il service, in the 
establishment of a line of steimers between New lork and Para. 
It IS jiopo^ed to mteraeet the seyeial Buiopean linLS running to 
Brazil at the Ishnd oi St Thomia, and tu form a junction at 
Pmi with the Biazilian mail and p^BSage steamers which now 
1 egularly ooa-tt the empiio a distance rf f)ur th una ind miles from 
the month of theAmizjn to the Eio La PUta Dr Rainey, 
cne of the gentlemen enj,aged m thn enteipn^e his by personal 
rtseaich informi,d himself fully of the prat tie ability, under the 
suitable pationago ot the goveicment of making this initiatory 
line of steam eomm inn-ation with Brazil and with the Plata, 
through the inteiycntion of the Imperial line? of mcalculahle 
value to the oommeice and general intireat of the United 
States The committee to whom the memoiial was refeired, 
hase reported unanimously m favor of planting the subsidy 
solicited and there is reason to hope that bj the early action ot 
Congiesa on the repcrt an abiding channel of triendsbp, com 
meree and reciprocal good will be opcnfl ditectly between the 
United States and Brazil a>d La Pi \ta. 
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G. P. PU'fflAM & CO.'S PUBLICATIONS. 



THE WORKS OF JOSEPH ADDISON: Including the whole 
Contents of Bishop Hurd's Edition; with Letters and other 
Pieces not found in any preyious collection; and Macaulay's 
Essay on his Life and Worka. Edited, with Critical and Ex- 
planatory Notes, hy George Washington Greene, 

"NO' 



Ue ttim f be taste obscone rBclalms our ycrat 
And seB thp nBSiduns on Ihe side of truth ; 
Forms tlie soft busom with the gentlest nrt, 
And pours eieh human i\ttae atoogh the li 



Complete in 6 vola. 12mo., elotli, price $7 60 
halfcalfestra, priceJlS 60 calfextra, " 17 60 

lalf calf antiq. " X3 50 calfantiq. " 18 60 



Vol, I.— MAOAirLAY's Essay on Addison. Bp Httbd's Notices, Pre- 
faces, &o. TranBlations. Poems. Dramas. 

Vol. II.— Dialogues on Medals (illustrated). Discourse on Ancient 
and Modern Learning. Letters, Political Writings. 

Vol. in.— The rKEKHOLDEH, a Series of Essays. The Plbbbiajj, by 
Stkklb, with til© OLn "Whig- (in reply) hy Addison. 

Vol. IV.— The Tatlke, 04 Essays. The Gdaediah, 53 Essays. The 

LOVBR. 

Vol. v.— The SpBOTATOii, 128 Essays. 
Vol. VI. — The Spbotatog, (continued,) 145 Essays. 



'^* These Tolnmes contain the tosst oomfletb O' 
Mi either side of the Atlautic, of the works of this great model of English 
prose writing. That Addison's works are eminently worthy of an early 
place in every weil-selected library, public and private, and esp«ciaUy in 
thoee established for tlie benefit of students in English literature, thu follow- 
ing brief extracia from competent authorities will be considered as sofSoient 
proof. The Botes in this edition add greatly to its value. 

" Whoever vlshsa to attain sn Engllah stvle. Gimlllar hnt not coarse, and elegant bnt not oi- 
tentaUoiif, mnetglve his days andnfKhts totio volumes of Addteoii."—i>j-. Jo'insoa. 

" Sever had tlie En^ltah language been nrilten ivithsucb awcetneaa, pace, and fiiclltty. But 
tbla was Ihe smallest part of AddlBon'B praise. * « * As a moraf eatirist he tlanils un- 
rivalled."— 71 R Miiaiutay. 

"The entire ivofks of Addison are now for the Orst Ume published in an Amorioau eaition." 
H/. T. evening Post. 

■"niefi>rDi, aiie, print, and arnmgemenl of the work are admirable.''— Bision JVanecntot 

"The best, beoiuno the purest of Hie Englisb classioa. Wliat a literary treasure do fiiew 
Mumea ciffer to the young insn of our OraeiV'—A'mericmi OaKHer, PMla. 

' No library Is eouiplete wllliout thia work, and no literal? man wiU besltate to give this s 
prelijreacc over (il othoi odilfona yet publisbed "—/^isfiiu'lf Posf. 
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2 G. P. Putnam & (]o?» P-ublkations. 

GOLDSMTTH'S WORKS, BY PEIOE. 

THE WORKS OF OLIVER GOLDSMITH : comprising a va- 
riety of Pieces now first colloctcd. With Copious Notes. By 
James Pkior. 4 vols. 12ino., wnifovm witli Addison and Ir- 
ving ; with steel vignettes. Cloth, |5 ; half calf, $8 ; half calf 
extra, |9; half morocco, $9; calf extra, |10 j calf antiq[iie, $11. 



Vol. I. — frontispiece, {Lissoy.') The Bee, a Series of Essays. Ea- 
siYS. An Enqniry into tlio Present State of Polite 
Learning. Prefaces and Introduotioos. 
Vol. n. — Frontispiece, (^Jdgev^orthstovn.) Letters from a Oitizen of 
the World to his EViend in the East. A Faiiiiliar Intro- 
duction to the Study of Natural History, 

Vol. III. — Frontispiece, (Ardagli.) The Vioab op 'Waekfield, 
Biographies — of Voltaire, Beau Nash, Fai'nell, Lord 
Bolinghroko. Miscellaneous Oriticism. 

Vol. IV.— Frontispiece, (The ScheU.') Poems. Mlscellaneona Pieces, 
Dramas. Criticism relating to Poetry and Belles- 
Letti-es. 

*„* Goldsmith is a universal favorite. The old and the young — the 
learned and the mere seeker of amusement — are alike fascinated by his 
varied and always chai'ming pages. The purity both of his sentiments and 
his style, renders his works admirably adapted to the family library and to 
the rising generation. 



DlaV'—Qiuinertg Seeiea). 

bat^at&oar—J&miEit!B. 

"ThlB le tbe only eomplete eaiUon, coatoIniiiK adaitiona made to prevloua enlleotions, of 
Mtberto DndlacoTered prodncliDns of Goldsmitli. Wbich psrtiaps it ngold be snfo to ssy cnpsUtuta 

just olslm lo pltice, S3 embodjlns tbe foil peribcmuicea of Ooldsmitb,sad ta the Adt eipoasntof 
Us genlua.^' — Lo'Adon QaarUrly Eetrifto. 

^'A mfln of SQDb v&rtety of powers and eacb Ibllolty ofperformanoe, that he alvAjsa^emedto 

Aod Deneul wlUioDt confneton; whofe lui^sge wm copiuae wltboot exub^miti^c, e^act wIEbout 
ooustTBlnl, and eiey withont weakneee."— Jr. Jn/msim. 

"Tha pleeee now eoUeeted for the flntt time are nnmerous, • • v and both tbe old and 
■ mpaiiled wllh brief nolsfl, clearing np the Incol End temporary alludofla In 
'^:oh the lapce of Bnolhei ^neradon vouM hs!e rendered It Impoathl.! 
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WASHIMGION mVIMG'S WOKKS. 

THE WORKS OE WASHIN&TON IRVING. Author's Ec 
vised Edition, handsomely printed in 15 vols. 12mo., comprising 
tlie followiDg works, viz. : 

OeAYOS MiaOBLLANT, , 1 TOl, 

Gait. Bobsevillb, , . 1 " 

OLrTKK Goldsmith, . 1 " 

Mahoust ahd ma Svooessobs, 2 " 

OoNQDEST or Geehada, . 1 " 

Alhambea, . . . 1 " 

*:s* Seta of the above may be had in ihefollomng Mndings, vis. : 
oloth, $19 00 sbeep, $20 00 half calf, $80 00 

■ "" -■ half calf antiq. 88 00 calfestra, 37 BO 

mor. est. gt. «!. 48 00 



The Second Series of lEvrac's Works will comprise the following, 
printed uniformly with the afaove, but numbered and bound 
separately, viz. : 
THE LIFE OP "WASniNGTON. {In the Spring.) 
WOLFERT'S ROOST. {Mow ready.) 12mo., cloth, $1 35. 
JTew Tolumes. {Frepairing). 



THE LIFE OF WASniSKJTON, with portraits and plan , , 

only by subscription. Vols. 1 and a now ready, price $3 per vol. 
This work may be had of the agents, or (by subscription) thfougi 
any boohsell^. 



.n Etaltifl'B BiSrilltrflB. 
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6 Co.'* Publicaiioris. 



I lEYiHo'a woiiKs — continued. 
livo to enjoy the happj pro-emliieiiiis -whloh be bo gmce/nllj paorcB."— A'fjc TorS 

ong IJie pKaohl readera of light HtaatBro— ttioae ' onmtTotons aWBllowers,' who holt 
varm and reeking ftom the preo— bBTe enjoyed the privilege of reading i new work 
of Wnsliington Irvinff. For. to tell the troth, sinoo that worthy gentleman has istl 

M saUte, the finisbed style of thai dlBlingiilshed nuthor, we bars pmrlonoy, ear- 
Uppanoy. and commonplace, Readors, forty thousand to a boolt, bsve been found 

and fanoy are alike unkoown ; tbey are dead, burled, and not Ifbely to rise agrin, 
of a Uterafure la Infallibly tested by the remhiiaceaees it provobea. An author who 
little world of hia own. with sm^ beluga aa man can attach himself lo, Uycb m the 



and ws warm and genial rays flrat lighted up tbe pages of our national Htetatura, and illqstratod 
the answer to tUe sneering Inquiry, 'Wbo reads an American book T ' He, chief of all, Las au 
English and CpnUnmlal lame, while, to his own oonntrymen^ Lis name is as a hooaeliold word. 

■■ Mr. Irving publishes this work at the ripe age of TS. His lifersry llfo liae occupied mora 
than half ft ceotnty. It will make lie old young again to read this volnma, carTying tbem back, 
aaitdoes,to the eaiiy promise of the gifted writer, and leading them alongover the many years 
daring which they have been h(«ui led by hIa genius, insliuetod hy his wisdom, and cJiBi-nied by 
his sonny apirll and his hearty geniality." * * • ~Iioeli,ealer AnterSaatt. 

" The g.iWen prose of Irving has long slnoc sunk into the heart of every reader of the English 
longuoge. Ho is one of the rare few snUcJpating the lerdict of posterity, and wearing, wbllo 
living, the lanrels of a olaasic. And no wonfler, 6a hIa pure, genial senlimenl, his clear thonghl, 
Ida musical sentences, his grnphio woiiis, fonn a combination of quslllles that the whole range of 
English lilerature has never eicelled. His style Is tranaparent as a brook, showing the Ideas as 
dearly as the crysial element does its pebhles."— J»on^ Sulckerboclie!: 

-Do we really appreciato his works! The many pagw Uiat he has written, each binding 
man more nearly to his febow; the many afcetqhes tbat have esused Nature to become donbly 
endeared to na ; that have made the Alhambra live ag^n in all Ita early glory ; that have re- 
vealed to na the workings of Cdumbos' yearning mind ; that have oast an ctonal apringover 
the whole region of the Hudson; that have dealroyed more prejudices Ihan PoliUoal Kefhtmers 
have revived, nnd have purified the every-day existence of this doUaroits ^e, we cannot wili- 
higly pass nurcoognlae-l."— -jVeio Orleans Delia. 

"The library which does not contain these ivrllinga is Indeed aoac!ent"--(jM». Chroaiele. 

" Great Britain, Franco, Northern and Sonthern Europe, arc alike famiUar wltb hia deHght- 
fiil and most healthful wriUngs, and doubtless his ovra gond standing abroad has dune more than 
any other ehigle cause to introduoe tho names and works of others of our countrymen. There Is 
acbarmabontiilewriUngalowblclioldandyoung, the educated tnd tho simple, bear cheetfol 
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WASHiKaTON' rETiNo'a WORKS — continued. 

KNIGKBEBOOKBR'S HISTORY OE HEW YOEK, from tie 
Creation of the World to the End of the Dutch Dynasty ; con- 
tainicg, among many Surprisbg and Curious Matters, the Un- 
utterahle Ponderings of Walter the Doubter, the Disastrous 
Projects of William tlie Testy, and the Cliiyalric Achievements 
of Peter the Headstrong, the Three Dutch G-overnors of New 
Amsterdam, being the only authentic History of the Times that 
over hath hecn, or over -will he published. 12mo., cloth, gl 25. 

" The Same, with Darley's Illustrations, gilt extra, $2 ; half 

calf, 12 50 ; morocco extra, $3 50. 

A few copies remain of tlie fine edition in 8tOt witii the Ulustrations 
by Heath, of tlie entrance of Peter Shiyvesant'a army into Naw Amster- 
dam, and a fac-siniile of the following letter from Sir Walter Scott, price 
$3 SO in dotli, $4 in gilt estra, J6 in morocco estra. 

"My Dear Sib, — I IwgynQlo nucept mj 

Bihle that as a stranger to Amorlosn parUas ana polltiH, I mnst lose much of the eonceBled EalLro 
ot the piece, but I must own, Uiat looking at tlie simple and obvious mesolcg only, 1 have Doiei 
i-ead anything ao oloael J l-aaembling the Btyle of Dean Swift 03 the annals of Dieirieb Knlcker- 
bonkei-. I have been einployel tlieao faw aveniogs in reading them aloufl to Mrs. 8. and two 
Indies who ate our gocstfl, ana out aides hsvo been ahsolntelj sote with lunghlng. I tbinit, too, 
tioreare possi^s wbich indicate that the anthor possesses powers ot a dlfterent kind, and has 
seme tonchte which remind me miioh of Stekbe I btg jou will bate tbo klnflnesB to let me 
know when Mi'. IiTlng takes pen inband ngnin, for aMiiredly I shall aspect a verj great treat 

" WALTEli SCOTT " 

LIFE AND VOYAGES OF OnEISTOPHEK OOLUMBUS, 
TO wmcH ARE ADDED THOSE OP HIS COMPANIONS. By 
Washinijtoit Ikvinq. In 3 vols. 12mo., with Matia, &c., price 
$4 in cloth. 

*^ The subject of this work of courso forms the very gronnd-work of 
qII American history. No other work can possibly be its substitute. The 
SLiUhoi-, during his residence in Spain, enjoyed extraordinary facilities for 
iiwess to originalmateria]s,and he lias presented the narrative (so intensely 
interesting in its very natnre) iu a shape eraineiitly reliable for its con- 
Bcientious poouraoy, and at the same time as highly attractive to tho 
generitl retfdej; as Wje mgst skilful romance. 
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WAanisoTos ir visa's v: ore?,— continued. 

THE Sketch book of oeoffrby crayon, 6ent«. 

fbrtajies and adventures, and bnw tbej play their patlB; ^lilcb, methfok^ are diveiselj pte- 



Anthor's Aocoticfc of Himself — The Voyage— Eoscoe — The "Wife — Eip Tan 
Winkle — English Writers on America— Eiiral Life in England — The 
Broken Heai't— Art of Book-Making— A Eojal Poet— The Oountiy 
Ohnrch — The Widow and her Son — A Sunday in London — The Boar's 
Head Tavern — The Mutability of Literature — Rural Funerals — The 
lun Kitchen — The Spectre Bridegroom — Westminster Abbey — 
Christmas- The Stage Coach — Christmas Eve— -Ohristmaa Day — 
Chriatmas Dinner — London Antiques — Little Britain — Sti'atford-on- 
Avon — Traits of Indian Oliaracter — Philip of Pokanoket — John Bull 
—The Pride of the Vdlage- The Angler— The Legend of S!eepy Hol- 
low — L'Envoi. 

Ten Attthoh's Eevbed Eianos, complete in one vol. 12mo., cloth, 
|l 25 ; gilt extra, witli lEostrations by Darley, $2 25 ; the same, half calf 
estra, ^3 50; the same, morocco estra, $8 50. 

*^* A few copies remain of the larger edition, with fine portrait on 
steel, royal 8vo., price, dutli, $3 50 ; gilt ext., $4 ; Turkey mor. ext,, $6. 

BEACEBRIDGB HALL ; oit. The Hdhorists. A Medley. 
12mo., eloth, $1 25. 

1 England, and 



TALES OF A TRAVELLER. 12mo , cloth, U 25 

The Same, with Darley's IlIuatritionB gilt estii, %2 25, 

half calf extra, $2 50 ; morocco eztra, $3 jl> 

A few copies remain of the largei edition, illuslraled luji! 3^o cloth, 
$S 60; gilt extra, $4; morocco extra, J4 

ASTORIA ; or, Anecdotes as an Enteppeise beiond tug Rocky 
MovNTAiNS. By Wasiungton Irvin" With i Mip 2 vols 
pcmplete in 1 vol., .^mo., $], 50 

*J> This volume contains a narritive of tlie exciting adventmes con 
neeted with the first exploration of the ^ilderpeas of Oi cgon, and the first 
settlements on the Pacific. 
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THE CRAYON MISCELLANY. 

* * Tills volume coraprisea tbe ToxfE on the PRAiBiE3,^ana the Visits 

THE ADVENTURES OF CAPT. BONNEVILLE m the Rocky 
Mountains and the Far West. Digested from his Journal, 
and iUusfrated from various other Sources. Author's revised 
edition, complete in 1 vol. With a Map. $1 25. 

OLIVER GOLDSMITH: A Bwgr.wiii-. Completo in 1 vol. 
12mo., II 25. 

, The Same, gilt est., with illustrationa, $2 ; lialf calf, |2 50 ; 

mor. est., $3 50. 
A Tow eopias remain of the large edition, 8vo,, cloth, ^-2 50 ; ^ilt extra, 
$3 ; mor. ext., $5. 



MAHOMET AND HIS SUCCESSORS. 

12ino., $2 50. 
The Same, half calf, S-4. 

"TbB aim of ttiB writor hM Heen to illgeBt Into Bn saay, parspionous, f') fl""'i°« wL'hlln 
the sdmlttoa feoB ooneeniing Mabom^l, togetlier «-itl. such '^^"flt"^ ''f 'i"?'^ tn^ B S 
nTi.nnhtlnUiUiewhola ayslem of orLenlal Itorataro. and at ma mnis time lomve auui onuui 
mi^^rf hii EdU. as Bight be auffiolsnt tor Iha Bonaral rMdar.-^aiirtwfoi A«™ >'^"- 

" TboBS »ho Kid tlio life of Maliomft wUl find tn ttio ftllowfng ,P"E« ""^ »' 'J'^ wi^ 

OHBONICLB OF THE CONQUEST OF GRENADA. From 
the MSS. of Fray Antonio AoAFtnA. 12mo., cloth, $1 25. 

era. • • * • Tlie BcUaonBand iiimartlc dross of the work has enabled Wm to innkeltttto 
medlDin of reflecting more vividly the floating opinions and chimoiical ftnoles of the ugo. "hilo 
he \im llluniinabjci ttie pi^lare witli the dtamaao btUUansy ot coloring denied to 6ct.er hulory. 
— PaEwrr'a Fn-dlna^ and Isabella. 

THE ALHAMBRA. 12rao., $1 25. 

The Same, with Darley'a Illustrations, gilt est., $2 ; half 

calf, 82 50; morocco extra, $3 50. 
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A Great -National Worh for every American. 

THE ILnfSTfi&TSD ESITION 0? 

■ mVING'S, LIFE OF WASHINGTON. 
G. P. PuTSiM & Co. are now pnblishing ft new edition of this great 
wort, in semi-mocthiy parts, price 25 cents ench. Each, yolume will con- 
sist of 14 PartiS, lifuidsomely printed In Imperial Sva, The wliole work 
will be illustrated by about 80 saperior Engravings on steel, including Por- 
traits and original Historical Designs, by eniinent Artists, with nnmeroue 
Woodcuts and Maps. Each Part will eontiun at least 32 pages and one 
Engraving on Steel : cyery other part will have two Steel Platee. 
TBKMS OP pubhoation: 



1. Eficliseini-inoBfblyPa 


t eoiitalnliiff S3 flbnvs siwcKiod 


W Miile, psjaWe on deHvory. 








ublQ pattB-snd tlie wbole -n'iU bo 


nbll3iiertatregntBtlDtBrY(L& 






Among Ihs IHfietralioBS tHreOdv engrmed or nearly c 


amptstsd, ai-eihejbllawins.-— 




POETEAITS. 




Gen. Schdjleh, 


Geh. La FAiErnt, 


Geoebe CiiktoB, 


Geh. Pdtsam, 


Gen. ConNT PuLasKi, 


EOEEGT MOEEIB, 


Gen. Abnold, 


Gen. Lincoln, 


Gen. Staek, 


Gen. Gheese, 


Gen. Mbbokb, 


Ges, Hamiltos, 


Ges. Wabii, 


Geh. Btieqoyhe, 


Gbs. Gates, 


Gkn. Knox, 


Gen. CHAa. Lee, 


Geh. Gloved, 


Gen. Montqomeet, 


Gen. HnoiBV Lee, 


Geh. Sih Wm. Howe, 


Gen. St. Clair, 


Col. MoDLTttiE, 


Gbh. SrE Hemey Cjjntoh, 


Gen. Loed STmLoiG, 


Col. W. Wasiil-^gtob, 


Gen. Lobij CoaNWALua. 


Gen. Baeos Stedbetj 


Gss Waise, 






re by Peale. WABinsaTow, from Broim'9 Sletiie. 


VisniBQTOH; from the Plotii 




iBQTOH. from Oripinal Prodlo. 


y*aniiiOTOK, from tfta Piot 




WAfliHSOTOs. (early rortmil.) 




-^brStnarU Mrs. 




ffisnwGTOHlfrom ffniidnu 




PuiLLipSB, Irom OriglnnJ PiotiuB. 



WABniHQTan from . 



ILLUSTKATIOSS ON BTEBL. 






N. B. It fe intended that the Elustrations in this edition shall be wor- 
thy of the subject and of the anthor. The best artists have been engaged 
to make original drawings, and the most eminent enjiravers are Feoured. 
No expense will be spared to mnke the engravings creditable to American 
art, and fully satisfactory to amateurs of SstidiouB taatc. 

Tills HlitloB la publlalieil exdnBlvely for sttbsoribera. Now la tbs Hme to siilweilbe. Price 
20 cenfB [ler Pait TliB Patla nun be ileliTorcd every n-eefc, or every fartufgllt, us desired; and 
tlii9 splebdid ^Tort \E^^iS'Q\o.cKAtoWiin&i6 reach (ifSte^eopltatlm'ge. 
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G. I'. Putnam S Oo.'s Publications. 

isti'a WORKS — continued. 



THE LIFE OV GEOKGB WASHING-TON. By Washington 
Irvitio, Of the Octavo Edition, (published hy subsoription 
onljl, Three volumes are now ready, each containmg ahout 500 
pages, elegantly printed with oew pica type, on fiue paper. 
Subseription price per vol. in cloth, $2 ; sheep eitra, |2 50 ; 
half calf extra, |3 25 ; ealf extra, |4. 

The first volume contains a fiue portrait from an original pictnre by 
Wertmiiller (now first engraveil), and tbree mapa and plans. 

The second volume contains PBioi'a portrait of Waatington (the ear- 
liest), at the age of 40, with maps aad plans. 

The third Tolume confcuna an engraving from Houdon's statue of 
Washington at Richmond, and a splendid ei^aving carefully copied from 
SiuAnT's original picture of Washington, in the Boston Athenaeum. 



LIFE OF WASHINGTON. Duodecimo Edition. 3 vols, pub- 
lished, uniform with his other works, with Portrait. Price 
SI 50 per vol. 

"AwDrkwMdi wUl take Us pliwoin AiMriemiliouscbnUa sifc by slile with tbe Bihle.'^ 
Eaprelts. 

" Biraa pacallMlf ItlliH thst the brightest nsme Iq history ahoold hara put Ip reqntoUion, 
fur ttB cominemuriuloii, one uf Ua moat gltled and stoomplisliwl mm of Utorsture. Washington 
Irvliig, wh(™lltOT^Cmie^™eljFlmowa»boaiii^li8»,^tor inAny yaara, baeu ODonplocI Bpnn 

niorksble f»r Its aiquiilto grueo lud 
and hUtorioal delaila. TIib pKBont 

Sirioi of the Eevolotlnii, aad during 
nt great eolarprlao whioli at OBC8 
rendorod iita'iuunB Immortal, and marked a now anfl'glorlom opwh In the hlatopy at the raoo. 
It ainlalns Diiioh Out baa not fonnd Its way Into any provlons ua> of Waabliwlon ; ind Bwenlfil 
had been nothloE mow tlian the old mHtsriaL monldail ouar bj llist gnwefnl ndnil that lenda 
aneliKitia«Dt to avecy tblng it tauohes, it would still have been jostly regaided as a bi%lit gam 
in OUT literatnTS."— /urdan fiBoonftj-. 

:prBBS our saHs&otion at Its 



Hnal oompletlDD. Its pabliaat 

life-long labor* of ilaflfustrioiis 

minaflm. Hie Dame will henaefurtb ba iar^SDliiblT ouimeDtaf 
nnly W bis bapUsrakl appallaUon, hut by the cohle moanme 
memory. It was a bt^ttuig task tbat Ibe writer wbo bea left 



Kmi.uouu i*.v*«.-^*"-literatnro <tf -...- •. j .- -— j — . 

of the AmerlDan people— held In equally aStotiunBte reinambrenoe in tha rude cahlns of the tcoa- 
tier, tbe balb of nnlTorsltles, and tba saloons of bshionsbla Ufb— whose sniHaasce in tlia varied 
Wii^BB of olssslcal campoBlclon bare dona as rnnoh to lllostrate tha eiiaraoter of Amarloa ir the 
eyeofthe woi^dastha elonneiioeofhsr senators or her prnwesa in arms— abould create a per- 
rnanant meniDrlal of Wasliliiglnn in a etyle wortliy tha dignity of the subject and the rapulation 
of the iuthoi'.-'— tf aM«B, Raviing. Pa. 

' It is evident that tbe author has not only carefully Invosllgntad a vast amount of otiglnd 
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B "woiiKS — continued. 



np In B. atyie ■sell wnrtliy o( to BQl^eot"— . ,. . . .. _ 

"The time for repreEeniJng Washliat™ b3 e statue itr a mm of Iron his gone by. Up begi 
to be known as n. insn of JmmanBO piston, of the UixOerest as well es sttongesC f&mily sOectjo. 
enfli^ftbemost nnslHicteddoDteBtldbf oftuta, . . . AH that paUout and MmprelienElve ] 
^atcb can do, Mr. Irvlitg ^ae d.\tTie,^^Okri^im InqtiireF^ 

•■ Tl.ii may bo mid to ba tHe nnly lift of Washiogtoo avoc 
bis SI017 tlie sncss of bis billllnnt s^la, and Imparted a varle 

tbe bitertatof blarsadaiB toflag. llta work Is a real, solid ai, „ „, 

tlia A^ra. and will take Ua place among tiioee favored l^w whlob will go ddwu to pceteriEy."— J^l^ 
hut'if^ QusieUs. 

"ThlaJstbo lite of Waahjngtoo that will be read, others lioreaftet will only be refcrrsd to."— 

" "Every «>nl«nce is stumped wltb «ie Indlvlilnallty at t^niaB."— Saltan's Pictorial. 



NetT Sufloe off Eirviisag's "W^rSs^. 

WOLPERT'S ROOST, asd Othee Papers. Now first collected. 
Bj Washimotos iRviNff. 12mo., $1 25 ; gilt extra, $1 75. 

"Washington Irving, dear, k!nd-heaitad, clever IT ashiniston Irving, 'tbe Iflol of mv yontb, 
Hie darling of my manliood,' ha, who nnflor laany nanus GeoSVey Crnynn, Diedrich Knlcker- 
boeter, At— has ' Hoklod the town,' aa Byron said of Uonre. Is once more before ns ; and hie new 
volume, ■ Wolftitl'3 lioost.' and othar papers, bear evldanoe of all thai swoetneai of mind and 

" In leaving tills attraoiive volume, we cordially recommend It to the lovers of pure, elevated, 
and wfirm-licnrted litErauira. To Uie llterail It oommends Itself ftir tba ooraplBteuess, closeoesa, 
anilologancoofltsBtyle."— Jl?. T. DitUy Times, 

"Thcra la as muen fiiegonca of dlotlon, a9 ^raoafni a ilesorlption of natural Aconbry. as gro- 

Crayon firat nama bettote the world iia.itly foity yenra Lga.'—Lonaon SBoaatoi: 
^It wonJd not bo easy to ovorptalai tins Tolume."-ionrf™ Atheimma. 

THE CRAYON READING BOOK, Comprising Selections from 
the various writings of Wasliingtoa Irving, for tlie use of Sctioois. 
12nio., half bound, 75 cents. 

"Abooli ramako the yoang observant and kind-hearted."— la World. 

means of tills volume, to bo able to jiluoo in tlie hands of our young roadcva the gems of tlie most 
popubu' anfl glflod author of the day."— Jlvim ifta Jf is*™ tiedgviiA 

TALES OF THR HUDSON : Comprising Rip Van Wintle— Le- 
gend of Sleepy Hollow — Guests from Gibbet Island — Dolpb 
Hejliger — Wolfert Webber — Peter Stuyveeaut's Tojage up the 
Hudson, &c. 16mo., plates, price 50 cents. 

"One of [ho most deliglilftil workain tbc language."— Kosion Ti-anaerijii. 

'EreaAth of the Tappan Sea, by ths walls of tlie F^llsades, or tln'^ails the grand doaiw of the lllgli' 
lands, he will M put in a mood tor the most eiqnislle oi^oyment of book and lanaacapB, as he 
glances from one to tbe o'ber.'— lirA. World. 



by Google 



G. P. I'ainam S C'o,''s FiMications. 



THE NOVELS AND TALES .OE J. EENIMOUE COOPER, 
Now Library Edition, complete. 



Last op the lIontoA>J3, 

PlOSEEKS, 

Dbbbslayek, 

Patu-Fimdek, 

Pkairib, 

TnE Oak Openikgs, 

Wept of Wian-TON-Wisu 

ITed 1Iyee3, 

Spz, 

Meeoedks op Oabtii.e, 

WDfG ASD WlNO, 

MoNiKisa, 
Lionel Lisooln, 

Pk 11 CAUTION, 



HoMEWAKD Bound, 
TnB OiiAiK-BBiiaEB, 
Afloat and AanoEB, 
Mii,Ea Wai-mngboud, 
Home as Foujjd, 
The OiiATBE, 
Two Admii:al9, 
Headsman, 
Satakstob, 
Heidbiimauee, 
Watee Wiion, 
Jack Tiee, 
Red Kovbb, 
The Sea Lions, 
Wyandotte, 
Teayelling Bacdelob, 
Wats op the Houh. 



Complete io 34voIs.I2mo.,ncatlj bound Id eralioaaed muBlin, $34; sheep, 
libraiT stjle, marble edges, $37 50 ; half roan, §28 ; half calf, $50 j 
half Turkey, §50 ; half calf, gilt batis, 155 ; half calf antiqao, $55. 
*^* Each of the abose may be had separately price $1 in cloth. 



■orka. While the 1 



irtcanl! Ilbmry."— DsBiBi 
liarAateT, Drhoa gLvezLEucI 

mturies to come, £uil odIj 
tbe awtiom of bis Inac; 



THE LEATHEE-STOOKIlfG TALES. OompiTsing Last of the Mohi- 
OAHS, PioNEEEs, DsBESLAYE^ Patilfibbbe, Peaikib. Iq Uniform 
binding, containing eitra title-p^ea, printed in. red and black, on 
snperior paper, iu five elegant volumes. Neatly bound in embossed 
doth, $5 ; in half Turkey or half calf, |T BO. 

THE SEi TALES. Comprising The Pilot, The Red Eotkh, The Two 
Admirals, Wino and Wino, Watee Wnrai. Uniform with the 
Leather-Stocking Series, contiuniug extra title-pages, printed in I'ed 
and binok, on superior papev, in five elegant vohimes. Neatly bound 
d cloth, $5 ; in iialf Turkey or lialf calf, $T 60. 
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A NEW LIBRARY EDITIOM OF COOPEE'S CHOICE W0EK3. 

CHOICE WOKKS OF J. FENIMOBE COOPEE, 
In Twenty Duodecimo Volumes, extra size. 

In newly stereotyping this Edition, extraordinary pains have been 
taken to produce a most perfect sjiedmen of typography, and tho moat 
scnipulouiS care has been observed in the reproduction of the test, which 
has the Author's latest additions and corrections, besides his new Intro- 
ductions, Notes, &C, 

\* The Works of Ooopeh, while their illustrious author was alive, 
were acknowledged, in other countries, to be tho finest examples of Amer- 
ican genius, and the noblest as well as the truest exhibitions of American 
intellect and feeling. At home, personal and partisan influences prevont^d 
the uniyeraal recognition of their extnwirdinary and peculiar merits. But 
all prqudicea and asperities being buried in the grave, the people have dis- 
pa^'sionately examined the clsums of " our great national novelist," and their 
a.pplauae is awarded in acclamations. Never, in the proudest day of his 
life, was he so popular. Not a month has passed since the close of his 
splendid career, in which the general demand for his writings has not in- 
creased ; and now, through all the Union it is as well underetood that the 
works of Cooper should constitute a portion of the Family Library, as in 
^lun, that every reader should possess Cervantes ; or in Germany, that 
Goeihe, or in England, that Shakspeare, should be fiimiliar in every culti- 
vated household. Although much of this popularity is undoubtedly owing 
to their decided and intelligent nationality; yet, perhaps as much results 
from the just conviction that no other author, so emment in his depart- 
ment, has ever before been so uniformly pure in morals and elevated in 
sentiment. No other body of romance, in any language, is so healthful and 
invigorating. This collection comprises — 






1. The Spy, 

2. The Dei 

3. Last of 



4. The PiTHFlNDEK, 

5. The Pioneeks, 

6. The PjiAiiiiE, 

7. The Pilot, 

K B. This EdUton wlU 
Beta i« bivken. 



8. Lionel Lincoln, 

9. Red Rover, 

10. The Wefi' of Wh 

ton-Wish, 

11. TheWateh-Witi 

12. The Bravo, 

13. The Hiiabsmaij, 

111}/ be fiim!a/ied in, tmi/brm 



14. Homeward Bouni: 

15. Home as Pound, 
IC. The Two Admirals 

17. Wing and Wing, 

18. Wyahdotte, 
19 Jack Tier, 

20. The Sea LiOx^s. 



The above twenty volumesj comprising the Pine Edition of Cooper's 
Choice Works, are bound with ^at care, in a superior manner, after 
patterns of elegance and neatness, m the following popular and attractive 



HnifCair, 

HalfCalf, mil gilt baefea, 

HalfCal^sDtlqDe, . 



aupBT Cult esU» 
Super TiirkBy,e 
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THE CONQUEST OF FLORTDA BT DE SOTO. By Prof. 
Theodore Irving. Autlior'a ReTised Edition. (Umfoi-m witK 
the Collective Edition of WasHngton Ii-ving's Works.) 12mo., 
cloth, with a, Map, $1 25: 

" Tills (3 an Important eliaptiir In tlio eatl; history of this eonntiy. Tha sultjeot, loo, is one nl 
considBrnlile Interest t»i the geuenll raidar. BMldes tlio historical Tslae whicli tlio work pos- 
erssea, it omit^na potliona of as sieiUi^ lutoreal as any romsntlo tet\<ia."—<Miabi-idge CAron, 
*H.* This volume is emiaently wortliy of a place in every good libi'aL-y 
by tlia side of Preaoott's Mesico iind Pern, The adventures of De Soto 
and hia follower in tiie regions now known as Florida, Alabama, Louiai- 
ana, &a. — the discovery of tlie MisBisappi, under wliose waters the chival- 
rlo leader found his grave — and tlie vanoua romantic incidents connected 
with the expedition, render it a liighly entertaining chapter of early Ameri- 
can history, wliich no otiiei' worit supplies. 

HOII. J. P. KSHNEDY'S WEITDTeS, Viz, : 
Swallow Babm, (illustrated.) HoRSE-SHO.i Koblnson, (with Vig- 
uottea.) Rob of the Bowl, (with portrait on stoel.) Complete 
in 3 vols. 12mo., cloth, $4 ; half calf extra, $7 60. 
*»* These woi'ks have talsen the same relative place in American litera- 
ture aa that occupied by the histoiical fictions of Scott in tlie literature of 
England, and they worthily 311 a place by the side of Ii-viag and Cooper. 



Sopacate 'WarEcs. 

SWALLOW BAKN: A Sojourn m the Old Dominion. With 
Illuatrations by STRoieiai. LaJ-ge 12ino., cloth, §1 50. 

Ilfo nnd manuere aro Uio bcateyer drawn. This is'emineiuly k splendid edlUoa' ^^«Jso. Xuiv 

HORSE-SHOE ROBINSON: A Tale or the Tort Asoen- 
BEwcy. Author's Revised Edition. Complete iu ! vol. large 
12mo., $1 50. 
*j,* Tliia work is founded on actual facts connected with the annala of 
Virginia and Sonth Oarolica. The events have been thus chronicled, " be- 
cause they intfiasically possess interest" for the lovers of adventure, and 
because " they serve to illustrate the temper and character of the war of 
our Eevolntion," and to bring out more vividly than political history can 
do, its varied, romantic, and picturesque features. Tlie volume comprises 
iulventnres ot'gi'eat interest, yet in strict accordance wltli historic truth. 

ROE OF THE BOWL. 12mo., with fine portraits, $1 25. 

''^ A romance illustrative of the early colonial history of Maiyland 
under the Calvei'ts. 
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BATAED TAYLOR. 

TEAVELS IN VAEIOUS PARTS OF THE WORLD. By 

Bayahb Tayloe. With plates, 5 vols. 12mo., cloth, $6 50 ; 

half calf, S12 50 ; calf extra, $] 5. 
THE TRAVELS AND POEMS. New edition, complete in 6 

vols. 12iiio., uaiformly bound ia cloth, S8 ; half calf, %\b ; calf 

extra, Si 8. 



VIEWS AFOOT; on, Bueopb Seen with Kfapsack asd Stapp. 
By Bayaed Taylor. Twentieth editioa, revised and newly 
stereotyped throughout. 12mo., doth, $1 25. 



"This ia K capital hook in whlchsvor way It ts oonsidereil, brimful of Instnietlon, Among 
tli8 linndted volumes elrendj lasnwl on llie BiilijBot. Mr, Bajnrd Tujlor's seeiiis to oa altogather 

aneat liaiid at dasciiptlon, TliBre ia notliing moro graphio iQ Delbe. It ia an exQeOent and » 
liselj XtoaiLr—AtlKiUBum. 

ELDORADO ; oa, Advektuees in California and Mexico, New 
edition, complete in I volume 12mo., with lUustrations, price 

$1 25. 

■wpnlar ^ — CommereiidAdvsfUstr^ 

"Thev uonliiln llie moat antlienlle, spatkling and beat printed liifoi-niation and advEnture vet 
pnbllsb«i."— iiJtroi^ World. ' 

THE LANDS OF THE SARACEK; ob, Piotuees of Pales- 
tike, Asia Minoe, Sicily, and Spain. With a Map and 
Vignettes. 12rao., $1 25. 

"It la not often our [.rivilege to read bo dellglitfnl s book as this. • • W lint « treat for Hie 

turel^— J^ Y. PaUu JVeiof. ' '° 

" Tbero Is Euinetlilne deltgbtlDI and EisDlnatlng ia Bayard Taylor's books— Iiavin" Itaoiicln 
eblelly In tbdr troah trniiioknaved sljla. • * • Hie desHlptive poware ate teniaikaWft''— 
J¥. T. DUpatiA. 

" The narraaves of no tiHveller of modem amsi havB proved mora iuterestinji and lii- 
aliuctive than those <if Bayard -yits^at.'—Seviifk Whig. 

" Eiguiaile piotnrea of oriunul life everjHbere embelliah ths narrative, whlsh carries the 
reader d^ung wifliont the allglitesteense of fatigne or ennRV—OharleeUm (8. O.) Fott. 

" Better piBtnres of urieiiial life and suenerv than hegiieaars not to be (bnnd in tbo£ngllsta 
langn^e, Certdnly if any are to be bund irliloh enable ns to bel>^ "wltb a clearer Inward 
eye lie bills of PalteUne, tbe Ban-cUded Ulnarala of Damasons, i the lovelypioe forcets <a 
Viajgii," they have not bean placed within our rBaolL"~JfJoJM|H«i CftrfsHon. JftrnM. 
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iiMARD tatlor's 1V0EK3 — Continued. 

A JOUENEY TO OENTB.AL AFRICA ; oit, Life and Land- 
scapes KEOM EGYrT TO TUB Negro Kingdoms ob tiik White 
Nile. With a Map and Illustrations ty tte Author. 12iiio., 
$1 50. 

KL t^rSnn nXa^nll SI! Bna ^S ™li«med to own IL" » * '-London Lmdef. 
'• It lg very rarely oor good fortune to maat with Eucli a flolightful took of travel ; » ™™^> 

revlewing^onDiinodplnoB prodooaona of Ihe 6i,j."—loado» AUaa- 

'■If It wure poffllhle to add any thfiK to Ui« fiudnitlon which attriicte so mnnj trnvellets to 
the tadfca of tha Nile, this volume would do IV— London DuUy Mm. 

"As a vivid delineator, It would be difflonlt to overniatcli Mr. Taylor."— Zi». Standard. 

"Ha Drooeeila by the WubiBO Desert and tlie 'WhltH Nile to Kliartoun. penelrateB to tho 
roBol<.ii3^eKro Einidom of iho " SliillDcts," bnvlng resched a ijilnt of Central Aftica beyond 
whW modern eiplwera have hitherto Eillefl to peneln.le,"-io™*0« Bevlew. 

■'Treading for the moat part on nnbaoknejed (treand, he has prMnoed a TOlnmo m fresh 
BOd orlXal M ft Is brllliantTnd ev™ when glesnlnp from old fielde, surprises ns by tS, nov- 
elty of his obsiTvatlons and discoveries."- rnn*M Sliidi. 

" As a writer of traials, oapaolally, he has never found his equal."— SM^io Demom-ay. 

"Koothe/ AnieilcBii traveller baa passed over the field befoie him, anfl hia narrative Is a 
poaitJve addition to tlieslueltiifhumiln knowlMlKe. ,, ,, „ , , „ , , , 

" A jr>nmer whioh led him Into fresh vintroddBn fields. '—CJmiomi Plaindealer 

under his wonderfol pen 

A VISIT TO INDIA, CHINA, AND JAPAN. By Bayakd 
Taylok. Witt Frontiepiece and Vignette engraved on steel. 
Large 12mo, pp. 504. |1 50. 

" Bayard Taylor la certainly a romarfcablejnalL ^ "ifla'^dle^y «« AiiJaten trav- 
eller and travel- writer." — ^6W Eaven Otmrier. 

" We find It useless, however, to searoh for passages of ffreater lerglh, that would aflbrd any 
adeonate ooneentinn of the instniotiori and delight promts^ by thia wort, flill as it is of adven- 
ture, In c dent. Mid aneodiiia, woven t,)gether In & rich weT> of description."— <7A«riM(o« Caw 

" Commence whore ynn will in this last boolc of his, and you will find jouraelf komediatsly 
t,.ij.,*»fofl nii4 will reliiptanllv leave ths nsrratlve."- Basfon TraveUef. 

■aJuable of the eerlea. for thouoh leas fuinlEhefi with the 



pneilc and the hSorical, it oont^ns mora of description and intormalil 
people comparatively nem"— jr. T. Indtpmiier' 



rroundlng th 



aa he f»llmv 



[r. Taylor through h 



mysterloo! China and Japan, thongh dlsiobea of the vs^l which has anrrounded them, are 
Iilngtoeartod^aBever,"-^ Lovila Stuminii Jfems, 

Totapsfffiofthiabooltbnt Is replete with fnterost not a page bnt reveals soma onrtnua 
int a page but glows with Borne vlvia deeoriptlon or bnmorous eplsoae,"— iK T. Saiarday 
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